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PROCEEDI NGS
(1:40 p.m)

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
everyone. | think everybody is on now. N chol as,
do you have any overview of this Wbex before we
start.

MR. PIEPER. Sure. | can just go over
the instructions again real quick. 1'll share ny
screen and we can get started with that. Al
right. So, if you have anynore issues, just send
ne a nessage in the Wbex software or you can send
me an e-mail. |If you want to view the ful
partici pant, what you do is you hover the nouse
down here and you click on this icon. Wat that
wll do, it will show all the participants over
here. You can click on soneone to send them a
private nessage, a panelist, and soneone needs
hel p being nuted, you can do that. 1|'ll being
taking care of it for the nost part though and
there are attendees with panelists perm ssion so
they need to be unnmuted by one of us if they need

to say anything. Once again, |I'll be taking care
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of nost of that, but if you want to | ook, you just
need to click on this view all attendees on the
right here. 1 will show you who's |isted again.
One easy way to unnute yourself is to hit Control
M You can also click on the m crophone icon at
the bottom of the screen. Sane with the video.
You can turn your video on and off using this
button here. The chat function does appear on the
ri ght hand panel under there. You just need to
click on the little arrow and sel ect who you want
to send the chat to. OQherwise, if you guys have
any questions, just let me know. | think that's
it.

MR, SCLIAlI: ay. Thank you, N chol as.
Unl ess anybody has any questions, |'mready to
begin on the website. Wth that being done, |
want to thank everybody. Good norning, good
af t ernoon, wherever you're calling in from or
signing in from On behalf of nyself, Chair for
the West Pac Howard Dunham M chael Duenas of
Guam John Gourl ey of the Commonweal th of the

Nort hern Mari ana | sl ands, Ed Wat anmura of Hawai i,
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and Executive Director Kitty Sinonds, | want to
t hank you, everybody, and offer you a warm
wel cone. So, across the U S. in various regional
councils | want to especially wel cone our
di sti ngui shed guests, the Assistant Adm nistrator
of Fisheries Chris Oiver, Deputy Assistant
Adm ni strator for Regulatory Prograns Sam Rauch,
Deputy Assistant Adm nistrator of Operations Paul
Dorenus, and the Director of Scientific Program
and Chi ef Science Advisor C sco Werner as well as
ot her NOAA Fisheries nmenbers. | just want to
wel cone everybody to our CCC neeting and it is
customary for our Pacific Islands to always open
any neeting with a word of prayer. So, I'll say a
short prayer in our native | anguage and then |
wi |l make a short sunmary.

[ Prayer said in foreign | anguage. ]

MR, SCLIAI: Just a short prayer. W
t hank you Heavenly Father for these bl essings and
ask you for your guidance as we do the work of the
regi onal councils and we check our fisheries

especi ally mass production of everybody as we stop
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this COVID- 19 pandem c so thank you for indulging

me in that. You've all received a copy of the
openi ng renarks.

It's in your outboxes and in your
| nboxes, but we want to touch on sone of the few

Itemrs that our on there and as Robert Burns, the

great Scot poet, noted over two centuries ago, the

best | aid schemes for mce and nen are often
askew. And so, our plans to host you all at
beautiful Turtle Bay and offer you a warm

Pol ynesi an hospitality, that hasn't happened,
obviously we all understand the COVI D19 di sease,
but we are thankful that we have fabulous IT
especially here on the islands so we can have

t hese neetings renotely.

The COVI D-19 pandem ¢ has nmde our
responsibility nore inportant and hi ghlights the
of ten overl ooked fact that managi ng our nation's
fisheries is about ensuring that Anericans have
food. Managenent is very inportant for fish
st ocks, aqua species, guaranteeing our fishermn

earn decent |ivings, pursue recreational fishing,
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and overall inportant for our region, but, you
know, we nust not forget that the bottomline is
that our nations provide nutritious seafood to our
peopl e and, you know, as you know, our US EEZ
conprises the second largest US EEZ in the world
and we are nmandated, you know, the contributions
stated in the MSA is that our fisheries try to
provide the nation food supply so that's all being
overl ooked and | think it's tinme for us to take a
di fferent perspective and highlight that, you
know, food supply is one of the topics for various
counci | s.

The fishery, as we all know, we have the
CARES act that has provided 300 mllion for the
fisheries and | think there is a big disparity how
that currently is being dished out when we conpare
ourselves to the agricultural industry. Since
it's worked, you know, while both fisheries and
agriculture feed the nation, fishery sector is
recei ving about 3 percent of its revenue while the
agriculture is receiving relief that's nore than

16 percent of its revenue. So, | think there's a
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| ot nore that we should do or we can do and
hopefully, in the next round com ng that, you
know, the nation and our |eaders can | ook at nore
favorably towards fishery sectors.

So, if you'd take the tinme to read the
statenent that | put out and if you have any
guestions, we can take it fromthere. W're
noving on to introductions. Wy don't we go
around the round the table and we can introduce
ourselves fromthe various councils. So, ny nane
is Archie Soliai. | amthe Chair for the Western

Paci fi ¢ Regional Fishery Managenent Council and

we'll go through West Pac and then we'll go around

the other regional councils. Before we do that,
apol ogi ze, Chris diver, we wll have Chris for
hi s opening remarks before we do the
| nt roducti ons.

MR OLIVER  kay, Archie. | can be
really brief. Can you hear ne.

MR. SOLIAI: Yes. | can hear you fine,
Chris.

MR. OLI VER. Hopefully you can see ne.
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| want to thank you. Good to see you and thank
you and Kitty and Western Pacific Council for
virtually hosting this neeting and you can see a
nmy attire. |'mdoing ny best to naintain a
positive island attitude although everyone shares
ny deep di sappointnent that we're all sitting in
our living roons or apartnents or offices rather
than all together there at Turtle Bay. | was very
much | ooking forward to it and | al ways | ook
forward to these neetings. | have been going to

t he Council Coordination Meetings for | guess over
20 years and of all the neetings that we all go to
and fisheries, certainly for ne this has al ways
been one of ny favorite, you know, and it's partly
because it's a great opportunity wth our rotating
hosting format and a great opportunity to visit

ot her regions and places to see how they do

busi ness, to share our experiences and they are
all different, but in nmany ways, they are all the
sanme and |'ve been working with many of you for

SO, SO many years that it's just a great

opportunity to see you all and get together and,
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you know, in addition to our business, to do fun
things together and I really mss that nore than
ever obviously and so, | just regret that we're
not all together, but dealing with especially Chad
(phonetic) and thankfully, we have the technol ogy
that we have to still conduct our business and not
to say that there is no inpact to our mssion. W
know that there are, but |'ve been inpressed by
our collective ability, both our agency and the
council's, to maintain our essential business and
operations. You know, obviously, we are suffering
fromsonme of our assessnents and surveys and ot her
operational conprom ses we're having to nake, but
we'll get through them And so, you know, 1|']
save sone additional comrents for later on sort of
what we're doing in the near termand how we're
| ooking at this in terns of nmaybe realigning our
priorities to cone out the other side of this.
So, thank you, Archie, and that's all | have for
t he nonent.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Chris. W

appreci ate those comments and certainly, we regret
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1 the fact that we're not able to host everybody
2 this tinme around. Hopefully, when we get through
3 the other side we will be able to fulfill that
4 obligation to wel cone each and every one of you to
5 our region. So, thank you again, Chris. So, with
6 saying that, we'll go around with our
7 i ntroductions. [|'ll start with West Pac and we'l |
8 make our way east.
9 MR. WATAMURA: This is Ed Watanura, Vice
10 Chair, representing Hawaii wth the council.
11 MR, GOURLEY: John Gourley, Northern
12 Mari ana | sl ands, where it's 4 o' clock in the
13 nor ni ng.
14 MR. SOLIAI: Do we have Guam
15 MR. DUENAS: M chael Duenas from Guam
16 and it is also 4:00 a.m
17 MR. SCLI Al: Good night or good norning
18 to you guys, however you want to take it. Howard.
19 MR DUNHAM H . Howard Dunam Vice
20 Chair of Western Pacific.
21 MR, SCLIAI: Al right. W'Ill npove on

22 to the West Coast.
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1 MR. TRACY: Chuck Tracy, Council
2 Executive D rector.
3 MR. ANDERSON. Hell o, everyone. This is

4 Phil Anderson, Chair of the Pacific Council.
5 MR. GORELNI K:  Good norning or good

6 afternoon. This is Mark Gorelnik, Vice Chair of

7 t he Pacific Council.

8 MR, SCLIAI: North Pacific.

9 MR. W THERELL: Dave Wtherell,

10 Executive Director.

11 MR KINNEEN: Hi. This is Sinon

12 Ki nneen, the Chairman of the North Pacific.

13 MR TWEIT: Hello. This is Bill Tweit,

14 Vice Chair of the North Pacific.

15 MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Wo's next?

16 Cari bbean?

17 MR. PIEPER. H, everyone. | nuted al
18 the participants again. Not sure what was goi ng
19 on with the audio there, but if you need to speak,
20 you w Il have to unnute yourself again.

21 MR. SCLIAI: Can we get the

22 I ntroductions fromthe Cari bbean?
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1 MR. PIEPER. Once again, |I'mnot sure
2 what that is, but | did nute everyone.
3 MR, SCLIAI: Could we nove on to the

4 South Atlantic while the Cari bbean tries to work

5 out their audio issues?

6 MR. CARM CHAEL: John Carm chael,

7 Executive Director of the South Atlantic.

8 MR. MCCAWLEY: This is Jessica McCaw ey.
9 " mthe Chairman of the South Atlantic Council.

10 MR. BELL: |I'mthe Vice Chair of South
11 Atl antic Council.

12 MR SCLIAI: Al right. Mve on to the
13 aul f.

14 M5. SIMMONS: Hello, everyone. Carrie
15 Si mmons, Executive Director of Gulf Simmons. Can
16 you hear ne?

17 MR. SOLIAl: Yes, we can hear you, thank
18 you.

19 MR. FRASER. My nane is Tom Fraser,

20 Chair of @ulf Council.
21 MR DIAZ: This is Dale Diaz, Vice Chair

22 of @l f Council.
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MR SCLIAI: Oay. W'Il nove on to the
M d-Atlantic.

MR MOCRE: This is Chris Mbore,
Executive Director.

MR LU SI: H everyone. This is M ke
Luisi, Chair of the Md-Atlantic.

MR. ELLIOTT: Hello. This is warren
Elliott, Vice Chair of the Md-Atlantic.

MR, SCLIAI: Mving north to New Engl and
Counci | .

MR. QUINN. John Quinn, Chair.

MR. NIES. Good afternoon. Tom N es,
Executive Director New Engl and Council.

MR. REID:. Good day, everyone. Eric
Rei d, Vice Chairman of the New Engl and Council.

MR SCLIAI: Al right. Can we call one
nore time back to the Caribbean?

MR. ROLON: M guel Rol on.

MR. SCLIAI: Yes, | can hear you. All
right. There being nobody there | think we've
covered everybody and we'll -- councils, can we

get introductions fromthe Fisheries please?
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MR. DOREMUS: Hello, everyone, this is
Paul Doremnmus, DAA for operates.

MR. RAUCH. Sam Rauch, DAA for
regul atory prograns.

MR. WERNER: Ci sco Werner, Chief Science
Advi sor.

MR. RUBINO M chael Rubino, Senior
Advi sor for Seafood Strategy.

M5. WALLACE: This is Jenni \Wll ace, the
Acting Director for Sustainable Fisheries.

MR, | SSENBERG  Adam | ssenberg i n NOAA

GC.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. | think that's
it. It's great to neet you all virtually and
agai n, hopefully, | get to neet you in person.

|'"'msorry. John, were you trying to chine in?
Al right. Wlcone back to our mai n CCC neeti ng.
W will go to the approval of our agenda. | hope
you've all gotten a chance to take a |l ook at it
for today and tonorrow. Unless there is any

di scussion or questions as far as this agenda, we

will obtain the notion to approve agenda.
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MR NES: H, thisis TomNes. | nove
we approve the agenda.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Do we have a
second?

MR. GOURLEY: Second, John Gourl ey.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. The nove to
second it. Any discussion?

[ Agenda approved by voice votes]

MR. SOLIAI: So, we wll nove on to the
next itemon our agenda, which is the recent
| ssues with council operation and NMFS. So, in
the essence of tine, | know we've got a very
aggressi ve agenda for today, but we're only
allotting about 10 m nutes so we ask that all the
councils limt their discussions. So, in the 30
m nute we'll have the overview of the issues and
then we'll nove on to each council reporting on
their status. Ckay, Paul.

MR. DOREMUS: Yes. This is Paul
Dorenmus. |I'Il start off and hopefully, we can
make up a little bit of tinme here. It's just nake

a few comments about the overall operating
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environments and then Sam and C sco wll be able
to tal k about regulatory and science conponents of
that in particular. W've been interacting with
the CCC for a period of tine as we've noved
t hrough March, April, and deep into May at this
point turning the corner on another nonth pretty
soon.

We are continuing to operate in tel ework
node. That has not changed and no one has set a
date for that to change although we're expecting
at a point in the not too distant future a shift
out of this phase of mandatory telework and into a
phase of |esser restrictions on nmaxi numtel ework
where we will be able to nove back into our
facilities in limted measure for functions that
have particul ar dependence on access to the
facilities or to field work as it not a surprise
to anyone that conponents have been open during
this whole tine although there are sone conponents
of our work that have not been able to be
conducted at all. A lot of our field research and

our survey depl oynents have greatly suffered the
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nost under the very restricted paraneters that
we're currently operating in.

W are anticipating that will change.
Qur heaviest focus is on those areas where ni ssion
continuity concerns are the highest and the center
of that is really around our survey and data
collection activities. G sco will speak in
greater depth to that, but we're in a challenging
position now both with those kind of depl oynents
as well as the ability to conme back into our
facilities in limted neasure. Wth the virus
still having a | ot of presence around different
parts of the country, buried but still there, and
we have generally not net their criteria for phase
one transition, which is where we have a full
14-day period of declining cases and fatalities
associated with COvID-19. So, that clock hasn't
started, but as you well know, everybody knows,
different parts of the country, activities are
evolving. Different parts of our country are
opening up and we're continuing to operate, but

bei ng very judicious of slow, steady, flexible in
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our approach to reopening the facilities in any
ki nd of normal operating node.

We have | think going ahead phasi ng
where we'll probably see continued maxi mum
telework for sonme period of time, |imted presence
at our facilities, maxi mum 25 percent for a rough
estimte, before we nove to a nore rel axed
setting, which, again, is probably only going to
have around 50 percent of staff present in our
facilities if you wll,

The bottomline nessage really, it's
going to be a long tinme before we get back to
anything close to everybody in our facilities
operating in sone senblance of normality. Most
Federal agencies, fisheries, all of NOAA all of
the departnent is anticipating that the new
reality that we gradually nove into is going to be
very different in terns of our operations. There
wi Il be an increasing reliance on and a far
heavier reliance on tel ework and other types of
flexibilities than we had previous to COVID 19

pandem c and that's likely to be a pernanent
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change. | would anticipate nuch greater
restrictions on travel for a long period of tine
as well as on other types of |arge in-person
gatherings. It is really not until, in ny
personal view, we have a widely distributed and
wi dely used vaccine for this virus where we're
going to see enough | essening that we could say
we're in a new nornmal. That's sone tine away,
many nonths away, and in the neantine we're going
to continue to enphasi ze working renotely and
trying to bring on board capabilities that have
been nost restricted during the period of tine
when soci al distancing requirenents have been so
pervasi ve.

That's gradually | essening, light at the
end of the tunnel, but still a ways off, what's
goi ng to change nost are those m ssion critical
areas |like survey and field research.

So, with that very general introduction
to our operating status, | can turn it over to
Cisco to tal k about the science conponents of this

gi ven the high degree of focus and interest on
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t hose functions. G sco.

MR PIEPER  And I'Il just junp in
there, G sco. | have your presentation ready if
you'd like to use that as well.

MR. WERNER: Yes, thanks. That woul d be
great. |If you could bring it up that would be
wonderful . Thanks, Paul, and thanks everybody for
the opportunity to be able to speak to you on
where we are with sone aspects of the science.
Today |I'mgoing to give you an update on the
status of surveys, which I'msure is sonething
you've all been infornmed on. 1'll give sone
additional details and questions that m ght cone
up. And tonorrow |'Il be speaking nore about next
steps and what we're thinking in terns of surveys
and fundi ng of surveys and so on.

So, the next slide if | could have it
pl ease. The summary is on the left hand side.

The reason | put up that map with the different
surveys is to show that this is where we have been
affected. They're fromthe Northeast, Southeast,

to Hawai i an i sl ands, Al aska and overall, where we
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are now. Between March and July of this year, we
are estimating through July of this year, we have
a conbi ned 55 surveys we canceled. Twenty five of
them are OMAO surveys -- neaning white ship
surveys. Sone of these surveys have nultiple | egs
so the 25 surveys have three or four legs, but in
general, it's about that nunber. And regarding
the surveys that we do in partnership with the
academ a states or charters with industry, it's
about 30 surveys that we've had to cancel, each
one of these a very, very painful decision.

And in total in terns of nunber of days
at sea, it's about, 1,300, alnost 1,400 days so
far. W are evaluating remaining surveys in FY
20 of all sorts, let it be OMAO or in partnership
Wi th ot her organizations and we continue to work
on that to see how we can actually execute as we
| earn about how to go out to sea.

In addition to |looking at this fiscal
year's surveys, we are also working on next year
FY "21 in what we refer to as the Fleet Allocation

Plan to see howit is that we proceed based on
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surveys that m ght be higher priority or
nodi fi cati ons we need to do, in view of not being
abl e to conduct sone of the surveys this year.

So, the next slide, if |I could please,

I s a breakdown, again, an estimate of the
breakdown per center. [It's a very sinple
breakdown. Again, the total nunber of days,
remenber, is about 1,380, but it gives you a sense
of each science center, Al aska, Northeast,

Nort hwest, Sout heast, Sout hwest, nunber of days
they may have | ost in charters or partner surveys
in OMAO or white ship surveys, and then the total
nunbers that have been affected. This is just to
gi ve you a breakdown per region.

Sone regions, are front-|oaded, probably
because of the season, the northern ones, Al aska
and Nort heast, are perhaps higher nunbers right
now because those surveys need to happen earlier
in the year. Ohers |ike the Southeast,

Sout hwest, and Pacific Islands still, can proceed
| ater in the year so that this al so explains sone

of the differences in magnitudes of the surveys.
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So, that, again, is just to give you sense of a
regi onal breakdown of the inpact per center. If |
coul d have the next slide please.

So, the inpact, if we were to tal k about
stock assessnents in FY '20, they are largely on
schedule. There are very few stocks that are
actual ly, assessed with data collected in the sane
year. There are sone, but they are very few so
for FY '20, the assessnents are proceedi ng.

For FY '21, the assessnents wll be
stock dependent. For sone stocks, we do have
esti mates based on other years in terns of what
the i npact m ght be when in past years we haven't
been abl e to conduct surveys say for nechanical or
ot her reasons and the ships weren't able to go
out. For sone other stocks, we won't know what
the inpact m ght be until we have we have the
opportunity to look at all the avail abl e data
i ncl uding the fishery dependent dat a.

In termof mtigation, for the surveys,
we're trying to do as nuch as we can. The

Nort hwest Center, had to cancel the spring |egs of
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t he West Coast G oundfish surveys, and is now
trying to beef up, the two | egs that take place in
August and Septenber to try to partially offset
bit the other legs that they had to cancel earlier
in the year. The Southwest Center is trying to
consol i date surveys later in the year to see if
they can conduct a CPS, their Coastal Pelagic
Surveys. The Al aska Center is relying in part

al so on sone advanced technol ogies. Three
saildrones just |left the Bay Area and they are
headed on their way up to the Bering Sea. These
saildrones will be up there in July and conduct at
| east some acoustic surveys. There will be sone
data, but not certainly the full swath that we
woul d have 11 ked.

And they are also collecting sone upward
| ooki ng acoustic sensors, which are those
spherical instrunents that you see on the bottom
right of the slide. W are going to try to
recover those instrunents that have been there for
a couple of years. W acknow edge that they w |l

never fully offset our ability to have had a

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 31

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

survey out there.

And | think the last slide, if | could
pl ease, tal ks about what are the general protocols
that we're working on for returning to sea. W
certainly have | earned from protocols that have
been devel oped by the Academ c Fleet, the Maritine
Fleet, and the Fisheries Fleet as to what aspects
go into devel oping these protocols. And of
course, we're working that within NOAA and in
general starting with the guiding principle that
we want to ensure safety involved, the crew, and
then we have to work through a nunber of issues
I ncl udi ng quarantine and testing. Testing is
sonewhat in flux right now, in terns of what kind
of tests and the availability and perhaps the
accuracy of the test. |Issues of having to fly
fromlocation to |ocation because not everybody is
where their ship is, so that involves going
t hrough airports and such. Then what do you do
once you're on the vessel, you know, the cleaning
and di stancing and so on. \What do you do if there

IS a suspected COVI D case at sea and then,
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finally, what do you when you return to port under
normal conditions?

And so, all of the aspects are things
that we are continuing to work on, continuing to
evolve and in consultation with a whole suite of
folks to try to see how we return as soon as
possi ble safely to finish whatever we can in FY
20 and al so nake sure that we can proceed in FY
*21. So, that's really what | wanted to give you
a snapshot of in terns of where we are, what the
| npacts have been, sone mtigation, and al so, next
steps and |I'll stop there and take any questi ons
or comments if there are any. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Ci sco and Paul .
Sam did you want to add anything before | open up
the --

MR. RAUCH. Yes. Just a couple things
fromthe regulatory side. One, we have been
wor ki ng, as many of the councils know, on | ooking
at ways to deal with the chall enges presented by
the pandemc on the fishing fleets and the fishing

operations. There are a nunber of councils who
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have recommended energency action and we have been
wor ki ng through those issues on trying to get
those regulations in place. That |argely
preceded, but is mrrored by new requests in the
president's | atest executive order, which asked
the councils to do sonething that the councils are
currently largely doing, which is to |ook at the
various barriers to prosecuting fishing industry
and recommend ways that we mght relieve those
restrictions mndful of our overall statutory
mandates. It's sonething that we do periodically.
In this adm nistration, we recently sent out a
response to neet that executive order on that.

| wanted to tal k about two ot her
aspects. One, we are working through this. As
Chris said, it's been remarkable the way we have
able to keep pace in this new working environnent
and as the councils continue to inplenent their
wor kl oad, we continue to try to inplenent those
regulations in the back end, but it is difficult.
It is nore difficult than it seens. | know nmany

of you feel that way as well and | just wanted to
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ask for patience as we try to nove through all of
the actions. W're trying to keep up and maintain
sone degree of normalcy, but it is difficult and
so, | think we need sone patience in terns of
expected schedul e and our ability to be responsive
to the many requests that we have received from
the council on top of the normal workl oad.

And the final thing I wanted to nention
was observers. Mich |ike surveys, we have had
difficulty carrying out the full observer
function. Across the country, we largely have
observers in place and are going out on fishing
vessel s everywhere except the partial coverage
fishery in Alaska and the fisheries in New Engl and
and both of those have unique difficult | ogistical
| ssues with state nmandated quarantines. |In New
Engl and, we've got nunerous borders you have to
cross. There's also the case with sone places in
Al aska. W continue to work very hard to work the
observer provider conpanies to open those areas as
well. | am hopeful that these observer waivers

won't go on nmuch longer in the few places where
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they are still going on, but they will go on for a
little bit longer. W continue to have the
ability to work with the Regi onal adm nistrators.
If there is a particular problemon a case-by-case
vessel basis with a particul ar observer on a
particul ar vessel, the admnistrators renmain to do
that [waive]. But largely we are on the path
towards redepl oyi ng the observers in places where
they were tenporarily halted. Sone places we've
never altered them But | think that there wl]l
still be a brief anmount of tinme in the next few
weeks where we will continue to nmaintain waivers,
but we're on the downward decline there. And I
t hi nk we've done a good job with the regions
wor king wth the observer provider conpanies on
t he approaches that allow the redepl oynent of
those other vessels. That's all | wanted to say.
| will take any questions along with the ot her
presenters on this topic.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Sam At this
time, I'Il open it up for questions and we're

going to go around the table so we'll start from
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North Pacific Council, any questions?

MR WTHERELL: | don't have any
questions. Bill or Sinon may.

MR TWEIT: This is Bill Tweit. | have
a question for Csco. Cisco, |'mwondering how

you are responding to the concern that we're
hearing fromindustry that fromtheir perspective
| ogi stical issues involved in putting up factory
trawler, for instance, out to sea to fish right
now, in their view, those logistical issues
appropriately dealing with neasures to prevent the
spread of pandem c. They're wondering why those
| ssues are different between their operations and
the survey operations that they are able to go
out. They're able to address them and the agency
isn't able to address them They're having a hard
ti me understandi ng how they are that different
fromthe agency survey vessels either the charter
or their white ships. So, |'m wondering how you
address or how you respond to that.

MR. WERNER: Sure, | can try.This has

been di scussed at length with Chris and Paul and
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others, so if you want to chine in that would be
great too. First, we work very closely to

under stand and i ncorporate the safety protocols
that the fishing industry itself had devel oped
wor ki ng even with, sonme of the fol ks that they
consulted with. So, it's not clear whether these
are strai ght appl es-to-apples conparisons to put
it that way in the sense that we look to try to
see how we get out all our folks to conduct the
surveys that we were going to conduct in the
Bering Sea. It turned out that the surveys that we
woul d have to conduct woul d have required probably
being out a full eight weeks continuously, to

m nimze the anount of travel that had to happen
bet ween airports. The quarantining, the testing

t hat woul d have to happen say boarding in Dutch
Har bor versus sonewhere el se and ot her aspects
that in the end resulted in such a challenging, if
you will, and difficult |ogistical undertaking to
overcone that the conclusion at the end was that
we woul d not be able to actually pull it off. It

| nvol ves getting people away from hone for up to
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t hree nonths, because it would be two nont hs
conti nuous at sea, plus possibly tw weeks of
guar anti ne book-endi ng those two nonths. |t would
inply getting the testing in place, it inplied,
again, a nunber of things that in the end it was
just going to be very difficult to get together
and we worked to the last mnute in ternms of how
far to the right of the schedule could we push
this before we went and still have it nmake it
sense in terns of the sanpling season and sone of
the | ogistics. Perhaps industry was able to
overconme but it was not sonething that we felt we
could do. | don't knowif Chris or Paul, do you
want to add to how we arrived at that position,
but it is a question that we struggled wth and,
like | said, to the last mnute until we deci ded
we coul d not go forward.

MR. DOREMUS: Cisco, this is Paul. |
don't have anything to add to that. | think that
covers the fundanentals. Every deploynent is
different. The risk factors vary quite a |ot and

then with renote |ongtine period types of
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depl oynents the conplications get anplified very
qui ckly. Qur teans worked aggressively to turn
every angle that they could to figure out a way to
get this done and with the clock ticking, we just
weren't able to commt. W hope to be noving into
a period of tinme where sone of the mtigation
measures can gradually be dialed back, but we're
not there at this tine and the governnent as a
whole isn't. W're not even in our facility.
We're still in this mandatory node of full
telework. So, it's hard to estimte the

| ogi stical conplications of pulling off the
particular surveys that GCsco is referring to when
the logistical barriers | essen next year we m ght
have a different option set. W're starting just
to see opportunities as we | ook further out on the
cal endar .

MR. OLIVER This is Chris, can you hear

MR. SOLIAl: Yes, we can hear you.
MR, OLIVER  Yeah, Bill. | appreciate

sone of the frustration. That was probably one of
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the nost difficult decisions we've nade certainly
since |'ve been here for obvious reasons, but it
is alittle apples and oranges. The |ogistical

| ssues that Cisco referred to, we and Bob Foye
made a trenendous attenpt to try and put together
a plan to pull this off, but it just wasn't going
to work in the end. W're al so working at nosphere
adhering to very rigorous review of travel
approvals. W had one small survey that required
two people to count for a day and it took as |ong
as a week to get the travel authorization cleared
and in this case, we were tal king about dozens of
people fromnultiple |ocations with nuch nore
chal l enging or difficult circunstances and
frankly, the Iikelihood of getting those travel
approval s approved in the tinme that we would to
get them approved was a pretty far stretch as well
so l'll throwthat into not trying to use that as
an excuse, but that was definitely a factor we
took into consideration too was the difficulty in
actual ly getting travel approval.

MR TWEIT: This is Bill Tweit. The
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only thing I would note back is | heard a couple
of tinmes that's it's not really Appl es-to-Appl es.
To the extent that | know the circunstances the
seafood industry is dealing with, about the only
factor that | heard NOAA fisheries describe that's
any different that the factors that the seafood
| ndustry has been dealing is the one that Chris
mentioned at the end, the need to get travel
approvals. OQherwise, | think all the other, at
| east to the best of ny know edge, | didn't hear
you descri be any other logistical issues that were
any different than the ones that the industry has
dealt with. So, and observation for you to think
about as we all work to communicate this, is |
think talking to a group of fol ks who by and | arge
wi || have just successfully addressed nost of the
obstacl es that you point out and so, we're going
to need to think about how to comruni cate that.

MR VWERNER: And this is a point, if |
could just add, in terns of sone of the | ogistical
| ssues that are really difficult to overcone. One

of the things that we converged on in terns of
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what woul d be the safest and best way to conplete
the survey it woul d have neant ei ght weeks w thout
being able to cone back to port, you know, being
up in the Bering, you know, sone places we sinply
could just not go back to. 1In the past, these
surveys, are nmaybe three weeks long and there is a
change in personnel and all of that. So, being in
a renote location as the Bering is for eight

weeks, is sonething that logistically we've never
had to do. [It's not to say that it's not doable,
but | nean in ny viewto say we're going to go out
and do sonething we've never before as chall engi ng
a situation | think everybody in the Bering this
time of year potentially, in renote | ocations,
under all of these other circunstances to ne was
another factor that adds to all the little pieces.
Li ke, for exanple, as Chris brought up and Paul
brought up, in order to nmake it work, it would
have had to have required everything to |line up
and we woul d have had to have done sonet hing we
had not done before in terns of the logistics and

t he preparation and everything for an ei ght week
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at sea survey wth four of our ships, etc.

MR TWEIT:. So, this is Bill again.
You're going to be saying that to a group of
| ndustry fol ks who have just done sonet hi ng
t hey' ve never done before of a simlar magnitude.
That's ny point is that everything you have faced
they' ve faced as well and they're going to be
hearing you with the ears of a group that have all
t hose sane chall enges, that made all those sane
tough decisions. They're running |onger shifts.
They' ve got peopl e who' ve stayed on board fromthe
Wang (phonetic) Fishery all the way up to the
Pol | ock Fishery. They've got fol ks who are
putting in five, six nonths at sea this year in
order to address. So, it's going to be a tough
audi ence hearing that particular argunent. And
So, you're going to have to put sone nore though
into that | think.

MR. VWERNER: (kay. Good point. Thanks,
Bill. Appreciate it.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Anything el se

North Pacific Council? Now we'll nove on to the
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Pacific Council. Questions?

MR. GOURLEY: | don't have any
gquestions. Phil or Marc or Ryan you have any
conment s?

MR. ANDERSON: This is Phil. | don't
have any. Just to echo the concerns that Bill
Tweit raised, simlar kinds of issues with the
Whiting Fishery in the West Coast in the
operations and the change in those operations.
So, largely the sane fol ks catch a processor end
of sonme of the other ship's folks as well, but
that would be the only thing I woul d add.

MR. GORELNIK: This is Marc. |'ve got
not hing further to add.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
W'll nmove on to the Caribbean Council.

MR, ROLON: | don't know. At this tine,
we don't have any questions.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. @ulf Council?

SPEAKER: | don't have any questi ons,

t hank you.

SPEAKER: No questions fromny end
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ei t her.

MR. SCLIAI: Mving on to the South
Atl antic Council.

SPEAKER: No questi ons.

MR. SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

SPEAKER: No questions for ne.

SPEAKER: None for ne either, thank you.

VR, SCLI Al: New Engl and.

MR. NIES: Thank you. This is Tom Ni es.

| have one question that | think is probably for

Sam but perhaps Csco as well. W are starting to

get sonme questions about how pl aci ng observers on
fishing boat in these condition conplies with the
national standards. | wonder if you' ve heard or
addressed that question yet.

MR. RAUCH. No, we haven't addressed
that question specifically. W do have observers
on boats, as | said, nost of the country. There
i s an exception in New England. Fisherman are on
board these vessels often in condition, you know,
to get back to sone of the questions about

surveys. The fishing industry has worked through
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a |l ot of these issues in nost places and have
figured out ways to fish safely. W have not seen
huge w despread issues anong fishing crew and so,
we believe that you can put themon safely. It's
been done in the rest country and where we've got
fishing in the Alaska fleets and the Wst Coast
fleets are the places that we haven't seen
out breaks. W think that there are certain
provi sions that are reasonable to undertake, Iike,
they' re working on preventing vessel hopping and
enforcing (inaudible) with the provider conpani es,
but the sheer fact that you are putting a person
in a factory or on a plant or on a boat where they
wi Il have to work in close proximty wth anot her
person, that's not inherently unsafe if certain
precautions are taken.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
"Il open it up to the Western Pacifi c.

M5. SIMONDS: All right, thank, M.
Chair. Kitty here. Paul, this question is for
you. So, in your analysis of opening up the NMFS

offices in the country. Were are we on that
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list? As you probably know and have read, you
know, are region is the |east affected by the
virus. Can you tell ne where you are?

MR. DOREMUS:. The front of the line as
al ways, Kitty.

M5. SIMONDS: | hope so because, you
know, | think the only factor is -- well, let's
take Anerican Sanpba where the governor has cl osed
any visiting there through July 31, but we are
concerned because we have over fishing conditions
on one of the two inportant fisheries in American
Sanmpa and the (inaudi ble) and a nunber of plans to
go down there to work on data and as we try to
wor kK t hrough these issues and these problens. So,
this is very inportant to us and so, if we're
nunber one, thank you very much and | hope you | et
me know as soon as possi bl e.

MR. DOREMUS: Well, Kitty, we don't
really have a list and I'mfully expecting that,
as everyone has noted all the way along and |'ve
talked a little bit about, we're going to change

our operating node in different parts of the
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country at different tines.

M5. SIMONDS: Right.

MR. DOREMUS: But what | nmeant about
being in the front of the line the circunstances
as | understand themin your region are npst
anmenable to return sooner. W have not nade a
decision to do that.

M5. SIMONDS: Right.

MR. DOREMUS. [It's anong the things
bei ng considered and we're coordinating with all
of NOAA as we go about doing this because so nany
of our facilities are in with other parts of NOAA
or in many instances, wth other agencies or other
partners. So, we're coordinating wwth a | ot of
different folks. W're noving at pace, but NOAA
| eadershi p, and, you know, this canme up in earlier
a point Chris nade, we are being required over and
over again to be cautious, err on the side of
safety, and concentrate on the m ssion operations
that are nost heavily affected first. So, that
screen is there, but we clearly |ooking at

different parts of the country where the health
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conditions overall are |looking different and give
us a different opportunity. So, this is what we
are taking into consideration for sure. | just
want to |l et you know t hat.

MR. SIMONDS: Right. | understand and |
just want to nmake sure that we, you know, brought
this up at this neeting with everybody |i stening.
Al parts NMFS that we are anxious to have NMFS
open their office and be able to take care of our
| mmedi ate needs, which you all know, which is a
Big Eye quota, which is also our nunber 10 so
t hank you very mnuch.

MR. DOREMJUS: Absolutely, Kitty and
again, we are not closed, we have been open and
there are many needs in all parts of the country
that we can address in our current operating node,
but certainly our focus is on our scientific data
collection and field work, and that will progress
as we get conditions that allow that and we get
approvals to do so. So, thank you, Kitty, for
bringing that point up and we'll hope to be able

to get to a nore robust ability to support counci |
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requi renents gradually as the environnent
| mpr oves.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Paul. | think Tomand Kitty basically addressed
the questions | had. Anybody el se from Wst Pac?
| guess not. Did |l mss anybody el se? Comments
or questions? Oherwise, we wll nove on to the
next itemon our agenda, which is the counci
reports on regional issues and activities that
made it through COVID-19. W are allocating 30
m nutes for this so we're going to around the
tabl e again and ask all the councils to provide
just a brief report on how the inpacts
(inaudible). So, we'll start fromthe North
Pacific and we'll make our way down. North
Pacific?

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, Dave, we're

all here. W had to nake a nunber of neeting

changes. W canceled our April neeting. W had a

special neeting in May to address several
energency rule requests. The council made a few

changes or recommended a few changes to the rules
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for the remai nder of 2020 to reduce the burden on
the Halibut Charter Fishery and our Halibut and
Stable Fish IFQ fisheries. W have a counci
neeting set up for the next couple of weeks

i ncl uding are SSC and AP and the agenda is just
limted to those nust do itens.

So, with the limted neetings, we've
devel oped a pretty | arge bow wave of issues that
we'll need to address either in Cctober, an
ext ended neeting, or having additional neetings to
make up for our lost tinme. Staff, of course, is
still working fromhonme. That encapsul ates what
we're doing. Thank you, David. W'IIl nove on to
the Pacific Council.

MR. TRACY: Thanks. This is Chuck. W
al so have had to cancel and reformat our council
meetings. We had our first Wbinar in April and
it went off quite snmoothly operationally and we'll
be doing the sane for June al though we've had to
really cut back our agenda to really essenti al
agenda itens primarily regulatory related issues

so we are falling behind on sone of the other

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 52

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

things that councils do Iike, you know, i nprove
our fishery managenent plans and do sone of those
ot her things that nake the fishing industry nore
efficient and address sone ongoi ng i ssues so we've
been struggling a little bit with how to make up
for those things in ternms of, you know, if we have
to continue to neet by webi nar and do sone agenda
triage so we're | ooking at sone different formats
for our council neetings perhaps sone | onger
meetings or breaking it up instead of neeting
continuously and that's sonething that we w ||
continue to | ook at.

We've had a few issues with the webinar
platforns. W used R ngCentral, which is
essentially Zoom for our April neeting. It went
really well, but nowthat it's not allowed to use
Zoom for the video portion of a webinar, we've
been | ooki ng around at Wbex and sone ot her
options. W' ve also been |ooking into the
possibility of getting Zoom approved and our I|IT
staff has gone all the way to the Assistant Chief

Information O fice at NOAA to get sone input on
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that and sone feedback so | think we've had sone
progress being made, but nothing that | ooks |ike
it's going to happen too soon.

O her things. You know, the council
t ook on sone energency regulations and built sone
I n-season flexibility into our Sal non process to
al l ow sone transfer of opportunity as conditions
prohi bited, you know, early season fisheries,
whi ch they have. W nade sone in-season
managenent changes to our non-fish fisheries as
well to provide sone additional opportunity so

we' re doing what we can. | guess as has been

touched on the observer waiver policy is sonething

that's been sort of a big issue for us. There is
quite of concern fromindustry about this issue
about the safety of their crew and putting all
their business at risk, but our fishery services
work hard to keep observers on boats. W started
with a two-week quarantine, but have now pl aced
observers on our (inaudible) fishery boats. It's
kind of a one-to-one working nodel. There has

been sone requests for sone additional
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consi deration, but, you know, | think we recognize
that the NMFS Fishery Service is working within
the constraints of the energency rule or energency
order and the criteria established there so that's
an ongoi ng i ssue that we have frequent di scussions
with industry about. That about covers our

busi ness here. | don't know if Phil or Marc or
Ryan have anything would |ike to add.

MR, GORELNIK: | would just quickly
maybe enphasi ze the concern we have relative to
falling behind. As Chuck said, we had a
successful April neeting under the virtual neeting
approach, however, | found it nore difficult to
manage the neeting successfully. It's harder to
get through as many agenda itens as we could if we
were face-to-face and wth the prospects of the
| npact of the pandem c lasting for an undeterm ned
anmopunt of tine |ooking ahead, the issues
associated with falling behind I think are going
to becone nore pronounced and | ooking for a
solution to that sone of things that Chuck

di scussed or sone of the things we're |ooking at.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page:

55

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

And | also just wanted to express ny gratitude to
the National Marine Fisheries Service for acting
on a couple of the energency regul ations that we
requested and | am sure your inundated wth other
requests comng fromother parts of the country as
well and it was nuch appreciated that you
responded to those requests.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Pacific Council.
We'l|l nove on to the Cari bbean.

MR. ROLON: Ckay. | seemto have
problenms with the call here, but, very briefly,
we' ve cancel ed all of our in-person neetings and
fromthis day until August all of our neetings
wi |l be through Webinar. W also have to prepare
COVI D control plan to conply with the local |aw
that for the way we are going to be operating
allowi ng the people in and out of the office. W
wi || probably be operating tel eworking. Most of
the staff are what they call high risk for getting
COVI D associated to a person in their famly. So,
we may end up working all the way to Decenber 31,

2020, and maybe next year everything goes nore
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snoothly with the COVID and the vacci ne and

everything we will reopen business as usual in the

first half of 2021.

In the national arena, we are
coordi nating with NOAA Fisheries, the
| nternational Fishery Ofice, and the
I nternational organizations in the Caribbean
because we are coordi nators and organi zers of
wor ki ng groups of shared species like the Gincon
and spawn integration species and so forth. So,
we are the one who coordi nate nost of these
neetings so we are going to also do work with
t hose neetings through webi nars and we hope to
start operating in-person international neetings
by 2021. That's all that we have to say at this
tinme. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you, Mguel. | wll
nove on to the Gulf Council.

M5. SIMVONS: Thank you. So, the Gulf
Council is planning virtual neetings through July
for SSC and in June, we're going to hold a four

day webi nar council neeting. W're going to try
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to cover as many things as we can. W're going to
build in a lot of breaks and we're going to start
alittle bit later and end a little earlier. W
distributed a survey via press release to

fi sherman and st akehol ders requesti ng feedback on
fish rel ated busi nesses who could be affected
directly by COVID 19 and rem nd everyone that you
still need to guidelines forned by Magnuson, but
we were interested in any regul ati on changes t hat
coul d offset those econom c inpacts fromthe
pandem c. And so, the council reviewed the
results of that survey in June and they consider
any managenent actions that show energency rule
requests or other changes such as changes to the
recreati onal season | ength.

We have sone good news. |t seens |ike
peopl e are fishing nore again as things open up
especially in Florida and other states. So, the
comrercial fisheries initially there was a | ot of
concerns about the supply chain and processors.
Sonme of these questions have sl owed now t hat

restaurants are being reopened at reduced capacity
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and there is outdoor seating.

The for hire fisheries, a lot of the
hotel s and resorts are opened back up. Beaches
are open so they are fishing again it seens. Sone
of the larger operations or head boats that can
carry 50 or nore people are operating at reduced
capacity of course and that depends on the state
or county regul ations.

Private anglers seemto be | ess inpacted
by COVI D-19 and have an increased effort. So, to
date, there's been no changes to each state's
private recreational season for our favorite fish,
Red Snapper.

So, the council will be | ooking at sone
of the gaps and nonitoring for |andings and effort
and that was largely due to no sanpling in March
and April and then May. This sounds |ike
I nheriting some of our state partners that they
are now at the docks and they hel ping assist with
sone of the sanpling now as sone of the
regul ati ons and quaranti ne neasures have been

| essened.
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So, the council will be I ooking at that
in June and | will stop there and see if the Chair
or Vice Chair would like to add anyt hi ng.

DR. FRAZER. No, | thought you did a
good job, Carrie. Nothing to add on ny end.

MR, DIAZ: Nothing to add on ny end.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Qulf Council,
and we'll nove on to the South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Ckay. Thank you. The
fishery issues here in the South Atlantic have
been pretty significant and although there's sone
recovery, they still are unveiling. So,
commercial fisheries are often pretty snmall boats,
| ow- 1 evel catches they really rely on book of
restaurant demands. A lot of restaurants depend
on tourists, so it's had a big inpact on them By
speci es, anywhere fromsay 10 to 90 percent off
their normal pace. Things that were appealing to
honme cooks or soneone who had a retail market has
done a little better. For hire fleets, we're down
probably as nmuch as 90 percent in April. The

charter boats and head boats, they are doing a
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little better nowwith sonme of the slow lifting.
Maybe they'll be 75 percent down in May, naybe a
little better. W were kind of bracketed by major
cl osures on inportant tourist areas between Dare
County being closed in North Carolina and Monroe
County being closed down in the Florida Keys and
those areas are pretty fisher-dependent for the
for hire and commerci al and everyt hi ng.

We've seen the private effort be very
vari able. Sonme areas were cl osed access, boat
ranps and such being closed. Oher areas saw a
bi g spi ke from people having the tine and ability
to go out, but it definitely seens |ike where
there's a | ot of dependent upon out of state
| icense and the tourist trade, but it's a
substantial reduction there not surprising so
there are sone areas in Florida where April or My
be 75 to 80 percent of the folks, you know,
charter boat guys' business and getting that back
is a lot of concern for them

Fromthe council perspective, you know,

one of our big concerns is the data strain and
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Ci sco gave us a good update on what's goi ng on
with the federal situation. W depend on state
surveys as well so fishery-dependent and

fi shery-independent data gaps are probably going
to be significant. W also are hot bed of
recreational so we're interested how the MR P
estimates are going to be developed in the com ng
years given they essentially |ost two nont hs of
sanpling. That's still a |ot of concern for our
fi sherman and our council nenbers.

Then, as far as the council operations,
we |ike all others noved to working renotely for
staff. It's really mninmally disruption. | feel
| i ke we' ve done a good job of keeping up with
critical tasks and keeping our council nenbers in
the loop with all that's been going on with COVID
and CARES and executive orders and everything el se
that's cone at us during this tine. One of the
things we've done is tried to gather inpacts
i nformation to help our states as they try to do
their qualifications for CARES. W al so think

about what types of things we need to do in terns
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of enmergency actions to nake our fisherman can
fully use their ACOs during the remainder of this
year as they start to get opened back up and we'l|l
have a council neeting in two weeks via webinar.
W'l |l be tal king about that at that tinme. The

bi ggest inpact of that is it just takes a lot nore
time for planning and training to get everyone on
board, but we got a four-day webi nar neeting,

whi ch should be quite a challenge | expect at
times to keep everyone interested and engaged.

And had part AP and NSCC neetings via webinar.

W' ve done those in the past so it wasn't too big
of a disruption for those guys.

We did cancel our Snapper G ouper AP
that was planned in early April because fisherman
were not in the state of mnd to think about
comng to an AP neeting when they were just trying
to keep their heads above water and figure out
what they were going to get for recovery funds and
take care of their businesses so we put off sone
busi ness we'l|l have to pick up |ater.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
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John. We'll nove in to the Md-Atlantic.

MR LU SI: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
just have a sinple report here today. Again, ny
nane is Mke Luisi. |I'mChair of the Md. And
so, simlar to the other regions, our staff have
been working from hone since |ate March and
t hey' ve been doing a really good job of not
falling too far behind regarding the works that's
on their plates. W've to make adjustnents to our
nmeeting just |ike everyone else. The one thing
about our council it that we have, you know, we've
used the webinar format for nmany of our neetings.
Not necessarily our council neetings, but for all
of the other neetings that go into it so nost of
our nmenbers and nost of our stakehol ders are
pretty confortable and famliar with that fornat.

We've had to nake adjustnents to both
our April and our June neetings. They were
cancel ed as i n-person, but noved to webinar. W
are planning a three day neeting in June via
webi nar and we've had to schedul e a one day

neeting in July to address a significant issue in
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the Illex Fishery in the anendnent that we've been
wor king on for quite sone tine just due to timng
consi der ati ons.

The one thing that we're tal ki ng about,
and |'d be curious to hear if anyone else is
considering it, Chris and Warren and | have been
tal ki ng about maybe thinking we would go to sone
formof a hybridized nodel for neetings, you know,
starting in August depending on the situation
around the country, but we have considered the
| dea that we would bring the nenbers thensel ves
t oget her and use whatever technol ogy woul d be
avai | abl e, you know, social distancing obviously
in the neeting room but then we woul d have the
audi ence participate sonehow virtually so we
woul dn't have, you know, nore than 30 people in
the roomat any given tine. |It's just sonething
we're considering and we've had such success with
t he webi nars based on the participation that we've
been able to get. It's just an idea that we have.

Lastly, fromstaff, you know, | know

that there's, and John Carm chael just nentioned
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this, you know, the data streamissues are going
to be inportant for us, but it would be extrenely
hel pful to have any information regarding the
soci al and econom c inpacts on fishing comunities
as well as that fishing effort and catch data
during this tine if we're able to collect, you
know, anything for staff to help us plan and help
our council, you know, nove forward and respond
wi t h managenent that that nakes sense. M.
Chairman, | think that's all | have in ny notes.
If Chris or Warren have anything else to add, 1'd
ask themnow if there's | m ght have m ssed.

MR. MOORE: |'m good.

MR, ELLIOT: Nothing fromne, thanks.

MR LU SI: Okay. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. W'IlIIl nove on
to the New Engl and Council .

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
This is TomN es. Mich |like the other councils,
we are continuing to operate. Qur five states in

New Engl and are gradual ly reopeni ng, but each one
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IS nmoving and its own pace so it's making things
conplicated as we start to think about when we
m ght be able to nove on to in-person neetings.

Qur office is basically closed. Al our
staff are working fromhonme. Muich |ike everybody
el se, we've been successfully using webinars to
hol d our council, SSC, and commttee neetings.

Qur June neeting right nowis planned to be a
webinar. |t wll be a three day neeting.

W're a little bit lTucky in this is the
time of the year where we do a | ot of the
groundwor k for decisions that we nmake in the Fal
so we've been able to keep up with that work, but
the neetings nmay get nore conplicated as we have
to try and take final action.

W' ve got sone council nenbers who have
expressed sone hesitancy about nmaking
controversi al decisions during webinar, but it's
not clear when we're going to be able to hold
anot her in-person neeting and so, | think at sone
point we may have to nake sone of those deci sions

t hat way.
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John reported about sone drops in
demand. We've al so seen those in the New Engl and
area. A lot of fisheries feed the restaurant
marked with fresh market and with the cl osing of
restaurants, it's dramatically depressed prices.

G oundfish fisherman have their prices drop by at

| east 25 percent. Scallop prices have kind of
stabilized a little, but they al so dropped for a
while. Qur for hire recreational fleet is just
starting to get back on the water. Mdst of the
states prohibited them from operating and now sone
of the states are starting to |let them operate on
a small |evel.

Qur fisherman and whol esalers are trying
to adapt by seeking different outlets to repl ace
the restaurant market with sone success and we've
had sone groups try to wake up wth food banks,
but | don't they've been as successful just yet.
| believe the USDA had nentioned that they were
goi ng to purchase haddock, redfish, and pollock in
a significant anount fromthe Northeast, but |

don't believe any of those contracts inpl enented
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yet though we just m ght not have heard of it.

We've already started at sone of our
advi sory panels and commttee neetings to ask the
public and comm ttee nenbers what actions we can
take in order to try and mtigate the pandem c and
we expect that we'll consider those ideas at the
June council neeting. That conpletes what | have
to say, but | believe ny Chair, Dr. Quinn, had a
few comments he wanted to nmake as well.

MR. QUINN: Thank you very much, M.
Nies. W just wanted to end our report with the
tip of our hats in New England to our regional
adm nistrative office led by M ke Pentony and
Assi st ant Regi onal Adm ni strator Sarah Bl and.
There's been an awful ot of problens with the
wor k at hone and everything and they really pushed
several of our actions to conpletion in the surf
clamscallop industry so we just wanted to say
t hank you them not just publicly but nationally.
They really stepped up here in these difficult
times so thanks to them That concl udes our

report.
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MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, New Engl and
Council. W're noving on to Western Pacific. As
you may know, we've got four island groups that
cover -- conprise the Western Pacific Council, so
we're going to start fromCNM. |'mgoing to ask
(i naudi ble) to provide the COVID-19 inpacts for
(inaudible). So we'll start with CNM and then
we'll go to Guam Hawaii, and then |'Il end it
with Anerican Sanba. M. Gourl ey.

MR, GOURLEY: Ckay. Thank you, Archie
Soliai. | do appreciate it. The CNM took an
| sol ati ons approach and April 1, we basically
stopped all flights comng into Sai pan. April 2,
we stopped interisland flights between Sai pan,
Tinian, and Rota. There's drastic neasures pretty
much isolated in us literally and Tinian and Rota
had zero cases of COVID 19 infections. Saipan has
had to date 21 infections and two deaths. One of
t he deaths was one of our fish vendors that we
were collecting data from Now, our econony is
based on tourismso by stopping the flights, our

econony has hit rock bottom Restaurants are
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cl osed, hotels are closed. There's not a whole
| ot going on here and so the demand for fish was
severely decreased because of the restaurant
cl osures and no tourists. There was established a
curfew from7:00 at night until 6:00 in the
norni ng and boat ranps were all closed except for
one and no vessels were allowed to go beyond the
reef line. Public beaches and parks were cl osed.
So, basically, the fishing industry was devast at ed
by March the 30t h.

Peopl e started grunbling. A petition
was given to the governor to start opening up a
little bit and he did respond so the curfew has
gone through two revisions and currently, the
curfewnowis from11:00 at night until 5:00 in
the norning, which allows our spear fisherman to
go out and fish the first part of the night. It
all ow the boats to | eave past the reef to go out
trolling. It allows our bottomfishernan to go up
to the Northern Islands. Qur markets are starting
to reopen because they're getting product so

things are returning to normal. The anount of

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page:

71

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

fish comng in is obviously |less and the demand is
| ess because we don't have a chore space so that's
it in a nutshell. Thank you, Archie.

MR SCLIAI: W'Il nove on to Guam

MR. DUENAS: M chel Duenas here. Very
simlar to the neighbors up north -- only that our
gover nment consi dered fishing an essenti al
activity so there were no restrictions on fishing,
but due to the | ockdown, various road cl osures,
hotel s and restaurants being closed, there is
really no avenue for fisherman to shell fish so
basically everyone reverted to subsi stence based
fishing and sharing within the community and their
famlies so other than restrictions on being able
to sell and market their fish, there was basically
only subsistent fishing going on in our area.
That's all | have for Guam

MR, SCLIAl: Thank you, M. Duenas.
W'll nove on to Hawaii .

VMR, WATAMURA: Ed Watanura, Vice Chair
fromHawaii. Like they were saying, Hawaii has

al so suffered because the big driver for our
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econony and fishing is tourismand just to give
you an idea, |ast year at the sane the daily
arrival of visitors was 30,000 per day. Yesterday
there were 256 so that dranmatic decrease gives you
kind of an idea of where were at. So, the denmand
for fish is way down. Restaurant closures and
| ack of tourismhas really affected the price
point for fish and it's nmade it very difficult for
comercial fisherman. Qut of 145 active |ong
liners, only 100 of them are fishing. The
docksi de | andi ngs have declined by 80 percent.
The anount of fish, the daily average has dropped
| i ke 70 percent historically.

So, as you can see, the demand is very
| ow and the price is very low and the fishery is
suffering. The charter boat fishing industry has
al so been shut down. They are required to have a
permt and their permts were revoked and until
it's reinstated by the governor, it's 100 percent
shut down. The non-conmmerci al sector has been
trying to take the place of the shut down so the

fisherman have joined in on a Facebook page call ed

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page:

73

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Hawaii's Fi sherman Feeding Fam lies and the
non-comerci al fisherman are encouraged to take
pictures of their catch and say how many famlies
t hey' ve been feeding so April 15 to May 6, it was
reported that nore than 3,000 pounds of fish were
caught and feeding an estinmated 7,000 peopl e.

The fishing tourismindustry is also
shut down because that's basically based on a | ot
of tourismalso. It's anmltimllion-dollar
| ndustry for our econony. So, things are pretty
grimand we're |ooking forward to nore things
reopeni ng. As you know, our case count is super
low. It's been pretty close to zero for the past
week or so. So, hopefully we will see nore things
openi ng up. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAl: Thank you, Ed. For
Anerican Sanmpa, |'m happy to say that the U S
Soil that the (inaudible) positive team basis and
we'll keep that way. As far as the econony is
concerned, we do solid business hours and we never
had any flights into the island except for once

weekly charter flight so the fear is if we open up

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 74

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

the flights then sonebody is going to bring the
di sease to the island so they keep extending it
for 30 days and right now they're | ooking at an
extension to June 30.

The governnment has al so reduced their
wor ki ng hours for all businesses. Restaurants,
ni ght clubs, bars are all pretty nuch operating on
a skeleton crew, if they open at all. Sone of the
restaurants are only allowed 10 custoners at a
tinme so that's al nost not worth to open up, you
know, for 10 people.

As far as the fisheries are concerned,
our fundanental marine and wldlife resources
reduced their governnment hours so, obviously, it
| npacts the departnent's ability to coll ect data.
And, you know, there is an issue currently wth,
you know, bottom fish data collection and it was
determ ned to be overfished, experiencing
overfishing, and that's a great concern for the
(i naudi bl e), especially the fishernmen. The
general consensus is that, you know, the real

problemis the | ack of data.
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As far as the fisherman are concerned,

t he reduced busi ness hours have obviously inpacted
their ability to deliver the collection of their
fish. Fortunately, the canneries (inaudible) has
been designated as an essential enployer, so it's
going full operation, operating at |east in

460-m nute increnents (phonetic) during this
pandem c per day.

Sonme of the factors that inpact the
supply chain due to, you know, the cancell ation of
the flights inpacts the vessel's ability to
(i naudi bl e), so sone of the long liners are tied
up (inaudible). But |I do want to use this tine to
t hank (inaudi ble) and the Feds for fishing
energency rulemaking to allow, you know, the
fishing fleet to go out w thout observers. During
this COvVID 19, we know that section expires on the
31st, but | know that there's been di scussion
about extending that, so thank you for all the
hard work that you do.

So, this cannery is very inportant

because with the inpact on the food supply chain
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in the production facilities in the U S.,
i ncl uding protein (inaudible) inportant, not only
to Anerican Sanpa's (inaudible), but also to the
U. S. food supply chain. So we |ook forward to
continuing with (inaudible) fishing during the
COVI D- 19 period. Kitty, did you have anything to
add?

| take that as a no. Thank you to all
the councils for the update. W'II|l nove on to the
next itemon our agenda, which is the CARES Act
$300 mllion stinulus package for fishery and
aquacul ture. Kelly.

M5. DENIT: Yes. Thank you, M. Chair.
Good afternoon and good norning, everyone. |'m
going to step you through three nmain conponents of
the CARES Act. | think everyone is aware that the
CARES Act included 300 mllion in assistance for
fisheries and we' ve been working as quickly as
possible to get that funding out. W were able to
announce the allocation of those funds just a
coupl e weeks ago so I'mgoing to step you guys

t hrough how we did the allocation, sone of the
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eligibility, and then process and then happy to
answer any questions that fol ks have.

So, first, like |I nmentioned, our
overriding goal was to get the funds out as
qui ckly as possible. W used a proportional
al l ocation across all of the coastal states,
Tribes, and territories and we were really focused
on using readily available total annual revenue
i nformation fromthe commercial, charter, marine
fish and shellfish aquacul ture, the seafood supply
chai n including processors and deal ers for each
state, Tribe, and territory. And we al so took
subsi stence and cultural fisheries into account as
part of that.

As you guys know, fisheries can
fluctuate fromyear-to-year so we used nulti-year
averages to estimate revenue wherever possible.

For the nost part, we were able to use five year
revenue averages for the commercial fish revenues
as well as available nmulti-year averages for
aquacul ture revenue where that was incorporated in

commerci al revenue.
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In addition, we did an adjustnent to
t hat average annual revenue, which is a tongue
tw ster. For Al aska, the Northeast, and
Md-Atlantic states, those were adjusted to
attribute landings in those regions to vessel
owners state of residence and we applied a simlar
adjustnment to at sea processors on the West Coast.

O her fisheries on the Wst Coast and
the Pacific Islands and Sout heast and Gulf, we did
not do that hone porting adjustnent because we did
not have readily available data to allow us to do
that and it also represents a snaller proportion
of the total revenue, and woul d not inpact the
al l ocati on substantially.

The seaf ood sector revenues were
cal cul ated using our | MPLAN nodel agai n using
mul ti-year averages. The | MPLAN nodel is our input
out put nodel that is used in a |lot of our economc
anal ysis. Sonme of you are probably famliar with
it. It did include both first |ine and second
| i ne processors as part of that.

For the for hire, we used the five-year
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average fromthe for hire angler trip expenditure
survey and as | nentioned, we used a nultiplier to
account for subsistence and cultural aspects of
different fisheries.

There were sone exceptions to the
mul ti-year average, but, as | nentioned, for the
nost part, we were able to use five-year averages
across the board fromthe data streans. W also
established a m ni rum and nmaxi num anount for the
allocations including 1 mllion and 50 mllion
respectively.

In terns of eligibility, we pulled this
directly fromthe CARES Act, which you all Iikely
have seen at this point. So, commercial fishing
busi nesses, charter/for hire businesses, qualified
aquacul ture operations, as well as processors, the
Tri bes, we were focused on mari ne aspects and so,
fresh water, G eat Lakes operations and Tri bes
wer e not i ncl uded.

O her fish rel ated busi nesses, there was
sone flexibility there for states to nake

determ nati ons around what they want to include
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within that fish related businesses. W did draw
the line at a certain point, which is really
restaurants and retailers to not be included.

And, of course, there are the two nain
stipulations in the CARES Act. There has to be an
I ncurred 35 percent | oss as conpared to previous
five-year average or any negative inpacts to
subsi stence, cultural, or cerenonial fisheries.

So, for that revenue | oss, determ nation of
qualified (inaudible), territory, or tribe to
articulate how they're going to determ ne that and
how they' re going to docunent it. They do not
have to use annual conparisons and we've gotten a
| ot of questions so I'll go ahead and speak to the
fact that the fishery does not have to have

al ready occurred. Sone states we are hearing are
likely to potentially set aside sone portion for
the allocations for those fisheries who m ght be
starting right now, but which they expect wll
have a negative inpact from COVID and once those
fisheries pass that tine period, they wll be able

to denonstrate that they've had this |oss incurred
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and be eligible for funding or assistance. But
that's up to each state to determ ne and the key
there is that the |l oss has actually occurred so
t he states cannot use projections as part of those
det erm nati ons.

So, with that, I'lIl hit on the process.
So, we are working on awards to the Atlantic
States, @Qulf States, and Pacific States Mrine
Fi sheries Comm ssions as well as U S. V.I. and
Puerto Rico. Each of those comm ssions wll work
wth the state, territory, or Tribes to devel op
the spend plan for the groups in those specific
comm ssions. And the spend plan is where the
specificity on how that 35 percent |oss or the
subsi stence cultural inpact will be articul ated by
those specific groups. It's also where the state
or Tribe or territory were expl ai ned, how you're
going to verify the |loss, and, of course, spend
pl ans can include projects other than direct
paynents if there is tie to COVID. So, once those
spend pl ans are devel oped and approved by us, then

the comm ssions will be in the position to process
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paynents to individuals. There is also the
flexibility for a state or territory or Tribe to
choose to process the paynents thensel ves, but we
are anticipating for the nost part that the
commi ssions will be the ones to process paynents.
There's a few nore points and then I'1]
be happy to answer questions. So, tinelines, lots
of questions on tinelines. The tinelines are
going to vary by state depending on the
devel opnent of their spend plan. Many states are
usi ng sonme sort of public engagenent to devel op
their spend plan, which is going to take a little
bit nore tine. The spend plans will then be
submtted to the comm ssions for review W do
expect that review to be quick and we wll be
novi ng those reviews as fast as possible. | would
hi ghl i ght the | anguage in the CARES Act that
refers to the rolling basis. So, as states are
conpleting their spend plans and those are being
submtted, we will be able to review those and
then nove forward. So, for exanple, the State of

Georgi a does not have to wait for the State of
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North Carolina or the State of South Carolina to
submt their spend plans in order for those
reviews to happen and assistance to start getting
out the door.

In addition, again, this is another
coupl e questions that we received. Yes, folks are
eligible to participate in other assistance
prograns such as SBA | oans or the Paynent
Protection Plan and still apply for assistance
under the CARES Act. The key point here is that
t hey cannot make thensel ves nore than whole so all
of those streans together cannot put them above
their average revenue from previous years in terns
of the assistance received.

And I'Il just close by saying we're
expecting, of course, a substantial |evel of
oversi ght in our execution of these funds through
the grants and that will flow down to the states
and territories so there will be reporting
requi renents and other things as part of that.

So, M. Chair, I'll stop there and woul d be happy

to answer any questions.
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MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Kelly. W'l]|
open it up for questions and we'll go in the sane
order that we went through earlier. W'I|| start
with North Pacific.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, M. Chair.

Davie Wtherell here. | have a question. |'m
interested in rationale for having the 50 mllion
dollar cap. It seens kind of arbitrary. It's

| i ke nmy teacher is grading on a curve and even
t hough I got 100, the highest grade in the class
Is going to be a C Wy the 50 mllion dollar
cap?

M5. DENIT: Sure, Dave. So, | can take

a stab at that and then Chris and Paul, please

feel free to junp in. | think, as we all know,
that the 300 mllion is not very nuch in
conparison to the overall |osses that we are

expecting that have experienced across all of the
different sectors that are enconpassed by the
CARES Act and so, we were looking to try and find
an appropriate level to set to allow us to provide

assistance to as nmany fol ks in the best way
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possi bl e taking into account the information that
we had here, in particular the revenue

I nformation. So, Paul or Chris, if you guys would
like to add to that.

MR OLIVER Well, yeah, I'll add to
that, Kelly. This is Chris. H, Dave. You know,
part of it was the realization of the
| nperfection, for lack of a better word, the
i nperfection of the revenue, of course, that we
took and the realization that under that approach,
it still doesn't take into account whether, in
fact, certain fisheries actually neet the 35
percent |loss threshold. And when we | ooked at
sone initial -- just in terns of equity and
| ooki ng at, you know, sone of our initial nunbers
bef ore we get hone port adjustnents woul d have
given the vast majority of the noney to two states
and we not feel given the inperfection of the
revenue approach and the fact that sonme of those
fisheries may not in fact neet the 35 percent |oss
threshol d, that sone buffering nade sense. And

when we redid the nunbers actually with the hone
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porting adjustnent, as it turns out, the cap was
al nost irrelevant. There were only two states

t hat woul d have exceeded the cap and only by a
very slight anount. So, it ended up not being a
big factor in terns of how it affected the noney.
W felt the logic in spreading just in terns of
equity across all the different states recogni zi ng
the fact that the revenue approach, although it
was the nost expeditious that we had, it wasn't
going to be perfect. So, we felt sone type of
snoot hi ng factor was appropriate.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,

Chris. W'Ill nove on to Pacific Council.

MR. TRACY: Thanks. | don't have any
questions. Bill, Marc, Brian?

MR GORELNIK:  This is Marc. 1've got a

gquestion. Can you hear ne.

MR TRACY: Yes.

MR. GORELNI K. Ckay, great. M question
has to do with a category of other fishing rel ated
busi nesses in the CARES Act and first, you know, |

know from | ooking at the Fishery Econom cs Report
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that a large fraction of the fishery econom cs, at
| east in the State of California, have to do with
handling inports, and so |I'm wondering and ny
first questionis, is the funding limted to the
fishing rel ated busi nesses that are concerned with
donesti c seaf ood production or does it also
enconpass those that deal with inported seaf ood?
And | have a second questi on.

M5. DENIT: Hey Marc. Geat question.
Thank you. This is Kelly. Yes, seafood
busi nesses that are processing both donestic
product as well as product that they have inported
are eligible under the CARES Act.

MR. GORELNIK: Ckay. Geat. And then
nmy second question has to do al so under the
category of other fishing related businesses. |
heard you say that this expressly does not extend
to retailers, rather to restaurants and retail ers,
but | think that that was seafood retailers, not
retailers generally, right or was it retailers
general | y?

M5. DENIT: |'mnot tracking what you
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nmean. What's the different retailer that you're
t al ki ng about.

MR, GORELNIK:  Well, | thought when you
talked limtations on CARES Act funding you
mentioned that it was expressly not extending to
restaurants, which | understood, and then |
t hought | heard you say also would not extend to
retailers. Did | hear that correctly?

M5. DENIT: Yes.

MR. GORELNI K: Okay. So, the reason |
asked is that, at least within the recreational
fishery, one of the |argest portions of the
econom cs of that part of the industry relates to
tackle stores and retailers and | had been led to
believe that that sector would be entitled to seek
fundi ng under the CARES Act and | thought the
CARES Act only limted relief to seafood
retailers, not retailers generally. And this
becones a particular problemat least in the State
of California because the State of Californiais
not considering that sector.

MS. DENI T: No. That's correct, Marc.
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Seafood retailer is not included. Bait and tackle
operators are eligible and it's up to the state to
det er m ne.

MR. QORELNI K: Okay. So, Congress
provided that that funding could go there, but
states can decide for thensel ves whet her they want
to provide that funding. Is that right?

M5. DENIT: Correct.

MR GORELNIK: Al right. Thank you.

M5. DENIT: Sure,.

MR SCLIAI: Al right. Mve on to the
Car i bbean.

MR. ROLON: Yes, can you repeat who is
going to distribute the funding in the U S V.I.
And Puerto Rico? It's a question that fisherman
are aski ng.

M5. DENIT: Sure, Mguel. Happy too. |
believe in Puerto Rico it's going to be the
Departnent of agriculture. Inthe US V.I., |
think it's the Fisheries Agency, but I'll double
check and send you an e-mail wth that

I nformati on.
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MR. RCOLON: Thank you very nuch.

MR. HANKE: Can you hear ne now? Hell o?

MR. SOLIAl: Yes, go ahead.

MR HANKE: | finally was able to
connect. This is Marcos Hanke. [|'msorry for the
delay. | had sone trouble with ny audio. In

terns of Puerto Rico, the Departnent of
Agriculture doesn't have anything to do with the
charter industry. | want to also highlight that
and to know how it's going to fix or address the
charters during this period.

M5. DENIT: Yes, Marcos. The charter
i ndustries explicitly highlighted in the CARES Act
as eligible and we've communicated that with
Puerto Rico, but we'll nmake sure to follow up and
hi ghlight that and I1'll get the points of contact
to Mguel so that you have the right folks to get
in touch wwth in Puerto Rico.

MR. HANKE: Thank you very nuch.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
We'll nmove on to the Gulf Council.

DR. FRASER: Yes, this is Tom Fraser
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and, Kelly, | thought you did a really nice job
with the overview, but just trying to think, you
know, we have a nunber of questions and trying to
figure out where we would direct people to a
synopsis | guess of the overview or the process
and sone of those details and | guess think about
putting together, |ike, an FAQ sheet or sonething
| i ke that.

M5. DENIT: Yeah, Tom Thanks. G eat
question. W do have an FAQ actually up on our
website right now that |ays out the process that |
described in terns of the allocations. It also
answers many questions around the process noving
forward and it has a breakdown by state of the
revenues by proportion so there's quite a bit of
i nformation on our website and | can certainly
share that Iink with the council EDs to share with
you all if that would be hel pful for those.

DR. FRASER: Yes, that would be really
hel pful for us. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. W'Ill npove on

to the South Atl antic.
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MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions. Thank
you, Kelly.

M5. DENIT: Thank you, John.

MR SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair.

Kelly, | have a couple of questions for you.

W' ve been getting a |lot of questions about the
actual allocations and | think, you know, |'ve
been able to explain it relative well, but there
seens to be a disconnect between the allocations
and revenues and | explained that there's other
revenues associated with those allocations, right?
So, that's one thing.

The ot her question that | got that | can
answer is why a state |ike Pennsyl vania woul d get
noney. M answer is that well they're so poor
that there's a mnimal anount that went out, but
as Pennsylvania indicated that in fact, they're
going to spend that noney?

M5. DENIT: Yes, Chris, so, you're right
on the first point. It is beyond just commrerci al

sect or. It includes the charter, seafood sector,
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and others. So, yes, that's why you can't just

| ook at commercial revenue to get the allocations.
And, yes, the question about Pennsylvania is by
far the highest vote getter so far in the CARES
Act roll out. So, the answer is they actually
have a seaf ood processi ng sector and that was what
drove their allocation was processing that occurs
Wi thin state and so, that was how proportionally
that fell out in terns of their allocation that it
I's driven exclusively by a seafood industry.

MR MOORE: All right. Thank you. |
had one quick one too. Once the state gets the
noney, how | ong do they have to spend it?

MR DENIT: Geat question, Chris. So,
the CARES Act specifies that funds have to be
expended by Septenber of 2021, but we obviously
are expecting that funds will be expended far in
advance of that. So, there is no other deadline
in ternms of specifically getting the funds out.

We do have a checkpoint specifically at the end of
August in our grant award condition with the

comm ssions to hel p nmake sure everybody is noving
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as quickly as possible in particular in devel opi ng
their spend plans because we know that the need is
ri ght now and we want to get the funds out as
qui ckly as we can.

MR. MOORE: Thank you.

M5. DENIT: Yes.

MR LUSI: M. Chairman, this is M ke
Lui si and hey, Kelly, how are you? Just a quick
question and we can followup certainly
afterwards. Wrking for the State of Mryl and,
|'ve already had three calls today on the CARES
Act so thisis alittle overkill. But one of the
guestions that are com ng out of the states,
specifically in our region, has to do with the
deal er data or the federally permtted deal ers and
the state permtted dealers and were both deal ers
or both processing facilities, would they have
both been incorporated into the allocation formula
or were you only using federally permtted deal ers
for that information or federal processors.

M5. DENIT: | am about 90 percent sure

that we i1 ncluded both federal and state, but |
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1 will followup and get you to that.

2 MR LU SI: Very helpful. Thank you
3 very much. That's all | have, M. Chairnan.

4 MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Mbving on to

5 New Engl and.

6 MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

7 This is TomNes. H, Kelly, how are you? | have
8 a perhaps an easy question. |[|'ve got a couple of
9 gquestions fromstate directors wondering where the
10 aquacul ture data cane from |I'mnot famliar wth
11 the details of data collection for aquacul ture,

12 but sonme of the states are concerned that it's not
13 really well organized and they are a little

14 uncl ear about where that cane from And then |'ve
15 got a followup question as well.

16 M5. DENIT: Al right. Yes.

17 Aquacul ture. | should have brushed up on that

18 QA Oh, Tom So, | know we answered a specific
19 guestion for Rhode |Island that we had included the
20 aquacul ture data that they were interested in and
21 | will need to -- yeah, we used all the avail able
22 sources of data that we had. |It's the short
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1 version for aquaculture and that was what was

2 i ncorporated. So, we worked with our --

3 MR NES: Ddw lose Kelly? Kelly,

4 are you still with us.

5 M5. DENIT: Yes, hi. That was not on

6 purpose. No offense, Tom M/ w-fi nessed up

7 here at the house. All of a sudden everybody went
8 to yellow triangles and | was |ike whoa. W used
9 all avail abl e sources that we had of aquacul ture,
10 Tom

11 MR. NIES: Thank you. And then a

12 foll owup and you may have answered this already.
13 s the informati on on the web page that you

14 referred, does it give the breakdown by state from
15 how much the revenues were from each sector?

16 M5. DENIT: Yes, it gives the

17 proportion, correct.

18 MR. NIES: Thank you.

19 M5. DENIT: Yes.

20 MR SCLIAI: Al right. W'IlIIl npove on
21 to West Pac. Any questions fromthe Wstern

22 Paci fic?
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1 MR. GOURLEY: Yes, Chairman. | have

2 sone questions.

3 MR. SOLIAl: Go ahead, M. CGourl ey.

4 MR. GOURLEY: Yes, hi, Kelly. 1've got
5 sone shoul d be easy questions. Can non-U.S.

6 Ctizens prevail of this noney?

7 M5. DENIT: | believe the answer to that
8 Is no. |'mnot sure that that one has cone up

9 yet.

10 MR. GOURLEY: We have busi nesses that

11 have non-U. S. Ctizen enpl oyees and we've al so

12 got fisherman that are non- U S. CGtizens and this
13 is kind of going to be a big issue for us in the

14 CNM so that question kind of pops up immedi ately

15 when we're tal ki ng anong oursel ves.
16 Kind of along with that our, let's see
17 i f the correct political term undocunented

18 aliens, are they eligible for the CARES Act?

19 M5. DENIT: |I'mpretty sure the answer
20 one i s no.
21 MR. GOURLEY: | would agree, but | had
22 to ask it.
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MR. SOLIAI: Not that there are any
undocunent ed al i ens.

MR, GOURLEY: Not that | know of, but I
just wanted to, you know, kind of clear the air.
Kelly, |I've got another one. W don't have a | ot
of docunented data for our fisherman. It's kind
of sparse. Can we have applicants sign a sworn
statenent saying that they made so nuch noney and
that they incurred a 35 percent |1oss? |s that
sonet hing that woul d be acceptable to NMFS in the
spend pl an?

M5. DENIT: Yes, it is. Yes, we are
aware of data gaps that they just in certain
fisheries so, yes, signed affidavits articulating
fisheries they were in and the | oss of revenue,

what was the | evel of |oss can be used, yes.

MR. GOURLEY: Excellent. Last question.

We're struggling a little bit to get going so who
woul d be our best POC to get us going on

devel opnent of the spend plan fromthe CNM for
this area?

M5. DENIT: Yes, it's going to be Randy
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Fi sher and Pam Kahunt (phonetic) at Pacific States
Comm ssion, but we'll followup with themto nake
sure that they are reaching out to you guys.

MR. GOURLEY: Randy Fi sher and Pat --

M5. DENIT: Pam |'ll send you the
information. |'ll get you the e-nmails.

MR. GOURLEY: Fantastic. Thank you very
much. | appreciate it. That's all the questions
| have right now.

MR. SOLI Al: Anybody have any ot her
guestions? | have a question for Kelly. | have
actually two questions. How are you going to
avoi d the doubl e di ppi ng?

M5. DENIT: John, yes, there we go,

t hank you. Sorry, go ahead or M. Chair.

MR. SCLIAI: How are you going to avoid
doubl e di pping for those industries that nmay have
gotten | oans and you can talk a little bit about
how nmuch the possible issues with the
adm ni strative costs?

M5. DENIT: Sure. So, on the first

guestion, in terns of double dipping, nost |ikely

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 100

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

we are expecting that nmany of the states and
territories and tribes are going to use affidavits
aski ng people to confirmthat they are not naking
t hensel ves nore than whole with all of the
assi stance that they are getting. It's possible
that sone states will require additional
docunentation to verify that information, but that
wll be up to each state and territory to
determ ne exactly what that's going to | ook Iike.
In terns of the adm nistrative costs, at
this point, as you all mght anticipate, we're
trying to mnimze those as nuch as possi ble plus
there was a snmall assessnent taken by the agency
to support the processing of the grants. Each of
the respective conmmssions is also likely taking a
smal | proportion of the admn in order to process
activities and all of the necessary actions in
support of getting the funding out, but, again,
we're expecting that to be mininmal. And the
states and territories do have the option to use
sone of the funding that's comng to themto help

themin the devel opnent of their spend plan in the

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 101

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

execution of funds if they choose to execute the
paynents thenselves. But, again, we're expecting
everyone is going to be trying to take as little
as possible. The CARES Act allows up to 2 percent
for adm n costs, which would be, you know, $6
mllion and we have zero expectation it will be
anywhere renotely close to that.

MR. SOLIAI: |Is that your percent across
the board for all the councils or does that vary
per assessnent ?

M5. DENIT: That's just what's
established in the CARES Act that we could take as
much as 2 percent. No one is taking anywhere
cl ose to that.

MR, SCLIAI: Okay, great. Al right.
Thank you.

M5. DENIT: Thank you, M. Chair.

MR, SCLIAI: Wth there being no other
guestions, we'll nove on to the updates for the
mnutes. |1'Il send the floor over to Chris.

MR. OLIVER  Thank you, M. Chairnan,

and | know we're behind schedule so I'll be fairly
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brief. | want to talk to talk a little about
priorities. Priorities at a 30,000 foot |evel
really. Over the past few nonths, | think our
| mmedi ate priorities |argely have been determ ned
for us. Qoviously, trying to figure out a new
virtual operational node and m nim ze attacks to
our essential mssion activities. Protecting our
peopl e, maki ng sure everybody is safe. | think,
you know, | don't know how | ong we're going to be
I n the operational node, but we're starting to
t hing nore now about how we cone out of this in
terns of regaining the economcs of our fisheries
and, you know, supporting a new nornal where
seaf ood pl ays an even bigger role in our econony
and | think, you know, the recent role out of the
CARES Act funding along with presidenti al
executive order on pronoting Anerican seafood
conpetitiveness provides us a really good platform
to do that.

We continue, as we've discussed, to work
on our market snapshots had efforts | ed by M chael

Eno (phonetic) to help qualify, if not quantify,
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1 sector-by-sector where the inpacts are and help

2 (i naudi bl ) where we can nake the connections in

3 the supply chain. So, you know, a call for

4 regul atory reformto maximze our fishing

5 opportunities, sonmething the councils have al ready
6 been working on that speaks to, of course, nay

7 common sense restrictions on seafood inports

8 dealing with 1UU fishing and inportantly,

9 establ i shes a seafood trade taskforce to deal wth
10 sonme of those issues as they relate to our

11 conpetitiveness and our supply chains and it

12 places NOAA firmy in charge of the aquacul ture
13 permtting process. So, | think it really

14 provi des us a good basis to begin addressing sone
15 of these long-term chall enges because | don't

16 think our primary priorities have changed so nuch
17 as how we're going to acconplish them and have

18 things that you nay need to do differently to

19 acconplish them

20 | just want to say that, you know,

21 priority wise, regaining and restoring and

22 anmplifying the econom c value of our fishing and
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seafood i ndustry remains a top priority obviously
whi | e mai ntai ning our biological sustainability.
As we discussed earlier, one of the biggest

| npacts that we've had has been to our science

m ssion and our surveys and stock assessnents and
that remains and | don't need to go rehash all the
reasons. |'ve been amazed at how we've been able
to operate at | east from a nmanagenent perspective,
you know, opening fisheries, closing fisheries,
tracking quotas from a basi c managenent
perspective, it's been pretty amazi ng how wel |
we've able to operate and you've been able to
operative virtually to acconplish that. No nmgjor
eggs have broken there.

On the survey front, yeah, we've got
sone broken eggs there and, you know, |ike | said,
It's because science and particularly our baseline
survey and assessnents are one of ny very, very,
very top priorities and it was particularly
difficult and depressing for ne to have to go on
and make that decision, but | won't rehash all

that at the nonent. But, you know, | can't
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pretend that everything is going to be operating
as efficiently and effectively as it did before
this situation. Cbviously, when we have field
research and | ab research, sone of those things
just can't be done the way that we could over the
vi deo webi nar.

So, as we plan for the rest of this year
and next year, | think we, you know, want to
continue with our core mssion, but we're also
going to be | ooking at sone approaches. CQur
fishing industry and seafood industry has taken a
maj or hit not just commercially, but many of our
recreational industries, particular our charter
fisheries and we want to take an approach as
tailored to offset that inpact and regrow t hose
I ndustri es.

Pronoti on of seafood consunption is one
approach. W will continued to assess the
econom c inpact of comunities in the industry and
prioritize actions that support that. W'IIl work
closely with you and state fishery conm ssions to

conduct, you know, as best we can our nost tine
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sensitive and high inpact surveys, advance our
fish priority assessnents with the existing that
we have when can do surveys, and | ook at new
technol ogies in science to augnent those surveys.
And, again, those will always be at the top of ny
priority list and right now we're having to | ook
at ways to augnent those due to our inability to
execute themw th both our white ships and in nmany
cases, wth charter vessels, but I'l|l speak a
little bit nore on that in just a nonent because |
think there's an opportunity there.

Support for the seafood supply chain.
As we open back up, we can help stinulate the
supply chain by enphasi zi ng docksi de selling
prograns. Seafood facility inspections to ensure
that our product quality and safety and
marketability are maxim zed for work on the
I nternational front to strengthen the gl obal
conpetitiveness of the industry by inproving
access to foreign nmarkets, through trade policy
negoti ati ons, and resolving sone of these

technical barriers to inports and | think going
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back again to nention that the executive order and
the creation of the seafood trade taskforce, which
"' m anxious to see get up and running. We'l|
advocate for U S. seafood consunption pronoted to
t he public through various comruni cati on
canpaigns. W'Ill advocate for consuner purchases
of U S. seafood by pronoting tinely and fact ual
I nformati on on the safety and quality and econom c
| nportance of U.S. seafood and pronote the
adventurous nodels that |I nentioned earlier such
as support for fisherman and seafood deal ers
selling directly to the public and in
col l aboration wth the states.

| think we have to | ook harder at real
time cost effective case optim zing cost effective
catch data, continue our efforts in electronic
nmonitoring, use artificial intelligence wthout
the need to necessarily increase human observance.
This will provide nore tinely data with the added
benefit of opening an additional place for
fi sherman that may have previously been occupi ed

by an observer. M nor exanples, but collectively
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1 | nport ant.

2 | think |Ieveraging, and C sco tal ked a
3 little bit about this, advanced assessnent

4 t echnol ogi es, and other data collection that

5 cannot be nmet with our limted vessel capacity.

6 W will continue to support those advanced

7 technol ogy. Those unmanned aut ononous vehicl es,

8 cell drones, for exanple, genetic water sanpling.
9 Many of those are in their infancy, but hold a | ot
10 of prom se.

11 The last point I'd like to make is

12 opportunities. You know, |'ve said, since the

13 three years |'ve been here, |'ve urged ny

14 directors and Ci sco to | ook wherever they can at
15 opportunities for cooperative research for the

16 i ndustry. Part of that builds confidence where

17 certain issues maybe don't have confidence in our
18 nunmbers and our stock assessnents. W need to get
19 sone of those fisherman on our boats. W need to
20 get sone of our people on their fishing boats and
21 even though we weren't able to execute sonme recent
22 surveys through charter vessels in lieu of white
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ships that we wanted to, | think we need to really
rei nvigorate our collective efforts both the
agency and the council | ooking at these
cooperative research opportunities in where we can
use industry platforns to gather sone of the

i nformation that we're unable to gather right now
wi th our typical platforns.

So, | just want to put an underline on
that and | see there are sone of the things that
we can do to fill the gap. So, | don't want to
spend a whole |ot nore tine because | know we're
behind tinme. | know Paul is going to speak to
nore specifically the seafood executive order and
so, I'mgoing to pass it over to Paul to do that
and 1'lIl be on line listening in as well. If you
have any qui ck questions, otherwise |'mgoing to
turn it over to Paul.

MR. DOREMUS:. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
"' massum ng you all can hear ne.

MR, SCLIAI: W'Il just put a call in
for folks if they have any questions. Paul, would

you m nd taking over on the executive order? |Is
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1 Paul still with us?

2 MR. DOREMUS. (i naudi bl e) sone basic

3 overviews of that and we have (inaudible).

4 There's a conponent that we tal ked about quite a

5 bit to nake sure we're operating as efficiently as
6 possible on the wild capture front and that

7 conplinments our focus.

8 MR SOLIAI: W can't hear you.

9 MR. DOREMUS. Ckay. Com ng through

10 better?

11 MR, SCLIAI: Yes, nuch better, Paul,

12 t hank you.

13 MR. DOREMUS: It's just getting better
14 access to the signal. Thank you for your

15 patience. Yes, as | was saying, to go back to the
16 ki nd of core conponents of the executive order,

17 there's elenents on inproving wld catch out put.

18 There's a strong elenent on |UU, which conplinents
19 wor k that we've been doing for sone tine. It kind
20 of puts additional enphasis on coll aboration

21 across agencies. W have additional conplinentary
22 wor k around i nplenmenting the Maritine Safe Act
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that the EOlined up very nicely wwth. And then,
of course, there are sections in the executive
order to reduce barriers to aquaculture, inprove
regul atory efficiency generally. There's
direction to lay out aquaculture opportunity areas
and to use our relatively new siting tools to help
wor kK t owar ds defining aquacul ture opportunity
areas that have mniml use conflicts with other
users so we expect a high degree, a very
col | aborative process in sort of mapping out
potential areas for aquaculture that nmake sense
gi ven the aquacul ture requirenents, but also given
ot her user requirenents in those donains. That's
the sort of principle of focus to try to get to
areas where we can do the upfront siting and EIS
wor k and reduce barriers to permt seeking
activity by fol ks whether in coastal or in federal
wat ers who would |like to operate in any type of
seaf ood farm ng operation.

And lastly, and al so of great interest,
is the initiation of a nulti-agency seafood trade

taskforce that is designed to focus nore
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conprehensi vely than has been done to date on
trade related interests for the seafood sector as
a whole. It relates very heavily to export market
pronoti on, knocking back technical barriers to
trade, and dealing nore holistically with the
seafood industry's trade related internati onal
conpetitiveness needs at the highest |evel of
governnent. So, those are the major conponents of
the EOand I'lIl leave it at that.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Paul. W'Ill open it up for questions or comments.
Nort hern Pacifi c.

MR, TWEIT: Thank you. M. Dorenus, |
have a question. Actually, | have a couple
guestions about this. Specifically, on the |ist
of actions that the council is supposed to NVFS
relative to reducing the burdens on donestic

fisheries and increase production within

sustai nable fisheries, do we interpret that "and"
as both criteria need to be net or is it an "or"
so either criteria need to be net?

MR. RAUCH. This is Sam Rauch. | think
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we would interpret as an "or." W |eave it open
to any recomendations by the councils, |ooking at
the particular needs of the industry and, you
know, even if you go back to sone of the earlier
efforts by this admnistration, | would not think
that the councils are particular limted in the
things that they could recommend.

MR OLIVER This is Chris. | tend to
agree. | think we want to look at it as not
giving you the greatest flexibility you can the
way | look at it.

MR TWEIT: So, just to followup. W
are to interpret that request very broadly and
things like increased production doesn't
necessarily limt it to increase the nunber of
fish that are harvested. It mght be increase say
the value of the fishery or pronotion of different
products by processors and are we also limted on
just the types of actions that the council and
NVFS can take or do we think about pronotion
seafood in a broader fashion?

MR RAUCH: So, this is Sam | think if
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1 you have ideas that beyond your particul ar of

2 jurisdiction, we certainly would be willing to

3 hear fromthemand it |ikely would exceed our

4 ability to respond, but, you know, there is the

5 White House task force, | don't have it right here
6 in front of ne, that was going to look at all the
7 things that the council put forward because we

8 don't think governnent is actually going to do

9 themor have the ability to do them but if the

10 counci |l s have ideas about things we can do, we

11 wll listen to themand |ook at themeven if it is
12 not a Magnuson Act related activity.

13 And your first point, there are nany

14 t hi ngs the council has done that has not increased
15 t he production of the amount of fish harvested,

16 but increased the value of the such vendor rights
17 for fishing, it allows people to bring fish to

18 markets at their own choosing increases a |ot of

19 the val ue without increasing the harvest. So, |

20 think the councils are particularly well suited to
21 provide opinions if you think that those actions
22 are available in the present circunstance, we
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certainly are open to hear about it. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Gay. Thank you for the
guestion Northern Pacific. Pacific Council?

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks. Yeah, nmaybe
just one statenent, one question. So, what |
heard from Sam and Chris | would agree. | think a
| ot of what's in the executive order is kind of
what the council does. W do a lot of things to
get nore fish out of the water and provide nore
efficient harvesting nethods so the profitability
of the industry has increased. Mbre opportunity
for recreational fisherman. So, that's a |lot of
what we do anyway. Yeah, | think again one of our
bi g concerns is right now we are finding oursel ves
limted in our ability to do that just because of
the format of the neetings being webinars and as
you see, it's easy to get behind in a webinar
because we don't nove along as efficiently. And
so, | guess we need to respond with sone plans as
to what we're going to do and the tinelines for
i npl ementing sone of these actions that we're

reconmending. It's going to be nore difficult for
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us to do that given the situation that we're in
right now so | don't know if NMFS had any thoughts
about, you know, really it's kind of how the
council is going to inprove their efficiency

gi ven, you know, the challenges we're facing with
the COVID situation right nowin terns of just,
you know, doing the sorts of things that the
executive order calls for. | don't knowif that's
a question or statenent, but if you have any
response to it, 1'd be happy to hear it.

MR RAUCH. This is Sam | nean, |
think we have tried to work with you and gener al
council to nmake sure that you can do all the
busi ness that you need to do virtually. W can't
sol ve the | argest societal dynam cs that are going
on, but we can do the best we can. W recognize
that you can't do everything. Things are |limted.
| do take sone solace in the fact that what the
executive order is asking you to do is what you
normal |y do anyway. | nean, nuch of the council's
actions are | ooking at ways to i nprove the

efficiencies of the fisheries to while your
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mai ntai ning sustainability to get as nuch econom c
val ue out of fisheries as you can. And so,
there's just sone prioritization on that. What

t he President has asked you, what, two weeks ago
is not all that different than we asked you two
years ago or |ast year.

So, we are open. |If there are things we
can do to help you either in technology or from
sort of the legal howto vote kind of thing, I
think we're very open to try to fix issues that
may arise. W can't solve the broader problem
but I think we want to do what we can to nmaeke it
as easy as possible for the council to act if we
can.

MR. TRACY: That's all | have.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Chuck. Moving on to the Cari bbean council.

M guel .

MR. ROLON: |'ve been trying ny Chair if
he wants to say sonething, but we are okay.

MR SCLIAI: Gay. |If not, we'll nove
on to the &ulf Council.
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M5. SIMMONS: Yes. Thank you, M.
Chairman. Could you all shed any light on Section
7 regardi ng the aquacul ture opportunity areas. It
tal ks about consultation with Regi onal Managenent
Councils. Wuld that be based on permts that are
currently submtted to the Arny Core and EPA for
of f shore aquaculture activities? Do you have a
good i dea what the neans exactly and how t he
councils mght fit into that process?

MR. DOREMUS: If the question is around
the existing permts that are underway
particularly the Velella Epsilon project --

M5. SIMMONS: And Mana Farns as wel|.

MR. DOREMUS: And Mana as wel | .
Unfortunately, that's a little bit of a technical
matter. | guess you would say there isn't a
grandfather clause in the executive order as it's
witten, but we have consulted with the other
agencies, with Arny Corps, with EPA and we have
all understood that the intent of this order is
certainly to not have any applications sl ow down.

And so, the Velella Epsilon project is underway.
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| m not sure about the permt status of Mana. |
know that there is certainly intent there, but we
w || keep our existing relationship with the
current processes that are underway in terns of
the distribution of responsibilities for the
di fferent agencies involved. So, we'll stay on
that sanme path is essentially the bottomline
t here.

M5. SIMMONS: Ckay. Sorry. Can | have
a foll ow up?

MR. DOREMUS: O course.

M5. SIMVONS: So, this would be for a
new project, but | guess what |"'masking if this
i nvol ves the council we're tal king about areas for
siting and it includes a | ot of agencies, but also
i ncl udes and it says within one year we wl|
i dentify these geographic areas for siting these
facilities. Have you all had any thought about
how t hat process m ght work? Let's say you have
two current projects going on that are not in the
sited areas that this group cones up with. Do you

have sone insight on how we're going to nove
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forward wwth fulfilling this requirenent in two
years?

MR. DOREMUS: We're mapping that out now
in terns of what the conplicated process woul d
| ook Iike. There's no requirenent that any
current or new aquaculture permts be in those
opportunity areas. The expectation is that it
woul d certainly facilitate permtting in those
areas and nake it easier, nore accessible, |ower
cost, faster, but it is not by definition
restricted to those areas. So, we'll be trying to
figure out essentially where to start and how to
do this sequencing of regions over tinme. There
will be sone consultation. W're aware of the
| ndustry interest in sone areas and are trying to
base our decisions about where we start based on
where we are nost likely to see follow on
permtting actions relatively readily. So, that's
our first step is just |ooking at where the
interest is. W're mapping out what the process
woul d ook like in terns of general principles

that we would i ke to see with the consultation

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 121

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

process in any region and that get nore regionally
specific as we get a nore detail ed understandi ng
of what the progression of regions wll |ook |ike,
we'll be able to lay that in. So, we're just in
the early phases of mapping all that out. The EO
certainly gives us direction for this to be a
hi ghly col | aborative process. That's how we
operate intrinsically. So, we'll take that
forward and | ook forward to working with you and
others in fashioning a regi on-by-regi on approach
to the appropriate ways to think through and
under st and and bal ance of different views and
| nterests about where the opportunity zones could
be best | ocat ed.

M5. SIMVMONS: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. DOREMUS. Thank you, Carrie.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. Mving on to
the South Atl anti c.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, we don't have any
specific questions. W do recognize that, you
know, with the COVI D has been pointed out, as

Chuck kind of noted, it is a bit of a challenge
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1 after federal register is sent for our June

2 neeting so we'll be | ooking at probably one

3 neeting to actually be able to sit down and talk
4 about this to nake the deadline of early Novenber
5 so we'll just have to set tinme to figure out what
6 we can do with that. It will be a stretch, but we
7 have sone thoughts in mnd for getting through it.
8 MR, SCLIAl: Thank you, John.

9 M d-Atlantic questions.

10 MR. MOORE: | don't have any questi ons.
11 MR LU SI: Nothing for ne. Thank you,

12 M. Chair.

13 MR, SCLIAI: Mving on to New Engl and.
14 DR. QUINN:. Thank you, M. Chair. |

15 have one question and | think ny Vice Chair nmay
16 have a question as well. |In the executive order,
17 | think it says that we shoul d nake suggesti ons
18 for changes to orders, guidance, docunents, or

19 ot her simlar agency docunents in addition to

20 regul ations and the letter we got fromM. Qdiver
21 tal ks about what will happen with regul atory

22 suggestions that get put on the regul atory agenda
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what ever that is called. So, |I'mcurious how any
suggestions for changes in policies or guidance
are going to be handl ed by the agency, where that
list is going to be kept, and how we're going to
know how t hose are bei ng addressed.

MR. RAUCH. Yeah, this is Sam Policies
and gui dance or not on the sane |evel of massive
significance or of binding natures regul ations.

W do keep a Policy Directive System which |
think is later on the agenda. |[|f the councils
have a particular request to deal with it, we
certainly will followup with that council and | et
you know how we respond to your request if it is
our policy or guidance that you are referring to.
If it is soneone else's, we wll try to reach out
to the other agencies. | can't make a conm t nent
about ot her agency policies, but if it is ours, we
wi Il make sure we respond directly to the councils
and | et you know what the fate of your
recommendation is.

MR. SCLIAI: Anything else from New

Engl and?
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MR REID: M. Chairman, if | mght.
This is Eric Reid the Vice Chairman of New
Engl and.

MR, SCLIAlI: Go ahead, FEric.

MR. REID: Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
going to take M. diver's and cast as w de a net
as | can although I have to say it's hard enough
for a New Engl ander to pronounce Papahananokuakea,
so I"'mgoing to defer to the Western Pacific for
that, but I'd like to tal k about nonunents for a
nmonent if | mght. 1In the Atlantic, regarding
procl amati on 9496, dated Septenber 16, 2016, | can
say the council on the authority of MSA should be
Wi t hout question allowed to dictate nmanagenent
measures of fisheries in the nonunent areas. The
proclamation to create the Atlantic nonunent
require that the secretaries in interior and
conmerce prepare a joint managenent plan for the
nonunent within three years of the date of the
proclamati on. That deadline was ei ght nonths ago
and there's no nmanagenent plan in sight. However,

I f the managenent of the Atlantic nonunent and the
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fisheries and habit there in should be returned to
the authority of NMSA, our deep sea coral anendnent
once finalized by NMFS woul d instantly be capabl e
of that task. O course, that effort included
years of devel opnent and public stakehol der i nput
and in fact, only 10-11 percent of the area in the
nmonunment woul d be available to commercial bottom
tendi ng years. W have a 600 neter nmaxi mum depth
for that kind of gear and the Md-Atlantic has
gear restricted areas for tile fishing in there as
well. The bal ance of that would be off Iimts and
comerci al pelagic fishing, which has not
interaction with corals, should be allowed or
maybe better put, never have been excl uded.

The nonunents represent the cost of | ost
opportunity to the U S. fleet and the
I nfrastructure and markets that support them The
MSA is the premer act of Congress for managenent
of the fisheries of the United States and should
be allowed to do so, not an act of Congress from
1906. Hopefully, this body will endorse that

position and our request for support. And | just
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1 want to make a note that this executive order is a
2 topic for our June council neeting, which is

3 com ng up and hopefully, we wll reiterate this

4 position and our points in the 27 page comment

5 | etter we dated June 2017 to Secretary Zi nke and

6 Ross and that's nmy position and I'd like to hear

7 what the CCC has to say about it and hopefully,

8 you nmay be willing to wite a letter of support

9 for that action. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

10 MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Eric. Any other
11 coments and then we'll nove on to the Wstern

12 Pacific.

13 M5. SIMONDS: Thank you, M. Chairnman

14 and thank you, Eric. Yay team So, | don't have
15 to repeat all these things that Eric said because
16 everything he said is true. So, as you all can

17 | magi ne, you know, we here in the Western Pacific,
18 we're fishing in our US EEZ s our nostly

19 prohi bi ted because of the marine nonunent so we

20 appreci ate very nuch this executive order and

21 obvi ously, we'll be including the nonunents as

22 wel |l as other closed areas that are fisherman have
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1 to abide by right now that do not have

2 conservation as part of the managenent or, you

3 know, the wonderful | npact.

4 So, as you see, we've included a letter
5 that we did wite to the President. Last year the
6 council wanted to wite to the President several

7 ti mes because we had heard in Novenber that a

8 nonunment docunent was on the President's desk, but

9 obviously, it didn't happen and so, this EOis

10 very welconed by us. And in terns of what we're
11 going to be including in the council's

12 reconmendations, which |like you fol ks we are going
13 to be discussing this in June and we have a whol e
14 | ist that includes not just the nonunent cl osures,
15 but ot her closures including, you know, southern
16 exclusion zones that is related to the Marine

17 Mammal Protection Act. So, we're going to have

18 recommendati ons on current directives having to do
19 Wi th protected species and the recusal policy and
20 t hose kinds of things. So, you'll see our letter.
21 So, thank you very nuch and hi, N ck.

22 MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
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Kitty. And | want to thank Eric also for touching
on that proclamation in order for the June 2016
CCC neeting the council at that neeting did send
out a letter to President Cbhanma expressing our
concerns on these nonunents so we'll thankful for
t he executive order and we're |l ooking forward to
it. | think we're the first ones to issue a
statenment to the council so we |look forward to
them maki ng a decision. Al right we're getting
to the end. Wiy don't we take a five-mnute
recess?

MR OLIVER Hey, this is Chris. Before
you take a break, can | nake a quick coment?

MR. SCLIAlI: Sure, go ahead.

MR. OLIVER. Yeah. Before you |eave the
EO and the issue of priorities, it just nmade ne
t hi nk, you know, this is a general comment. |
think our top priority right nowis to trying to
make sure that the wheels don't fall off and if
they do fall off, we need to figure out how to put
t hem back on. But beyond that, | think we have a

great opportunity to not just recover fromthis,
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but greatly expand the vigor and val ue of ot her
commercial and recreational fisheries and this
executive order has three main pillars that help
us do that through aquacul ture production, through
streanmining the regulatory process for our
comercial fisheries and recreational fisheries
and our international seafood trade issues. And
it's not just tonorrow or the next nonth or the
rest of this year, if we can carry these tools and
princi ples and phil osophies forward, | think we
really do have an opportunity to conme out better
on this. So, let's try to end that on a positive
note. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you, Chris. | think
we all agree with you. |In sone regions, we don't
have any spare wheels so if one falls off we are
going to have to repair it and try to put it back
on. On that note, thank you and we'll take a
five-mnute break. It is about 4:27. W'II|l cone
back at 4: 33.

(Recess)

MR SCLIAlI: Back on the record. Sam
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1 are you ready?

2 MR. RAUCH. Yes, thank you, M. Chair,

3 and Nicholas, | noticed that the Marian Macpherson
4 and Katie Renshaw are in the attendees, if there's
5 a question on this. 1'll give their presentation,
6 but they are experts, and, so, if you have a

7 guestion, you can unnute those two, so we can

8 respond to questions accurately, but, M.

9 Chai rman, | have a brief NEPA update. W've

10 al ready tal ked to the council, each individually,
11 with the CCC, about the rul emaking that's being
12 proposed earlier this year. Obviously, NEPA had

13 t he back (inaudible). This is why the councils

14 uni versally have integrated procedures, where they
15 put out conbi ned docunents and use NEPA as a nmj or
16 tool in our decision-nmaking tool box.

17 A | ot of our spectruns are built around
18 conplying with NEPA. It isn't even a provisioned
19 anendnent that tal ks about streamining two

20 sections together, but there are sone aspects of
21 the proposed rule that would apply to the Council.
22 The comment period on that proposed rule, though,
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did close on March 10th of this year, and to date
the regulation, in fact, does show that CEQ

recei ved over one mllion public comments on the
rule. They -- CEQis currently reviewng all of
those comments, and drafting revisions to the
proposed rule that indicated their desire to get a
final rule out by the end of this cal endar year,
but they've not yet submtted a final rule to OVB
for review. So, we don't have a final rule, yet,
to | ook at, through the inner agency process, and
nor do -- can | predict when CEQ may rel ease one,
publicly.

So, that is the very brief update, as |
said, | have two experts on there that gave
presentations to the councils before, if there's
specific questions about this or the process, from
here on out. So, M. Chairman, we'll be happy to
entertain coments or questions.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Sam All right,
we'll open the floor for questions and/or comments
under the NEPA, and we will start with the North

Paci fi c.
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MR. W THERELL: Thank you, M.
Chairman. |Is what -- what is the Agency's
reaction relative to our interest in the
functional equivalency? |Is that sonething that
NOAA Fi sheries also believes, with the assisted
council, in addressing the concerns?

MR. RAUCH. Yeah, so, this is Sam | do

believe the functional equivalency. There are --

so, first all, it was a -- it's a proposal. So,
it remains to see what's in the final rule. |If
the proposal is finalized, | do believe there is a

-- there are argunents that the Magnuson Act
process woul d neet the kind of process envisioned
for that, and that we would work with councils to
try to explore that, but it's alittle prenmature,
given that that was a proposal, and we have yet to
see what is in the final rule.

MR. OLIVER  Yeah, David, this is Chris,
and | was going to recuse nyself on any NEPA
di scussions, but, well, | guess we'll see how this
turns out, but, you know, |'ve been interested in

that particular topic for a long, long tine.
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M5. SIMONDS: 30 years.

MR. RAUCH. Well, any support you can
give us for -- we'll get that through, and if this
rule gets reviewed by your Agency, you have an
opportunity to comrent, we'd appreciate you.

Wel |, thank you.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. Mbve forward to
Paci fic Council.

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks. Well, | think
| probably got the answer to ny question, right
there, but we are also very interested in this
| ssue, have been, on record, supporting sonething
| i ke this. Functional equivalency, there was, in
the proposed rule, there was a note that the
agenci es woul d be responsi ble for devel opi ng
gui delines to establish functional equival ency.
That doesn't sound |ike that's going to occur,
until after the rule is final.

So, that was kind of ny question, but,
again, | think, just to echo Dave's comments, you
know, to the extent that we can help in that

process, for during or after publication of the
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1 rule, we are very interested in seeing this nove

2 f or war d.

3 MR. RAUCH:. Yeah, just to confirm we

4 woul d not be doing any guidelines, until after the
5 rule is final, and we can understand what the

6 actual requirenents turn out to be, if any.

7 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. Al right,

8 let's nove on to the Cari bbean.

9 MR. RCLON: Can you hear ne? That's

10 okay it was covered by David's question. So, he
11 answer ed.

12 MR. SCLIAI: Mguel, you don't have any
13 guestions?

14 MR. RCLON: No, the sane question that
15 David was tal king about, so it was well covered.

16 MR SCLIAI: On Ckay, all right, thank

17 you. @il f Council?

18 M5. SIMMONS: | don't have any

19 guestions. Thank you.

20 MR, SCLIAI: Thank you, Carrie. South
21 Atl antic?

22 MR. CARM CHAEL: Not hing further, thank
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you.

3

SOLI Al ; Md-Atlantic?

3

MOORE: No questions. Thank you,
M. Chair.

MR. SCLI Al: New Engl and?

MR NES. In what is probably a
surprise, no questions.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Tom Al right,
West Pac?

M5. SIMONDS: | know the questions,
which is to say that we been behind Chris for over
20 years on this NEPA issue. So, hopefully it's
goi ng to be resol ved.

MR, SCLIAI: ay, so, I'll keep ny
fingers crossed. M. CGourley?

MR. GOURLEY: Yes, Sam do you -- after
the final rule is published, do you envision, or
do you have an idea of whether NMFS is going to
hop right on inplenenting the proposed rules, or
do you -- is -- will there be a tineline, where it
wi Il have to be inplenented, or do you envision it

possi bly dragging out for a long tinme? Wat's
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your opi nion?

MR. RAUCH. Yes, thank you. Just bear
in mnd that there are a nunber of things in the
proposed rule that are different then the
functional equival ency, and a | ot of those things
woul d apply inmredi ately, or under whatever
effective date CEQ puts them and, so, | certainly
t hi nk that NEPA processes, going forward, fromthe
effective date, you would have to conply with the
new requi renents, whatever they are.

There are things in the proposed rule
with simlar effects, but other kinds of things
that we wll have to deal with, but to the extent
that there is an option for apply for or
determ ning that the Magnusson Act process is a
functional equivalent, we wll have to see what
the final version is of that. | inmagine we wll
wor k as expeditiously as possible to prove
what ever CEQ process is laid out to do that,
whet her that is a process that we're in control
of, or whether we have to go to CEQ This is

sonething that we're going to work expeditiously
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for, if this remains in the final rule, but I ju
want to be clear, there are other aspects of the
rule, to be finalized, that are likely going to
-- take effect imediately, and we will have to
start applying those to any new NEPA docunent th
foll ows on.

MR. GOURLEY: Basically, we are just
kind of have to wait to see what's in the final
rul e.

MR. RAUCH: There was a mllion comren
on the final rule. So, it was conceivable to th
equation, that there could be significant change
but | won't know until -- until we see it.

MR, GOURLEY: Thank you, Sam

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you, and
so, noving on. The next itemon our agenda is t
of fshore wind issue. Sanis suspended. Candace?

MR. RAUCH. We're going to have Candac
respond to that.

M5. NACHVAN. H, thank you, and,

Ni chol as, could you please nake ne a presenter,

| can share nmy screen?

st

be

at

ts
e

S,

he

e

SO
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Hi, good afternoon everyone, and good
norning to those of you outside of the East Coast.
For those of you who don't know ne, or haven't
worked with nme before, | work in the NOAA
Fi sheries Ofice of Policy, and cover offshore
wi nd as one of ny primary topics, and, today, |'m
going to tag teamthis presentation with M ke
Pent ony and John Hare, as well.

| just want to nmake sure, are you al
able to see the presentation? Yes?

MR, SCLIAl: Yes, thank you.

M5. NACHMAN. Ckay, wonderful, thank
you. NOAA is involved in Ofshore Wnd
Devel opnent, both froma statutory regul atory
standpoint, and also froma science and research
standpoint. NOAA Fisheries is the primary part of
NOAA i nvol ved in of fshore w nd devel opnent
proj ects.

We support the administration's efforts
to advance of fshore renewabl e energy, through our
participation in offshore wi nd devel opnent

regul atory and statutory processes, such as the
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Mari ne Manmmal Protection Act, Endangered Species
Act, Magnuson Stevens Act, Fish and Wldlife

Coordi nati on Act, Coastal Zone Managenent Act, and

NEPA.

W realize this is a newindustry to
US waters, and we still do not fully understand
how t hese offshore wind farms will inpact fishing

operations, protected species, essential fish
habitat, and our ability to conplete surveys and
assessnments. We are working cooperatively with
t he Bureau of COcean Energy Managenent, BOEM the
Federal Agency with statutory responsibility, to
devel op the outer continental shelf, or CCS, to
eval uate those inpacts through our statutory and
regul atory processes, as well as wth Federal and
State Agencies, the fishing and wi nd industries,
and others to conduct collaborative regional
science in an effort to support the coexistence of
sust ai nabl e fisheries and offshore wind farns.
Currently, BOEM has issued 16 offshore
wi nd | eases, covering nore than 1.7 mllion acres,

all of which are | ocated between Massachusetts and
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1 North Carolina. At this tinme, there are no active
2 | eases in any other OCS waters. Wile efforts to
3 develop U. S. offshore wind are furthest along in

4 the Northeast and Md-Atlantic Region, BOEMIi s

5 beginning to ranp up efforts in other regions.

6 BOEM is noving forward with wi nd energy
7 pl anning efforts on the OCS, in several regions,

8 i ncl udi ng the New York Bi ght Area, which

9 represents an area of shallow waters, between Long
10 | sland, to the north and east, and the New Jersey
11 coast, to the south and west, also, in Central and

12 Northern California, specifically in the Hunbol dt
13 Bay, Morro Bay, and the Di ablo Canyon Areas, in an
14 area designated as Carolina Long Bay, which

15 represents | ease areas, potentially |ocated off

16 Georgetown in Horry County, South Carolina, and to
17 adj acent Brunsw ck County, North Carolina, and

18 al so the &Gul f of Mi ne.

19 Additionally, BCEMreinitiated

20 di scussi ons of the Oregon Renewabl e Energy

21 | nt er- Governnental Task Force, |ast year. To
22 address the anpbunt and pace of projects in Md-
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Atlantic and New Engl and waters, we established a
Regi onal W nd team conprised of experts in
fisheries policy, habitat, protected species,
scientific assessnent and survey operations, and
soci al science analysis to help us review
projects, evaluate potential inpacts to our trust
resources, and contribute necessary expertise into
t he process.

These staff are working tirelessly to
prepare for the evaluation of the nunerous planned
and proposed projects, throughout the greater
Atlantic Region. Additionally, we are beginning
conversations wth staff on the Wst Coast, to
determi ne how we can best prepare, as BCEM begi ns
the process of evaluating wind energy areas in
that region. It is inportant to include fisheries
information in the analysis of any type of ocean
use, such as offshore wi nd or aquaculture.

However, as noted by Paul, in his remarks earlier
this afternoon, or this norning, regarding the new
Seaf ood Executive Order, aquaculture siting would

go through a different process than the one for
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of f shore w nd.

NOAA had devel oped several tools to
assi st in those aquaculture siting decisions.
Next, you'll hear from M ke Pentony, our Regi nal
Adm nistrator for the Geater Atlantic, and he
Wi Il discuss the fisheries information we shared
with BOEM to assist themin their analysis of the
Vi neyard Wnd Project. This project would be
| ocat ed approximately 14 mles offshore
Massachusetts. After M ke, Jon Hare, the Director
of Qur Northeast Fisheries Science Center, wll
di scuss the potential inpacts to our fisheries and
prot ected species surveys, fromthe existence of
of fshore wi nd farnmns.

| would now like to turn the mc over to
M ke.

VR, PENTONY: All right, thank you,
Candace. Good afternoon everybody, or norning, if
it's still norning where you are.

So, as Candace said, I'm M ke Pentony,
the Regional Adm nistrator for Geater Atlantic

Regi onal O fice, and as you saw in the previous
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map, and as you can see in these two maps, which
show of our region fromthe Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, in the left, to, and then on the
right, the map is kind of zoom ng in on Long
| sl and, New York, down through the Quter Banks of
North Carolina, and you can see each little
colored area is a different wind | ease area.

Now, I'll point out, just kind of focus
for the initial couple slides, on the one on the
| eft, there, right in the mddle, it's kind of a
browni sh col or, |abeled Vineyard Wnd, it runs
northeast to southwest. That's the one that our
t eam has been working on, primarily, over the |ast
couple of years. It's really the precedent
setting project, that BCEM has been working on
wi th us, and other agencies, but as you can see,
there are a nunber of other projects that are in
the pipeline, of both off the coast of
Massachusetts there, along with Vineyard Wnd, all
the way down the coast to North Carolina, and as
you can see, off the coast of New Jersey, and Long

| sl and, New York, there are nunber of projects, as
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1 wel | .

2 So, just kind of keep those in mnd, as
3 | nove through the slides. Wat |'mgoing to do
4 is kind of walk you through different sources of
5 data, that we've used to assess and understand --
6 try to understand the potential inpacts that these
7 wi nd projects m ght have on our fishing industry
8 and fishery resources. So, if you can go to the
9 slide, please. |'mnot seeing an advanced

10 cabinet. Are you advancing? There we go, thank
11 you.

12 So, you know, one obvi ous source of

13 i nformati on are our vessel trip reports. Al of
14 our commercial fisheries and sone of our for hire
15 fisheries are required to submt a vessel trip

16 report, for every fishing trip that they take, and
17 in this area, which is highlighted, and shows t hat

18 Vineyard Wnd Area, in red, off -- this is off the

19 coast of -- Southern Coast of Mssachusetts and
20 Rhode |sland. Every green dot on that map is a
21 single fishing trip, and it's the |ocation

22 reported on their vessel trip report.
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Now, there's two things to understand
about that. One, each fishing trip is only
required to submt a single |ocation, usually a
| at -1 ong, that enconpasses, in broad terns, the
area which they fish. Now, it doesn't really
reflect all the fishing activity that occurred on
that trip. It's sinply a point reference, for
each trip. So, it nmasks a lot of information
about those fishing trips.

You can al so see we have sone
reliability challenges, as there are quite a few
green dots that show up on land. So, Vessel Trip
Report data, alone, are not necessarily the best
source of information for understanding the
| npacts of these wind project, but there are sone
things that we can do with the Vessel Trip Report
Data. So, next slide, please.

In this case, this is an exanple of sone
data anal ysis we' ve done, where we've taken the
Vessel Trip Report Raw Data, and generated sone
heat maps, and broken it out by either gear type

or vessel size, totry to see -- look for patterns
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of fishing activity, and, so, now, here, in these
two maps, on the left side, it's -- is dredge
gear, off the coast off the Md-Atlantic, and on
the right side it's a bottomtroll of vessels

| arger then 65 feet, of fishing activity in the
sane area, and you can see with the heat maps, you
can di stingui sh sone high hotspots for the
different gear types, and how t hose hotspots nay
or may not overlap with the proposed w nd areas
that are there shaded in those areas, with the
boxes.

So, that's one opportunity for us to
anal yze and use those vessel trip report data.
Next slide please. But another really inportant
source of information about fishing activity is
our Vessel Monitoring SystemData. So, this is
just a raw data dunp of all the VMS Data that we
have, and plotting it out, and you can see,
because the vessel nonitoring systemdata are
show ng vessel tracks, it's a nuch -- there's nuch
nore data than sinply a single dot per fishing

trip, but, again, it's hard to understand what
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m ght be happening in any given area wthin here.
So, we have to |look at the VMs Data, and think
about what we can do with it, to better understand
and draw sone conclusions. To the next slide
pl ease.

This, actually, is just a map to show --
ki nd of show sone conpari sons between the VM5 Dat a
and the VIR Data. If you look on the right, this
Is, again, it's the heat map of vessel activity,
usi ng dredges, in the Md-Atlantic, and you can
conpare that to VMs Data for scallop fishery.
Now, the dredge data enconpasses both scall op
fishing and clamfishing. The scallop data is
just scallop fishery, but you'll see that there
are sone hotspots using VMS Data, that are
conpletely mssed in the VIR Data. They are right
off the coast of New Jersey, and then down south a
little bit. So, we really kind of focused in on
how we can nmake best use of the VM5 Data, to
understand the potential inpacts of wnd on our
fishing activity. The next slide, please.

One of the really nice things that we
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can do with VM5 Data is we can -- we can filter
the data, based on speed. So, if we know how, you
know, if we see a ping in the VM5 Data, and an
hour | ater there's another ping, we can obviously
cal cul ate the speed the vessel had to have been
goi ng, on average, between those two spots, and we
generally interpret the speeds above four knots as
transit, and speed of four knots or below as
fishing activity. So, this shows you sone of the
transit maps, that we were able to generate, based
on using the speed filter.

And transiting is really inportant, as
we | earned, as we went through the Vineyard W nd
Proj ect, because of the orientation and the design
of the project, how far apart the turbines are
pl aced, the orientation of the turbines, whether
there are, in fact, transit allies, if you wll,
in and anong the turbine display. It can have a
significant effect on the vessel transit, to get
out to the fishing grounds, and be able to return
safely hone.

Next map. Thanks. So, this is an
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exanpl e of how we can, again, take the data, the

VMS Data, break it out by species, fishery, and

t hen show both the transiting that occurs, as

wel |

as the fishing activity, and, so, by filtering the

fishing activity, as | nentioned, based on speed,

and coloring that, and generating a heat nmap,
can then show that on top of the transit, to
under stand both the fishing activity i npacts,

well as the transiting inpacts on the various

we

as

fisheries. So, on the left side, you' re seeing

sone of our ground fish fisheries, and on the

right side, you' re seeing our squid fishery. Next
map.

Anot her interesting thing that we are
able to do with the VM5 Data is -- if you | ook at

the dot plot on the left, it's showng all vessel

activity and the orientation, the direction of the

vessel novenent, and it |l ooks |ike, fromthat

map

al one, that all of the vessel traffic is noving

ki nd of northwest to southeast, but when you
di stingui sh vessel transiting, fromvessel

fishing, which are the two maps on the right,

or
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the two plots on the right, you can see a very
different pattern. Cdearly, the transiting is
occurring predomnantly on northwest to southeast,
but the fishing activity, as you can see, IS
actual Il y happeni ng nuch -- over a nuch broader
area. |In fact, nost of the fishing activity, if
you were to draw a concl usion, you could say, is
directly due east-west, based on that's where the
hi ghest peaks are.

So, understanding both direction of
travel, both for fishing activity and transiting,
Is an inportant feature to understandi ng the
| npacts of potential w nd project and design
paraneters on that project, on fishing activity.
The next slide, please.

Lastly, we can marry our VMS Data with
our Soci oeconom c Data, to get a clearer picture
of the inpacts, the econom c inpacts of fishing
activity in an area, and, so, this is just a --
one exanple in the Vineyard Wnd Area, and | ooking
at the revenue fromthe nost highly inpacted or

af fected Fi shery Managenent Pl ans, and the big bar
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in the mddle is 2016. So, this is both show ng
whi ch fisheries were nost significantly inpacted,
but al so the tenporal conponents, and the
variability, interannual variability.

So, what you see is that, for the
Mackerel Squid and Butterfish Fishery, which is
the darkest red there, that is the biggest revenue
driver, they had a really big year in 2016, but it
was | ess so, in that specific area, in the years,
both, the two years prior, and the two years
after, and, so, understanding those inpacts and
the variability of the inpacts, is inportant to
get areally good -- a clear sense, and a clear
picture of the inpacts or the potential inpacts of
the wind area, on our fisheries. And, then, the
| ast sl i de.

So, while this is all really good, and
it's been really useful to dig into these data
sets, to try to draw sone concl usi ons and provide
sone information for BOEMto consider, in their
anal ysis. There are sone really inportant

caveats, at |least on the East Coast. W don't
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have VM5 on all of our fisheries. So, while we
can do sone really interesting anal yses and data
products, based on the VM5 Data, it's [imted to
what fisheries actually have VM5, and even those
fisheries that do have VMS, in sone cases, the
tine series is somewhat limted, and, so, we may
not be able to get a really good tine series, or a
cl ear picture over tinme, of how inportant those
areas may be, and, while VM5 Data is definitely
nore precise then vessel trip report data, even
one- hour ping rates, which is what we have for
nost of our fisheries, nean that nmuch data is
still lost, in terns of what happens on those
fishing trips, in between those hour pings.

And, then, the last thing, where we are
doi ng sone marrying of econom c data to our VNS
Dat a, and our Vessel Trip Report Data, the
econom ¢ data are not reported on a haul by haul
basis. So, we do have to nake sone inferences
about the inpact of a trip, overall, while
recogni zing that, within a trip, there can be sone

really inportant differences and distinctions
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between the first haul and the | ast haul, where
those hauls may be, and the econom c inportance to
the vessel of those, of those differences.

So, with that, M. Chairman, I'll |ead
it off, and I'Il turn it over to John Hare, for
the tal k about our survey inpacts.

MR. HARE: G eat, thank you very nuch,

M ke and Candace. Can you go to the next slide,
Candace, and | think I'lIl just keep it on this one
slide, and just try to nove through this quickly,
because | appreciate that we're running | ate.

So, when we think about these
| ar ge-scal e construction projects, you know, it's
sort of ecological, and ecosystemrebel questions
come to mnd, first.

How wi I | construction noise affect
mari ne manmal s? How will w nd turbines effect
habi tat and effect fish abundance? How will
changes in down stream current effect productivity
and feeding? And these are the questions that
generate the nost interest, but when we | ook at

the sort of scale of offshore wi nd devel opnent, in
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the northeast, at the Science Center at the

Regi onal O fice, and the New England Council, and
the Md-Atlantic Council, The Atlantic States

Mari ne Fi sheries Conm ssion, we've been asking
oursel ves, howw Il this devel opnent effect our
scientific surveys, and the nmanagenent and science
products that are generated fromthese surveys,
and, so, in the northeast, you know, we've started
| ooki ng at this question in nmuch nore detail. W
really sort of started in April of 2019. There
was a neeting at New Engl and Fi sheries Managenent
Council, which sort of went through all the

| ssues, and we cane to the realization that a
nunber of our surveys are going to be inpacted by
of fshore wi nd devel opnent, and these incl ude our
spring and autumm bottomtroll survey, our sea
scal |l op survey, our Atlantic surf clam and ocean
guahog surveys, our ecosystem nonitoring surveys,
our North-Atlantic right whale aerial surveys, our
ot her marine mammal, and sea turtle ship-based and
aerial surveys. So, the -- we have a nunber of

surveys that are going to be inpacted, are |arge.
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If floating technology starts to develop in the
Qul f of Maine, which is, you know, the sort of the
start of the process, with their first taskforce
meeting, our Gulf of M ne Longline Survey, and
our Northern Trip Survey, will also |ikely be

| npact ed.

But we |look at this long list of
surveys, it accounts for about 300 -- nore than
300 years' worth of survey effort, and these
surveys are supported by dedi cated NOAA ship and
aircraft resources, and a nunber of highly trained
staff, and represents sone of the nost
conprehensi ve data, on Marine ecosystens in the
worl d, and these data are used in a nunber of
fisheries, stock assessnent, and protected species
stock assessnent.

So, we are realizing that the inpact on
our ability to do our science could be quite
| arge. You know, you think about the issue, npst
of our current survey nethods could not be done in
a Wi nd energy devel opnent, so, our current survey

nmet hods are going to be excluded. W also -- you
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know, there's a |lot of reason to believe that

ani mal distribution and abundance will be quite
different in wind energy areas. So, we are going
to need to sanple both inside wnd energy

devel opnents, sanple outside w nd energy

devel opnents, and figure out sone way to calibrate
t hose survey dat a.

|f we don't address this, the | oss of
survey information required for fisheries and
prot ected species managers would likely lead to
greater uncertainty in our assessnents, which
coul d have adverse inpact on fishery participants
and communities, as well as inpacts on our ability
to recover and conserve protected species.

So, at the Northeast Science Center,
working with the Regional Ofice, and the two
councils, and the comm ssion, we're thinking about
working to mtigate these inpacts on our surveys,
sort of in four parts. One is to evaluate the
effects on our surveys and the changes in our
survey design, on how this would inpact our -- the

managenent advice that we provide. W're also
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1 | ooki ng at using existing data sets, to devel op

2 addi tional survey indices to forma bridge between
3 this pre-construction and post-construction

4 peri od.

5 We're | ooking at eval uating and

6 devel opi ng new survey technol ogi es that we can use
7 within wind energy areas, and then, also, the need
8 to calibrate these new nethods with our current

9 met hod, which could be used outside of wind energy
10 areas, and then we fully realize that we need to
11 wor k col | aboratively, in a coordinated fashion,

12 because there are a | ot of surveys in the region,

13 NOAA Fi sheries, Northeast Fishery Science Center

14 does sone, a nunber of states are performng

15 surveys, and then each w nd energy devel opnent

16 area will have its own nonitoring plan, and, so,
17 If we are able to work collaboratively, in a

18 coordi nating manner, we wll be able to, sort of,
19 bring all of these data to bear and assessnent

20 | ssues, as a opposed to having 18 different w nd
21 ener gy devel opnent areas, nonitoring their own,
22 sort of, using their own technics, devel oping
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1 their own data standards, and not being to, sort

2 of, expand that up to a regional |evel.

3 So, we are currently working with the

4 Bureau of O fshore Energy Managenent, to have a

5 conversation about these inpacts on our surveys,

6 and how we're going to mtigate them It -- we --
7 you know, it appears that we are going to get sone
8 limted funding fromBOEM this fiscal year, to

9 begin to address these survey inpacts, and we're
10 in the process of finalizing an inter-agency

11 agreenent with them and, so, there are, you know,
12 substantial inpacts, on our ability to do our

13 science, as a result of these w nd energy

14 devel opnents, and these are not the inpacts on the
15 species that we are providing advice for. These
16 are inpacts on our ability to provide that advice.
17 So, I''lIl turn it back over to Candace. Thank you.
18 M5. NACHMAN:.  Thank you, M ke and Jon.

19 | would just |like to end our remarks by noting the
20 10 year nenorandum of understanding, that we

21 signed in the spring of 2019, with BOEM and RODA,

22 t he Responsi ble O fshore Devel opnent Alliance,
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that brings local and regional fishing interests

together, with Federal Regulators to collaborate

on the fish -- on the science and process of

of fshore wi nd energy devel opnent, on the Atlantic
OCS. This MU wi Il help us achieve our strategic

nati onal goal of maxim zing fishing opportunities

whi | e supporting responsi bl e resource devel opnent.

Al though this MU initially focuses on
the Atlantic, the MOU does not preclude broader
| npl enmentation, and there is the opportunity to
expand application to other OCS regions, as
of fshore wi nd devel opnent progresses in those
areas. Wiile there are still gaps in our
knowl edge about how the installation of w nd
turbi nes may i npact our fisheries, protected
species, and their habitats, we support the
establ i shnent of a Regional Scientific Research
and nonitoring franmework, to better understand
cunul ati ve inpacts, and potential future
I nteractions with fisheries, protected species,
and of fshore w nd.

The responsi ble O fshore Science

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 160

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Al l'iance, or ROCSA, which |[aunched in spring 2019,
Is an inportant step in helping us realize this
goal of a Regional Scientific and Monitoring
Framewor k.

| know many of you are concerned about
t he pace and potential scale of offshore w nd
devel opnent, but | want to assure you that NOAA
Fisheries will continue to provide expertise and
advice to BOEM to avoid areas of inportant
fishing activity and sensitive habitats, and to
help mnimze inpacts to fisheries, protected
species, and their habitats, and, with that, we'l]l
say thank you, M. Chair, and have you open it up
to questions.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.
We'll open it up for questions, right now, and
we'll start with North Pacific.

MR. WTHERELL: No questi ons.

MR. SCLIAI: No questions from North
Pacific? Mve on to the Pacific Council?

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks, | got a couple

gquestions and coments here. Maybe I'Il kind of
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1 start at the end, and | had heard you say,
2 Candace, that NMFS woul d make sure and | ook out
3 for, you know, it backs to the resources. | guess
4 "' mjust wondering, you know, | think the councils
5 woul d |ike to have sone input on that, as well.
6 So, you know, | guess what are the plans for
7 i ncl udi ng the council on sone of the decisions
8 about -- or discussions about inpacts on fishery
9 resour ces?
10 M5. NACHVAN: Al right, yeah, | can
11 start the answer, and if others want to junp in.
12 Thank you for the question. So, BOEM has set up
13 I nter-governnental task forces. They have 15
14 est abl i shed around the Nation, including on the
15 Pacific Coast for California, and for O egon, and,
16 so, that is one way for stakeholders to get
17 I nvol ved in the process.
18 | also know that BOEMw || cone to
19 council neetings, in both New Engl and and the
20 Md-Atlantic. They have presented nmany tines,
21 over the |last couple of years, to allow for
22 di scussion with themon the topics, and | know
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that we also interact in them Jon or Mke, |
don't know if you want to expand, about how t hi ngs
have gone with the Md-Atlantic or New Engl and?
MR. HARE: Yeah, yeah, |I'll just expand
alittle bit. You know, we have a w nd energy
team Science Center and Regional Ofice, and we
i nclude -- there's council staff, in New Engl and
and Md-Atlantic that are on that teamas well,
and, so, it's very close coordination between NOAA
Fi sheries and the Council Staff in the region.
The M d-Atlantic Council hosts the wi nd energy
site webpage for the region. So, this is close
coordi nation between Fisheries and the Council. |
don't know if Tomand -- Tomor Chris More -- Tom
Nies or Chris More want to comment on sort of how
we interact.
MR, TRACY: Well, maybe I'Il just --
|' ve got a couple of other questions, nmaybe |'I|
nove t hrough those, and then Tom and Chris can
speak to it, when they -- when their turn cones
around. | did hear the word mtigation used in

terms of mtigating the inpacts on the surveys.
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"' mjust curious what the situation is for
mtigating habitat effects, or loss to fisheries.
You know, |I'mright here on the Wst Coast, and,
of course, mtigation fromenergy devel opnent, in
the terns of hydropower devel opnent, is a big

| ssue, and a sensitive issue. |'mjust wondering
what's being done, in terns of mtigation by wnd
energy conpani es, for offshore devel opnent?

MR SCLIAI: Mke, do you want to -- you
want to try to answer that?

MR. PENTONY: Well, | can try. It's --
we don't have a | ot of experience yet, but we're
aware that BOEM has worked with the states of
Rhode | sland and Massachusetts, and with the
devel opers. It was a devel oper for Vineyard W nd.
They have put together sone mtigation proposals,
where they've done sone assessnents about the
econom c -- expected econom c | osses from
primarily the fishing industry, and they've put
toget her the proposals and work with the states on
t hose.

W tend to be not directly engaged in
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that, those conversations, between the devel opers
and the states, but we're avail able to provide any
i nformati on that we have avail able, that we can
share with them on -- to help with that process.
MR. TRACY: Thanks, then one -- maybe
one nore for you, Mke, regards to all the fishing
effort information and VM5 Data and VIR Data. |
notice the tine series on those. O course, VM
Is not a -- you know, it hasn't been around that
| ong, but, you know, nost of the tinme, series are
fairly short, | guess, and | saw -- presented
theirs fromaround 2011 to '15 for trip reports,
‘15 and newer for VM5 Data. So, | guess we've --
we have sone concerns on the Wst Coast. Qur --
for exanple, our Goundfish Fishery, we've had
Rockfi sh Conservation Areas in place for, you
know, a long tine, 15 or nore years, and using
such short data sets would, you know, be
probl ematic for us, because we just, you know,
we've rebuilt all the overfished stocks, or nearly
all of them and we just played a regulatory

process to reopen those areas to fishing, that
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have been cl osed for, you know, a couple decades,
and, so, our concern is that the database, that

m ght be used by BOEM for sighting w nd energy
areas, or for that matter, aquaculture, offshore
aquacul ture, may not reflect what we expect to be
the effort patterns going forward, starting in
January 2021, when all those areas reopen to
fishing.

So, what data sets are used and who
mai nt ai ns those and who verifies then? And is
there any opportunity for the councils to weigh in
on what data is used in the siting databases and
siting criteria?

MR. PENTONY: Thanks, Chuck. Well,
there's a couple of different issues | want to try
to address. One is -- what | showed in ny
presentation were really just exanples of the data
that we are using.

So, for exanple, our vessel trip report
data go back way -- nuch, nuch earlier than what
was di spl ayed on the maps that | showed as

exanpl es. Sonme of our fisheries have a | onger
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history with VM5 than others, and sone of those
data sets are quite extensive on VM5, but it
really is fisheries -- fishery dependent.

| also think that what we're -- what
we're focusing on, fromNWS, is working with
BOEM to understand the inpacts of their proposed
wi nd areas. So, we are heavy engaged with BOEM i n
the review of their NEPA docunent. W are a
cooperating agency with BCEM and, so, we are
| ooking at drafts of their EISs and working with
themto ensure that they have available to them
the best data, and the npbst conprehensive data
sets avail able, and an understand -- this is
really key, an understanding of how to interpret
the data, and apply the data correctly at the
various scales, that they are | ooking at doing
anal ysis for, and, so, we're working -- and really
focused on working wth BOEM on naking sure they
have those data, avail able for their NEPA
Anal ysi s.

That's very different from BOEM nmaki ng

the siting decisions, | guess, if you wll, are
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happening on a different tinme scale, and there's a
di fferent process. Because we're not directly
engaged with BCEM as we are on the NEPA side,
we're not as involved wwth BOEM on the siting
deci sions. Candace may want to speak to that,
but, you know, over the |ast couple of years,

we' ve worked very closely wwth BOEM to develop a
strong working relationship, primarily around

Vi neyard Wnd, and understanding the data, giving
them access to the data, and understanding how to
i nterpret the data correctly, given what it was
show ng.

One, just quick, exanple, | think,
initially, when we got a |look at their -- one of
their early drafts of an EIS, they had relied very
heavily on vessel trip report data, to assess what
fishing activity was happening in an area, and we
poi nted out that the scale of which they were
| ooki ng was really not appropriate to apply the
VIR data. So, that's when we started engaging in
conversations with themaround the VMS data, and

applying the correct speed filters, to distinguish
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transiting fromfishing activity.

MR. TRACY: Yeah, | think our major
concern are that -- it's just, you know, the data
that they use in the first place, you know, be the
best avail abl e data, and not, you know, not have
to make that correction |later, once the NEPA
docunent has been drafted, and those sorts of
things, just to get, you know, just to kind of get
in the early in the process, and, you know,
determ ne what data sources they have -- they are
using. So, that was -- that's our main concern.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Chuck.

MR TRACY: Yep.

MR SOLIAI: Al right, appreciate it.
| do want to rem nd you, before we nove on to
Cari bbean, | do want to rem nd council that we are
strapped for tine, with this, still got a | ot of
nore agenda itens. So, please try to restrict
your questions, and nove as fast as possible.
We'll nove on to the Cari bbean.

MR. HANVE: | don't have any comment at
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this tinme, thank you. This is Marcus.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you. The
@l f Council ?

M5. SIMMONS: No comment, thank you.
Good presentation.

MR, SOLIAI: South Atlantic?

SPEAKER: No comment, thank you.

MR SCLIAI: Al right, Md-Atlantic?

MR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Just a brief comment, just in response to Jon's
point. The Md-Atlantic and New Engl and Counci |
is heavily involved, nmaybe heavily is probably too
-- too strong, we're definitely involved, and w nd
energy, and all the issues associated with w nd
ener gy devel opnent on the East Coast, including
maki ng a joint website with GARFO sendi ng out
notices to mariners, we have email lists, we have
-- we do a lot for the related wnd energy bill,
but it comes down to, you know, a basic question,
when you think about w nd energy devel oping on the
East Coast, and that is, why are the councils

I nvol ved?
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So, if you listen to the presentations
today, you get the -- there was a heavy enphasis
on, and | appreciate the presentations, so, there
was a heavy enphasis on assessing inpacts of
ener gy devel opnent on the East Coast. So, if you
t hi nk about it as an assessnent, what about the
potential for mnimzing those inpacts, and how
can the Council and NMFS be involved in that
particul ar process? And that's the struggle that
|"ve had in ny conversations with BOEM which is,
basi cal ly, these boxes have been devel oped,
they're in the ocean, you' re not going to nove the
box, so, potentially, you know, we can tal k about
the placenent of these turbines within the box.
But even that conversati on becones sonmewhat
strai ned because they want to put turbines in the
entire box.

So, there's our struggle, on the East
Coast, relative to the wi nd energy devel opnent,
so, |'d be curious to see how it proceeds on the
West Coast, you know, and how t hose (i naudible).

Thank you.
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MR. SOLIAI: Al right, thank you,

Chris. W'Ill nove on to the New Engl and Council .

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

"Il try and be brief. You know, nention was nade
of the Regional Intergovernnental Task Forces, and
this creates a little bit of a issue for the
councils. W try to participate in the Qulf of

Mai ne I ntergovernnental Task Force to the extent
we can. One of the problens is that, because of
FACA restrictions, the only way you can actually
be a nenber, is if you have one of your state
directors serve on the Intergovernnental Task

For ce.

This creates kind of a conflict because
many of the governors of those states are gung ho
wi nd energy, and really do not give a | ot of
wei ght to fishing industry concerns, and, so, it's
difficult for us to put a state director in the
position of serving on the task force, and not
comng into conflict wth our governor, when the
New Engl and Council nmay have a different position

on the inpacts of fishing.
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Now, I will say that BOEM has been
relatively willing to let us participate in sort
of an advisory capacity, and our staff tends to do
that. But since the definition of a federal
agency under FACA and the definition of a federal
agency under FO A seemto be very simlar, | was
baffl ed why that definition works for us under
FOA but it doesn't work for us under FACA.
Thank you.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Tom Moving on
to West Pac.

MR. WATAMURA:  Yeah, hi, this is Ed
Wat anura, Vice Chair, Hawaii. HFACT, the Hawai i
Fi sherman's Alliance for Conservation and
Tradition, which shows a part of -- net with the
conpani es that were devel opi ng proposals for
of fshore wind farns, off of the coast of Honol ul u,
and Kaena Point. After listening to their plans,
descri bing the scope of the projects, we had sone
concer ns.

Nunber one, the floating wwndmlls were

quite large, and nunbered 50 plus at each site.
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These -- nunber two, these structures would act as
FAD, Fish Aggregation Devices, and we felt that
the annual mgrational pattern of yearly Ahi run
woul d theoretically be conprom sed. Nunber three,
the schools of fish, that these FADs woul d
attract, would also attract sea birds, in large
spinning windmlls would potentially be a danger
to them Nunber four, Hawaii, especially Qahu's
once pristine reefs, have undergone countl ess
destructive disturbances to the near shore
ecosystem caused by humans. The undersea cabl es
that would be required to bring in the electricity
fromthe wind farns woul d be yet another
destructive elenent to the near shore environnent,
and, lastly, nunber five, Hawaii is paradise, that
s why we have so many tourists, and an econony
that is based on tourism A large part of this
paradi se is a beautiful scenery that is our
treasure. | nmagine staying in one of our hotels,

| ooki ng out at the incredible blue ocean, and huge
windmlls. This is a visual blight that we do not

need. Thank you.
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SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR SOLIAI: Sorry, | was on nute.

Thank you, Ed. Nick -- offshore w nd issues.
Now, we'll nove on to this itembefore -- before |
nove on, | want to make an announcenent. To those

of you on the WebEx, nenbers of the public that
are interested in naking public coments, at the
end of the day, please send a private chat to

Ni cholas Pieper. He's listed as the host -- with
your nane and affiliation. Please send in your
requests for public comment before the public
comrent session begins, and in the interest of
tinme, | would ask that you pl ease keep your
coments under three mnutes. All right, thank
you.

So, we'll nove onto the next itemon the
agenda. That's the Status of Policy Director.
Kelly, the floor is yours.

M5. DENIT: Geat, thank you, M.

Chair, and Nicholas, | think, is going to blow up
his screen to share. Thank you, N cholas. So,

the CCCw Il recall -- this request started a
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little while ago, and you all were interested in
having a living docunent that would show you, in a
snapshot, what all was out for comment, fromthe
Councils, and provide a little bit of detail on
who contact, when the due date was, and sone basic
i nformation. So, we've put together this Google
spreadsheet, that we would plan to share with the
Council|l EDs, to allow you to see what's out, when
it's due, and who you need to followup with, if
you do have specific comments. That's really al

| have. |'m happy to answer any questions. |'m
just keeping it super brief, and we can al ways
followup with the Council EDs, separately, if
that woul d be nost effective way to address any
concerns or questions, but, wth that, 1'll stop,
M. Chair.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Kelly. Do you
have any questions for Kelly? Al right, there
bei ng no questions, we'll nove on to the next item
on our agenda, the NS1 Techni cal Quidance
Wor kshops. That woul d be Jenni.

M5. WALLACE: (Good afternoon, everybody.
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Thank you, M. Chair. Nicholas is going to pull

up a presentation, and in the interest of tine, I,

too, will try and be quick and to the point, as

much as possible. And, so, just -- the purpos
this presentation is to give you guys a quick
updat e on where NOAA Fisheries is, with the
Techni cal CGui dance for National Standard One.

Nick, if you could nove to the next slide. Af

e of

So,

ter

the National Standard Guide -- or after the NS1

gui delines were |last revised in 2016, we forned an

NS1 Technical Wrking Goup, with nenbers from

Sci ence Centers, our Regional Ofices, and

headquarters O fices, and Council Staff, including

sone of your folks. The purpose of that workgroup

Is to devel op technical guidance on NS1 topics

support our decision-making. The workgroup is

to

wor ki ng on nul ti ple products, right now, on key

NS1 topics, and |'mgoing to give you a quick
status update of where we are with those. So,
next slide.

The Techni cal Gui dance Wor kgroup has

three subgroups. One is on reference points,

t wo
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I s carryover and phase-in, and three is data gaps
and al ternative approaches, and, so, |['Ill, now,
gi ve you a qui ck update on each of those groups.
Next slide. So, subgroup one is the nost -- the
nost significant subgroup one project, right now,
Is a tech nmeno that's focused on the estimation of
FMSY, BMSY, and their proxies. As you all know,
reference points, such as MSY, FMSY, and BMSY,
they formthe basis for fisheries nanagenent,
here, in the U S,

So, direct estimation of FMSY and BMSY
can be very challenging, and, as a result,
managenent of many of the stocks in the US rely
on FMSY and BMSY proxies instead. There's been
numer ous anounts of research on both direct
estimati on of FMSY and BMSY and the sel ection of
appropriate MSY proxies, since the |ast technical
gui dance, and that was back in 1998. So,
basi cally, the docunent that the subgroup is
wor ki ng, right now, on will summarize that
research that's happened since that tine.

So, so, there is this group, right now,
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1 the -- there's a draft in developnent. Since | --
2 since we | ast briefed you, in Novenber, the

3 subgroup has continued to neet and di scuss

4 consi derations for selecting FMSY and BMSY

5 proxies. The target for a draft conpletion date

6 of the paper is fall of 2020. Wen the draft is
7 conplete, it'll go to the full NS1 Techni cal
8 Qui dance Workgroup for review, and after that, we

9 wi Il brief |eadership and send to the SSCs and the

10 councils for review. So, that's a general update
11 of where that group is.

12 Let's nove to the next slide. Subgroup
13 two, the carryover and phase-in, they've produced
14 a tech neno that provides technical guidance for
15 desi gni ng, eval uating, and inplenenting carryover
16 and phase-in provisions. The current status is,
17 | ast year, the councils reviewed this draft tech
18 meno. We have since revised the neno to address
19 any council comments, and nost of the comments

20 were actually very mnor. So, the tech neno's

21 basically in the final clearance stage, and we

22 actually hope to publish it in the next couple of
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nonths, or later this nonth, early next.

Al right, subgroup three, so, this work
Is exploring effective ACLs for data limted
stocks. So, as you all know, setting and nmanagi ng
ACLs in data poor fisheries can be a | arge
challenge. During the last round of NS1 guideline
revi sions, so that was back in 2016. This
I ncl uded new | anguage clarifying that councils can
recommend al ternative approaches for devel opi ng
managenent neasures and reference points for data
poor fisheries, while still conplying with the
mandat es of the NMSA

So, subgroup three, they have been
charged with devel opi ng gui dance on how to best
use that flexibility, particularly with respect to
ACLs. They are focusing on identifying stocks for
whi ch setting and/or nanagi ng an ACL, pursuant to
the NS1 guidelines, is particularly challenging.
They are recommendi ng al ternati ve approaches for
defining and managing to an ACL that wll conply
wi th MSA and prevent overfishing. They're

| denti fying assessnent approaches that coul d be
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used to generate valid assessnents for certain
types of data poor stocks. So, where they are
ri ght now, that group has produced a draft
techni cal gui dance that includes several sets of
| deas. NMFS and our general counsel are currently
review ng many of those ideas, and we're -- hope
to be able to provide the draft edit at a future
CCC neeting, and, wwth that, | tried to be
super-fast. Hopefully, | didn't talk too fast for
you all. Thank you, M. Chair, and if anybody has
any quick questions, we can -- | can try and
answer themor get nmy experts to.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Jenni. Do we have any questions for Jenni?

MR. ANDERSON. M. Chairman, this is
Phil Anderson, from Pacific Council. | was just
wondering what role, if any, the -- any Science
Center's staff nmenbers played on the subgroups,
particul arly subgroups one and three?

M5. WALLACE: So, | amfairly certain
t hat each of the subgroups have had Sci ence Center

representation. | don't have in front of ne --
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" mlooking in ny cheat sheet. | don't have the
menber shi p, but we can get that for you.

MR. ANDERSON:. Ckay, | appreciate it.
Thank you.

MR. CARM CHAEL: This is John
Carm chael, with the South Atlantic. WII -- or
is group three getting into how they define data
limted stocks, or is at |east sone gui dance and
di rection there?

M5. WALLACE: Yes, that is, in fact, one
of the parts of that. [It's not finalized, and,
so, | can't tell you, for sure, but that is one of
the things that they're |l ooking at here, to set
t he stage.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Thank you.

MR NES: Al right, this Tom Ni es, of
New Engl and. | got a couple of coments, Jenni,
per haps questions, Jenni, okay? You know, we
really appreciate the effort that's going into
trying to produce this technical guidance, and we
| ook forward to reviewing the draft docunent. |

hope we get enough tine to give, particularly, the
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first one a good review, when we ook at it.

W're a little concerned, based on the
participation of one of the nenbers in the working
group, from our council, that the guidance nmay not
really be enough. You think it's going to
descri be sone best practices, and what we're
concerned about is it's not really going to

har noni ze the science with current |aws and
policy.

You know, the whol e idea of MY
managenent seens to skip over the idea that we may
have | ack of stationarity in the environnent.
There's sone concern about the approaches we're
usi ng, whether they're really consistent with
managenent strategy evaluation. |It's not clear to
us, when the -- with a focus on F 40 percent and
ot her proxies for FMSY, whether it's really -- how
far these are going to go in addressing what |
woul d call nodel resistant situations, rather than
data poor situations, particularly with respect to
BMSY targets. W' ve had a nunber of stock

assessnents over the recent years, which have

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 183

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

failed for various reasons. They've gone from
anal yti c approaches to various types of ad hoc
approaches, and while it seens possible to cone up
Wi th sone ideas for fishing nortality targets in
t hose cases, the Science Center has really
struggled with being able to cone up with any BMSY
targets or any analogs to BMSY targets in this
area. And, of course, we haven't seen the draft
docunent yet, but |'ve had sone conversations with
sone of the people on your staff and with Dr.
Met hot, over the last couple nonths, and it's not
clear to ne that those issues are going to be
addressed, | hope they are, in the final version
that we see. Thank you.

M5. WALLACE: Yep. Thanks, Tom | --
| " ve noted that.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thanks, Tom
Any ot her coments or questions?

MR. GOURLEY: Yes, | have -- this is
John, CNM. Do you know when the subgroup three
report is going to actually be released to the

councils for review?
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M5. WALLACE: So, no. The timng is
quite unclear on that one. W're still very nuch
I n the devel opnent phase.

MR. GOURLEY: Ckay, because we have --
we're faced with data poor stocks out in the
Western Pacific, alnost wwth everything we're
dealing with, and this is actually very inportant
to us, and we'd really like to be able to get
that, that report out, so that we can provide
coments, take a | ook at potential different pro
-- MBY proxies because we have issues out here,
that we need to deal with, and we'd |ike to kind
of get going on it. Thank you.

M5. WALLACE: Yep, understood.

MR SOLIAI: And if |I could just add
onto that, Jenni. Thank you, John. Since that --
It hasn't been released yet, at this point, you
need to maybe consi der alternative nmanagenent
actions. All right, any other conments?

There being none, we'll nove onto the
next agenda item Bycatch Initiatives. Jenni, you

still have the fl oor.
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M5. WALLACE: Thank you, M. Chair. So,
Nick is going to pull up the next presentation for
me, and, N ck, you can just go straight to the
second slide for ne.

Al right, so, quick outline. | hope to
be as speedy as | was last tine. [|['mgoing to
gi ve you a qui ck update on several national
initiatives that we have at -- continuing efforts
to reduce bycatch, while al so sustainably managi ng
our fisheries. So, I'lIl talk to you about
st andar di zed bycatch reporting nethodol ogy, our
reduction -- bycatch reduction strategy and
| npl enentation plan, and then the BREP.

Next slide. So, the SBRM so, the
Magnuson Stevens Act, required all fishery
managenent plans to establish a standardi zed
bycat ch reporting nethodol ogy. The final rule was
published in 2017. Thank you to all of the
councils for your efforts to review your SBRMs for
consistency with this 2017 rule. Al the regions
and the councils are actively nmaki ng progress on

their reviews right now, and consistency of this
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rule is inperative, and we very nuch understand
that at NMFS. And we al so recogni ze, though, that
each fishery nmanagenent plan is very unique, and,
therefore, the reviews and concl usi ons of those
reviews are going to be specific to each and every
one of the fishery managenent plans thensel ves.
NMFS, through these reviews, is not requiring any
st andardi zed tenpl ates or not establishing any
addi ti onal gui dance beyond the rule, itself, and
as a remnder, if the reviews do identify a need
for an anendnent to an SBRM that needs to be
concl uded by February 21, 2022, which is five
years fromwhen the final rule was published. M
office, Ofice of Sustainable Fisheries, we are
working with the regions to track the
i npl ementation of the reviews, and we're providing
addi ti onal coordination gui dance, as necessary,
but it looks like we're generally on track. So,
that's SBRM

Let's nove to the next slide. So, in
Decenber of 2016, NMFS conpl eted the Nati onal

Bycat ch Reduction Strategy. The goal of that
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strategy was to guide and coordi nate NOAA
fisheries' efforts to reduce bycatch and bycatch
nortality, in support of sustainably managi ng
fisheries and recovering certain protected
species. As you may recall, NWFS solicited

f eedback fromthe councils during the devel opnent
of the Bycatch Reduction Strategy. W have,

since, finalized the Bycatch Reduction Strategy

| npl enentation Plan. So, this inplantation plan
outlines tasks that the headquarters' offices, our
regional offices, and science centers are going to
take to i nplenent the actual strategy. Categories
of efforts that we are doing include nonitoring
and estinmating, research, conserve and nanage,

enf orce, and comuni cation, but the plan is a
five-year inplenentation plan, and it covers
activity from 2020 to 2024. The inplenentation
pl an has been posted on our website, and | believe
there was a link to it, too, on the CCC neeting
agenda, and we also intend to prepare progress
reports, every two years, SO we can continue to

report out, to the CCC, howit is that we're doing
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on the inplenentation plan.

And let's nove to the next slide, N ck.
The last thing, | want to give you an update on is
the Bycatch Reduction Engi neering Program BREP.
The fiscal year '20 funding opportunity was
announced back in Decenber of 2019. As a
rem nder, the program supports devel opnent of
t echnol ogi cal solutions and changes in fishing
practices designed to mnimze bycatch. So, since
2012, we awarded over $2.5 mllion a year, and,
this year, we've received 104 preproposals and 48
full applications, across all the regions and
priorities, and we're in the final stages of
getting those awards out, and the awards will be
granted during this comng summer. So, that was
bycatch, three different things, in a quick
nutshell. M. Chair, |'mhappy to take any quick
guesti ons.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Jenni. All
right. W'Ill entertain questions right now.
We'll start back with -- at -- with the North

Pacific. Any questions?
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MR. WTHERELL: Yes, this is Dave.
Jenni, just a question, could you rem nd us of
what the role of the council is -- councils are in
the Bycatch Reduction Strategy?

M5. WALLACE: So, in the strategy, you
guys hel ped informthe actual strategy, the
i npl ementation plan itself, are basically NVFS
efforts that we wll do, but, obviously, you as
our partners, the councils, wll be involved in
the neeting of those itens. Does that help, Dave?

MR. WTHERELL: Yeah, that, that hel ps.
| just wanted to nake sure that there wasn't a
pi ece that we were supposed to have for you, or to
neet the strategy w thout NMFS asking for the
councils to --

M5. WALLACE: Nope. That's you -- there
I's nothing that says it is the council's
responsibility to do X, Y, and Z. It's all put on
NMFS and, obviously, with your help, but not the
onus on you.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Pacific
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Council, any questions?

MR, TRACY: Just to quickly clarify that
with a standardi zed bycatch reporting nethodol ogy,
so the -- if a anendnent is necessary, the
anendnent needs to be conpl eted by February of
2022? Is that -- did | get that right?

M5. WALLACE: You got that right.

MR TRACY: Okay.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Cari bbean

Counci | ?

3

ROLON:  No questions at this tine.

3

SOLI Al:  Thank you, Mguel. Qulf
Counci | ?

M5. SIMONDS: No questions. Thank you,
M. Chairman.

MR, SCLIAI: |Is there any in the South
Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions. Thank

you.

3

SALI Al : Md-Atl antic?

3

NI ES: No questions. Thank you, M.
Chai r.
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MR, SCLI Al: New Engl and?

3

MOORE: No questions.

3

SOLIAI: Al right. Wstern
Paci fic?

M5. GRANGER: No comment.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. No coments.
Al right, thank you. Thank you, Jenni.

M5. WALLACE: Thank you, M. Chair.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. W'IlIIl nove on
to our next agenda item the NMFS ui dance on
Changi ng Stock Status from Known to Unknown.

Regi na?

M5. SPALLONE: Ckay. Thank you very
much, M. Chair. Yes, |I'mhere today to discuss
t he devel opnent of a new procedural directive that
wi || guide internal agency decisions when
considering a stock status change froma known
status to an unknown status for the Secretary's
requi red status determ nation decisions under the
Magnusson Act. The agency has a process in place
for making stock status changes and this directive

wll help informthat process when the request is
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to switch to an unknown st at us.

Over the years, the agency has addressed
several of these kind of requests, to change to
unknown, using informal gui dance, but these
requests are getting nore conplicated,
particularly with grow ng i nstances of scientific
uncertainty in the assessnents. So, we felt that
we needed to formalize our internal guidance for
I ncreased transparency and consi stency of our
deci sion-making. So, with that in mnd, we
devel oped a net hodol ogy to address sone of the
nost conmon scenarios. Next slide, please, N ck.

Today, |I'mgoing to go over a sunmary of
the directive, and Il et you know where it's going,
and just kind of get your reaction. So, again,
the goal of this procedure is to provide internal
gui dance to ensure that our decisions are aligned
W th expectations in a transparent and consi st ent
fashion. This will also help address when we have
sone very difficult decisions. Again, sone of
these are getting pretty contentious, and we want

to renove anbiguity, nake things go a little bit
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nore snoothly, and that will, of course, help
support the need for tinely managenent deci si ons.
Next slide, please, N ck.

So, the scenario -- the directive is
organi zed into nore basic scenarios, and these are
sone of the nore conmon ones that we have had or
seen conme across our desks in recent years. So,
the -- you can see them here. W'Ill go -- [|'1l]
take each of them kind of give you a summary of
them in turn. So, next slide, please, N ck.

The first scenario is changes to
managenent unit, and this one is fairly
straightforward. It describes situations in which
managers change the stock managenent unit, and it
recogni zes that the new managenent unit may, in
fact, be unknown in sone situations, for exanple,
where managers pull a stock out of a managenent
unit, but don't yet have status determ nation
criteria, or SDC, in place. The new managed unit
may have an unknown status. The procedure does
al so recogni ze that, however, in sone cases, it

may be reasonable to retain the known status of
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that original stock until a stock assessnent,
especially -- this m ght be appropriate where
managenent units are descended from stocks that
have an overfished or overfishing -- subject to
overfishing determ nation, and, of course, any
such retention of that status should be justified
in the record. So, the next slide, please.
Scenari o B addresses agi ng stock
assessnments, and this scenario recogni zes that as
an assessnent ages, nmanagers may | ose confidence
in the status determ nation. Status determ nation
based on ol d assessnents coul d be problematic,
when they no | onger reflect the current status of
the stock. However, with no clear standard to
det erm ne when an agi ng assessnent is no | onger
suitable to support a stock status, several agency
docunents related to assessnent prioritization and
performance tracking help kind of set sone
gui deposts for us, here, and dependi nhg on
consi derations appropriate for the stock, such as
its life history, it mght be appropriate to

change the status of a stock to an unknown st at us,
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1 when based with an aged stock assessnent. The
2 next slide, please.
3 Scenario Cis really sort of the crux of

4 why, you know, what brought about a lot of this

5 procedural directive, and it describes sone broad
6 situations, where stock assessnents failed to

7 provi de a status recommendati on, and we've ki nd of
8 split this one into several sub scenarios

9 i ndi cative or reflective of the nature stock

10 status, stock assessnents, and the uncertainty

11 associated wwth them So, Scenario Cl, rejecting
12 a new assessnent, accepts previous assessnent,

13 it's fairly straightforward. This situation is
14 where a new nodel is attenpted in the assessnent,
15 and that nodel fails, but scientists will often
16 use the old nodel fromthe previous assessnents,
17 rerun with new data, in a process called a

18 continuity run, and where that continuity run is
19 done and accepted, we would use that, with those
20 results, to help determ ne the status of the

21 st ock.

22 C2is alittle bit nore conplicated.
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Here, the reviewers mght -- would reject both the
updat ed nodel and that continuity run. So, here,
it would be simlar to Cl, but you wouldn't have
any of that updated data. Under this scenario,
and really in all cases within this procedure, our
primary intent would be to retain the [ast known
stock status, when possible, but, in this
situation, nodels can't provide a nuneri cal
reference point to eval uate against the SDC, and
there's evidence to support conti nued known
status. Then, we would maintain the current
status, and how that would | ook sort of
operationally is, like, if a stock were overfished
and the assessnent showed that stocks remain --

bi omass remains at historically low |l evels, that

m ght maintain the -- provide evidence to nmaintain
a continued overfished status.

Conversely, if the nodel can't provide a
nuneri cal reference point, and there's no evidence
to support the current status, then we could --
woul d nove the stock to unknown, and how t hat

woul d ook is, for instance, a stock that is
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1 | isted as subject to overfishing, based on an old
2 assessnment and if catch rates were reduced to near
3 zero, there mght be a lot of uncertainty

4 regardi ng that overfishing determ nation, and then
5 we woul d change that status to unknown. So, based
6 on our discussions with the centers, the regions,
7 and our past experience with this, we believe that
8 we're nore likely to have evidence to support and
9 continue the overfished status versus overfishing,
10 as overfishing tends to be a little bit nore

11 vari able, and, so, we'd probably be nore likely to
12 nove to unknown for overfishing.

13 C3is afairly -- we would expect to be
14 fairly uncomon, and it's kind of throw ng the

15 baby out wth the bathwater, but we have heard

16 that scientists, on occasion -- fromscientists,

17 on occasion, that a peer review can conpletely

18 I nval i date an assessnent. There nmay be such a

19 maj or flaw in the nethodol ogy that invalidates the
20 previ ous stock status and determnation. 1In this
21 case, we'd either maintain the previous known

22 status, as we would through scenario C2, or nove
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t o unknown, dependi ng on the evidence of the case,
and, again, we would -- there would be sone
flexibility, depending on individual scenarios
because assessnents being fairly conplicated,
you' d have to |l ook at the specifics of the
I ndi vi dual case. So, this sort of provides sone
gui deposts for us. The next slide, please, Nick?
Scenario Dis in which an assessnent
deviates fromthe SDC that's specified in the FM.
Assessnent updates wll often provide new
scientific information, in which the | atest stock
assessnent recommends that the status be based on
SDC that is different fromthat in the FMP. In
the past, we would report the status com ng out of
t he assessnent, as it's based on best scientific
i nformati on avail able, BSIA and informthe
council to adopt the new SDC into their FMP to
align with the science, but based on feedback we
have gotten in the -- during the devel opnent of
this directive, we are taking a different
approach. In this situation, the agency woul d

mai ntain the previous stock status, until the
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rel evant council adopts the SDC, and the reason
for this change is that, under Magnusson, we have
to make these stock status determ ne -- deci sions,
based on the SDC that are specified within the

Fi shery Managenent Pl an.

So, this is a nore sound approach for
this situation. | wll note, though, that this
does create, or has the potential to create, sone
awkward situations, where nanagenent noves
forward, based on a new science, yet the status of
the stock is static, based on the old science, you
know, where you have, say, overfishing
determ nati ons and that, you know, that support an
I ncrease in annual catch limts. So, this could
be aneliorated wth adaptive or flexible status
determination criteria in place, for exanple,
where they -- where the FMP specifies that SDC
m ght automatically be adopted into the FMP upon
based -- BSIA determ nation. Sone councils, |
note, already use such an approach, have flexible
SDCs. So, with that, slide eight, please, Nick.

So, that is pretty nuch the quick
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hi gh-1evel summary of the procedural directive,
and, as | nentioned, these were -- are expected to
hel p guide internal deliberations to go nore

snmoot hly as we address these increasingly
conplicated and often contentious determ nati ons
that cone out of our stock assessnents. As a
procedural directive, the guidance wll go through
formal clearance within the agency before it
becones final, and we do expect that to be
happeni ng soon. So, with that, | welcone your

t houghts on this approach, and happy to take any
guestions. Thank you, M. Chair.

MR, SCLI Al: Thank you, Regina. Before
| open up for questions, | would -- do want to ask
all the panelists to please renove your raised
hand status after you' ve nmade your comments. Sone
of you still have that highlighted, so. So, we'll
open it up to the panelists for questions. North
Paci fic Council, question?

MR. TWEIT: This is Phil Tweit. Just
one, | may have m ssed this, and, so, | apol ogize.

| was wondering if the SSCs are going to providing
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comments on the draft directive before it's
finalized.

M5. SPALLONE: | don't believe that that
Is part of the deliberative process for policy
directives. So, | can't really say, at this
point, but, Stephanie, | would like if you -- if
you're online, if you would respond to that. |
don't believe so, though, sir.

M5. HUNT: Hi, Regina and Bill. No,
this docunent isn't going out for external review
This is your chance to give us any conmments you
have, but it's guiding internal agency deci sion.
So, we're not sending it out for external.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.

Paci fic Council?

MR. TRACY: Thanks. Well, | guess |'m
di sappoi nted to hear that |ast comment. You know,
| think we've been pretty good partners w th NMFS,
in ternms of review ng these sorts of things. |
nean, it, yeah, it's getting internal agency
deci si on-maki ng, but they are certainly things

that affect the councils, and, you know, this is,
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1 anong other things, this is a good exanple of what
2 woul d be nice to be in that spreadsheet, that

3 Kelly went over, a couple of agenda itens ago, so
4 that we would know what's com ng, what the

5 schedul e i s, and what our opportunity for reviews
6 m ght be. So, maybe I'I|l just leave it at that.

7 MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. Caribbean, any
8 guestions or coments?

9 MR. RCOLON: No, just a comment at this
10 time. | agree wth Chuck, kind of interesting for
11 us, that we won't have the chance to conment on
12 sonething that will be affecting us for the next
13 decade.

14 MR, SCLIAI: Oay. @lf Council?

15 M5. SIMONDS: Yes. Thank you, M.

16 Chai rman. Yeah, | had a question. Thank you for
17 the presentation. So, we received | guess a BSIA
18 framework for, not too |long ago, policy guidance
19 that we need to follow regarding stock

20 assessnents and the different tiers and the

21 different information, and that went to our SSC,
22 we commented on it, and then we got the final
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gui dance. How do you see this fitting in,

per haps, wth the regional BSIA guidance that

we' re supposed to be working on because this does
have managenent inplications, and it's likely to
cause quite a bit of confusion, when we're talking
about an anendnent, perhaps, where we're changi ng
the status determnation criteria, but then we
have a table of stock status that says sonething
different, and, so, | think we have to think about
that a little bit nore, regarding, |ike, our
counci |l nenbers, our stakeholders, and it could
cause quite a bit of confusion. So, do you have
any comments on how you see, perhaps, maybe this
gui dance would work with those regional franeworks
we' re supposed to be working on, | guess, right
now?

M5. SPALLONE: In terns of the
managenent inplications, we do recognize that that
is a concern, and it's alittle bit out of the
scope of this procedural directive, in terns of
provi di ng gui dance for these particul ar scenari os,

but | don't know howit would tie in with the
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BSI A.

M5. SIMONDS: Well, well, | guess it
ties -- | nean, they're directly Iinked, right,
because you have your SSC review ng the stock
assessnments. They're determ ning what's BSI A, but
it's based on the current SDC, which may be
recommendi ng new SDC, which directly contribute to
whet her it's overfished or undergoi ng overfishing.
So, | -- maybe that, that Scenario D, maybe we
need to work on a little bit nore. | think it

could cause quite a bit of confusion at the

council |evel.

M5. SPALLONE: Ckay, thank you. | wll
note that.

M5. HUNT: This is Stephanie. | can

chime in alittle bit because | helped with the
BSI A procedural directive. | can see your point
about them being tied, but they're definitely in
| ock step. So, the BSIA procedural directive |ays
out that, when the agency is naking stock status
deci sions, the SSC has a role, and it lays out all

those roles. Utimately, it's the agency's
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decision. It's -- it is our role to nmake the
stock status decisions. So, all of those steps in
the BSI A process would still take place, and then
at the end the agency nakes the decision, and it
is also informed by this procedural directive, the
known to unknown procedural directive, that Regina
out | i ned.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.
Movi ng onto the South Atlantic.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yes, thank you. |
appreci ate the update, Regina. | think, |ike the
others, I'ma little disappointed that we're not
going to get nore of a chance to weigh in on it,
particularly for SSCs and others, to do a bit nore
review because it is -- it is pretty critical to a
| ot of the business that they do, and it crosses
over into their nmaking recommendati ons and
certainly interpreting assessnents and judging if
an assessnent is adequate or not. | think it's
sonme of the things with criteria C. For exanple,
you may have a group of reviewers | ooking at a new

assessnent, but then not | ooking back at the prior
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assessnent, particularly if it's not been done in
what we commonly call, like, the continuity run,
where they update the data. So, | think there
could be issues with that, and | also think the
agi ng assessnents is a challenge. As it says,
there's no clear rules, and there never is.
Certainly, 5 to 10 years sounds reasonabl e.

So, one of the things I wonder, if this
wi Il go back and be applied retroactively to sone
stocks that have status determnations that are a
| ot ol der than, say, a 10-year assessnent, and
"Il just throw a couple of exanples out there,

t hat have been in the South Atlantic's craw for
many years. Speckled H nd and Warsaw G ouper are
| isted as overfishing. They haven't ever been
assessed. There's no OFL. There were sone catch
curves done in the '90s, and it's one of those
that the Council has an A, B, C of zero, and
little else that they can do for these stocks,
and, yet, getting that status changed has been
quite a challenge. So, appreciate the effort to

get this. I, like others, would Iike to have seen
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maybe a little nore Council feedback opportunity.
MR, SCLI Al: Thank you, John.
Md-Atlantic?

MR MOORE: Hi, Regina. Good to see you

agai n.

M5. SPALLONE: Hey, Chris.

MR MOORE: | don't have any additi onal
coments to add. | agree with many of the

previ ous comments. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Chris. New
Engl and Counci | ?

MR NES: H, thisis Tom N es, but |
do have a nunber of comments and questions, since
this appears to be our only chance to comment on
this docunent that | think we got |ast Thursday or
Friday. | guess |I'm concerned that we haven't had
enough tinme to ook at it, to thoroughly consider
whet her it addresses the issues that we've run
into, at least, within our council, and | suspect
wi thin other councils, as well.

You know, we have sone assessnent

reports that cone out, and say things, |ike the
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nodel shoul d not be used for reference points or
stock status determ nations, but we -- | don't
think we ever asked our peer review panels to go
back and revi ew the past assessnent. They're only
basi ng comments |ike that on the current
assessnment, which | think is a point that John

j ust made.

W al so have a nunber of assessnents,
where, com ng out of the peer review, we get
statenents that say things, |ike they concl ude
that fishing is not responsible for the |ack of
response, and the current dynam cs, current
popul ation dynamcs, are likely not driven by
fishing. Now, to ne, that argues that an
overfishing determnation is not required, or is
not really appropriate for this situation, but, in
many cases, in these situations, it was a past
stock assessnent that concl uded overfishing was
occurring. W nmay or nmay not have -- we have
taken actions to reduce that, but we get this new
determ nation, and it's not clear to ne if this is

covered by all the scenarios that you tal k about.
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When you refer to biomass being at
historic low levels, you know, this brings up a
point that is one of Dr. Sissenw ne's concerns
about the National Standard 1 technical guidance.
You know, assuming historic |low |l evels are sonmehow
representative of current conditions, assune
stationary biol ogical processes that nay not
exist, particularly given the changes in climte
that we're seeing in New Engl and and ot her areas,
where the water tenperatures are warm ng rapidly,
and then one other point I'll make is that your
scenario B, | think, creates a catch-22 situation,
or it at |least has for us, already.

W' ve had a stock assessnent, where the
anal yti c age-based assessnent was thrown out. The
substitute was an enpirical approach. As |
menti oned during the discussion of the National
St andard Techni cal Gui dance, the enpirical
approach di scussion doesn't always produce
reference points, particularly bionass target
reference points. So, when we submtted an FMP

change to adopt the recommendati on of the peer
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review, that the status determ nation criteria
wer e unknown, the agency refused to accept that,
and di sapproved that, and went back to the status
determ nation criteria that were fromthe | ast
anal yti c assessnent, which, of course, has now
been rejected.

So, we've got no way to neasure stock
status, conpared to those referenced there, and,
so, scenario D doesn't address that issue at all.
You know, it doesn't seemlike it addresses it, to
me, and there may be other issues here. So, |
know that this is just based on a reading of this
thing over a couple days. M staff and SSC hasn't
| ooked at it in any detail because they've been
busy with other things, and this is why it
troubles ne that this is our only chance to
coment on a policy directive that we're going to
be westling with for sone tine into the future.
So, that, that holds up ny comments, M. Chairnan,
but after the Western Pacific's comments, | don't
know i f you would be willing to entertain a notion

that 1'd be willing to offer. Thank you.
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MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Tom Sounds
good. West Pac?

M5. SIMONDS: Right. W're drafting a
notion now, but | just want to ditto, you know,
Tom s comments because we woul d sonehow node
they're good for ACLs, oh, but not for stock
status determnation. So, why is that? And we're
-- in our region, we have severe data limtations,
and, so, they lead to, you know, unreliable
assessnents wth pessimstic outl ooks, and, so,
we're going to recommend, fromus, anyway, we'll
send it around to the EDs, is that interim
rebui | ding pl ans, you know, really should be
wai ved until reliable scientific information is
| npl enented. So, Chris, | hope you direct the
staff to allow us sone tine for our SSCs and staff
to reviewthis, to review this docunent. Thank
you.

MR OLIVER Al right, Kitty and Tom
comments heard and appreciated, and | wll
reconvene | ater this evening or tonorrow norning

on that question. Thank you.
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MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you. |
think the comments and expression --

VR, GOURLEY: Chai rman?

MR. SOLIAI: -- at this point, is quite
unani nous.

VR, GOURLEY: Chairnman?

MR SCLIAI: Yes? M. Gourley?

MR. GOURLEY: Yeah, | just wanted to add
alittle bit to what Kitty had to say, please?

MR, SCLIAI: That's fine.

MR, GOURLEY: Yeah, | nentioned the
chal | enges we have in the Western Pacific, during
the NS1 presentation, and it's, actually, you
know, you -- we have data. W have a |ot of data
poor stocks that we have to nanage, and we're hit
with a second perfect storm is that the data that
we have, on our data poor stocks, is in very bad
-- in sone -- in nmany cases, is in very bad shape,
and, you know, a case in point in this is our
bottomfish in Arerican Sanpa, which canme up with
a overfishing and an overfished situation, and

when we went down to American Sanpa and tal ked to
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the fishernen, the fishernen are sitting there,
scratching their heads, saying, what's overfished?
You know, they -- it's just -- it seens |ike
there's sone very questionable data going in, and,
so, once we get to the overfishing/overfished
status, we can't seemto get out of it and nove
on, but we seemto be having a precautionary
approach that's -- that keeps us in that

whirl pool, and we'd like to be able to explore
sone of the options that NMFS is | ooking at in
their policy directive. So, | wuld Iike to also
echo of the many before ne, please, |et us have a
chance to offer comments, and y'all are the guys
that' Il nmake the decisions, and it certainly
shouldn't hurt if we're given the opportunity to
sinply provide you sone comments for you to
consider. Thank you.

M5. SIMONDS: M. Chairman, | just want
to add that our SSC is also |ooking at NS3, as
wel | .

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Al right,

wel |, thank -- thank you. | think the comments
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t hat have been expressed are -- have nmde its way
across to NMFS and | think will be crystal,

consi dering, you know, the discipline, then, and,
hopeful |l y, recomendati ons to reconsi der
consultation with council. Tom you wanted the
fl oor back, when we were done with West Pac?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
t hi nk, based on M. diver's coments, |'Ill defer
maki ng a notion until we hear back from him
t onor r ow nor ni ng.

MR, SCLIAI: Gay. Al right, thank
you. All right, thank you, everyone. | think
we're at the | ast section on our agenda for today,
public comments. Do we have any public comments?

MR PIEPER H, M. Chair. This is
Ni chol as. Yes, we do have sone public comments.
The first one is fromEric Kingna. He is the
Executive Director of the Hawaii Long Line

Associ ation, and | am unnuti ng hi m now.

MR. KINGVA: Hello, hi, can you hear ne?

Ckay, good, awesone. You know, al oha, everyone.

Eri c Kingma, Executive Director of Hawaii Long
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Li ne Associ ation, and, you know, prior to the
current situation, we were very much | ooking
forward to show ng you our industry here, in
Hawai i, and participating in the CCC at Turtle
Bay, on QGahu's north shore. 1'll just say next
time, everyone, it wll be -- it wll be great.
So, just alittle bit about HLA we represent 140
active long |ine vessels operating out of Honol ulu
Har bor and the associ ated seafood i ndustry. Qur
fishery is the largest food producer in the state
of Hawaii, over 30 mllion pounds produced for the
| ar gest fishery, dockside val ue of about $100
mllion, annually, ranking Honol ulu Harbor the
nation's top 10. | think we were sixth in 2018.
So, over the last 12 weeks, our fleet
has | ost over $15 mllion in revenue, as conpared
to the recent five-year average, and if narket
conditions persist, we're | ooking at approximtely
a $50 mllion loss of revenue for this year. So,
we are in a very, very tough situation. The fleet
is still operating on a nuch |lower scale. W're

still producing high-quality sustainable healthy
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seafood for Hawaii and U. S. Consuners, which is
very inportant for our |ocals' food security and
al so the national seafood trade deficit.

However, as these econom c inpacts
persist, our industry, our fleet is facing a very
hi ghly uncertain future. | just want to comment
on two things on the agenda, and that's the CARES
Act funding, and then, also, the recent EO So,
on the CARES Act funding, we -- we're still very
much di sappointed in the process foll owed by NVFS,
in allocating the allocated $300 million. |
think, at a mninum we were expecting a Federal
Regi stry notice, explaining the process and
allowi ng for public comment, prior to the
allocation. So, it just kind of caught us off
guard, when the announcenent, cane a few weeks
ago, that, in fact, NMFS has nade a deci sion and
allocated to the states. | was expecting soneone
to reach out fromthe Fishery Service to docunent
our inpacts, since we are, | believe, a nmgjor
fishery to the United States. | only received one

call from NVFS, and that was the Science Center,
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1 in the very early days, late March, and that was

2 it.

3 Hawaii is getting $4.3 mllion, very

4 much | ower than we -- what we expected, and now

5 the force is nonitorization, nyself, to go fight

6 for those funds, anpbngst various sectors in the

7 state. The SBA progranms don't match well with

8 fishing vessel operations, and | would be

9 i nterested to hear fromaround the regions, or

10 around the country, and how fishing vessels, if at
11 all, have access to any of those SBA prograns

12 because they haven't been accessed for our fleet.
13 So, it's not really fair that we now have to go

14 conpete for the very small anmounts of funds wth,
15 say, whol esal e conpani es, aquacul ture conpani es,
16 t hat have received forgivabl e SBA | oans.

17 Al so, this has placed the states in a

18 very difficult position to further allocate the

19 funds, and, certainly, political issues are going
20 to arise. W're also concerned that the delay and
21 cl ouded nature of the allocation nmay al so dis-sway
22 Congress from provi ding additional stinulus
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funding to support the nation's fishing industry,
and very nmuch a concern of ours, so, and, | think,
around the country.

"Il swtch gears, now, to the executive
order |'m pronoting, Anmerican Seafood
Conpetitiveness and Economc G owh. W support
President Trunp's EO and | ook forward to its
| npl enentation, and we're very nuch interested in
how t he EO coul d be used to pronote U. S. seaf ood
over foreign inports. W get hammered very nuch
in our US nmarket, fromforeign inports that --
direct conpletely with our |anded fish val ue.

Certainly, there are unnecessary
regul atory barriers within our fleet, such as
closures to U S. waters, and we'll work with the
Western Pacific Council to identify themfor
removal . However, there are al so severa
regul atory processes that have been stalled that
woul d hel p our industry, and, so, the streamining
aspects of the EO are very, very inportant. For
exanpl e, we've been waiting over two years for new

measures to renove and artificially low sea turtle
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hard cap in our fishery, and, you know, this
fishery historically produces over 50 percent of
donmesti c swordfi sh.

So, even though the Council's anmendnent
has been approved, the Hatchery and Fi shery
Service has yet to issue the final rule, which I
think is inconsistent with Magnusson, but, you
know, given the economic situation in our fleet,
the adm nistrative delays by the Fishery Service
don't match the Trunp Adm nistration's policies to
support business and industry. So, we very nuch
encourage NMFS to work with the councils to
expedi tiously and neaningfully inplenent the EO
and further address the serious situation facing
our nation's fisheries. Thank you very much, and
mahal a, everyone, and hope to see you agai n soon.
Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Eric. W appreciate that. N ck -- Ni chol as,
before we go into our next public coment, | do
want to remnd -- in the interest of tine, to

pl ease keep your coments no |onger than three
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1 m nut es.

2 MR. PIEPER. H, everyone. Qur next

3 public comment will be com ng from Peter Fl ournoy.
4 He is representing The Anmerican Fi shernman's

5 Resear ch Foundation, and |'m unnuting hi m now,

6 MR. FLOURNOY: Good day, everyone. |

7 really appreciate this opportunity to speak to you
8 all. Mst of what |'mgoing to say is -- even

9 though I -- I've realized this is a neeting of the
10 councils. Most of what |'mgoing to say in appeal

11 to the top | eadership of NWVFS, although, | think

12 it's very inportant to have the support of all the
13 counci | s.

14 My comments have to do with offshore

15 wi nd issues, and | want to thank everyone for a

16 very excellent presentation. It was both very

17 t horough and very informative, and it pointed out
18 many of the things that have to be done in these
19 situations wth BOEM projects, and it al so pointed
20 out a ot of the problens, and we heard, even

21 before that, the problens that COvVID 19 have

22 created for ongoing surveys and probably for the
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continuity of those surveys with earlier ones that
have al ready been done, and it's certainly a
problemthat we're going to be facing with these
of fshore wi nd towers.

Fi shernen can't really count on state
agencies for their representation of their
i nterests because of the real highly notivated
green energy pursuits of nost of the governors out
here, on the West Coast. The East Coast has been
working for two or three years, if not |onger, and
yet there have been huge holes just in the | ast
week with a couple of announcenents.
Massachusetts and the Vineyard Wnd Conpany cane
out with a totally insignificant mtigation and
conpensation plan with virtually no input
what soever from fishernen.

This norning, the U S. Coast Guard
rel eased its MARI PARS report. In English, it's an
access route study, that was deplete of nany
coments that had been put in. They settled for
one nautical mle spacing, and with the w nd

towers, the wind turbines, and their reasoni ng was
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that the five turbines off of Block Island, which
are spaced only half a nautical mle apart, didn't
present a sufficient study area where they could

| ook into radar interference of these wi nd towers,
and we know that down in Cape May, the proposal
down there is 0.67 nautical ml e spaci ng between

t he towers.

So, this plea is that what's goi ng on,
on the West Coast, is going to be different than
what's on the East Coast because we're going to be
dealing with floating turbines, as opposed to
those that are anchored, and, so, nany of the
problens will be the sane, but there wll be
di fferent and new problens, and I would say, with
what's going on with BOEM and the | essons they've
| earned on the East Coast, they're really speeding
al ong on the West Coast, and we're probably at
| east two years behind where we should be, in
ternms of fisheries research. Marine mammals are
| npact ed, what routes about nmarine manmmal s and
fish may change, and the interferences there. So,

t hank you very much for this opportunity to speak

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 27/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 1 Page: 223

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

to you all, and I really want to put in a plug for
focusing nore of NMFS s energy on probably the
bi ggest threat to U S. Fisheries, perhaps even
bi gger than 1 UU fishing. Thank you.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Peter. W
appreci ate your comments. | understand we have
one nore, N chol as?

VR. Pl EPER: Yes, one nore -- MG ew

Rice, and | wll unnmute hi m now.
MR RICE: Hey, Archie?
MR SOLIAI: H, MGew
MR RICE: Do you hear ne, Archie, okay?
MR, SCLIAI: Yep. The floor is yours.

MR RICE Ckay. | want to reiterate
what Eric Kingma just said because |I'mhaving to
cone -- our charter fleet is having to conpete
wth Eric and the long line fleet for the sane
anount of noney, and our charter fleet brings in
about $50 mllion a year, to the state of Hawaii,
and our tournanents bring in a good portion of
that, and having the -- the owner-operators of our

charter fleet haven't been able to get the | oans
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t hat the bi gger conpani es have been able to get,
and there's -- they're pretty nuch -- |1'd say a
bunch of themw || be out of business, here,
because our permts have been pulled, and we don't
know when the DNLR will give us our permts back.
So, they're having to conpete for that noney with
the long line fleet. It's a pretty big deal
because, you know, here, you' ve got two busi nesses
that bring in $150 mllion to the state of Hawaii,
and, you know, it's just not right. Thanks.
That's what |'d say.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,

MG ew. W appreciate the comments and | ook
forward to (inaudible). Thank you, everyone, for
the comments. N cholas, did you have any nore?

MR. PIEPER. Yes, that was the third
one. Ckay.

MR, SCLIAI: Gkay. There being no
further coments, | think we are done for the
agenda for today.

(Wher eupon, at 6:28 p.m, the
PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned.)
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