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PROCEEDI NGS
(1:30 p.m)

MR PIEPER. Let's get started with
Webex things while we're waiting for the | ast
coupl e of people to get here. So if you' re not
famliar with the software, all the controls are
at the bottom You should be able to see the nute
button, the video button, and the share your
screen button. Mdst of you won't have to worry
about that, but please do keep yourself nuted at
all tinmes unless you are speaking.

| f you have any issues, you can click on
the chat button also on the bottomright and | ook
up ny nane, |'m SF Webex as |'m shown on screen,
and just send nme a nessage and | will try and help
you out. And if you need to share your screen and
for some reason you are unable to, sane thing,
just let me know, but we should have that all
taken care of.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Thanks for that,
Ni cholas. Are there any questions on the

technical matters before we get started?
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Al right then. Well, let's get started
then. It's 10:32. So wel cone, everyone. Good
norning to those in the West. (Good afternoon to
those in the East. | am Marc CGorel ni k, Chair of
the Pacific Fishery Managenent Council and the
2021 Chair of the Council Coordination Committee,
whi ch nmeans you only need to put up with ne for
two neetings.

|'"m pleased to call to order this
meeting of the Council Coordination Commttee
conducted via Webinar. This neeting is open to
the public and copies of the neeting agenda and
ot her docunents used are avail able on the Regi onal
Fi shery Managenent Council website
www. i sherycouncils.org and the NOAA Fishery's
websi t e.

Menbers of the public wll be provided
an opportunity to provide the CCC with our
comments on each agenda itemtaken up by the CCC
There wll also be opportunities at the end of
each day to testify on itens not on the agenda,

after presentations, before we open to CCC nenbers
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for questions or clarification. Wen all
presentations are conpleted, public comment w ||
be heard followed by CCC discussion and action as
appropri at e.

Menbers of the CCC should used the
rai sed hand feature and wait until called on by
the chair to engage in questions and di scussi ons,
ot herw se, your m crophone shoul d be nuted.
Pl ease note that the Webi nar chat feature shoul d
be used for technical issues and not to nake
public comment or support or criticize policy
positions.

| f possible, please sign in or change
your nanme once you have connected to the Wbi nar
to your first and |ast nane foll owed by your
affiliation, for exanple: Marc Gorel ni k, PFMC or
Ryan Wbl f, NMFS West Coast Region. Let nme rem nd
CCC nenbers and others to speak directly into
their m crophones so that all can hear. Lastly, |
ask that CCC nenbers and nenbers of the audience
to turn off the sound ringers on their cell phones

and, as | said before, nute your connection while
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the CCC neeting is in session.

So at this time I'd |like to have all CCC

menbers i ntroduce thenselves and I'l]l start with
t he Pacific Council. | am Marc Gorel ni k Chair of
the Pacific Council, as | mentioned. Wth ne is

ny Vice Chair Brad Pettinger, our Executive
D rector Chuck Tracy, and our Deputy Executive
Director Mke Koerner. [I'lIl now call on the other
councils for their introductions.

MR. W THERELL: Dave Wtherell Executive
Director. On the phone I have ny Chairman Sinon
Ki neen, Vice Chair, and Deputy Director D ana
Evans.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nuch,
Dave. Western Pacific?

M5. SIMONDS: Kitty Sinonds the
Executive Director. W have here our Chair Archie
Soliai neeting in Anmerican Sanbpa and we have
M chael Duenas the Vice Chair from Guam and Ed
Wat anura the Vice Chair from Hawaii .

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you very --

MR. GOURLEY: Don't forget John Gourl ey.
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1 M5. SIMONDS: John Gourley fromthe

2 CNM. It is, what, 2:30, 3:30 in the norning

3 t here.

4 CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Wel |, thanks for

S staying up late with us, John.

6 Cari bbean Counci |l .

7 MR. ROLON: M guel Rolon, Executive

8 Director.

9 MR. HANKE: Marcos Hanke, Chair.

10 Present. Thank you.

11 CHAl RVAN GORELNIK:  All right. The Qulf
12 of Mexi co Council .

13 M5. SIMMONS: Carrie Simmons, Executive
14 Director, Gulf Council.

15 MR. FRAZER Tom Frazer, Chair, Gulf

16 Counci | .

17 CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. The

18 South Atlantic Council.

19 MR. CARM CHAEL: Thank you. John

20 Carm chael, Executive Director. W also have on
21 the line Chairman Mel Bell and Vice Chair Steve
22 Pol and.
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CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you.

M d-Atlantic Council ?

MR LU SI: H, everyone. |'m]looking
through the list. This is Mke Luisi. | amthe
Chair of the Md-Atlantic Council. | believe that

Chris Moore, he was planning to be on this call,
and Wes Townsend who's our Vice-Chair on the cal
as well, so, but I"'mhere and | can't see
everybody. [|I'mscrolling through all the nanes,
but Chair of the Council is here for the
Md-Atlantic. Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN GORELNIK: Al right. Thank
you very nuch, Mchael. And now the New Engl and
Counci | .

MR N ES:. Thank you, M. Chair. This
s Tom Ni es Executive Director and | think ny
Chair and Vice Chair will introduce thensel ves.

MR. QUINN:. John Quinn, Chairman.

MR. REID. Eric Reid, Vice Chairmn.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Wel cone all. Now
|'"d like to call on Dr. Paul Dorenus the acting

NOAA Assistant Adm nistrator for Fisheries to
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provide his welcom ng remarks and i ntroductions.

MR. DOREMUS: Thank you, M. Chair.

Wel cone to everybody and really do appreciate the
Paci fic Council hosting our virtual event here
today and getting everything orchestrated and off
to a good start. M. Chair, if you would like to
handl e the busi ness on approval of the agenda and
the mnutes and then | can just conbine ny opening
remar ks with agenda item one and just get right
into the topic of admnistration priorities and
transition update, if you'd |ike. That would work
wel | from ny vantage point.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Excellent. So then
that's exactly what we wll do. So, let's start
with the approval of the agenda and the m nutes.
The proposed agenda and the transcripts fromthe
Sept enber 2020 neetings are in the Brief and
Materi al s under tab one. |f anyone has any
proposed nodifications, we'll start with the
agenda. Please raise your virtual hand.

And |''m not seeing any hands. Archie,

pl ease. Archie, your hand is out. Are there any
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proposed nodifications to the agenda?

MR SOLIAI: M. Chair, do you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: | can hear you now,
yes.

MR, SCLIAI: | just wanted to make a
notion to approve the agenda and the m nutes.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Very
good. W have a notion to approve the m nutes.
|s there a second?

MR, PETTINGER [|'Il second.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: A second is by Brad
Pettinger of the Pacific Council. |If there's any
di scussion? |I'mnot hearing any. ['Ill call into

guestion all those in favor of approving the

agenda, please say 'aye.
Are there any opposed? And |I'm not

heari ng any oppositions, so we have an agenda.

So, we have a road map now. So now let's turn to

the m nutes of the Septenber 2020 CCC neeti ngs and

first I1'll ask if there are any corrections to
those mnutes? Raise your hand. | don't see any
hands, so |I'll entertain a notion.
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Archie, | see your hand is up again. o
ahead.

MR. SOLIAI: Yeah, I'll nove, M. Chair.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Archie, you're
noving to approve the mnutes. | need a second.

MR. PETTINGER 1'Ill second.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: A second by Brad
Pettinger. Thank you. |s there any discussion on
this notion? Not hearing any. 1'll call the

question of those in favor of approving the
m nutes of the Septenber 2020 neeting say 'aye.'

Qpposed, no? Any extensions? All
right. The m nutes are approved. Thank you very
much. We're nmaking sonme progress. So now t hat
we' ve taken care of that, ['ll turn the floor back
over to Paul for his introduction.

MR. DOREMJUS: Thank you, M. Chair, and,
agai n, very nuch appreciate your hosting of this
event and wel cone to everybody all the
participants signed in today. |It's wonderful to
be able to connect wth everybody around the

country, all early norning, afternoon, |ate at
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ni ght, wherever you happen to be. It's a
wonderful capability to pull everybody together
qui ckly.

When we | ast spoke in February, the
adm ni stration had just rel eased a whole series of
executive orders and noved down very quickly as we
are all quite well aware, on a whole series of
priorities related to, obviously, COvVID 19,
recovery, building back better, a nmjor canpaign
thenme enacted very quickly with a | ot of
provi si ons.

A huge focus as you well know on climate
change, racial equity, and a nunber of other
topics. The admnistration clearly noved out
qui ckly how to plan, and we are working very
aggressively and have a great opportunity to
tonorrow connect in greater detail both step
t hrough the executive orders related to our work
in fisheries to our overall science and managenent
responsibilities, and focus, in particular, on
Executive Order 14008, which we are all quite

famliar with by now, tackling the clinate crisis
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at hone and abroad especially the provisions in
there related to 216(a) around the 3530 conserving
| and and borders and 216(c) focused on naking
climate resilient -- naking fisheries and
protective resources resilient in the face of
climte.

Huge topics, big issues, and we are
very, very grateful for the work that the councils
al ready have undertaken at the front end of all of
this and providing opportunities for either Sam or
for me to attend your spring neetings to hear your
t houghts around 216(c), in particular, this whole
i ssue of climate resilience. And it's a nassive
topic in all of the events that |'ve participated
in as well as in our capturing the various |ines
of input fromaround the country. Just a
fabul ous, | think, testanment of the very deep
know edge and hi storical perspective that we have
readily available to us through the councils. And
the changes that we're seeing in the marine
environnent are clearly very profound and rai sing

significant questions that all of you put forward
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related to science support, to deepen our
understanding of clinate related i npacts, and sone
focused attention to a whole range of different
managenent issues that cone in the wake of that.
So, wonderful input. This is clearly a
| ong-termissue that we're going to be working
together on for sonme tine. It is a very present
| ssue, it's not theory, it's areality for us
today, and this is sonething that's very urgent
and touches all of us in one way or another, but
in often very different ways, region by region.
And we have al so sone recent
devel opnents, as |I'msure you're all aware, just
two weeks ago the admnistration true to the
requi rements under Section 216(a) rel eased
Conserving and Restoring Anerica the Beautiful,
this prelimnary report that put forward
recommendati ons for achieving conservation in 30%
of our | ands and borders by 2030.
This will be a big focus of our
di scussion tonorrow and we're very pleased to have

Letise LaFeir joining us. She is the Senior
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Advi sor to the NOAA Adm nistrator. She'll be
tal king wwth us about the recommendations in the
report, how we see things evolving fromhere, and
we really look forward to a true to all the
initial input that we got around this broad topic
on both 216(a) and (c). W look forward to a very
substanti al engagenent and a | ong-term engagenent
on these issues. |'msure, like ne, that all of
you are very pleased to see the recognition that
has cone forward throughout this whole process and
in this Anerica, Conserving and Restoring Anerica
t he Beautiful document with the strong recognition
of the role that all of us play in addressing
t hese topics.

Al so, since February we've seen the
Ameri can Rescue Pl an passed, the Anerican Jobs and
American Famly Plans introduced. The jobs plan
in particular is a very expansive proposal
bui | ding on new job creation opportunities,
focused very heavily on rebuilding the nation's
I nfrastructure.

We'll certainly be |ooking at that plan
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with our fishery's nmanagenent |ens and the overall
health welfare direction of the fishing and

seaf ood sector to see if there are opportunities
for the fishing industry with respect to

I nvestnments and port revitalization, job creation
advanci ng, fishery science investnents, and
research and devel opnent in federal agencies, new
technol ogies to address climate change there's a

| ot that can support the conbi ned goal that we see
here in the jobs plan around i nvestnent
strengthening and climate resilience and the job
creation and the basis for future sustainable
gromh. So a lot to |ook at there.

Meanwhile, in terns of the human side of
the transition, the people involved, the other big
news of late is that the adm nistrati on has
nom nated Dr. Rick Spinrad to be the next NOAA
Adm nistrator. Very well known to us here in
NOAA, in the organi zation, having served as the
Assi stant Admi nistrator for the National Ocean
Service for the office of Oceanic and At nospheric

Research, served as Chief Scientist in the Cbhanna
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Adm nistration for a period of tinme, and just an
extraordinarily experienced, credential ed,

t hought ful and deeply know edgeabl e person that we
really | ook forward to working wth.

The confirmati on process i s underway, a
| ot of preparation. He is scheduled to go forward
with his confirmation hearing in just a couple of
days on the 20th. And we hope that there'll be a
vote following not too long in the wake of that
and we w Il have our first Senior Appointee from
the -- at the NOAA |level that is politically
confirmed by the Senate and we'll anticipate
further appointnents in the wake of his arrival
I ncl udi ng the appendi ng appoi nt nent of a NOAA
Fi sheri es Assistant Adm nistrator, which of course
we await and I will be continuing to act in that
capacity until a new appointee is sel ected.

So we have an awful |lot to | ook forward
to. We have already started, internally, given
the very significant signs and the very -- it's
really the magni tude of the issues that are being

addressed. W're |ooking and drafting and have
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produced and are internally working now, a draft
strategic plan. This is where we can | ook at our
core m ssion nmandates and the adm nistration's
priorities and show what we can do to contri bute.
Where the alignnment is in advised on the range of
ways in which we see our ability to respond nore
effectively and nore strategically to the
extraordinary pressures that we're all feeling

t hr oughout all conponents of the fishing and

seaf ood sectors and in all of our nanagenent
responsibilities, not just related to recovery
fromCOVID, and in the devel opnent in a nore
resilient fishing and seafood sector in the
future, but also tending to this very

conpr ehensi ve and very chal | engi ng i npact of
climate on living resources and our scientific and
managenent regines that are trying to respond.

So that will be covered at a high | evel
in our strategic plan and | ook forward to future
engagenent with you on that. Meanwhile, we're
dealing with other sorts of changes and | w |

shift here into part B of the update having
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covered sone of the transition admnistration
| ssues here just now. | wanted to give you a
little bit of update as we have been doing in our
meetings on where things stand wth our effort to
run the organization in the context of the
pandem ¢ changing as it is and what the outlook is
I n the com ng nont hs.

There has certainly been a | ot of
devel opnents since our |ast neeting and we have
seen nost favorably in the grounds for greatest
optimsmis the increased rate of vaccination in
the country and the gradual inpact that's having
on the presence and the sort of transm ssion risk
of COVID- 19 around the country. W still have a
| ong way to go and while there's great grounds for
optimsm there's also great reasons for prudence
and for staying consistent and true to our
ri sk- based approach to managi ng our organization
and ensuring the health and safety of our people
particularly as we start to nove into phases of
unwi nding of the COVID- 19 related restrictions

allow us to use our facilities to greater extent.
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We're continuing the phasing process
that all of NOAAis. W're follow ng NOAA in
depart nent al gui dance and the protocols
establ i shed over sone tine now on understandi ng

the phasing status of our facilities in different

parts of the country. So at this point in tinme we

still have of the 42 facilities that we're
tracking, we still have 11 that are in phase zero,
which is a mandatory tel ework node and a nunber or
just over 30 that are in phase one, which is a
maxi mum 25% occupancy. That's an option to use
our buildings to that level, but it just sets, in
our mnd, a context for gradual reintegration of
the formal work place into our work.

We have been working throughout this
pandem c, all of us have, not w thout enornous
di sruption and we certainly want to bring the
formal work place back into our reality as soon as
we can and to be able to work in person and all of
us know by virtue of not having been able to do
that for so many nonths, all of us know the

benefits of doing that.
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We are still taking this as a sl ow
steady, flexible kind of requirenent. Vaccines
are certainly hel ping, but we're not conpletely
out of the woods. So there's a lot of thinking in
t he federal government now around mask
requi renents, all these things, that's getting
wor ked in as our plans adjust, but we're not going
to see a wholesale, rapid, and certainly not a
ki nd of universal change in our operating nodel in
a short tinme period. There wll be plenty of
noti ce.

It will evolve region by region as the
nature of the COVID tracking that we're doing
varies a |lot by region, and we'll |ook forward to
gradually, in effect, constructing our new nornal,
much used phrase nobody knows exactly what that
means, and we're going to have to build that as we
go.

W intend to use the pipes, the
flexibilities, virtual connectivity, teleworking,
various types of flexibilities in how we are using

staff to keep the organi zation noving, prioritize
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areas where we have to be in the field, when we
have to get at sea, those are obviously have been
and continue to be our highest priorities for
reintegration of formal work place participation.
And that will continue throughout the year, but
things are not going to be what they were prior to
this pandemc. | think that that's universally
understood. And | think there's also no real

uni ver sal understandi ng of what the new operating
nodel i1s going to be. W'Ill build it as we go and
adjust to the presence of COVID.

And as many seemto be in the public
heal th community seemto be indicating true for
the nation it wll be true for our organization
and all of our processes. W!'re going to need to
adj ust to the presence of this virus and how it
evol ves and we're still not real sure what that
will ook Iike, but we certainly have a nore
favorabl e path ahead of us than we have had for
many, many nonths. So, |'mextrenely optimstic
about that.

| do think we have | earned sone good
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things and in sone aspects, you know, there's a
silver lining in every cloud, and we have | earned
sone things that | don't know that we woul d have
| earned wi thout an incredible, exogenous shock
like this, that I think we should keep in mnd as
we kind of walk our way towards this new norna
and continue to enphasize in terns of how we can
connect and bring people into our discussions when
needed and ensure that we have the sort of
broadest availability of input channels, which is
very central to how we operate in so nmany of our
fisheries, discussions, and operations.

And our third itemhere the fisheries
update and upcom ng priorities i s on post-pandem c
counci| operations. And | wanted to turn to Sam
Rauch on this piece totalk a little bit |onger
wi th you about | essons |earned fromthe pandem c
and how we m ght be able to think about our
council operations going forward from here as we
have nore and nore opportunity over tine to work
I n person and get back into using sone of our

nodes of work, in person work that we very nuch
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favor and are all famliar wwth. So, Sam can |
turn it over to you on this topic?

MR. RAUCH. Yes. Folks, can you hear

MR. DOREMUS. Yes, you're com ng through
great .

MR. RAUCH. kay. Thank you. So as
Paul i ndicated the purpose of this sessionis to
t hi nk about the challenges of this past year and
to put sone of the opportunities along side that.
This is a difficult thing to think of because the
past year has been really difficult and tough and
| think it is -- you can't really say that there
are many good things that have happened, but we
did learn sone things and we did | earn sone things
about how we can operate.

| know the councils had to transition to
a virtual neeting which was very difficult and
created, |'ve heard frommany of you individually
how difficult it had been, but there are a couple
of things that we have | earned about that. And as

we have the opportunity to sort of reconstitute
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the council process, | know sone of you are, in

t he next few nonths or next nonth or so maybe, are
going to try to cone back into wth sone in person
meet i ngs.

As we rebuild this process together, |
think it is a good tine to think about what other
renote experience would we retain, what should we
jettison, how would we continue to operate? |
think we are all in agreenent that one of the
functions of the council neeting is the
di scussi ons that happen in person and you can
never -- this year of virtual neetings cannot
replace that. | think we are not better off for
doing that all renotely.

| think we do want to go back to sone
substantial part of that, but we do need to be
m ndful that one of the things that happened over
the | ast year is the entire council system becane
nore accessible to a segnent of the community that
were unable to participate in the council process
before. Council neetings, as nmuch as you try to

nove them around to be in places where the
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st akehol ders are, you can never be where all the
st akehol ders are all the tinme, and it can be
expensive to travel to and participate in council
meet i ngs.

But we have seen, wth various degrees
of issues, that we have a larger suite of
participation fromthe public virtually because it
has been easier for themto call in or to renote
i n through their conputer and to participate. And
t hat has brought it's own set of issues, but it is
at a mninmmall onwed a broader suite of
participation than the normal participation we
get.

And as we think to, and I wll talk
about this a little nore tonorrow, to sone of the
admnistration's priorities in terns of
environnental justice and equity. There are a |ot
of aspects to that, but one of the aspects of that
is to | ook at the ways that underserved
communities can participate in the governnental
decisions that affect their lives. It is hard for

peopl e who have difficulty neeting their
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day-to-day needs to set aside the extra tine or
resources to participate in the council and it has
been easier for sonme of those folks to participate
in this |last year despite the overall difficulties
the year has presented.

And that is one of the things we want to
talk with you about is howto preserve that, how
to preserve their participation of these
communities that otherw se would not have
participated. Recognizing that it is not been
easy, that there have been sone issues that have
conme up, but how can we do that to have neani ngf ul
participation by all people regardless of their
econom c circunstances, their race, their national
origin, their incone |evels, or wherever they cone
and if you | ook at the adm nistration's view of
equity, it includes all those things.

So we would Iike to tal k about that as
we transition back to in person neetings: How can
we retain sone of that and still go back? | think
we have | earned, at |east on the fishery side, we

have | earned a | ot about our own staff and how we
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staff up and tel ework and those kind of issues and
| know sone of those issues are facing you all
right now as you reconstitute and rebuild our

wor kforce. |'ve heard, you know, variously that

you all going back into the office? Sonme of you

al ready are, sone of you are not for a while. How

are we dealing with that?

And then the |last issue is, you know, is
there a cost nodel to virtual versus in person
neetings? Have we saved any noney that we could
spend on other things by doing this, or have we
not? Because sonme of this is, you know,
subcontract, so we couldn't get out of and we just
| ost that noney. But is there any opportunity for
cost savings by presenting at | east sone of our
neetings virtually and then maybe being able to
use sone of that noney on other counci
priorities.

So those are sonme open-ended questions,
those are sone things that we would like to
di scuss. Participation, you know, you've heard

from Paul about how we're thinking about
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reconstituting our workforce back in the office
and about, sort of, you know, is there an
opportunity here to save sone of the cost and
shift that to other council priorities and maybe
there's not, but what are your opinions of that?
So those are the questions we'd |ike to pose, and
with that | would |ike to open it up.

And, M. Chair, | don't know how you
would Iike to run this discussion, but | think we
antici pated we would open it up for our council
CCC based di scussion at this point.

CHAI RVMAN GORELNIK: Al right. Thank
you, Sam Yes, what we're going to do is fol ks
who want to participate in the discussion ask
guestions, seek clarification, should raise their
hand, and then | will call on you and we can do
this as rapid fire as people raise their hands.

Chuck Tracy.

MR. TRACY: Thanks, M. Chair. Thanks,
Sam and Paul, for the presentation. | had a
guestion about (inaudible) returning to our

(i naudi bl e) neetings. | was talking with our West
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Coast region folks recently, we were tal king about
trying to have a partially in-person neetings in
Sept enber and they nentioned that the approval for
travel is sort of limting, | guess, how nuch
participation staff nay be able to accommbdate to

attend our neetings. So, | don't know if that's

-- | guess ny first question: is travel approval a

regional issue, as it has been in the past? O is
it elevated, | guess, to -- because of the

uni versal nature of returning to travel. And if
there are limtations associated with that, when
do you think they woul d ease such, you know, in
addition to perhaps just the top level, | suppose,
being able to travel council neetings. W m ght
need sonme staff to support our processes and our
managenent team and those sorts of things.

MR. DOREMJUS: M. Chair, if | could
respond to that. There's -- thank you, Chuck, for
raising that topic. It's a very inportant one.
The departnent, during the course of the pandem c,
did put in place travel approval requirenents that

are highly centralized and those still hold. |
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expect that that we'll be able to change that
gradually. W don't have a tineline on when that
m ght happen. W have al ready asked and the
sentinent was that we're not quite ready yet. And
| do think this is one area where the availability
and ability to handle information around people
bei ng vacci nated can hel p | ooking forward, | ooking
ahead can help a lot in facilitating

travel -rel ated decisions. | do expect it sounds

| i ke the region already conmunicated to you that
we w Il walk back into our ability to participate
I n person with processes and nake sone choices
about what the nost inportant functions are that
need to best be tended to in person and prioritize
those. Participation council neetings have al ways
been a priority, when it cones to travel.

So, we'll work our way there, and |
think working in concert with you, naking it clear
what you feel are the areas of highest priority
that you would like us to focus on in ternms of in
person presence to the greatest extent possible.

We'll try to nake that happen, but it wll need to
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be cleared all the way through the NOAA

Adm nistrator at this point in tinme. W'II
certainly Il et you know when that changes. | do
think it will change, but that's the systemthat
we have in place right now And it's prudent to
plan for that through Septenber. | do expect that
things will inprove between now and then and |
hope provide a little bit greater flexibility.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Chuck, do you have a
fol |l ow up?

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks. Maybe just a
qui ck one. So, ny discussion with our regional
staff was in the context of the region and | was
just curious if (inaudible) would also be eligible
to gain approval to travel to our council
neet i ngs.

MR. DOREMUS: We woul d certainly support
that. Again, at this point in tinme NOAA wuld
have to concur, so | don't want to over prom se,
but I would certainly support that and we'll nake
every effort to nake sure that folks can be where

they need to be as we get greater flexibility and
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| ower risk for being able to travel. So, it is
regionally specific in timng and circunstances,
so we do try to coll aborate with the regi ons on
their priorities and support those in terns of
getting full power of approval.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Thank you, Paul .

M ke Luisi?

MR LU SI: Thank you, M. Chairman.
just wanted to say to the comments that Dan nade,
| think -- | know there's a cost saving to not
havi ng neetings in person, but, you know, as part
of both the Md-Atlantic Council and, as a
representative on the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Commi ssion, | feel, |ike, that cost
savings may, | think - personally, | think we
should try to get together nore often, and, you
know, | know cost is an issue, but being in
person, it makes a huge difference than being
virtual or being, you know, on the phone. So
those are ny thoughts. |[|'ve talked to, | nean --
and |'Il represent, you know, mnmy conm ssion, ny

counci | nmenbers as many of us have spoken about,
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you know, the conplexities of dealing with things
| i ke allocation over the phone, it just nakes it
really tough. So, you know, I'll turn -- maybe
"Il -- and then Chris Moore, | just talked to
Chris a little while ago. WMaybe Chris m ght want
to add sonething to that. You know, we're worKking
to get back to in person neetings, but maybe Chris
m ght want to add a few comments as well fromthe
Md. Sorry to put you on the spot, Chris, but
|'ve done it a thousand tinmes before, so it's all
good.

CHAI RMAN GORELNIK:  Is Chris with us? |
don't see him presently.

MR MOORE: | am M. Chairmn.

MR LUSI: Chris is here. He's got his
hand up.

MR MOORE: So, it's up to you, M.
Chairman. |f you want ne to go now, you have a
nunber of other hands as well.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Ch, you know what,
why don't you go ahead since you're foll ow ng

along wwth Mchael, and then we'll cone back to
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the list.

MR MOORE: Geat. Thank you, M.

Chai rman. So, yeah, there are a couple things
that | just wanted to nention. You know, | think
everyone that's been involved in our CCC calls
knows that we are planning to have -- we, the line
of council, are planning to have a hybrid council
neeting in August. So that particular neeting is
going to be in Philadel phia. W also have
meetings scheduled in October and Decenber that we
expect to be hybrid as well.

As you m ght expect, and for fol ks who
have thought about it they know this, it's going
to be very conplicated. And one of the things I
haven't explored as nuch as 1'd like, is what do
we have to worry about froma | egal perspective if
(i naudi bl e) in person in Philadel phia and sone are
on the line virtually and we have notions and
t hi ngs happeni ng, how does that work? Do we have
any conplications or things we have to worry about
froma | egal perspective, we need to think about

it. | know that Carrie has probably tal ked to her
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region about it nore than | have, and maybe she
has sone insight into what they're telling her.
But, yeah, I'd like to just have a general

di scussi on about that. Thanks.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  That's a good

gquestion, Chris. | don't knowif Mtch wants to
respond to that now | see Adamis with us, but
we'll see if Mtch wants to respond to that hybrid

neeti ng questi on.

Al --

MR, | SSENBERG Sorry. Hi, this is
Adam | was trying to figure out how to raise ny
hand and | couldn't.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: There you go.
Wl conme, Adam

MR. | SSENBERG So | can just speak up.
| -- you know, we'd be happy to -- | don't know if
you' ve tal ked to the folks in GC or East or about
this. W -- I"'mnot sure, Chris, exactly what
your concerns are. You nentioned the fact that
sone people would be renote and sonme people woul d

be in person and notions and things |ike that, so
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| don't know if you're concerns are procedural or
sonething else. But, you know, | think in a
br oader perspective, |'mnot sure we have the sort
of tinme to talk about those things today, but |
t hi nk, you know, what m ght nmake sense woul d be
for you all to -- I'msure you all have simlar
guestions and we have regular neetings with all of
our attorneys who work with the councils and NOAA
GC could certainly get together and work together
to make sure we've got answers for all of these
questions for all of you as we start to approach,
you know, returning to either in person or hybrid
meet i ngs.

MR MOORE: M. Chairman, if | coul d?

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K:  Yes, pl ease.

MR MOORE: Yeah, so thanks for that,
Adam The question was nore about our SOPs
(Standard QOperating Procedures) and all council
SOPs probably don't really tal k about these hybrid
kind of neetings; right? And if, in fact, we're
limted by our current SOP mght not allow us to

interact virtually wth council nenbers when 75
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percent of the other council nenbers are in
person; right? W wouldn't get to vote, their
votes woul dn't count, so those are ny concerns.
You know, beyond that, we have | ogistics and
process questions and other things that we need to
work out or starting to think about it. But that
was ny general question just in terns of that,

| i ke, what do we have to do prior to August to
make sure everything's going to work. Thanks.

MR ISSENBERG M. Chairman, if | may.

Thanks, Chris, that was hel pful. You know, |
think it would be -- | think when we first noved
to virtual neetings, as you'll recall, we

provi ded, NOAA GC provi ded, you know, a | ot of

gui dance on sort of procedural requirenents, and |
think, you know, it wouldn't nmake sense and we

wi || put together a working group to, you know,
hel p you think about the transition back to, you
know, back to in person neetings, hybrid neetings,
and answer sone of these questions which |I'm sure
many peopl e share.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K:  Chris, are you good
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with that?

MR. MOORE: Yes, thank you. Thank you,
M. Chairman. Thank you, Adam

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Mel Bell
foll owed by Tom N es.

MR. BELL: Thank you, M. Chair. | was,
basically, going to second what M ke had said, but
serving the sane roles he does on council and then
on the comm ssion and we're all struggling with
this as we try to figure out how to get neetings
ki nd of back into a nore normal setting. But | do
t hi nk, yes, cost savings are great associated with
the ability to do this renotely in sone cases, but
we -- | think the quality often of the neeting
itself and the interactions between, in our case
t he council nenbers or comm ssioners, you | ose
that, you know, when you're not together. And |
know from a comm ssion stand point, you know,
we're | ooking at options noving forward and
actually going to be discussing it in an executive
commttee neeting this week because of a survey we

did, but I think, you know, don't sell short the
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val ue of actually neeting together when we can.
And | know, you know, no one here is in control of
when that will be possible (inaudible), but, you
know, and al so, Chris brought up things that | was
t hi nki ng about as well is just making sure
what ever we do how we run neetings is totally
wthin the SOPS we're followng, we're totally
| egal in how we're doing it and how we (i naudi bl e)
inall. But |I think there is value in utilizing
the video conferencing as a tool, but the sooner
we can kind of all get back in the roomand we
don't want a situation where, you know,
everybody's there and our (i naudible) partner
Isn't there because they're part of the process,
you know. The sooner we can get back to everybody
back in the room that'll be a great thing. Thank
you.

CHAI RVMAN GORELNI K:  Thank you, Mel. Tom
Ni es.

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairman. You
know, noving forward, we'll probably with a m x of

I n person and virtual and perhaps hybrid neetings.
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But | wanted to give M. Rauch's sone feedback on
hi s coment about reaching out to underserved
communities. Wien we did notice an uptick in
attendance in a lot of our commttee and counci l
meetings, that the virtual neetings -- |'m not
sure | would characterize that as reaching out to
t he underserved community.

You know, | would | ook at the attendants
|ist and the attendees, | think, were nore people
that nmay not have chosen to participate in a
particul ar discussion or neeting, but because it
was convenient to them they did. But |'m not
sure they were necessarily new attendees or new
communi ties that were reaching out to.

You mght recall that we held an in
person public hearing outdoors under a tent on one
of our managenent actions. And to be honest, the
main notivation for that was conplaints from
arguabl y, an underserved community that they were
not confortable participating in the online node
and they were insistent that we had an in person

neeti ng because they felt nore confortable
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provi di ng commentary in person.

And, you know, we've seen that before
with sone of the other underserved comunities in
ot her areas where, on rare occasions, we've been
able to have a translator in place and transl ated
to the -- during the neeting and increased
partici pation that way, which is not sonething we
can really do in the virtual world. So, |I'monly
speaking to our experience in New England, but |'m
not sure | would characterize increased attendance
as successfully reaching out to underserved
communities in our case.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Thank you, Tom
Sam you had your hand up. You want to respond to
sone of these comments?

MR. RAUCH. Yeah, | was thinking, M.
Chair, that the comrents were done and | could
wap this up, but if there's another coment, |
woul d defer. | was thinking | could cl ose out
thi s di scussi on.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  All right. Wll,

there are a nunber of hands up, but |I'mnot sure
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if they're artifacts frompast -- Mke Luisi, Ml
Bell, and Tom N es? So, you need to manually
| ower your hand when you're done and if,
certainly, if you have additional question or
comments, |eave your hand up.

Okay. Mel? GCkay. Kitty, please.

M5. SIMONDS: Ckay. Thanks. Al oha from
the Aloha State. Wat |I'd like to say, Sam is
t hat what happened with us going all virtual is we
did get fisherman and others fromthe nei ghbor
i slands calling in because they wouldn't be able
to afford to cone to our neetings, but the biggest
thing was we got the enviros all on and speaki ng:
PEW GCcean Foundati on, Conservation International,
WIld Cceans, Earthjustice. So they all
partici pated where, and normally if they don't
participate in our nmeetings even when we have, you
know, face- to-face neetings, but once we went
virtual they have all been on our neetings, naking
comments, and maybe we're working well together.
So, | did want to nention that. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Ckay. Thanks,
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Kitty. Are there any other questions or comments
on this - on the NOAA Fisheries update and if not,
| will then turn back to Sam | don't see any

ot her hands. So, Sam you've go the floor.

MR. RAUCH. Al right. Thank you, M.
Chai rman. And thank you all for those who
commented. | appreciate your thoughtful approach
to these issues and they're not easy and | do not
want to -- | agree with all of you about the val ue
of in person neetings and | do believe we w |
eventual |y, and hopefully quickly, go back to in
person neetings. Wether it's fully in person or
hybrid where sone of the voting nenbers are not
present, | think that's a uni que nodel that we'l]l
have to consi der.

W were considering sone of that | ast
spring when all this started and | know gener al
council gave sone advice at that tinme, | don't
recall exactly what it was about how to deal with
sone voting nenbers being there in person and sone
not and how that related to your various SOPs so |

appreci ate general council offering to work with
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you on that.

And al so, the different issue in terns
of the voting nmenbers versus the general public,
and | appreciate the thoughtful approaches to
trying to incorporate sone avenue for public
comrent bot h broadcast your council neetings to a
br oader communities and to hear fromthem and
maybe, as sonme of you indicated it has not been as
successful, | would encourage you to -- | know
|'ve tal ked to a nunber of councils, | know you
all do think about how to reach out to these
vari ous commrunities.

Maybe it is in person, although in
person is difficult to do, maybe it is virtually.
| think that that's going to be an i ssue we want
to tal k about with sone intention of what the
council, is that how to continue to incorporate
the views or reach out to communities that haven't
participated in the past, but are stakeholders in
this process and now the opportunity to do that.
And | do appreciate (inaudible) maybe the virtual

IS not quite the fantasy that we think it is.
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And so, | didn't anticipate that we
woul d cone to sone conplete resolution of this. |
do think this is an issue to talk about. | know
various councils are in different places, you're
on different schedul es, and you have different
criteria, different situations that you're | ooking
at, but | do appreciate the discussion. And |
think we should continue tal king about these ki nds
of things.

And |'m pl eased to know, Kitty, that
you're going to get along with the environnental
groups from now on. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nmuch,
Sam So, on this agenda item | think we've heard
from NMFS, we've had our question period with
NVFS. Now would -- cones public comment, if any,
so | think N cholas is handling public coment.

Ni chol as, do we have any requests in the
public to comment on this agenda itenf

MR. PIEPER | have not seen any.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  All right. Geat.

And so before we conclude this agenda item 1[|'d

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

49

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

|ike to see if there's any further council

di scussion or action. So |I'mnot seeing any
hands. We've had a good di scussion, a nunber of
| nportant unanswered questions. It's all newto

us, so we're going to have to feel our way through

this, but we're smart and capable, we'll figure it
out, I"'msure. So | believe that concludes this
first agenda itemof the CCC neeting -- well, the

second, actually, after the approval of the
mnutes. So we'll bring this now to our next
agenda item which is the NOAA Fisheries Science
Update. And | think that Dr. Werner has that
agenda itemor, Sam let ne knowif |'m w ong.

MR. RAUCH. It is G sco.

MR. WERNER  Yeah, that's correct. Hi.
Happy to junp in, M. Chairman and nenbers of the
council. | wll be talking about -- 1've been
provi di ng an update together with Evan Howel | who
"Il introduce after | give a couple of slides on
the status update of the science enterprise, in
particular on the fisheries surveys and MR P catch

estimates. And I'Ill just junp straight into the
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presentation. So the next slide, please.

"Il be talking about the | arge scale
fishery surveys. |'ve provided updates in the
past two nonths in terns of where we are on the
getting back out on the water again, and I'll give
you a nore fresh update in terns of where we are
and where we go next. So if | could go to the
next slide, please.

This is a look at the last five years of
the surveys we've conducted in terns of days at
sea, DAS stands for days at sea. Both using NOAA
vessel s, which are in blue, and also charter
vessel s, which are in gray. And what you see is a
three years prior to COVID. W were averagi ng
j ust under 3,000 days conbi ned between charters
and NOAA vessels. You see the drop that took
place within the COVID year.

And then, of course, we are al so now
| ooking at a 2021 plan. And it's alittle bit
| ower than the previous three years and |'I| talk
alittle bit about that in terns of the chall enges

that, you know, that we've -- that resulted in a
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smaller, slightly | ower days at sea associ at ed
with |logistics and other issues, but | think the
good news is that we see that we are slowy com ng
back to the cadence that we would like to be in.
And so the next slide, if I could, please. There
you go.

It says that we're back on the water.
And, in fact, we are. Wat you see there is a
pi cture of the Sette taking off from Pacific
Island on it's way to Guam And it's actually now
doi ng the survey out there, this is an acoustic
survey that is conducting out there. Probably one
of the nore challenging surveys that we have this
year given the distances involved, the nunber of
peopl e involved, et cetera, but I'm- we're all
very pleased to say that we were able to, in fact,
getting out on the water and actual ly conducting
it right now

As | said, you know, we still have, as
of right now, a shelter in place and other
protocols that we have to follow and having to do

with resulting in a cadence of, as | said, 45 days
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at sea then followed by 16 days on shore. You
know, this, of course, will evolve as new
protocols energe from you know, in terns of
COVID, but right nowthat's in part of the

expl anation for why we can't aimto have, you
know, the full days at sea as we did in previous
years.

The surveys that were identified going
forward, you know, are bal anced between data gaps
that nmay have energed, prioritizations associ ated
Wi th the assessnent needs, as well as |ogistics
that | tal ked about. And so that's resulted in
the schedule that we're trying to execute this
year. In addition to the surveys that we're
conducting right now, we continue to explore
mtigation options, use of advanced technol ogi es,
unmanned systens, un-crewed systens such as sail
drone that | talked about al so | ast year that we
were able to conduct fromin the Bering Sea.

W were al so able to conduct sone
optically-based instrunents with canmeras using

artificial intelligence in machine learning; in
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pl aces where we were not able to deploy our white
ships and this is in collaborations wth fishers
and fishing industry, which, again, took advantage
of devel opnent in advanced technol ogi es that

al l owed us to actually conduct surveys and be able
to provide data for assessnent, as well as
expanded col | aboration with industry stakehol ders
and partners.

And so I'mgoing to go into an exanpl e
on this last one that we're planning. It's not --
It hasn't been executed yet, but the next slide
focuses our activity on the U S. Wst Coast and
it's | ooking at a nunber of partnering
opportunities with our white ship, in this case
t he Reuben Lasker, as well as private fishing
boats, as well as advanced technol ogies with sail
drones, as well as wth the California Departnent
of Fish and Wldlife aerial surveys. And in
addition, it's a collaboration wth our partners
I n Mexi co.

And the idea here is that this is an

area or survey that we've been trying to conduct
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going fromthe northern tip there on Vancouver
island all the way down at the bottom you see the
i nside of the map there, you see the different
| ines covering from as | said, from Canada
hal fway into Baja, and then it continues all the
way into the Gulf of California.

And again the coverage here is
| nportant. There's a nunber of questions of on
the fisheries along the West Coast. And by
bringi ng together the advanced technol ogi es, again
the sail drones, the different partners, the state
and our partners in Mexico, we're, actually,
again, trying to execute quite an anbitious survey
that woul d address the nunber of questions that we
have. This is again an exanple of despite the
chal l enges that we've had, | nean, we are trying
to take advantage of how we |earn to work under
these conditions and actually try to do things
that we haven't before.

This is a survey that we hoped to
conduct, you know, starting this sumer of this

year. There are still sonme issues to work out,

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

55

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

but that's the plan that we have going forward for
this particular U S. Wst Coast Costal Pel agic
Speci es Survey, CPS Survey.

And so the next slide is where we are
now just a, sort of a nunerical account of where
we are of conpl eted, underway, planned and
post poned surveys. W have ei ght conpl eted
surveys, seven of them on NOAA vessels, one on a
charter. W have six currently underwater four
(1 naudi bl e) two NOAA vessels. And we have 42
pl anned surveys upcom ng.

We've had to postpone or cancel sone
surveys. In sone cases it was weat her, sone cases
It was nmechanical, in sone cases the logistics
just didn't allow for the survey to go out earlier
in the year. And so far, you know, we're well on
our way to, as | said, you know, neet the target
that we set for ourselves in this fiscal year.

And the last slide is basically a review
of what | said. COVID, of course, created a
nunber of uni que chal l enges in FY-20 (phonetic),

but in FY21, we're on track to resune nmany of our
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at sea survey operation. W continue, in addition
to standard the fishery survey, if you wll, to
devel op advanced technol ogies as well as exploring
col | aborati on and partnerships, you know, that
could result in short and long termstrategies for
data col | ecti on.

And | also do want to just include a
sincere thanks to everybody who has nade possible
getting back on the water. There's -- to conduct
a survey, it takes -- there's a thousand noving
parts to get the ships and the people out there
and there's just a -- even under nornm
circunstances this is a challenge, but under these
circunstances to be able to get out really did
require a | ot of people getting together and
figuring things out. So thanks to everybody for
maki ng that possible. And I think ny part of what
| wanted to update you, you know (inaudible). |
woul d like to introduce Evan Howel | the speaker
followng ne. Evan is our new, Dr. Howell, is the
recent as of |ast August or Septenber Director of

NOAA's O fice of Science and Technol ogy. And
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Evan, if you don't mnd, I'll turn it over to you
and maybe you can give a little bit of a
background, where you canme from and go into the

presentati on.

Evan?

MR. HOWNELL: Sure. Thanks. | hope
everybody can hear ne and see ne. It's great to
be here. And, yes, as you said, | cane over the

O fice in Science Technol ogy during, you know,
this last year, as we've been tal king about. So
it's been an interesting transition. In sonme ways
| feel new, in sone ways | feel fully

i ndoctrinated. But it's the first tinme being in
this conbi ned CCC space, so | appreciate the

| ntroducti on.

And it's nice to virtually neet people.
| agree it'd be really nice people in person, it
gives nme a nuch better sense, not just who people
are and where they are, but what the issues are
for the respective councils.

So, | did cone. | was in the Pacific

| sl ands for about 25 years. Started out as a
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contractor and then as a federal enployee at the
Pacific Island Fishery Science Center, so very
famliar with the Western Pacific Regional Fishery
Managenent Council. See sone famliar faces.
Hell o to everybody out there. And | ooking forward
to neeting everybody el se.

So today, as part of the Science and
Technol ogy portfolio, as you know, the nati onal
program MRI P, Marine Recreational Information
Program you know, is under our purview, and so |
wanted to tal k today about the 2020 Catch
Estimate. So if you don't m nd going, you can
even go to the next slide, I'll provide the
outconme for the 2020 estinmates, tal k about sone
| npacts from COVI D, what was done to get the 2020
Catch Estinmates. And then, of course, tal k about
our 2021 outl ook.

So, just as a spatial remnder, MRIPis
the national programthat has regional
applications and regional prograns that are run
both through federal survey prograns as well as

state partnerships. W have different prograns
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that run with different parts of the region. So,
in terns of the space, | really |like seeing Hawali
and the Mariana Islands in the center of things,
but it's not to scale, as you know, but
regionally, if you |look at the different prograns
that we're | ooking at across the country, and if
you go to the next slide, what you'll see -- and
this'll becone inportant as we tal k about inpacts
-- 1s we have different types of surveys that are
done to collect different points of information.
So we have different surveys that are
done al ong the East Coast or in the Southeast to
collect information on catch or actual sanples.
But we al so have mail and tel ephone-based survey
efforts for -- to catch fishing effort. And those
are in different parts of the country, as well.
And so you can see, on the left, the federal ones
as well as the ones in the blue, which are our
state partnership surveys, that are our certified
surveys, or comm ssioned certified surveys, both
on the West Coast for the general state surveys

and Loui siana, as well as sone specialized state
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surveys to try to inprove our ability to do

| n- season nmanagenent or have the states, you know,
do the in-season nmanagenent part in conjunction
partnership with us in the Qulf region.

So again, just to give you an idea of
t he national program regional inplenentation, but
al so different types of surveys to get different
data col l ected through the survey efforts. So, if
we can go to the next slide, please.

So this is just kind of an introduction
to the results, you know, the overarching take
hone story is the pandem c has mninmal inpacts on
the mail and tel ephone surveys that were used to
estimate the recreational fishing effort. But the
pandem ¢ did have inpact on the shore side and
actually sanpling, as you can expect, in the
Atlantic Qulf and Pacific Coast. And this did
create significant gaps in the data that was used
to estimate the recreational catch.

And so, of course, the catch rate and
the effort gives you the total catch, which is

used in the managenment of nmany of these speci es,

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

61

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

to give you a total recreational catch that's
there. So we did have m ninmal inpacts, as you can
possi bly expect on the mail and tel ephone, but
it's this in- person, and it wll show what those
| npacts are. So if you'll could go to the next
slide, please.

So in terns of the 2020 data collection,
and we can go -- The Access Point Angler Intercept
survey, it is an in- person survey fromMiine to
M ssissippi. And there were certain decisions
during COVID to either suspend, nodify, or resune,
that were nmade at the state level. And I'll show
the differences in that in an upcom ng slide. But
the states were in charge of understandi ng what to
do in ternms of their in- person surveys.

But between March and August of 2020,
the 17 states either suspended, reduced, or
nodi fied their conduct of this Angler Point
| ntercept survey. As of August 1, 2020, all the
state partners had resuned the shore side
sanpling. But as of April 1, 2021, all of the

ACCI headboat sanpling still remain suspended. So
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we're waiting for that.

So the conduct of our APAIS survey does
continue to be inpacted by social distancing
gui delines, as well as the sanpler safety
protocol s, but we have, you know, again, the shore
si de sanpling but not the ACCI headboat goi ng.
And just to | ook overall at our APAIS results, if
you go to the next slide.

This is a lot of information in a heat
map, but what's good to see about this is if you
| ook at the Y axis, that's through tinme of 2020.
And then, if you look at the X axis, this is
actually the different states and you can see them
br oken down. And what you're seeing is that as
you go south to north in the graph, this is the
conpari son of how nmuch data was col |l ected through
APAI'S in 2020 conpared to the three-year average
from bef or ehand.

So one would be the maxi mum That neans
that you' ve done exactly as nmuch in 2020 as you
did in the |ast three-year average. And then the

zero woul d be nothing was collected, and that's
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t hose gray boxes. And so anything in gray neans
that no data was collected. And you can see that
this was very variable, state by state.

(I nterruption)

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  Did we | ose you,
Evan?

MR. WVERNER: It appears we m ght have
| ost Evan. Hopefully he can recover indeed.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  We'll give hima
nmonent here.

MR. WERNER  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: | don't know if you
have a way to text himand see what sort of
difficulties he's having. W can wait a few
m nutes, but --

MR. WERNER: Yeah, | just texted him
| "' m hoping he's getting ny nessages. |'Il let you
know i f | hear otherw se, but, yeah, hopefully
he'll be back on. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K:  Let's take advant age
of this tinme, then, to see if there are any

guestions on G sco's portion of the presentation.
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| see Ed Watanmura has his hand up. Do you have a
gquestion for Cisco?

MR. WATAMURA: Yeah. H, how s it going

Ci sco?

MR. VERNER  Hel | o.

MR. WATAMURA: Yeah, | had a question.
When you were -- when you are doing the

observations in Guam are you | ooking at the
bottom fi sh stock abundance? First question. And
second question is, in Hawaii when they did
simlar surveys, they did -- there was
coordination with fishernmen to see what the fish
were and is that sane thing being done in Guanf
Thanks.

MR. WERNER: Yeah, thank you. So, the
survey that's being conducted in Guamthis year is
mainly a mari ne manmmal survey. | think the
fishery survey effort is going to be largely next
year, and we're planning that one carefully now
that that's, again, a particularly challenging
survey, and so we postponed that one to next year.

MR HOWELL: |'mback, if you can stil
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hear ne.

MR. WERNER: Yeah, we just went to a
coupl e of questions on the survey. So, | don't
know, we'll cone back to you.

MR HOWELL: Yep.

MR. VERNER: And so, the question was
what the survey was in Guamand | was just saying
that that one is largely a mari ne manmal survey.

And in terns of the surveys that are

happening in the Hawaii region for bottomfish,

this year -- and Evan maybe cane back at the right
time -- | believe, that in the Hawaii area, there
will be bottomfish surveys again as they were

| ast year; is that correct?
MR. HOWNELL: Yes. Yes, that's the plan.
MR. WERNER: Yeah, and for the bottom
fish for the Guamarea, it's going to be, and sone
are on other places, that's a survey that we'll be
conducti ng next year.
MR. WATAMURA: All right. Thanks,
G sco.

MR. WERNER: Thank you.
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CHAl RMAN GORELNIK: Al right.

MR. WERNER: Evan, we |lost you as you
were explaining the heat map. So, you were just
tal king about the gray areas of the heat nmap when
you broke off.

MR. HOWNELL: Well, this was a great

crisis intervention | got to do as ny wfi

crashed. But, | appreciate the patience. |'m
back. |'lIl go back to the heat map, if you don't
mnd. | don't see the slides any nore, so |I'm not

sure if we could go back to those. Yeah, we don't
have this problemin in-person neetings. |
haven't fallen asleep during a presentation yet,
but maybe it'll happen when we cone back.

So, yeah, if you go to the heat nmap,
what's nice about -- you know, |'mnot sure if you
saw -- the gray is just a zero count; so, neaning
that we didn't collect any information in 2020.

W see that in April, but the states were able to
cone back really rapidly. And you're seeing nore
in yell ow and green, and that neans that a | ot of

the information, alnost up to a 100 percent, 75
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percent, was conducted in a lot of these areas.

So we were able to get sone pretty good
coverage in APAI S even though there were inpacts.
So again, this heat map is available for you to
| ook at in the presentation, but we wanted to show
how there was state variability inthis. So, we
can go to the next slide.

So again, another survey wth the |arge
pel agi cs, and we did continue to get reported
trips via tel ephone. So the collection of the
Large Pel agic Survey catch rate and effort data
was conducted with mniml disruptions because we
were able to do this through tel ephone. W had
field sanplers that were validating and reported
effort, but the biological sanpling remained
suspended for this pelagic survey.

In terns of the Headboat Survey, again,
this is suspended in North Carolina to Texas. And
we have state creel surveys that did have, again,
| ntercept surveys that experienced simlar
di sruptions and nodifications to the standard

sanpling procedures. Again, you see the inpacts
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on this in-person, especially when you had
sanpling procedures or things that were in very
cl ose contact. Go to the next slide, please.

So, interns of the Fishing Effort
Survey in the For-Hre Survey, in the East Coasts
and also the Gulf states, |I'msorry, and Hawaii,
the off-site nmail and tel ephone surveys conti nued
with mniml disruptions. Again, sane principle.
Prelimnary wave-1|evel estimtes were published
t hroughout the year for the effort and the effort
estimate conponents that were normally derived
from APAIS were nonitored as we eval uated ways to
do the estimation option at the end of the year.
So again, for the effort, we were able to produce
t he waves as normal, with mnimal disruptions.

So, next sli de.

And so then, if we tal k about what these
| npacts were in terns of the estimate, so we
continued to publish the estimates for shore,
private boat, and for-hire effort through 2020 and
we published the prelimnary. The estinmates were

produced using the standard net hodol ogy, but, of
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course, sone of the conponents were |acking from
t he APAI S because those were nornmally derived and
there were sone inpacts fromthe APAIS survey.
So, 2020 estimates are available at the two- nonth
wave level, and that's in terns of the effort.
So, the next slide.

|f we start to tal k about the catch,
this is where we do see significant data gaps.
And because of the data gaps in real tine, the
deci sion was nmade not to publish the prelimnary
catch estimates for the waves two to six as
normal |y done -- those two-nonth waves in 2020.
W wanted to see -- wait for the entire year and
get the information at the end of the year. So,

the first annual wave-|evel catch estimtes were

produced in April, so we saw this at the Qulf
Council last nonth, and are avail able at the
websi t e.

So, there were a nunber of options to
under st and how t he data gaps woul d be eval uat ed
and it was determ ned through | ooking at different

options, conplicated to sinple, and with sone
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advice fromthe survey statisticians that we work
with, that we -- a sinple inputation approach was
sel ected using data that was wei ghted down from
2019 and 2018 to fill in gaps from 2020.

So, using that, you know, we were able
to get to the wave estimates at the two-nonth
| evel. So you wll see published that you have
the two-nonth | evel now that were done based on
the inputation approach. The inputation approach
doesn't have a huge inpact. W |ooked at what
woul d happen if you didn't have the data i nputed
from-- to fill in the gaps. It's not a |arge
part of the data gaps that were there, but it was
significant enough that we wanted to use the
I nputed data to fill in the data on wave esti nates
and then final reports.

So, we will revisit this also once we
have 2021 data and it becones available. And in
that way we'll be able to bracket 2020 with the
year before and the year after. W don't have a
year after, obviously, right now, so we're using

the two years before.
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Ch great, thank you. So yeah, so once
agai n, you have the annual estinmates that were
rel eased and we were also able to go back with the
| nput ed approach and do the two-nonth estinmates as
wel |l for 2020. So, if you go to the next slide.

And so what do we expect for 20217
Qovi ously, as we've been tal king about in the [|ast
presentation, there is still COVID i npacts. W're
hopeful that these will dimnish over tine. And
states have put a great deal of effort into
devel opi ng effective sanpler safety protocols. W
do still inpact -- there will sone inpact to the
sanplers' ability to collect the I ength, weights,
and counts for 2021, but we're hopeful that this
wi Il 1nprove throughout the year.

There may be sone inpacts, dependi ng on
the state, with state budgets, in the ability to
conduct the surveys, dependi ng about furl oughs,
hiring restrictions, we're not sure, but we are
optimstic that data collection will be very nuch
| nproved in 2021 as conpared to 2020. And when we

conplete the APAIS data from 2021 and they're
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available in '22, we can go back then and eval uate
the effects of using that 2021 data in the

| nput ation. Again, the inputation currently uses
2018 and 2019, the data we have available to fill
in the gaps. But once 2021 is there, w'l|l take a
| ook at using that, as well, with 2019 to do the

| nput ati on.

And that should be the end of the
slides. And again, | appreciate it. | appreciate
the pati ence when | dropped off the face of the
Earth, and |I'm happy to take any questions people
have. |[If | can't answer themtoday, | wll take
themand | can answer themfor you later. But |
appreciate your tinme. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nuch,
Evan. And don't worry about that technical
difficulty. But we know that's not sonething that
woul d have happened in an in-person neeting. So,
anot her reason to have those. W have sone hands
up. Ed, your hand is up. |Is that from before, or
do you have a new question? Ed Watanura.

MR. WATAMJURA: Yeah, | have sonme new
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guestions, but | can wait for the other hands, if
they're ready to go.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  All right, fair
enough. So we'll go -- | have three hands up:

M chael Luisi, John Carm chael, and then we'l]|
conme back to you, Ed. Ckay?

MR. LU SI: Yeah, thanks for the
presentation. So, | guess ny question is to the
service. So, if there's going to be a new
evaluation of the information, if you're going to
bracket what you've cone up with for 2020 with
2021 data, how are 2020 data going to be used in
t he upcom ng assessnents? | mght have mssed it
In the presentation, but -- because we have sone
assessnents com ng up, and just wondering whet her
or not that information's going to be used in
there. And whether or not we have to wait through
this year to figure out if there's going -- are
there going to be changes? So, well, |'m dancing
around it. Are the data final? Are they final at
this point? O is there a possibility they can

change based on what happens in 2021? | guess
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that's nmy big question. Thanks.

MR, HOWELL: No, | appreciate the
guestion. It's areally good one. And so, |I'm
going to also be like Kelly and Sam if you want
to add any of the nmanagenent inplication side of
it. Fromthe scientific perspective, this is the
best that we have available. Now, | can say best
scientific informati on avail abl e that neans
sonething. This is due to the estimtes that we
have. They are final, they are published. |If,
for sone reason, 2021 provides us information from
a scientific standpoint that we feel greatly
enhances the nunbers that we have, then I think we
need to take a |l ook -- the serious determ nation.

| don't expect it would nake huge

changes and that we woul d use these 2020. W

would also -- | wll take this back with the team
as well, because we understand that there are
potential inplications. So no, | would not wait.

| think that you need to use the information that
we have on hand. But because this was such an

unprecedented year, it is in our best interest to

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

75

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

take a |l ook at 2021. And if, for sone reason, we
see that there were huge changes based on getting
new i nformation in 2021, then we can approach that
at that tinme, but for now, no, 2020 is published.
W' re standi ng behind those nunbers. But it is a
great question and | appreciate it.

MR LU SI: Yes, thank you so nuch for
that. | appreciate your answer. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. John
Carm chael foll owed by Ed Wat anur a.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Al right. Thank you,
M. Chairman. And thank you for the
presentation. | have a -- naybe a potenti al
clarification and then a question, and it has to
do with the Sout heast Headboat Survey. It says it
I s suspended, when actually that's the sanpling
conponent. So the dock-side or the onboard
sanpling conponent is what's suspended. But the
operators of those vessels are still submtting
their data. So we are still getting the catch and
effort and the other aspects of it. So it's not

fully suspended in terns of how that seens to read
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in that slide. So I think that would be

| nportant, particularly for any fishernen that

m ght be seeing this and go wait a mnute, we're
still submtting our data. W want -- you know,
they weren't told you no | onger have to report.
So the big part of the survey is continuing.

And then ny question is, given that and
seei ng what we see in the heat map di agram which
--and | really appreciate that. That's a really
good way of showng the reality of last year. You
know, you can see that those states where the
Sout heast Headboat takes place, all returned the
MRI P sanpling largely by June of |ast year. And
yet the headboat is continuing to not do, you
know, essentially the APAI'S equivalent to
collecting the I engths on the APAI S and
potentially going onboard sone vessels. And | can
under st and concerns with goi ng onboard, but it
woul d seem|like the tinme is certainly here where
we could start to see nore return to dockside
sanpling, particularly given the CDC gui dance

recently, and even Dr. Fauci telling us we can
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return to nornmal, and that takes place outside and
that's very inportant data.

So -- and then to just reflect back upon
the earlier discussion about priorities for
(i naudi ble) returning to normal, | would say
col l ecting data should be very high on the
priority list. You know, we can deal wth people
participating renotely in neetings, but when we
| ose a year, and possibly two years of data
coll ection, we never get that back. And that's
going to be an uncertainty in stock assessnents
forever. So that's ny conments on that, to | ead
off the discussion. And | would be interested in
what y'all think about when headboat sanpling may
return.

MR. HOWNELL: So (inaudible) you said for
clarification, yes, | agree with you. |It's our
conponent and that's the in-person conponent,
whi ch getting into the question about when that
m ght resune, then | amgoing to defer back; it's
part of the overall safety that the agency is

| ooking at. So | take your points. | hear you.
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| appreciate them And that's -- yeah, | would
| ook forward to discussion as well, and | think
we're all |ooking to when we can get out and do

the data collection again, as well.

MR. WERNER  Sorry, if | could junp in?

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  Go ahead.

MR. VWVERNER:  Yeah, sorry, apol ogies.
Echoi ng John's point about the inportance of the
data collection, in part, that's what we're trying
to showis howwe're trying to get out there to
collect the data; whether it's with advanced
technol ogi es, whether it's, you know, comnbi ning
Wi th industry partners, or any which way we can,
we'll try and do that. So | couldn't with you
nore, John, than what you said. So | appreciate
t he comment .

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Ed
Wat anura. Let ne just remind folks that after you
rai se your hand, you' ve been called on, please
remenber to |ower your hand, or else I'll think
you' ve got another comment. So, Ed, please go

ahead.
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MR. WATAMURA: Yeah. So, as you
reported, nunerous efforts in the area of data
gat hering and nonitoring have been basically by
COVI D-19, the question that | had was over here in
the Western Pacific, like, wll we also be subject
to the inputation nethod?

MR HOWMNELL: H, Ed. It's good to see
you.

MR, WATAMURA: Hi .

MR. HONELL: So, no. Mst of the --
there's not as nuch inpact. You don't have the
I n-person as nmuch in the Western Pacific. So the
| mputation is not going to be there, and nost of
it Is through the mail. And so, because you have
the offsite mail and tel ephone surveys in the
fishing effort, you' re not going to have the sane
| npacts and the sane inputation. Inputation is
nostly for APAIS Catch that we had.

MR. WATAMURA:  All right. | just wanted
to say that, for the territories, we've got the
Catch-It Log-It app that's being inplenmented and

gaining sone -- nore and nore interest. And we're
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hopi ng that that woul d be an additional data

gat hering source for you, especially for the
bottom fishernmen. You know, |ike, the question |
had, al so, was in American Sanpa, there seens to
be very few participants in the bottomfishery.
And you know, we're wondering whether -- or, you
know, how appropriate an expansi on-extrapol ati on
type of, you know, data usage is really
appropriate for soneplace |ike Anerican Sanva.

We are, you know, they're faced right
now with a situation where the stock assessnent,
you know, show that it was overfished and it's not
a good situation for the fishernen because they're
really just kind of struggling to feed their
famlies and their villages. And we're kind of
scranbling to find a way so that they can do that.
| was wondering that, you know, while this data
was bei ng gat hered and extrapol ated in Anerican
Sanpa, especially, you know, at sone point, it
must have been kind of obvious to the scientists
that it just didn't seemto match their reality of

that fishery.
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So | would hope that, in the future, you
know, we could have sone nore coll aboration wth
the Council, with the scientists, with the Counci
and wwth the fishing community, to say hey, wait a
m nute, you know, this doesn't | ook right.

Because, as it happened, the conpl ete stock
assessnent was done and now we were forced to do
an ACL and it's just not matching reality and it's
| nappropriate. So | was hoping that, in the
future, we could have nore collaboration. Thanks.

MR. HOWNELL: Sure. | appreciate your
points. And so we're very famliar. There are
several apps that are in different stages of
developnent. | think we're interested in all of
them as well as trying to understand how to use
the information that cones in, in a survey, a
probabilistic survey way, that |eads us to exactly
what you're saying -- getting information that
we' d use to represent what the fishery |ooks I|ike.
And that is the challenge for all of us. And |
think we're all in different stages of trying to

get to that. And we could all argue and debate.
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Wiile we all want the sane thing, what's the best
way to get there? And every year, we get better.

And so | know very well what you're
tal ki ng about with the surveys always in Anrerican
Sanpa, when we rel ease the stock assessnent
results. So we heard first hand at the Council
neeting. So | think that, yeah, we're very
interested in continuing to work wwth the FINs and
West Pac FIN here on how we do that data
collection. So thanks for your coments and |'1]|
t ake those back.

MR. WATAMURA: | appreciate (inaudible)
that can be done. Thanks, Evan.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. Thank
you. Carrie Simons, and then we'll cone back to
M chael Luisi, who has his hand rai sed.

M5. SI MMONS: Yes. Thank you, M.
Chair. Thank you for the presentation. So, now
that the 2020 |l andings are finalized, is it
| argely up to the regional office to decide --
make the determ nati on whet her overfi shing

occurred in 2020 for sonme of our high-profile
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species where we're trying to end overfishing and
rebuild the stock -- wll those determ nations be
wor ked out | ater based on confidence of the

| nputations, or is there any discussion about,

per haps, waiving any types of accountability
measures or payback neasures for these stocks that
are in overfished or overfishing conditions based
on these inputations that were done in 20207
Thank you.

MR. HOWNELL: | think that's a great
gquestion. I|I'mgoing to ask if, Kelly or Sam you
have any input on that fromthe nanagenent side.

MR. RAUCH. Maybe you can restate the
guestion for ne.

M5. SI MMONS: So, as the 2020
Recreational Landi ngs have now been finalized, if
there is an overfishing determ nation, would that
be primarily up to the region to decide how t hose
| nput ati ons were done, if there was questions
about that, in order to determ ne that overfishing
occurred in 2020 and various payback neasures nmay

have to take effect, or would those potentially be
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wai ved due to the uncertainties of those
| nput ati ons? Have you all tal ked about that at
all?

MR. RAUCH. Unless Kelly has a different
view, | do not believe we have di scussed whet her
or not we woul d wai ve any of those at this point.
O how we woul d conduct that yet. Kelly, do you
have anything to add to that? | do not believe
we' ve discussed it at that |evel of detail.

M5. DENIT: That's correct. W haven't
di scussed that yet, Carrie. And those deci sions
on overfishing, overfished, those are nade at the
AA | evel based on the information that we have.
So those are conversations that we will need to
have.

M5. SI MMONS: Thanks.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Chuck Tracy.

MR. TRACY: Thank you, M. Chair. |
have a question for G sco back on the survey, too.
Just kind of |ooking at slide six on the planned
surveys, it |ooks |like there's about half of the

NOAA surveys are sort of a challenge (inaudible)
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and their nunbers, but not nmany of the chartered
surveys. |I'mjust kind of wondering what the
difference there is, if chartered surverys are
just planned to be later in the season or what is
going on with the charter surveys. Doesn't | ook
| i ke any of them have been addressed.

MR. WERNER: Yeah, hey, thanks. Thanks,
Chuck. Yeah, those are probably ones that wll
happen later in the season at this point. That's
correct. Yeah, particularly, you know,

(i naudi bl e) the Northwest and the Sout hwest. And
there's a lot of the Northwest surveys that wll
take place on charter vessels, later on.

MR. TRACY: Thanks.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  All right. [|'m not
seei ng any other, further hands or questions. |
want to thank C sco and Evan for their
presentation. And so, noww wll go to public
comment, which is done by folks raising their
hand. N cholas, do we have any rai sed hands from
the public?

MR PIEPER. No, we do not. And I'd

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

86

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

like to verify that the last tinme you chat

nmessage, don't believe the public have the ability
to raise their hands. So they'll just have to
send a nessage to ne to let ne know if there's any
public comments. But as of now, there are none.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: And you're
| dentified as SF Webex?

MR PIEPER. Yes. |I'mthe person SF
Webex, or Host.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. So, the
public would need to click on that and send a chat
nessage if you wish to be added to the |ist of
speakers under Public Comrent. So, right now we
don't have any. So, we'll close public comment on
this agenda itemand we'll see if there's any
further Council discussion or any action on this
agenda item I'Il look for hands. And | don't
see any hands.

W al ready had a good di scussion. Sone
great questions were posed to G sco and Evan on
this. And Samgot in the discussion. So unless |

see a hand going up, I'mgoing to deemthis Agenda
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| tem Nunber 3 conpleted. And so it is. Geat.

So that concludes the first portion of
today' s agenda. W now have on the agenda a
break. So we will break until 3:25 Eastern Tine.
And everyone will have to nmake their own
cal culations for their tine zone. Basically
that's in about 18 mnutes. So we'll take a break
and we'll cone back then. And we'll pick up with
the | egislative outl ook, we have a nunber of
speakers there. So we'll see you then.

(Recess)

CHAI RMAN GORELNIK: Al right. It is
3:25 Eastern, 12:25 Pacific, and we w |l get
started now with our next agenda item which is
Legi sl ative Qutl ook. And, we are honored to be
j oined by a nunber of congressional nenbers, and
we al so have a video from anot her.

So, | first want to see if -- before |
can do any introductions, to nmake sure that
Representative Huf fman and Representative Case are
present. | do not see themon the list. O

course, maybe |'mjust not noticing. N cholas,
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can you |l et nme know whet her you see these
gent | enen?

MR. PIEPER  Yeah, Marc. | have not
seen either of themyet.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Well, we
do have a plan B. Representative Young was
i nvited and had planned to join us and was unabl e,
so he did send a brief video. Before we start the
video, I'll provide an introduction. | think
Representative Young is well known everyone here.
He's currently the dean of the House of
Representatives, and that is the | ongest serving
menber.

He was one of the original sponsors of
the Fishery Conservati on and Managenent Act, now
known as the Magnuson- Stevens Act, and has been
I nvol ved i n each reauthorization. He has
i ntroduced legislation to reauthorize the MSA in
the | ast couple of congresses. And, he's the only
menber of the House still serving that voted on
the original bill.

So, we do have a video. So, if we could
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start that video. |I'mnot sure who has it. |
certainly don't have it. There we go. Thank you,
Morgan. The audio. Mrgan, |'mnot hearing
anything here. |Is that a problemon ny end?

M5. COREY: No, that's not just you,
Marc. | can't hear it either. I'magoing to
restart, and just let me knowif you can hear it.

M5. DENIT: Still nothing, Morgan.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK:  Wel |, 1 think that
having his audi o would be very helpful. | know
that Christine Sur of Representative Huffman's
office is wwth us. | don't know if she has an
update on --

MR. DOREMJUS: Marc, | can update you.
We're going to get himin here.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Ckay. G eat.

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Congr essman
Huf f man here by audio. Can you hear ne, Marc?

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  Absolutely. If you

will allow nme to provide a brief introduction, |
will then allow you to speak. W all know, I
t hi nk, Representative Huffman, | certainly know
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himand | fish wwth him so, there's that. He's a
Denocrat of the 2nd Congressional District of
Cal i forni a.

M. Huffrman has represented California's
northern coast since 2013 and is chairman of the
Water, Oceans, and WIldlife Subcomm ttee of the
House Natural Resources Commttee. He also serves
on the Select Commttee on the Cimate Cri sis.
Prior to serving in the House, Representative
Huf f man represented the North Bay and the
California State Assenbly and was a seni or
attorney for the Natural Resources Defense
Council. It's ny pleasure and honor to introduce
Jared Huf f man.

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN: Wl | thank you
so much for that introduction, Marc. And,
apol ogi ze that you're not seeing ne by video. W
wer e havi ng sone trouble | ogging in, and rather
than continue to fiddle and get ny canera working,
| thought | would at |least join you by audio. So,
| hope this can work. And, it's also great to be

here wiwth ny col | eague, Congressman Ed Case, and,
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of course, to hear from Congressman Don Young.

So, as all of you know, in an effort to
I ncl ude as many viewpoints as possible in this MA
reaut hori zation process, | undertook a Nati onal
Listening Tour. W did eight |istening sessions,
covered seven managenent regions during a 2-year
process that was unfortunately interrupted by the
pandem c. But, we continued part of it renotely.

This was co-led by ny wingman, 1'l1 call
him Ed Case of Hawaii, and together, occasionally
j oi ned by other coll eagues, we heard from 80
di fferent experts and stakeholders in addition to
getting public comments from dozens of nenbers of
the public, in persona and online. W didn't get
to as many places physically as | woul d have
| i ked, but | am hopeful that this is not the end
of the conversation, that we'll continue to hear
from stakehol ders fromall regions as we go
f orwar d.

And, the summary of what we've received
by way of feedback is reflected in what we

rel eased | ast Decenber, a discussion draft, and
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revisions for that bill are underway with the bil
that we wll be introducing very soon. So, this
I ncl udes taking into consideration the positions
that you folks have laid out in the CCC policy
paper on Magnuson reaut hori zation, and al so sone
| nput we've gotten directly fromvarious council
menbers.

So, | plan to continue this maxi num
transparency stakehol der incl usion approach as we
go forward through the legislative process. |I'ma
firmbeliever that good process nmakes good policy.
And, frankly, one of ny frustrations in tackling
conflict issues in ny 9 years in Congress is that
so nmuch of it has just evolved to backroom deal s
to really close proceedings that aren't delivered
that aren't inclusive, that aren't transparent.

So, we hope to do a process reset, and | hope the
politics wll kind of reset along with that.

| am | ooking forward to continuing to
work with ny colleagues on this, and | think it is
crucial that we try to find agreenent where we can

to address the urgent needs in fisheries
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managenment. And, so, we're going to keep trying
hard to nmake it bipartisan, if that's possible.
It's not an easy thing to do in WAshi ngton these
days. But, | prom se you the effort has been
there and will continue to be there.

So, the draft that Representative Case
and | have devel oped -- | want to enphasize --
does not reinvent the Magnuson framework. |t
really reaffirns the basic policy framework of
Magnuson, but it al so recognizes that it has been
a long tinme since the | ast Magnuson
reaut hori zati on.

And, there are new needs, sone new
realities, and a few new consi derations that
really should be reflected in a 21st century bill
t hat endeavors to inprove fisheries managenent and
strengthen fishing comunities. Mny of the
concerns we heard during the listening tour, as |
mentioned, are reflected and addressed in this
draft.

So, | know | don't need to get into too

much detail, but just a fewtop lines for you as a
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refresher. The draft includes provisions to
further prepare fisheries and comunities for
climate change. It includes inprovenents to
support fishing comunities.

And, a great exanple of that would be
di saster relief, a programthat had not been fast
enough or adequate enough, in ny experience, and
certainly based on a | ot of the feedback we've
received. The draft includes provisions to
| ncrease transparency and public participation,
and al so advancenents in electronic technol ogies
and i nproved dat a.

That was a consensus that we seened to
hear just about everywhere, was that nore
resources, nore technol ogy, these were areas of
broad consensus, and then provisions to strengthen
sustainability, such as essential fish habitat
consul tati on.

So, we incorporated several bipartisan
bills into this draft, and that includes sone that
go beyond the Magnuson Act but are also really

| nportant for fishing communities and fisheries
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managenent. That includes Representative Chellie
Pingree's Working Waterfronts Act, Representative
Suzanne Bonam ci's NOAA Sexual Harassnent and
Assault Prevention I nprovenent Act. The draft
previ ously included additional bipartisan
fisheries bills that were signed into | aw earlier
this year, so we won't need to continue to put
those in the bill.

| want to nention that | know that, from
the council perspective, any potential new
requi renents under an al ready strai ned budget
situation could be a potential concern. So, we're
definitely going to continue | ooking at funding
| evel s, to nmake sure that you all are adequately
supported. And, we will continue to push for nore
fundi ng from our appropriators here at Congress.
This wll not be the only thing we do on marine
fisheries managenent.

In closing, | just want to reiterate
that you're going to see a sustained conmmtnent to
good process from Representative Case and ne.

That neans that it needs to be coll aborative and
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open, and our discussion draft is the starting
point for that.

| wll keep working with stakehol ders
and experts and col |l eagues i n Congress throughout
the | egislative process, and, as | nentioned,
we're going to nake every effort to try to nmake
this bipartisan. So, | really appreciate you
inviting ne and | ook forward to our discussion.
Thank you, Marc.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nuch.
| s Representative Case wth you?

REPRESENTATI VE CASE: Yes, |'mright
her e.

CHAIl RMAN GORELNIK:  All right. Geat.
Representative Case, allow nme to provide a proper
I ntroduction. Representative Ed Case is a
Denocrat, 1st District of Hawaii. M. Case is
serving in his second termin Congress after
havi ng previously served in the 2nd District. He
sits on the sane subcommittee that M. Huffmn
chairs -- Water, COceans, and Wldlife. M. Case

al so serves on the Commerce, Justice, Science

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

97

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Subcomm ttee of Appropriations, which covers NOAA

M. Case practiced | aw between his two
congressional stints and was senior vice president
and chief legal officer of Qutrigger Enterprises,
a hotel and resort conpany. Representative Case,
wel cone.

REPRESENTATI VE CASE: Thank you so nuch.
Wel cone to each and all of you from WAshi ngt on,
D.C. and to ny friends and col | eagues in the
Western Pacific. (Speaking Hawaiian) Al oha.
Talofa. |It's good to be with you again. |
appreci ate the opportunity to be with you here
today with Chair Huffman and ot her of our
col l eagues. | want to keep ny own remarks short,
because we'd love to get into your discussion and
guesti ons.

So, | was able to go on a nunber of
Chair Huffman's |listening sessions. The |istening
sessions for the North Atlantic and for the
Northern Pacific and for other parts of our
country was quite eye opening for ne, and | took

away a couple of things to pass along to you.
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| think the first thing to pass along to
you -- and | wasn't sure that this was going to be
the answer -- but, MSA is generally worKking.
That's a pretty basic place to start, because that
nmeans what we want to do is to update and upgrade
and i nprove an existing act as opposed to trying
to replace it. | think that's positive.

| think that the issues that | heard
expressed by the people in the |istening sessions,
there weren't that many that were universal to al
of the listening sessions. There were areas where
we needed to inprove, and | think everybody was
pretty nmuch on the sanme page. But, where there
were concerns, they tended to be a little bit
nore, you know, |ocalized.

And, so, | take very seriously your
caution that we not solve any problens for any one
council -- perceived problemat |east, wth sone
broad mandates that will upset the applecart for
all other councils. And, of course, that's always
t he bal ance when you craft or inprove national

| egislation to find the things that should be
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national. The nmandates shoul d be national and
consistent. And, then you find on the areas that
shoul d be addressed on a nore regional or | ocal
basis. And, | think we're trying to sift through
that all.

So, fromny perspective, pretty good
news overall, areas that | feel needed to be
upgraded i ncluded representation on the councils
froma broader diversity of folks, to sonme extent
activities of councils, whether they were in
consonance with statutory nmandate or not. But,
these are things that we can all work through and
sol ve together, | think.

So, I'"'mgoing to stop there and sinply
t hank you for the partnership and to reinforce
Chair Huffman's statenent in spades, if this is an
open, transparent process where we all want to
talk very openly and civilly with each other about
how to nove into the next generation of NMSA

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nuch,
Representative Case. | want to see if we can give

anot her shot at that video from Representative
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Young. So, see if we've got the audi o worked out.

MR. PIEPER Marc, I'll try again, see
what we can do here.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE YOUNG Hello, |I'm
Congressman Don Young and | want to thank the
Counci | Coordination Commttee for having nme speak
to you today. |1'd like to be there personally, as
you well know. You know, COVI D 19 has caused a
| ot of problens, but that's not the real problem
we have today.

There's a crucial way of securing
necessary econom c opportunities to nanage our
fisheries as we've done. You know, as an original
co-sponsor of the Stevens-Magnuson Act, it was
supposed to be the Gerry Studds-Don Young Bill,
but in reality it's work. As an original sponsor,
|'ve watched it work, and, you know, it's one of
those things that | believe very strongly in.

It's very inportant for the fishing industry, the
State of Alaska, and, of course, the nation as a

whol e.
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We know that we believe in a sustainable
yield and a constant working on that wth the
councils, and that's been very successful and |
don't like the idea of soneone trying to undo it.
There are people wthin this |egislative body that
woul d |Ii ke to change the system and put all the
power back into the secretary's hands instead of
the council's. | think that would be a bad
m stake. And, we're in this for the conservation
and conti nued sustai nabl e yi el d.

| ' ve been working on a bipartisan effort
to make sure that this happens. M. Huffman is a
subcommittee chair. |'ve talked to the full
chairman. They have sone different ideas, but |
believe | the long run, with the help of ny
del egati on on the senate side, Senator Mirkowski
and Senator Sullivan will keep anything harnfu
from bei ng done to the Magnuson-Stevens Act. This
s an i ssue which we have to continue to work on
and pursue.

We know that the President's cone down.

Wiy? | don't know, the 30 by 30, which he wants
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to take 30 percent of the ocean and 30 percent of
the |l and nass away fromactivities other than just
to look at. That would be detrinental to the
fishing industry and especially online. W

al ready have regqgul ati ons, already have | aws that
take care of all those problens.

So, we have to continue to watch this

concept of fishing is not evil, it is good, as
| ong as you manage it as we have in Alaska. [|'m
very proud of that and I'll continue to work with

you. Keep working together. Keep having the
counci |l s toget her.

Thanks, Dave Whal ey, for working with ne
on this issue. He helped wite the bill, so he
knows what he's tal king about. And, | amwth you
all the way into nmaking sure that the
St evens- Magnuson Act, or the Young-Studds Act, is
reality inplenented as it should be, even with a
little bit of latitude, which | think is inportant
for the councils. Sone people say no. | say yes.

So, we'll see what happens. It's going

to take your help and your efforts and your
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coordi nation to nake sure this happens. Thank you
and have a good conference, and God bl ess you all.
This is Congressman Don Young.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. W
shoul d t hank Congressman Young for that video.

So, we have with us still Representatives Huffnan
and Case who are probably willing to respond to
guestions fromthe CCC. But, first, Adam do you
have any adnonitions for us as we engage in this
di scussion with these congressi onal nenbers?

MR. | SSENBERG Yes. Hi, everyone. |
was asked to just, you know, reiterate sone of the
rules relating to | obbying as it relates to
counci|l activities and to remnd you all that this
Is a council forum and, as such, participants are
constrai ned by the constraints on | obbying using
grant funds.

And, just a rem nder of sone of the
basic rules related to that, the main point is
that it is not permtted to | obby, which is to
seek specific legislative action, using council

funds. What is allowed is, where there's a
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specific request to do so, to nake a technical or
factual presentation related to the performance of
the grant. So, just sone guidelines on how to,
you know, distinguish between those.

VWhat is appropriate is to talk
specifically about how particular |egislative
proposals mght affect the council's ability to do
its work, to try to be specific about those
concerns and to avoid advocating for specific
out cones, recomrendi ng specific outcones,
supporting this or opposing specific outcones,
and, you know, just sort of general high- |evel
pol i cy discussions about |egislative proposals.

So, | hope that's helpful. |'mhappy to
answer any questions. But, otherwise, | wll |et
you get back to the discussion.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  All right. Thank
you very nuch, Adam So, | want to be respectful
of the tinme of representative Huffmn and
Representative Case. So, let's see if there are
any questions or, you know, within the limts we

have that Adam has just set for it. Let's have
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sone di scussion. John Gourl ey.

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you. And, to
Representatives Huf f man and Case, wel cone. You
said that it was going to be -- MSA |l egislation
was going to be dropped fairly soon. Do you know
if it wll be dropped this nonth or in the nonth
of June? Do you have a nore accurate date when it
wi |l be introduced?

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  This is Jared
Huf f man here. 1'll try to be as specific as |
can. W're waiting for legislative council to
finalize the process of giving us a bill that
could be introduced, and, if | had any nore
specific data | would give it to you. | prom se.
But, leg council has been a little slower than,
you know, historically, we would have expect ed.
If we can get it introduced this nonth, | would
| ove to do that, but if it |eaks into next nonth,
it wouldn't shock ne.

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you very nuch.
Appreciate it. W |look forward to looking at it.

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Thank you.
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CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Further,

there nust be sone questions. Tom Ni es.
MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Thank you, Congressman Huf f man and Congressnan

Case. I'mTom N es. |'m Executive D rector of
New Engl and Fi shery Managenent Council. 1'm
curious if you' re commttee wll be asking the

councils for technical comments on the inpacts of

the draft legislation. As Attorney |ssenberg just

poi nted out, we can only provide that information
if we receive a specific request. And, while |
know t here were sone specific requests, | think,
on sone earlier bills, I don't believe all the
councils received specific requests. Wuld that

be your intent when the legislation is dropped?

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Thanks for that

question, Tom | do understand. There is very

specific process. And, | should say that in

addition to Congressnan Case and | being commtted

to making this transparent and deli berative and
I nclusive, we want to make it ethical and keep

everybody out of trouble. So, we're going to do
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it right. And, when we have a bill in print, we
will initiate the formal process of getting
counci| feedback on the bill in print.

But, | also want to enphasi ze that we

have read your white paper where you put out
principles that you think are inportant froma
counci | perspective for Magnuson reauthori zati on.

And, we've had individual conversations with sone

counci | nmenbers along the way. So, it is not |ike

we have -- we've not had sone input, but we wll
definitely formalize that input going forward.
MR. NIES: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  John Gourl ey.
REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Ed, if you're
trying to speak, you're nuted.
REPRESENTATI VE CASE: Apol ogies. |
woul d just add, quickly, that this is quite
unusual in terns of preparing |egislation. Most

| egi sl ati on doesn't happen this way. W did

del i berately go out in advance of even setting any

ki nd of pen to paper to conduct the listening

sessions, and then, of course, we cane up wth
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speci fic approaches that we sent out there for
folks to weigh in on. And, so, that |evel of
advance di scussi on and openness is unusual. And,
so, | hope that that wll give people confort that
we plan on follow ng the exact sane approach after
formal legislation is introduced.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you. Chuck
Tracy.

MR. TRACY: Thank you, Representatives
Huf f man and Case, for com ng and presenting your
views to us here today. | just did want to nostly
say thank you for your listening to us, and |
think that it will be a unique approach to
| egislation. And, | agree with your statenent
that transparent process is key to good quality.
| think that's sort of the mantra here at the
councils. W firmy believe that open neetings
and getting lots of public input and opportunity
is really key to | ocked doors, so | just wanted to
t hank you for that unique approach that you're
t aki ng.

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Thank you,
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Chuck. | appreciate that.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: John Gourl ey, your
hand is still up?

MR, GOURLEY: Yes, thank you. | had a
second question. Representatives Huffrmn and
Case, are y'all planning to hold |egislative
hearings in Washington, D.C. on the
reaut hori zation? And, are you planning to
continue with your -- another round of neetings
around the country for it, or can you give us sone
insight into that?

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Yes, John,
there will definitely be hearings. So, | would
| mgi ne there's probably one hearing in the house
and then hopefully noving through a markup. And,
then, | can't say what the Senate woul d decide to
do, but, along the way, we wll continue to have
conversations with all types of stakehol ders.

And, | should clarify that, even after
the formal listening tour was over, | found nyself
inreally large virtual neetings with groups of

st akehol ders in Al aska and ot her places. So, this
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has really been an al nost continuous feedback | oop
and | woul d expect that will continue for sone
tine.

MR. GOURLEY: Thank you, gentl enen.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  The CCC is awmfully
shy. Are there any further questions? |'m not
seeing any further hands. | want to thank both
Representative Huf fman and Representative Case for
joining us. You're certainly welcone to stay with
us as we continue this agenda itemon Legislative
Qut | ook, and we appreciate your wllingness to be
W th us.

REPRESENTATI VE HUFFMAN:  Wel |, thank
you, Marc, and | want to thank ny good-| ooki ng
col | eague wth the working video canera, Ed Case.
That's one of many reasons he's a great guy to
work with. And, thank you, Marc, for showcasi ng
the beautiful Farallon Islands behind you, so --
if I'"'mnot mstaken, right?

CHAI RVMAN GORELNI K: I ndeed, those are
the North Farallon Islands, a place I1'd like to be

when the weat her is good but not when the weather

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmmittee Day 1 Page: 111

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

IS not.

REPRESENTATI VE CASE: | want to say
t hank you, also. | was very puzzled by why ny
chair was not on video, because he's not shy to go
on video. So, | wasn't sure what that was al
about. But, we look forward to working with each
and all of you further. Mhalo.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. Thanks,
again. And, again, you're nore than wel cone, or
your staff is welcone to stay with us. Next, we
have sone staffers that have joined us, and |I'm
going to ask Dave Wal ey to provide sone
i ntroductions to see if they have anything to
share wwth us and to see if we have any questions

of them So, Dave, are you with us?

MR VWHALEY: |'m here, M. Chairmn.
Thanks. First of all, let nme thank the staff that
are wlling to participate, and al so thank the

menbers for taking time out of their busy
schedules. | know there's been floor action today
I n both the House and Senate. So, |'mglad folks

are willing to partici pate.
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W' ve got a panel of congressional staff
today. There are two main conmttees that deal
with fishery and ocean issues in the U S
Congress. There's the Senate Conmerce, Science,
and Transportation Commttee, and there's the
House Natural Resources Commttee. W have
bi partisan staff, or | should say partisan staff
but from both sides of the aisle, both commttees
that are joining us today.

| ' ve been | ooking on the participants
list. | see three of the four, and hopefully the
fourth will join us. But, we have N kki Teutschel
from-- she's Senior Professional Staff with the
Senate Commerce Commttee. She works for Senator
Cantwel | and has for quite a nunber of years. So,
she works on the denocratic staff on the
conm ttee.

Hopeful ly, we'll soon see Fern G bbons
who is the policy director for Cceans and Surface.
Wth the Senate Commerce Commttee, she works for
Senat or Wcker and obvi ously works for the

Republ i can staff.
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On the House side we have Lora Snyder
who is Deputy Staff Director for the ful
commttee and also the staff director for the
Water, Cceans, and WIldlife Subcommttee. She
wor ks for Congressman Gijalva, the chair of the
commttee and works for the Denocrat staff. And,
we have Annick MIler who is professional staff on
the Natural Resources Commttee. She works for
Ranki ng Menber Westerman and works for the
Republ i can staff.

So, those are quick introductions.
Going by seniority, | think N kki is the nost
senior. So, N kki, if you want to start off. |
know fol ks are interested in not only what's going
on with the Magnuson Act reauthorization but also
any other fisheries issues that your bosses m ght
be interested in, or you want to break out your
crystal ball and tell us what you think is going
to happen in the next 2 years, that would be
great.

M5. TEUTSCHEL: Thank you, Dave. And, |

apol ogi ze now if | have to hop off quickly. The
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1 Senate is pretty busy today, working on a

2 conpetitiveness bill that is being managed by

3 Senator Cantwell. So, it's an all-hands-on-deck
4 situation over here.

S My nane is N kki Teutschel. | work for
6 Chair Cantwel|l from Washington State on the Senate
7 Commerce Commttee. | amthe Ccean Subcomm ttee
8 | ead and | al so oversee the maritine policies and
9 the Surface Subcommttee. |1've worked for Maria
10 for nore than 10 years, and |I'm a proud nenber of
11 t he Seagram (phonetic) mafia, which | know a

12 nunber of folks are on this call.

13 | want to kind of keep it brief, as |

14 said, in case | get pulled. Senator Cantwell's
15 been tal king a | ot about sal non infrastructure,

16 which in her mnd is habitat for fish, essential
17 fish habitat, stock assessnent, science. She's
18 just trying to capture that this infrastructure
19 process should include natural infrastructure and
20 anot her from Washi ngton State. You know, we know
21 sal non managenent is a little separate from you
22 all, but nothing captures that better for us than
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tal ki ng about this in the context of sal non.

So, she has been pushing Secretary
Rai nrondo and others to start | ooking at sone
solutions. W're trying to work with our
col | eagues to get nore oceans tax (phonetic) in
t hat package, because we do see this as a rare
opportunity to nmake sone neani ngful investnents in
fishery science, habitat, and the I|ike.

I n addition, a nunber of our nenbers are
i nterested in ocean acidification and ot her
science-type bills that affect fisheries. Wth
respect to Magnuson- Stevens, we have little bills
here and there that may anmend Magnuson, i ncl uding
the Shark Fin Sales Elimnation Act, which is
actually on -- in the bill that's on the floor in
the Senate this week and top out of commttee |ast
week.

But, we haven't had a | ot of pressure to
| ook at reauthorizing Magnuson in the Senate. St.
Cantwel | believes that Magnuson is working, and,
while there are little inprovenents that perhaps

could be made to various processes, -- and you
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shoul d tal k about those -- as a whole, we need to
protect Magnuson and | ook forward to doing so, as
she is Chair.

Let's see. I'mtrying to think of other
fisheries things. Forced labor in IUU is a hot
topic these days. W're hearing a | ot about that
froma nunber of commttees. Senators Wcker and
Cantwel | work together to secure the Maritine
Space Act that passed a couple of years ago and
the National Defense Authorization |egislation. |
think it's likely that there will be sone foll owp
to that activity in a bipartisan nmanner.

Al so, we're cogni zant that nenbers are
tal king a |l ot about SIM inprovenents. But, you
know, in the Senate | think we need to see the
outcone of SIMP. SIMP is inits infancy. W're
hearing that NOAA has a lot on its plate on SI M.
W want to nmake sure that that programis
acceptable, and we'll be |looking to know and to
make sure that it's working as is before we put
nore on NOAA' s pl ate.

Just, nore broadly, the Senate is --
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it's a 50/50 Senate, which is really interesting.
That neans our committee is half Denocrats, half
Republicans. So, every bill we pass has to be

bi partisan. (inaudible) tinme ny boss operates
normal Iy anyway, but it's alittle nore acute. |
t hi nk, on one hand, folks would say that's a
chal | enge, but on the other | think it's a real
opportunity, because fisheries should be

bi partisan. W work very well wth the nunber of
our col |l eagues across the aisle.

Wth respect to Magnuson, getting a
Magnuson out in a 50/50 Senate woul d be a
Her cul ean task. Perhaps we can use this challenge
and opportunity to focus our efforts on areas
where we do have bi parti san i nsurance and
opportunity and keep us focused on what's
achi evabl e.

So, to that end, you know, | know we
hear froma | ot of constituencies or are
surrounded by folks on this all the tine.

Fi shernmen are not shy in Washington State and

across the country, but if there are things you'd
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| i ke us to be smarter on, to be considering as
we're | ooking at opportunities, our door is always
open. So, it's nice to neet you all, and thank
you for including us.

MR. WHALEY: Thank you, Nikki. That was
great. | don't see if Fernis on. Fern, if you
are, do you want to say sonething? If not, we'll
go to Lora. Lora, are you there?

M5. SNYDER: Yes, hi. Thank you. Yes,
|'"'m Lora Snyder. |'mthe deputy staff director
for House Natural Resources Commttee and the
subcomm ttee staff director for Water, Cceans, &
Wldlife. 1'mnot going to speak much about
Magnuson reaut hori zation, since you just heard
fromny subcommttee Chair and one of our favorite
menbers of the WOW subcomm ttee, M. Case. |
think they gave you a pretty good recap.

Ki nd of junping on sonme of the topics
that N kki was discussing, | think one of our
priorities through the Anerican Jobs Plan is
focusing on ways to get additional funding to

coastal communities to do shovel -ready projects to
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restore habitat, to nake communities nore

resilient.

In Chair Gijalva's Ccean-based dimte
Solutions bill, there is atitle in there that,
Wi t hout the energy assessnent standalone bill, Ann

got into the broader HR2 infrastructure package
fromlast year on shovel -ready restoration
projects. W do add a section in there that says
to prioritize grants if the applicant can
denonstrate that they are working wth fishernen,
especially fishermen who have been negatively

| npacted by the pandem c.

We nodel ed the program the overall
program of f of the 2009 RF (phonetic) funds, the
stinmulus funds, and it was hugely successful. So,
| think that's one of our top priorities within
t he House Natural Resources Commttee in addition

to Chair Gijalva' s Ccean-based Cinate Sol utions

bill.

| know we heard from a nunber of you on
that bill. It wll be reintroduced, | think, in
the comng weeks. | do want to (i naudi ble) that
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30 by 30 section is not going to be included,
because that's going to be part of -- that's
al ready part of itens planned. So, there is the
title on climate ready fisheries that we've nade
significant changes to. | hope folks will take a
hard | ook at that bill, because | think that
there's a lot of good stuff in there for the
fishing community. W're |ooking at working
wat erfronts, et cetera.

Ni kki al so touched on the issue about
i1 legal fishing and human trafficking within the
seaf ood supply chain. The | ast Congress partnered
wi th her coll eagues on the Ways and Means
Commttee to request the International Trade
Comm ssion to conduct a report, |ooking at how
much illegal fishing is comng into the United
States (inaudible) 2.4 billion worth of seafood,
11 percent of it.

It al so | ooked at the inpact to domestic
fishernmen, and I think it's taking $60 mllion off
the table away fromdonestic fishernen. So, we

worked with Subcomm ttee Chair Huf f man and
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Congressnen Garret Graves who just (inaudible) to
bi parti san piece of legislation, the |1l egal

Fi shing and Forced Labor Prevention Act that was

i ntroduced | ast week. That will be a top priority
of the commttee.

We do think that there are a | ot of
opportunities for SIMP to be expanded, not only
for additional species but also to help give the
United States Governnent nore tools to identify
human trafficking wthin the seaf ood supply chain
and to ensure that that's not entering our market.

So, we're looking at that. And, then, |
bel i eve Congressman Huffman tal ked about this in
the context of MSA, but we also -- the essenti al
fish habitat, consultations, |anguage, we have
made changes to that. That's also included in
Ccean-based Cimate. It's in Magnuson and in the
Magnuson draft as well. And, then again, just
wor ki ng on sone of the smaller goals that
Congressman Chair Huf fman (i naudible).

MR. WHALEY: G eat. Thanks, Lora. |

still don't see Fern on the list. So, Annick, are
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you ready to go?

M5. RI VERA: Sure.

MR. WHALEY: Perfect.

M5. RIVERA: Annick MIller. N ce to see
nost of you. | have been with the commttee for
al nost 3 years. | nostly work on western water
| ssues, but | have been known to work on ocean
policy throughout the years. As you' ve heard from
the majority, so |l won't really bore you wth many
details. Since we are not in charge, we don't
really get to control the agenda.

But, we look forward to the discussions
t hat Chairman Huf f man has tal ked about with
potential MSA reauth, especially the hearings in
the regular order. W definitely believe that
anything that we're tal king about when it cones to
MSA reauth, or any of these bills that we're
di scussi ng, should go through regul ar order and we
shoul d have the opportunity to have al
st akehol der s engaged.

Aside fromthat, | know a |ot of our

coastal nenbers, including M. G aves, are very
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Interested -- or the GQulf Coast on the red snapper
| ssue, which | wll not be going into right now.
| wll save you all fromthat.

But, aside fromthat, we have -- yeah, a

| ot of our nenbers are very interested in any
potential changes to MSA that have been

| ntroduced, and the IUU issue for sure is one that
Is a hot topic. But, we |ook forward to having
heari ngs and goi ng through regular order to

di scuss these issues and obviously to hear from
you guys.

MR. WHALEY: Thank you, Annick. M.

Chai rman, do we want to open up for questions, and
are staff wlling to stick around for a few nore
m nut es?

CHAI RMVAN GORELNIK:  Yes, | think that if
there are any questions of the staff, we want to
be respectful of their tinme. But, if they're
willing to stick around for a few mnutes to see
I f there are any questions fromthe commttee and
CCC, and, of course, if you have questions of

staff, you would pl ease rai se your hands and |
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will call on you.

| ' m not seeing any hands. Dave, do you
have any questions? Bill Tweit, please go ahead.

MR. TWEIT: Thanks, M. Chair, and hello
to Nl kki in particular. Good to see a face.

M5. TEUTSCHEL: Hey, stranger. (Laughs)

MR TWEIT: | appreciate everybody's
time here today. | understand you all are working
really hard at the nonent, and that's great. One
of the issues that we have been hearing nore about
and, in fact, was highlighted sone by Sam Rauch
fromthe agency this norning with sone of his
i ntroductory remarks -- our ability to reach out
to underserved communities. And, for us on the
North Pacific Council, that's a really
cross-cultural as well as a gigantic geographic
chal | enge.

And, just wondering, what kinds of tools
you t hi nk Congress nmay be thinking about to
provide councils with assistance in that. It
definitely broadens our workload, it broadens our

sort of time demands on us, our resources and all
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t hat .

But, we also see it as sonething that
we' ve certainly gained experience with this
t hrough the pandemc that's been one of the --
sort of the unexpected consequences of the
pandemic is that sonme of those underserved
communities have felt nore isolated from us
because we couldn't neet in person, but others
have taken advantage of the opportunities that
we've afforded to neet with us virtually nore.
And, so, we're really grappling with this issue of
-- they can't take a diverse range of outreach.
That's clear as well. And, that's going to be a
chal |l enge for us, also.

So, back to the basic question is, what
kind of tools do you think Congress is sort of

t hi nki ng about for hel ping us address that?

M5. TEUTSCHEL: Thanks, Bill. 1'll take
the first crack. You know, | appreciate you
bringing that up. | think that's a big issue

across the NOAA enterprise, not just fisheries and

counci |l s but sonething they should be thinking
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about (inaudible) large. | think the obvious
answer i s appropriations. There needs to be nore
funding for councils for a | ot of things,
I ncl udi ng this.

| think, in addition, the last 4 years
showed us sone of the chall enges we have and
opportunities for inprovenent, I'll say, to keep
It positive, on tribal consultations specifically,
and what nore NOAA can do both froma staffing
I nfrastructure perspective with interacting
(phonetic) with our tribal -- that are recogni zed
treaty tribes as well as -- you know, | think
there's a real interest in Indian country, as it's
been descri bed to ne.

And, in tal king about not only having
that consultation relationship on regul atory
| ssues, including many of the actions councils
take, but also on policy and larger initiatives
wher e i ndi genous know edge and tribal treaty rites
are affected, again, through NOAA' s enterprise.

So, I'"'mnot sure what the answer is

right now, but it's sonething that we are talking
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a |l ot about and are considering as we're worKking
on -- Senator Cantwell's working on a NOAA Organic
Act. NOAA has never been authorized, and so we're
| ooki ng at kind of strengthening the role for
tribes at that level. |If there are
recommendati ons fromthe CCC on additional tools
besi des noney that we can work with you all on, we
are all ears, because this is a really inportant

| ssue.

M5. SNYDER: I'll just junp in, because
on (inaudible) on Thursday Chair Gijalva's
(inaudible) that it |ooks into the requirenents of
tribal consultation, tribal federal actions.

We're having a hearing on that on Thursday, and
Chair Gijalva is the author of the Environnental
Justice for Al bill. So, this is definitely a
top priority of his.

| will (inaudible) attention on this a
little bit, the ability to host things virtually
has actually opened up the ability to hear nore
voi ces. W've actually, through conducting our

hearings online and virtually, we're able to get
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such -- so many nore stakehol ders that probably
couldn't afford to fly to D.C. on short notice to
testify.

So, we have found that it's been really
val uabl e to get nore perspective in place. So, |
wi |l al so encourage the CCC and the councils that
-- to allow virtual participation. And, that
shoul dn't be too expensive. So, that would be one
thing | can -- | nmean, | woul d suggest outside of
-- like a (inaudible) appropriations. The other
thing that we're also -- again, because of, you
know, mnmy boss's priorities and where he has been a
| eader, those shovel -ready restoration projects,
that bill, also where | said it prioritized
working wwth fishernen, it's also prioritizing
sone habitat restoration projects, living
shoreline projects that are, again, good for fish
i n under- resourced communities as well.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Anyt hing further
fromstaff in response to Bill's question? Thank
you. And, thank you, Bill, for the question. Are

t here any ot her questions of our congressional
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staff?

MR. WHALEY: M. Chairman, for the
record, when | used to cone up to these neetings,
| got peppered (phonetic), and | can't believe
nobody's going to ask any nore questions.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: | think people are
being very polite, which is nice. But, |'ve not
known this to be a shy group. So, let's see if
there's anything -- any further questions. O,
maybe governnment is working so well that we don't
have any further questions. |'mnot sure what the
answer is. Kitty.

M5. SIMONDS: Well, | have to be very
careful here. | don't have a question, but | just
did want to convey concerns for our region. The
United States has three tuna fisheries in the
Central and South Pacific, and our fishery is one
of them The other is the Anerican Sanpba tuna
fishery, and the other is the U S. (inaudible)
fishery.

So, our concerns are with illegal,

unreported fishing, and we nonitor gl obal
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Fi shwatch, which | hope everybody does as well.
And, the seafood conpetition, we are in huge
conpetition, because our fishernen have to fish

al ongsi de of China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea. And, as
you all probably know, China increased its
longliners in the last 5 years from 100 to several
hundred, and Tai wan has 2, 000 | ongliners out

t here.

So, our big concerns are in the
I nternational arena, and | think it's w se that
there are -- there is legislation out there and if
anybody needs any information about all of this
out here, we have it all. And, the U S., the U S.
Provi des aide to many of these countries and
billions of dollars. So, really, |ooking at and
supporting U. S. fishing is what needs to happen.
So, thank you.

M5. SNYDER  Thank you, Kitty. ['l]
just respond really quickly. The ITC report that
was finalized, | think, 2 nonths ago did identify
China as the top inporter of illegal seafood. |

think they're the highest anount, and we do think
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1 that the UU report by NOAA that there's

2 certainly roomfor inprovenent.

3 The bill (inaudible) that -- | don't

4 think it's posted yet, because it was just

S i ntroduced | ast week, but we'll neke sure that you
6 guys have it. And, to Nick's point, | promse

7 everything will go (inaudible). (Laughs) W are
8 pl anning to have a hearing, and we had two

9 hearings on the issue in the | ast Congress as

10 well. And, we'll continue that dialogue and |'m

11 happy to send it to the CCC to ask for CBA

12 (phonetic) as well. And, we're happy to do that.
13 M5. SIMONDS: That's all | can ask for.
14 (Laughs)

15 CHAIl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. Thank
16 you. Eric Reid?

17 MR. REID: Yes, thank you, M. Chairman,
18 and thank you, Ms. Teutschel, Snyder, and Ml er.
19 My question is about the industry's interaction
20 with alternative energy. |'mfrom New Engl and. |
21 guess we're the first one over the edge when it

22 cones to interacting with wind farns.
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So, ny question is, how do you see the
| ndustry as a whol e being better able to enhance
Its participation and interaction with not only
our politicians but wth these foreign conpani es?
At this point, I would say we are an
underrepresented community at this tine, and |I'd
just be interested to hear if you have any ideas
or suggestions on how we can have nore neani ngf ul
I nput in the outcones of sonme of these cunul ative
| npacts for thousands of w nd turbines. Thank
you.

M5. SNYDER  Yes, | think, well, early
engagenent is obviously very inportant by the
agencies and by industry. | guess | recently was
| ooki ng through all of the mtigation pieces of
the EIS for the proposal up in New England. And,
at sone point it doesn't need to be here, but I'm
curious, because it seens like there are a |ot of
proposals on the table to help mtigate the
concerns, but would [ ove to hear sone nore
specific feedback fromthe fishing community on

their concerns around this mtigation conponent.
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M5. RIVERA: |'Il junp in.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K Go ahead, pl ease.

M5. RIVERA: | have nostly a question
for you guys. Do you think both NOAA and BOVE
(phonetic) talk to each other very well and
| i sten, or have you different opinions on that?
Not to put NOAA and BOVE on the spot, but.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Wl 1, the only hand
up | see is Dave Wialey. |I'mnot sure if he wants

to respond or if there's a CCC nenber who wants to

respond to that. |'mnot going to offer an
opinion. 1'mnot sure if the question was
rhetorical .

M5. RIVERA: It doesn't have to be
rhetorical, but it mght be. (Laughs)

M5. SNYDER: So, | have a suggesti on.
You asked for sone of us to -- one of the things
that we definitely, for a period of tine, a |ot of
-- we are hearing mainly fromfishernen and
of f shorenmen (phonetic). And, one of the things
that we heard a lot was that their proposals are

in the historical fishing area. But, that
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i nformation is not public, unless the vessels have
Al'S on them

And, then we went -- it's -- we had to
know and asked sonme questi ons about what
percentage of fisheries have BMF (phoneti c)
requi renents, so even where NOAA woul d know where
fishing is happening. And, this has actually cone
out a few tinmes, because NOAA had this website
t hat shows where w nd activity can happen, it
shows where fishing activity is happening, but it
doesn't include all fishing activity.

So, one of the things that | do think is
really inportant is that fisheries have A'S or
BMF. So, we actually can nake smarter deci sions
for other uses of the ocean. So, | am a huge
proponent of AIS for that purpose, too, and al so
for -- Kitty just nmentioned G obal Fishing Watch
and being able to identify illegal fish com ng
into our country that uses Al'S, BWMS.

| think it's just a very val uable tool,
and |'m helping to determ ne where different

activities should take place and also helping to
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1 determne illegal fishing activities. So, that is
2 one thing that | think is very inportant.

3 CHAl RVAN GORELNIK:  Eric, you had your

4 hand up since the start of this topic. Go ahead.
3 MR. REID: Yes, sorry, M. Chairman. |
6 opened Pandora's box. Sorry about that, but, to

7 that point, Ms. Snyder, it's very inpressive that
8 you know about AlIS and |I'm happy to talk to you

9 offline, not to waste everybody's tine here. But,
10 your point about AI'S should not fall on deaf ears,
11 especially for fisheries, not necessarily in New
12 Engl and but around the rest of the country that

13 have no data on where they work. So, that was a
14 great answer and | would -- you know, anytine you
15 want to tal k about offshore wind, I'd be nore than
16 happy to have a conversation with you. And, thank
17 you very nuch for your tine.

18 M5. SNYDER  Thank you.

19 CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  Ed Watanura. (No

20 response) Ed, you're nmuted. There you go. (No

21 response) Ed, we're not hearing you.

22 MR. WATAMURA:  Yes, | just wanted to
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(i naudi bl e) answer your original question and
(i naudi bl e) BOME - -

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Ed, your audio is
not really readabl e, so.

MR. WATAMURA: (i naudi bl e) Russi an
(phonetic) energy --

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Can you try that
agai n, because we really couldn't understand what
you' re sayi ng.

MR. WATAMURA: The BOME (i naudi bl e)
energy at (inaudible) has net with us and have
| aid out their proposal and the | ocation
(i naudi bl e) of where they're thinking about doing
the wind farns here (inaudible) -- oh, | have ny
mc on. | don't know why --

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Well, |
t hi nk you provided sone input on -- it sounded
like with your work with BOVE. |[|Is that right?

MR. WATAMURA: How about now?

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK:  Yes. Try it again.

Go ahead.

M5. SNYDER: Perhaps he could type it in
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the chat.
CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Yes. Wiy don't you
try that, Ed. | think there is an audi o problem
MR. WATAMURA: Yes, the sunmaries that
|"ve -- I'"mnot hearing --

CHAI RVMAN GORELNI K:  Yes, | think that
there is a bandw dth i ssue sonewhere in the pipe
here. But, Ed, let ne --

MR WATAMURA: Yes, | guess |'m not
comng -- the connection nust be not good. Sorry.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: It kind of comes and
goes. Dave Whal ey, your hand has been up awhil e.
What say you?

MR. WHALEY: Thanks, M. Chairman. |
was j ust going to ask another question, if we
wanted to nove on to another issue.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Why don't you go in
and ask your question and then we'll come back to
Ed, and hopefully whatever is limting his
bandw dth will be resolved by then.

MR. WHALEY: Ckay. Before | do that, |

understand Fern G bbons is online as an attendee.
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She had sone trouble logging in as a presenter,
but maybe t he Webex host coul d nove Fern G bbons
I nto a panelist or participant node.

The question | was going to ask was,
we' ve tal ked anong the executive directors and
sone of the council nenbers quite a bit about the
30 by 30 executive order. Councils around the
country have done a lot to protect habitat, to set
aside areas to protect mari ne manmal s, and have
done other closures. | just wondered, from
congressional staff's point of view, if you have
any insights on what the adm nistration m ght
consi der as conservation and whet her the closures
t hat councils have worked on count toward that 30
per cent nunber.

M5. RIVERA: 1'Ill let Lora go first on
t hat one.

M5. SNYDER  (Laughs) | believe in the
report that NOAA put out -- and NOAA can speak to
-- the admnistration can speak to this better
than | can -- but, | believe they're working with

USGS to do the mapping and identifying. |Is it 23
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percent that's already been protected or is it 26
percent that's already been protected? Because,
those seemto be the two nunbers that are out
t here.

| wll say, fromChair Gijalva's
perspective and our perspective, with the
Ccean-based Cimte Solutions bill, we had the 30
by 30 section in there. Now, | don't know if
peopl e picked up on this, but we did try and very
much acknowl edge the work that councils had done,
and not just for closed areas but for areas where
it was -- sone of them were destructive fishing
gears were not allowed, that | ow bycatch fisheries
or what not .

W did say identify what those are and
| ook and see what other additional protection that
Magnuson- Stevens is not able to -- you know, from
whether it could be mning, drilling, whatnot.
But, go and | ook at what the councils have al ready
done. Don't use that as like lowhanging fruit to
just conpletely ban those areas when there's been

counci|l action and a | ot of stakeholder input in
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what not to do. They're good neasures to protect
habitat and species. What el se could be |ayered
on for those protections?

So, that we called out in our person
(phonetic) of the bill, and they do (i naudi bl e)

m ght think that that is inportant. And, then |
think for terns of council protection, there is a
guestion -- is that permanent? And, then there is
al so the question of -- for -- Magnuson is not
able to protect everything, you know, from
everything. So, what additional protections need
to be in place for those areas outside of
Magnuson? So, | nean, that's just where we are
comng from our perspective, but |I can't speak
for the admnistration on their plan.

M5. RIVERA: From our perspective, |
mean, obviously we don't want to see full closures
that will affect fisheries. The report doesn't
really go into too nuch detail, at |east the one
that was rel eased on the ocean side. So, we | ook
forward to seeing what the adm nistration puts out

when it cones to the ocean conponent of it.
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Qoviously, we've listened to our witnesses when we
tal k about MPAs. W clearly are not huge fans of
it. So, that tells us our first LTR (phonetic)
perspective on increasing MPAs in general.

M5. G BBONS: This is Fern. WMaybe |'l1|
just junp in, because | think I'mlive. Sorry |I'm
|ate. So, | work wth Ranking Menber W cker and
it's our position the U S. already has the
strongest ocean conservation laws in the world and
we (inaudible) we are able to, which is obviously
nmore limted than we would like, we'll continue to
convey to the admnistration that we have | aws on
t he books. W don't need arbitrary goals
(i naudi bl e) actually serve conservation needs.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Dave?

MR. WHALEY: | think N kki got off the
| ine as soon as | asked that question. So, she's
probably the smartest of the group. M. Chairnman,
if I could have one nore quick question that
relates to sone issues that are going to cone up
| ater in the CCC neeting. But, | know Senat or

W cker had an aquaculture bill in the | ast
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Congress. Not nuch had been said about
aquacul ture legislation for the 117th Congress
yet. | just wondered if any of your bosses have
an interest where that issue ranks in a priority.
M5. G BBONS: | nean, we think
aquacul ture can be a really inportant part of the
overal |l (inaudible) econony, where the aquaculture
initiative is largely (inaudible) by the
(i naudi bl e) office for us, but | wll neet wth
them and say that they are taking last year's bil
as a starting point but doing yet another round of
st akehol der feedback and input and trying to
really see if they can't get to a consensus
product (phonetic). By the fact that the bill has
not yet passed, it's a pretty heavy lift, because
there are a lot of equities to consider, and |
think that we're -- | know that commrercial fishing
interest is very high on the list of folks, that
they woul d want any process -- they would want any
process to be in close (inaudible) wth the
commercial fishing industry, because that's

obviously really inportant to sone folks, to
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M ssi ssi ppi

general ly.

specifically, but nationw de

So, it is a wrk in progress. It's an

| nportant topic, but we don't yet have a workabl e

solution, a

passabl e sol uti on.

MS. SNYDER: And, then, from our

perspecti ve,
Ccean- based

all aquacult

our position on aquaculture is in the
Cimate Solutions bill. W think that

ure is created equal. W are nore

supportive of what we're (inaudible) restorative.

OCcean aquaculture is still looking at primarily

bi val ve (inaudible). So, if you |look at that

bill, you'll

see where we are in aquacul ture.

M5. RIVERA: 1'mgoing to stay out of

t hat one for

NOW.

M5. SNYDER. That's a signoff, too.

(Laughs)

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Wel |, thank you for

your time.
(i naudi bl e),

hi s hand up.

We val ue your participation. | see

I f you stick around, Chuck Tracy has

MR. TRACY: Thanks, M. Chairman, and
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all of you for comng in to give us your thoughts.
| just wanted to follow up wwth Lora. | should
mention sone of the aspects of the 30 percent
conservati on objective and the pernmanence of
areas, and | guess that's sonething that the
council has sone thoughts about and sone
di scussi ons about. So, | guess any feedback you
could provide, nowor in the future, as to what
you nean by permanence of our closed areas would
be helpful. | nean, | think there's been sone
questions about whether the council's regul ations
are permanent. But, you know, | think they're
pretty permanent as far as we're concerned, but
(i naudi bl e) any (inaudible) on that woul d be awf ul
to us.

M5. SNYDER: Well, | nean, they can
change the regulation. | think of this as
difficult. Again, | can't speak for the

adm ni stration, but as we were drafting sone of

this |l anguage, like the (phonetic) address sone of

t he questions that we are aski ng oursel ves.

And, one of -- oh, | forget if it was
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| i ke deep-sea coral -- because | think we had a
provision last tinme that was basically like if the
counci| designate |like a deep-sea coral area, then
we lay on it a bunch of protections, too, and then
| ayer on other protections for closed areas.

And, there was concern while -- for the
councils, but the councils just go and do cl osed
areas to get these additional protections and then
open them back up. So, we just did a review |
think we said it needs to be | ooked at every 5 or
10 years, | think, is how we dealt with it. But,
| think that those are -- and nore (inaudible)
speaki ng to sone of the feedback and concerns and
comments that had been (inaudible) about that and
| ooki ng at sone of the definitions. So,
certainly, I"'msure it's going to be sonething you
all wll be discussing with NOAA as they are
wor ki ng on their next report.

MR. TRACY: Thank you.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: M. \Whal ey, your
hand was up?

MR. WHALEY: Yes, thank you M.
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Chai rman. Before we nove on to the next item|
just wanted to put in a shaneless plug for the CCC
Wor ki ng Group paper, position paper on the
Magnuson- St evens Act Reaut horization. |It's been
sonething that the councils have, the CCC in
particul ar, has worked on for a nunber of years;
when | was on the HIIl, it was a very val uable
docunent and | think the work that's been done on
It makes it a really val uabl e resource.

And |l astly, before | get in trouble with
Adam | just wanted to note there are a | ot of new
menbers of the House, Natural Resources Conmittee,
and there are quite a few new nenbers of the
Senate Commerce Conmmttee. For those that m ght
represent coastal districts, | think we're all owed
toinvite themto council neetings to help educate
themon fisheries issues; but as Adamtold us, we
need to be careful about | obbying, but I just want
to put in a plug, if you' re having a neeting, an
| n-person neeting, and you know there is a new
menber of congress who's not famliar wth fish

| ssues, give ne a yell.
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1 CHAl RMAN GORELNI K O staff.

2 MR WHALEY: O staff.

3 CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Well,

4 | "' m not seeing any nore hands. Thank you to each
S of the staff nenbers who joined us, you're always
6 wel cone, either at CCC or at council neetings, and
7 hopefully one day we can all neet in person to

8 have these discussions. So, wth that, thank you
9 to the staff, you're welcone just to hang with us
10 if you' d Iike, but we're going to nove on within
11 the sane agenda item |1'd |ike Dave Whaley to

12 provide a wap, if you wll, on legislation and

13 then we will go to the legislative work group

14 report after that.

15 MR. WHALEY: Thanks, M. Chairman. |

16 know a |l ot of |egislative issues have al ready been
17 brought up; 1'll just note a couple of quick ones.
18 Qobvi ously, right now we only have one

19 Magnuson- Stevens Act Reauthorization Bill that's
20 been i ntroduced. Chairman Huffrman noted that his
21 m ght be introduced as soon as the end of the

22 nmonth, so we'll look forward to that. So far
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there are no Aquaculture Permtting Bills that
have been introduced; as Fern nentioned, that's
still a priority for Senator Wcker, so we m ght
see sonething before too nuch I onger. Forage fish
| egi slation, there is no House Bill, but there has
been a Senate Bill that was introduced by Senat or
Bl unment hal from Connecticut. As nentioned, there
are shark issues or shark bills that have been
noved, there are currently four shark bills that
have been introduced; one of those was added to
the Endl ess Frontiers Act Bill, which is being
consi dered by the Senate right now, this week; so,
it's possible that there will be a Shark Fin
Prohibition Bill that will pass the house this
week. Last year we had a Driftnet Bill that woul d
have banned West Coast driftnets for certain
fisheries. That bill passed both the House and
the Senate, but was vetoed by the President. It
has been reintroduced in both the House and the
Senate, so | expect action before too nuch | onger
on that.

One other issue that | was going to
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bring up was the, Congressman Gijal va had

I ntroduced the Ocean Climte Sol utions Act that

Lora tal ked about. It was a fairly conprehensive
bill that included a |ot of issues that the
councils mght be interested in. It was 259
pages, so | was, | was killing nyself trying to do

a summary | ast year. As Lora nentioned, it's
| i kely to be reintroduced soon; so once it is, |
will try and do a review of that.

Lastly, it was nentioned that Rick
Spi nrad has been nom nated as the Under Secretary
for Cceans and Atnosphere for NOAA. On Thursday
nmorning a 10: 00, the Senate Comrerce Conmittee is
going to do a hearing on his nom nation and he
will be testifying, so for those of you on the
East Coast that are awake and want to watch that,
you m ght get sone insights into M. Spinrad.

And | astly, the NOAA Fisheries AA is not
a Senate confirmation, is not a Senate confirm
confirmabl e position, easy for ne to say, but |
suspect the Senate Commerce Commttee wll do a

heari ng on whoever that nomnee is, and I'll |et
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you know when | hear about that. So, M.
Chai rman, unless there are questions for ne, |'ll
shut wup.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Wel |, [ ook. W have
a question. Go ahead.

MR. TWEIT: Thanks, M. Chair. Hey,
Dave. The -- you nentioned that the Drift Bil
Net Ban is noving through, that has one other
elenment to it, totally unrelated, and that's the
aut hori zation of an unspecific council to raise
revenues for an RQE. M/ understanding is that
that's attached, but in a slightly different

| anguage. Can you enlighten ne on that?

MR. WHALEY: | have not | ooked at that
| anguage specifically. | know they were talking
about putting it in the Senate bill at |east; |
don't knowif it's in the House bill. Let ne get

back to you on that.

MR. TWEIT: | appreciate it.

CHAl RMAN:  GORELNI K:  Any further
guestions of Dave on his wap? Al right. Thank

you very nuch, Dave, for your help. W'Ill now go

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

151

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

to the Legislative Work G oup report and Dave
Wtherell.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Morgan's going to help ne and | oad the PDF of ny
first presentation fromthe Work G oup. Stand by
until that cones up.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K No probl em

M5. COREY: Yeah, just a nonent, Dave.

MR. W THERELL: Thank you, Mrgan. |
have a very brief report of Legislative Wrk G oup
activities and enbedded in the presentation is a
short picture story, if you wll, of what | did in
ny free tine during the COVID | ockdown. Next
sl i de.

So, we have nenbership on the Wrk G oup
fromall of the different councils, as well as
Dave Wal ey as an ex- official nmenber. This was

ny last neeting as Chair of the Wirk G oup and,

according to our bylaws, | guess, if you will, and
Tom Nies will step up to the Chair for the next
two years, and the CCC wll need to approve a new

Vice Chair to take that role. Next sli de.
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So, we did have a neeting since the | ast
CCC neeting. If you renenber at the |last CCC
neeting, the group passed the Legislative Wrk
G oup with revising the Consent to Statenent for
Aquacul ture, because in 2020 the 5th Grcuit Court
had i ssued an opi nion that NOAA didn't have the
authority to issue regulations for Aquacul ture,
and the councils didn't have the authority to, or
ability to adopt the Aquaculture FFP. So, the
Wrk Group worked on a Consent to Statenent for
your approval at this neeting. W also received a
status report on MSA Reaut horization, another bil
from Dave Whaley simlar to what you heard today.
We took a |l ook at our working paper relative and
specifically to the references to very old
| egi sl ation pre 2019 |egislation. Many of the
| i nks were no | onger working, so we decided to
take those |inks out of the working paper and just
i ncl ude a pointer to the fisherycouncils.org
web- page that contains all the council letters,
comment letters on legislation, and all of the

| inks to the various fishery legislation that we
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wi || keep updat ed.

Fourth, we tal ked about whether or not
we wanted to add additional topics at this point
for the working paper based on the | egislation
that was introduced in the | ast congress, and we
decided to wait and see what was introduced in
this congress, and see if there were other topics
that we needed to address in the future. Slide.

And here is the proposed Aquaculture
statenment, Consent Statenment fromthe Wrk G oup.
|"mnot going to read it here, it is attached to
the Work Group mnutes, but basically it says that
the CCC believes that the councils do have an
| nportant role, particularly with regard to
permtting and revi ew of Aquacul ture operations.
And the statenent really discusses what the
benefits that the councils bring to the table in
doing so. Next slide.

So, the next steps for the Woirk G oup
woul d be to update the working paper to include a
new Consent of Statenent on Aquaculture and to

conti nue addi ng and refining our regional council

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

154

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

perspectives, and you recall that we try to keep
t hose updated and we put a date noting when the

| ast update in the working paper from now on-out.
And we do have sone updates fromthe South

Atl antic and New Engl and included in the draft
that's posted for this neeting, CCC neeting.

Addi tionally, of course, we'll continue
to track various fishery bills, including MA
Reaut hori zati on. Next page.

Just to reiterate at this neeting, we'd
be | ooking to have the CCC approve a Consent to
Statenent for Aquaculture and to nake a notion to
select a new Vice Chair; and as | nentioned, that
Vice Chair will assunme the chairmanship of the
Wrk Goup three years from now.

M. Chairnman, that concludes ny
presentation. You can put on the next slide,
Morgan, if anyone wants to see the final project
| "' mworking on too. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

That concl udes ny report.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Thanks, Dave. Both

the report and your handiwork are very inpressive.
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So, let ne see if there are any questions of Dave
on the work group report. John Quinn.

MR QUINN. Chairman, | don't have a
guestion, but at the appropriate tinme, | have a
couple of notions to nmake; so after the question,
|'d be happy to put a couple notions forward.

CHAIl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. John,
thanks for that. Wat we'll dois, we'll see if
there's any questions here, then we'll go on to
see if there is any public coment, and then we'l]|
conme back to council discussion and action. So,
| et me see, before we go to public coment, | want
to make sure we've answered any questions there
may be on the report. And, John, your hand is
still up for notions, which will be later; is that

right or do you have a question? There you go.

Al right. [|'mnot seeing any hands for
any questions on the report, so | wll next see if
there's any public comment, so I'll turn to

Ni chol as and see if there's any public coment, if
anyone has chatted you with a public coment

request on this agenda item
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MR. PIEPER No, | don't see any
comments as of yet.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. All
right, so that will take us to council discussion
and action on this agenda item so, now would be
the appropriate tine for folks to raise their hand
for discussion or notions. John Quinn.

MR. QUINN. Thank you very nuch, M.

Chai rman, and | would |ike to nove that the CCC
approves the Legislative Wrking Goup's proposed
Aguacul ture Consents of Statenent.

CHAI RVMAN GORELNIK: Al right. Thank
you, John, for that notion. W wll need a second
on this notion, if soneone wll raise their hand
to second the notion. Chris More raises his hand
to second the notion. So, John, do you want to
speak to your notion at all?

MR QU NN:. No, | think Dave Wtherell
explained it and I think he said it was a rather
| engt hy one, and | assune peopl e have reviewed the
docunent .

CHAl RMEN GORELNIK:  All right. Thank
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you. Let ne see if there's any discussion on this
notion. Raise your hand if so, and if not, | wll
call the question, so unnmute yourselves so you can
vote. So, all those in favor of this notion say
"I", oppose "No", "Extensions". (Mdtion passed

wi th no nays voiced) The notion passes

unani nously. John, thank you very nuch for that
notion. |Is there, or | think you said you had a
further notion?

MR QU NN: Yes, | have a further notion,
yes. M second notion is that | nom nate Dr.
Carrie Simmons for the position of Vice Chair of
the Legislative Working G oup. In making this
notion, | want to thank Dave Wtherell for all of
the work he's done, | knowit's a challenge to get
deep into sone of these legislative matters; and |
want to congratulate ny coll eague and friend, M.
Nies. | think I want to congratulate himto
ascendi ng by bylaw to the chai r manshi p.

CHAIl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. Thank

you, John, for that notion and | agree wth

everything you just said. Do we have a second on
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this notion? Tom Frazer seconds the notion, and
so, John do you feel you need to speak any further
to this notion?

MR QUINN. No, | think in ny nmaking of
the notion | added the comments | wanted to add.

CHAI RMAN GORELNIK:  All right. 1Is there
any discussion on this notion? |'mnot seeing any
hands, |I'lIl call the question, so everyone unnute.

Al those in favor say "Aye," "(Opposed," anyone
opposed? (Motion passed by voice vote, no nays
voiced) Al right. | wouldn't be surprised if
Carrie voted no, a lot of responsibility there,
but the notion passes unani nously. As was st at ed,
many thanks to Dave Wtherell for his service and
| eadership on the conmttee. Good |luck to Tom and
to Carrie in your new positions on the Legislative
Commttee. So, John, do you have anything
further?

MR QU NN:. No, those are the only two
notions | wanted to nake, so thank you, M.

Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you very nuch
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for noving us along there. Let ne ask the CCC, is
there any further business on this, either
di scussion or notions, on this agenda itenf

Ckay. |'mnot seeing any hands, so we
have no further business here. | think, |I want to
t hank John for the notions and | think that was a
very informative agenda item but that concl udes
the |l egislative outl ook agenda itemand wll take
us to our next agenda item #5 integration of the
ESA section 7 with MSA, and | think there is a
slide deck on this, is there not, Kitty?

M5. SIMONDS: Right, there is, yes. So,
who has it?

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Morgan's bringing it
up?

M5. SIMONDS: Right. Thank you and | am
ready to rock and roll here.

CHAI RMAN GORELNIK: Al right. Rock and
roll.

M5. SIMONDS: |'ve provided a summary in
your briefing materials, so hopefully ya'll have

read that one pager. So, let's go wth the next
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sl i de.
So, you know, the ESA Policy Directive
started wwth a CCC recommendation that |ead to a

joint Working G oup of the CCC, MAFAC and NMFS.

W wanted to find ways to better integrate the ESA

consul tation process into the Magnuson Counci
process. Each council had different |evels of
I nvol venment and experiences wth ESA
consul tati ons.

For our council, our ability to review
draft Bi Ops and the coordi nati on between counci l
managenent, actions and Bi OQps, had changed over
tinme. So, the 2015 ESA Policy Directive was
significant. |t recognized the unique role
councils have in ESA consultations, and that the
councils to be involved w thout being designated
as an action agency or advocate.

It al so outlined processes for councils
to coordinate with NMFS early in the consultation
process, as well as opportunities to review and
provide input on the draft BiOQps in RPA' S or

RPM s. So, our council, and other councils as
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wel |, established a regional agreenent with our
regi on, and we have been utilizing that agreenent
to request review of draft Bi Ops.

While the policy directive and our
regi onal agreenent have hel ped i nprove our
coordination with FFD in front-1oadi ng the
consultations, once in formal consultation, we are
still in the dark.

So, we recently reached out to the other
council executive directors to find out what their
experience has been. Next slide.

O the eight councils, five of us have
utilized the policy directive for ESA
consultations. While the North Pacific, the Gl f
and the Cari bbean, have been | ucky not to have
contentious Bi Op issues, where they needed to turn
to these procedures. Next slide, please.

For those of us that have utilized the
policy directive, |lack of comrunication and
coordination from NMFS renmains the primary issue
for our consultations. Wen the councils request

for early coordination, particularly wth any
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RPM s or RPA's that nay be considered, requests
are often not granted and the councils do not have
an opportunity to provide input until the draft or
file BtOp is available to the public.

The policy directive includes quite a
few di scretionary provisions and "l anguage for
NVFS'. For exanple, the directive says that NVFS
does not need to involve the council if there is a
time constraint. These types of |anguages |imt
the opportunity for council involvenent contrary
to the original intent of the directive. Next
slide, please.

The Pacific Council continues to have a
much better experience wth consultations than
sone of us. W have had cooperative responses
from NMFS, and the West Coast regional office is
usually the one initiating requests for counci
assi stance on consultation matters. They have had
success in utilizing the consult process to
devel op neasures to address ESA issues in advance
or while the consultation is ongoing. Their

experience provides a possible framework for the
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future of NMFS and councils for neeting on ESA
consultations. The last slide, please.

The ESA Policy Directive may benefit
froman update based on our experiences over the
| ast six years. The Council Coordination
Comm ttee may wi sh to consider working with NMFS
to address the foll ow ng i nprovenents.

One, strengthen the rel ationship between
NMFS and councils on ESA consultations for
fisheries by adding nore specificity on how NVFS
I nvol ves the councils in these consultations and
timng of council's involvenent. Require nore
di rect communi cation from Protective Resources
Division to the councils early in the process to
ensure effective and neani ngful council
I nvol vemrent. Consider providing draft Bi Ops and
draft RPMs and RPA's to council staff for input
i n advance of these drafts being nmade avail able to
the public. Consider devel oping a process for
NMFS to work with the council on ESA issues
t hrough the normal council process, rather than

t hrough RPMs and RPA's, resulting from
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consul tati ons.

So, we would like to hear NMFS' s
per spective on noving forward wth updates to the
policy directive. W also understand that NMS
has an i nner agency working for ESA consultations
for fishery actions, and we're very nuch
I nterested to |l earn nore about that effort and how
councils may coordinate with that group. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K Thank you very nuch,
Kitty, for that. So, Sam Rauch, pl ease.

MR. RAUCH. Yes, M. Chair, | am happy
to provide a brief response in advance of whatever
CCC di scussion is on this issue. And | would
recommend that you all go back and | ook at the
2015 policy, which was updated in 2018, and it
does layout a |ot of the salient points that Kitty
has raised; and it was 2015 and it was, at the
time, a novel approach for all of us; and | think
that council, the CCC and MAFAC, spent a |ot of
time in there trying to get it right. And, it nmay

well, if the CCC would |i ke, benefit from us
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1 | ooking at it again and seeing how well it has

2 been inplenented in the last six years. | am not
3 going to pretend that it was perfect then or is
4 perfect now, and I think we should al ways be

5 willing to | ook at our processes and see whet her

6 they can be inproved or not. So, if the CCC
7 desires, we are nore than happy to work with the

8 CCC on that.

9 A couple of points | would raise; One
10 I's, when we developed this policy, we benefitted
11 substantially fromthe facilitation that MAFAC,

12 our Marine FACA conmmttee, provided in that; and
13 one thing I would ask the CCC, if they do go down
14 this road, is would you seek further input on

15 MAFAC? | think that they were hel pful last tine
16 In getting us to sone resolution and they coul d be
17 hel pful again, but that is sonething for the CCC
18 to consider if we are going to engage in the

19 revi ew process.

20 Sue, a couple of other practical things
21 that | would encourage you to keep in mnd, which
22 may be different now, but did seemto be inportant
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at the tine. W heard fromthe councils that
there was a concern on the council's end as wel |,
in terns of the requirenents on the council, that
the council did not want to get overburdened wth
this discussion. Sone councils clearly desired a
stronger role in this, other councils, though,
were worried that if we required review of al
opi ni ons, that would be burdensone to thent that
may or may have not have changed. That was an
additional, | did not hear nentioned, but that was
an issue that, | believe, fornmulated sonme of the
councils approach to this directive, and | woul d
encourage you to consider that.

The other one that | would just point
out in ternms of the three recommendations, | think
that we were perfectly willing to talk about them
The second recommended bull et that was offered,
which is providing draft BiOps to the council
staff for input in advance of the drafts being
made available to the public. The policy
extensively tal ks about this potential and

determ nes for legal reasons that anything that we
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give to the councils has to go through, it is a
public dissem nation, and there's processes that
we do; so, while we can give a draft to the
council, we cannot give the council a nonpublic
review. | do not believe general council has
probably not changed his view on that since then,
so | think that we would have difficulties
addressing this particular recommendati on, not
that we can't talk about it, but | just offer that
up, but the policy itself tal ks about that
possibility and says that |legally we cannot do
that; if we give it to the councils, it is a
public docunent at that tine.

And with that, | am happy to engage in
any di scussion, but those are a few points |
wanted to just raise to the CCC s consideration.

CHAI RMVAN GOLENIK:  Al'l right. Thank
you, Sam | think that there is probably going to
be sone fair amount of council discussion, which
you would typically do after public comment,
al t hough we haven't yet had any public comment.

Maybe I'I|l see if there are any questions of
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Kitty, and if not, we'll nove to public comment
and we'll return to council discussion and action,
If any. So, |'mnot seeing any hands or any
questions of Kitty, solet ne - well, Archie, go
ahead. And Chuck. Go ahead, Archie.

MR. SOLIAI: Thank you, M. Chair. |
don't have a question for Kitty, | have a question
for Sam and perhaps Paul, but I"'mnot sure if he's
still on the |ine.

Can you hear ne?

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Yeah, | can hear
you. You know, I'd like to hold off on that,
that's really nore along the |lines of council
di scussi on maybe, and this is a council CCC
present ati on.

MR SOLIAI: Al right.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Chuck, do you have a
question for Kitty or is yours nore along the
| i nes of CCC di scussion?

MR, TRACY: Well, 1'll let you decide
that, but (inaudible) on Sanis statenent.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Ckay. Well, | think
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we're going to have consi derabl e counci |
di scussion on this issue and, | would like to give
the public an opportunity first to provide any
coment on the report that Kitty provided; and
then we wll nove, then we will entertain all of
t hi s di scussion.

So, N chol as, do we have any requests
fromthe public to speak on this agenda itenf

MR PIEPER. None for this agenda item

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK: Al right, so, wth
that brief detour for which | apol ogize, we'll now
go to council discussion and we can have a
vi gorous discussion wth Kitty and with Sam and
whonever. So, Archie, why don't you go first and
t hen Chuck.

MR. SOLIAlI: Thank you, Marc. Good to

see you. | just want to say before | ask ny
guestion that we are still COVID-free here in
Anerican Sanmpa. |'mvery proud of that and our

borders are sonewhat opened, so hopefully sonetine
soon we can naybe neet here for a future team

neeti ng.
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But, | wanted to ask one of the NMFS
| eader shi ps, believe that the ESA Policy Directive
has i nproved integration of the consultations with
MSA actions? |'mnot sure if, Sam you had
covered that in your address.

MR. RAUCH. M. Chair, | can respond.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Pl ease.

MR RAUCH. | do believe it has inproved
Integration. It recognizes that there is a role
for the councils in these consultations w thout
you being an action agency or an applicant, which
was an i nprovenent. There has been these
agreenents, integration agreenents that nany
councils have worked on that have clarified roles,
and that have helped. | would defer to the
councils in this review as to whether or not we
think we are where we want to be, and I get the
sense fromat | east Western Pacific, because of
this agenda item naybe you do not believe we are
where we need to be.

But, | certainly think we could agree

that it has inproved, this process inproved
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because of the effort that the CCC went through in
t he devel opnent of this policy.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Archi e, does that
answer your question?

MR. SOLI Al: Yeah, thanks and based on
the presentation, it's concerning that, you know,
sone of the councils are facing nore chall enges
t han other councils, and hopefully that
| nprovenent can continue to progress for the
betternment of the council process. Thanks.

CHAI RMAN GORELNIK: Al right. Chuck,
and then Kitty.

MR. TRACY: Thanks, M. Chair. Sam
just a quick question, or clarification. So, you
mentioned that the second bullet on the last slide
was a |legal concern in terns of providing a draft
to the council in advance of the public drafts.
So, the second bullet actually says council staff;
so, is there a distinction between providing the
public release drafts to staff as opposed to
providing it to the council for, you know,

inclusion in its' briefing book, for exanple?

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

172

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. RAUCH. M. Chair, | can respond.

Thank you. | do not know. | think that is an
| ssue we could look at. | know that the policy
tal ks about providing it to the council. | do not

recall off the top of ny head that it nmade this
di stinction between council and council staff.
Maybe there is sonething there. | think we could
| ook at that, |I'mnot sure that that nakes a
di fference, however. | nean, if we |look at FO A
as a guidance off the -- well, | don't want to
prej udge what that mght or mght not be. | don't
think. | reread the policy recently and I don't
recall there was a distinction between council and
counci|l staff. | could be wong about that.
CHAI RVAN GORELNIK:  All right. Kitty?
M5. SI MONDS: Thank you, Sam Yes,
wel |, you recall we, you agreed to |look into
devel oping a directive when we were all there.
When (i naudi ble) was the Chair and, yes, and then
you tasked MAFAC to assist with this. And | can't
remenber his nane, but he was a | awer, and it was

just him not really the commttee, and they took
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two years to get to this directive; and, of

course, we said we wanted to see sonething |like
this because the relationships were all different
anong the regions and the councils. And we wanted
to at least try to get sone kind of standard, we
think, for all of the councils and whether a
counci|l uses it or not is sonething else. It's up
to them and the region, | suppose.

But, getting back to that, what Chuck
brought up. W think that there is a distinction
and |'mglad to hear that you guys, you know,
woul d consider |looking into that. Sharing a draft
with the staff really -- you know, | understand
sharing it wwth the council because the council is
a public body, so then it becones, you know,
public. But, sharing drafts with the staff, |
think is really inportant for us, especially out
here. | don't know what other councils, but you
know, our recent several year consultation process
with swordfish was very, very difficult, and
didn't end very well. So, I'mglad to hear that

you all wll consider |ooking at that.
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And so, | did ask about the Interagency
Wor ki ng Group, that we understand there is
sonet hi ng goi ng on regardi ng consultations, ESA
consultations with, for fishery actions, and so we
wonder ed what that group is all about, if you
could tell us about it, and is it possible that we
coul d di scuss sone of these kinds of things with
t hat group?

MR RAUCH. M. Chair, if | could
r espond.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K: Pl ease.

MR. RAUCH. Yeah, thank you, Kitty, and
t hank you for remnding ne | had neglected to
address that, you did raise that, | apol ogi ze.

We do constantly | ook at how to inprove
the ESA/ MSA interactions. Qbviously, thisis a
frequent consultation paradigmfor us and we want
to get it right. W've had a nunber of recent
litigation challenges to various fishery actions
in terns of whether certain reinitiation triggers
had been net, how we deal with new |listings, and

t hose kinds of things, and we are | ooking at that.
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And | do think that we are happy to discuss sone
of these things. | don't think that group's
currently working on these issues fromthis, and
I's nore | ooking at what is the nature of the
reinitiation obligation, when and how to do that.
And we are happy to discuss that, once we actually
think about that a little bit nore, with the
councils, with the CCC of the individual councils,
and are happy to try to fornulate. | don't know
that that group would be the group if we wanted to
work on this, but we would be happy to work with
you on creating the right function to address the
kind of issues you want to raise here; and to
share wth you sone of our thinking, where we've
progressed sonme of that thinking on sone of these
ot her issues.

M5. SI MONDS: Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K:  Thanks, Sam
Archie, your hand is up, do you have a further
guestion, comment, discussion?

MR SOLIAI: No, I"'msorry. | forgot to

put it down, but | do have a notion when we get
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towards council acti on.

CHAIl RMAN GORELNIK:  Al'l right. Very
good. Well, let ne just see, let's exhaust any
di scussion. |Is there further discussion
guestions, anything folks want to raise before we
conme to council action, CCC action? Archie,
pl ease go ahead.

MR, SOLI Al: Yeah, just a quick question
on those Wrking Goups, Sam |Is that Wrking
G oup al so addressing better coordinati on between
t he councils and the Sci ence Centers?

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Sant?

MR. RAUCH. M. Chair, | do not believe
that that's the subject of the Wirking G oup that
Kitty was referring to, which was l[imted to the
ki nd of questions | outlined. W, | don't know
that we have a Working G oup, but we constantly
are trying to inprove coordi nati on between the
councils and the Science Center, and the council
(i naudi bl e), and also the public on these issues,
but | don't believe we have a specific Wrking

Group that is looking into that at the nonent.
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CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Thank
you, Sam for that answer. So, Archie, |'m not
seei ng any further hands for discussion, so if you
have a suggestion for CCC action, please go ahead.

MR. SCOLI Al: Thank you, Marc. |
appreci ate this discussion and the comments from
M. Rauch in regards to reintegration. But, |
woul d i ke to nove that the CCC requests NMFS to
work with the councils to strengthen the
rel ati onship between NVFS and councils on ESA
consul tations for fisheries by updating the ESA
Policy Directive to inprove the process and tim ng
for council involvenent in ESA consultations.
These may include, but not limted to:

1. Requiring nore direct conmunication
fromPRB to the councils early in the process to
ensure effective and neani ngful council involvenent.

2. Providing draft Bi Ops and draft RPM s

and RPA's to council staff for input in advance of
these drafts being nade available to the public.

3. Devel opi ng a process for NVMFS to work

with the council on ESA issues through the nornal
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council process rather than through RPM s and
RPA's resulting from consultations.

And suggest further that the CCC request
that NMFS coordinate with council staff from each
region for the Interagency Wrking G oup on ESA
consultations for fisheries. And, | put that into
a notion, M. Chair.

MR. HANKE: Second.

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Who of fered that
second, is that Eric?

MR. HANKE: This is Marco Hanke,

Cari bbean.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  Okay. Thank you
very nuch.

SPEAKER: That's why | had ny hand up.

CHAI RVAN GORELNI K:  Okay. All right.

So we have a notion and a second. So this notion,
do you want to speak to your notion Archie, as
necessary?

MR. SOLIAI: Pardon, M. Chair?

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K:  Yes, go ahead,

Ar chi e.
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MR, SCLIAI: | nmake the notion, M.
Chair.

CHAI RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. So,
okay. And -- so, let ne see if there's any

di scussion on the notion that's before us. Tom
Ni es?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair. |
would i ke to speak in favor of the notion. You
know, it has been a few years, anyways, since this
policy directive was put in place. There's been
sone experiences, that, | think, pointed out the
experience with the Pacific Council that maybe has
sone | essons for us that will help the rest of us,
you know, help us perhaps refine this and nake it
alittle better.

You know, I amlittle hesitant about --
| amglad to see that the notion really doesn't
say let's establish a CCC Wrk G oup because |
t hi nk, you know, sonetinmes when we establish
addi ti onal Wrk Goups, that it drags things out.
| recognize that we're going to have to figure out

a way on howto interact wwth this, with the
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agency on it, but I think this is a good approach
for us to follow

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Sam

MR. RAUCH. Thank you, M. Chair. Just
one question about the notion, as | had raised the
original policy was devel oped, as Kitty
el aborated, wth the assistance of MAFAC. This
noti on does not discuss that MAFAC i s neeting next
week, | believe, or the week after that. But, as
| read the notion, this is not, the CCC woul d not
be favoring any further involvenent from MAFAC in
this issue. And | would just, | don't know what
to intend because it was really done with MAFAC,
and | just would like to get an understanding. |
don't know whether it's appropriate in this notion
or not, but just an understandi ng of whether or
not the CCC believes MAFAC woul d be invol ved
shoul d this notion pass. That was ny only
question. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Well, |
see Kitty has her hand up. Please go ahead,

Kitty.
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M5. SIMONDS: Well, yes, that's, when
you were tal king about that and | was thinking
about that suggestion, but | don't really know
those nenbers. [|'mnot sure, and you said it
yoursel f, about whether or not they would be an
appropriate group to involve. You know, | would
have to ask you what you think about that, because
you probably know t hose nenbers and, you know, |
don't. | mean, what other tasks, kinds of tasks
|ike this policy have you all tasked with them
you know, over the |ast several years?

MR. RAUCH. Chair, if |I may?

CHAI RMAN GORELNI K: Pl ease.

MR. RAUCH. | would say MAFAC turns
over, nmuch |like the council does, but there are
not the sane sort of pernmanent nmenbers that the
council, or longer-term nenbers of the council.
So, | think MAFAC woul d have a very different | ook
now than it did in 20 -- | don't renenber when
their report cane out, sonetine in advance of
2015. So, they haven't -- yeah, so it would be

very different. And the individual that you
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t al ked about who was very active is no |onger on
MAFAC.

So, | cannot say that. They do have
protective resources expertise. They, to sone
extent, were helpful within the [ast process in
that they were a neutral arbiter between sone
defined views, if | could say this delicately,
bet ween the councils and CCC, and | thought they
were hel pful. But, | don't particularly have a
view, | just, | do feel that if we undertake this
review again, we should at least tell them whether
or not we would expect themto be involved or not.
| don't have a view as to whether they would be
hel pful or whether we're in that sane sort of
position. | don't think we are, | hope we are
not, with very defined and ardently held views, |
t hi nk we hopefully can be constructive while
wor ki ng together. But, they were hel pful, |
think, in the |l ast process getting to this, that;
and they m ght be again. But, | leave that up to
you. | just think that we shoul d address whet her

t he CCC believes they should be involved or |eave
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it up in the air one way or the other. And, |
don't know how, what they nean in terns of this
notion. It's just, that is a question that | have
about this notion because it doesn't nention that
at all.

M5. SIMONDS: Right, exactly. Well, you
know, | think we should wait and have a little bit
nore di scussion about including that entity
because now that, you know, you've talked a little
bit nore about their roles the last tinme; | think
that | need to have a talk with the other
executive directors and if we do want to change
things, | nean, you know, we can wite you a
| etter to say that we would like to include them
So, | think for now, I think we should | eave this

the way it is, but we wll take that into

consi deration, about MAFAC, | need to find out a
little bit nore about themas well. So, is that
okay with everybody else? | see Nies with his

t hunb up, so.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K: Wel I, Chuck Tracy

has his hand up, so I'mgoing to call on Chuck.

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



5-18-21 NOAA Council Coordinating Conmittee Day 1 Page:

184

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

M5. SIMONDS: Ckay. Thank you. Thank
you, Sam

MR. TRACY: Thank you, M. Chair, and
t hank you, Sam for the question or the coment on
MAFAC. | guess just speaking to the notion in
general, |, you know, I'mnot really weighing in
on whet her MAFAC shoul d or shouldn't be invol ved
I n the process going forward, but it does seem
like this notionis alittle bit, is proposing a
little bit different process than the original
effort conpleted in 2015; and that one was in
order to develop a policy directive and put sone
pen to paper, and lay out sone specific
guidelines. This seens a little bit nore towards
encour agi ng conversati ons and cooperation, and
sone flexibility.

And so, wth that being said, | guess |
woul d note that Pacific Council has had a fair
nunber of interactions on ESA |listed consultations
t hat we've worked through the council process
since this policy has been undertaken. But, |

guess | will also note that | wouldn't say that
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all of those, certainly not all of those and maybe

not many of those, you know, necessarily strictly
follow the guidelines that are in the policy
directive either. You know, | think a | ot of,
we've had to be flexible wth what the regi on has
needed fromthe council and what they have been
able to provide to the council, and we've kind of
wor ked around that. And, so | guess | would say
that, you know, | think this notion maybe gets to
that sort of process a little bit nore than
revising the policy directive, for exanple.

So, to the extent that that is
understood, | think this a reasonabl e approach at
this point, and not (inaudible) benefit from
| nvol vement of other parties and perhaps may not

benefit themat all, but |I just kind of wanted to

be clear that, you know, |'mnot sure witing down

rules that we aren't quite able to follow for
what ever reason, as they try to inplenent them
You know, we should be cautious about that and to
encourage the regions and the councils to work

together to find ways to acconmodat e what
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| nvol venment is practical (inaudible). Thanks.

CHAl RMAN GORELNI K: Thank you, Chuck.
|s there further discussion on this notion? And
if not, | will call the question, so please unnute
yourselves. So, all those in favor say "Aye,"
oppose "No," "Extensions"? (Mdtion passed by
voi ce vote, no nays) The notion passes
unani nously. Thank you, Archie, for the notion.

Let me see if there is further action or
di scussion by the council on this agenda item
"Il ook for a raised hand if there is; and if
there is not, then that will conclude this agenda
item #5 on day one of this CCC neeting.

The remai ni ng busi ness we have is really
to see if there is any public comment for itens
not otherw se on the agenda, and |I'l|l go back to
Ni cholas to see if there has been any request for
public cooment. | do see a hand rai sed anpbngst
the attendees, Kate W ng.

MR. PIEPER  Yes, she would |like to nmake
a public comment. |'magoing to unnmute here.

CHAl RVAN GORELNI K:  Ckay. \Wel cone.
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M5. WNG Hello, everyone. N ce to see
sone of you visually and hear your voices. | am
Kate Wng and anong other things, |I'ma nenber of
the Net Gains Alliance, which is an organization
that's working to support data nodernization for
fisheries in the U S. and all over the world, as
best we can.

| wanted to just share with this group,
I f you haven't already seen it, an open letter on
NOAA | eadership that we recently released. 1|'ve
put it in the chat that's going to all panelists
and it's a public letter, so if (inaudible) wanted
to share it with all of the participants, you're
wel cone to do so.

Because we are an organization focused
on data inprovenents and digital transfornation,
we hi ghlighted a nunber of key issues that we're
hopi ng that the new and i ncom ng NOAA | eadership
will nove forward, including things that we see
NVFS al ready doi ng, such as supporting staff
trai ning and professional devel opnent,

prioritizing hiring new data staff, updating data
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policies and practices, and working on expl ai nabl e
Al and advanced Al for fisheries data, as well as
continuing to inplenent the Fisheries Information
Managenent Moderni zati on Program that they adopted
as a result of the workshop they held in the fall
of 2019.

So, we're excited to see the progress
that's been nade on fisheries data inprovenents at
t he agency, and we've presented on these topics at
CCC neetings in the past and sone of you have been
very involved with Net Gains over the |ast four
years that we've been doing this work, and we
real |y appreciate your tinme. So, | wanted to just
bring this letter to the group's attention and
make nyself available if folks wanted to talk
further about it. You' re also welcone to contact
me or anyone else in Net Gains if you want to
follow up on any of the recommendati ons we make in
this letter. But, we look forward to conti nui ng
to work wwth everyone in the fisheries comunity
to get us the data we need to nmake the best

deci sions we can for the fishing comunities and
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the ocean. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN GORELNIK: Al'l right. Thank
you very nuch, Kate. Are there any questions by
menbers of the CCC to be addressed to Kate? |'m
not seeing any rai sed hands. Thank you very nuch,
Kate, for your public comment. And, Ni cholas, are
there any other requests for public comment?

MR. PIEPER So far |'ve not received
any messages.

CHAIl RVAN GORELNIK: Al right. Well,

t hank you for your help, N cholas. | believe that
concl udes our business for day one, but before we
adjourn for day one let ne just see if there are
any raised hands, if anyone on the CCC has any
final thoughts or conplaints about the way |I've
run day one. Well, no raised hands, |'Il take

t hat as good news.

Al'l right. Fol ks, thank you very nuch.

W will neet again tonorrow at 1:30 eastern for
day two. We will continue with our agenda, which
will start wth recent executive orders. So,

until tonorrow norning/afternoon, enjoy the rest
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