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PROCEEDI NGS
(1:50 p.m)

MR. SOLI Al: (Good norning everyone, good

af t ernoon, good eveni ng, wherever you may be.
Wel cone to the second day of our May CCC Meeti ng.
| hope everybody had a good rest. | apol ogize, |
had to | eave yesterday because | still had to go
to work while all of you were partying up. So |
figure I'll have a good day today.

So we'll start where we left off
yesterday. Yesterday we conpleted the public
coment to Item Nunber 6 on our agenda. Do we
have recommendati ons ready from yesterday?

M5. SIMONDS: Archie, no, we're taking
themat the end of the day. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Oay. Al right. W'l|
nove on with Managenent and Budget update, and
Bri an Paw ak.

MR. PAW.AK: Thank you. Everyone, this
Is Brian Pawl ak speaking. | assune that folks can
hear me? It kind of cleared up a little, nowit's

comng in loud and cl ear.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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| think Nicholas is going to help with
the presentation for ne here. And |'mgoing to
ask himto advance slides when |'mready to go.
So if there are any awkward pauses, | mght be
clicking back and forth through nmy screens instead
of looking at the present slide as well.

| appreciate the invitation to cone tal k
to this group again. Let's doit. Wth this
presentation | give a couple (inaudible) this
group. But | walk through the (inaudible) where
we are in the budget process. Probably nost
i nterest and nost specific to this group is at the
slide toward the end here, we'll tal k about where
our council budgets and where we sit with the
current active budget, or nore specifically the
Presi dent's budget as well.

So again, glad to be here, glad to take

guestions at the end, | think that's the fornmat.
W'l | take questions from Watson at the end of the
meet i ng.

So | think if you go onto the next

slide, Nicholas. As | said, we'll | ook at FY20

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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where we're already enacted. W'Ill | ook back and
address sone of the things we discussed | ast
meeting when we tal ked about characterizing and
putting into the grafts sone of the budget |ines
in a nore sinple format than that's invol ved and
running to an FY21 project request and actually
rolls up, you know, the different budget |ines you
got that we are all considering as base budget.
That rolls that up into the President's budget to
a singular budget l[ine wwth the Councils
comm ssi oned budget line. So we'll get to that in
sone detail as well.

Ready to go to the next slide. And as |
typically do, sone background here just on the
type of budget process. | knowit's not sonething
everyone lives every day so we'll wal k through
just a bit of how the whol e process works and the
schedul e and where we are.

| did have a chance to talk to a nunber
of the Executive Directors two nonths ago and we
got into sone details on the President's budget.

@ ad to go over those all again for the | arger

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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crowd here. But hopefully this should go
snoot her, since we did wal k through that sone. |
think still this fram ng can hel p how t he budget
wor ks, budget cycl e, budget process here.

Just flagging where we are now, so start
on the right hand with the green witing here
which is the waiting for Congressional marks on
FY20/21. So that's where we are right now
Congress has actively considering the '21 budget.
A |l ot of communi cation back and forth between the
H Il and the agency on questions and answers and
we' re obviously fast working to put together a
budget proposal for this year.

But that typically does for us in the
spring and summer nonths, it gives a signal for
what m ght get enacted, a very strong signal from
the house and a set of marks that are typically
concluded by the end of sumer, usually a pretty
strong indication of where the (inaudible) enacted
Is. That's probably not final until it is
enacted, but it gives us a chance to plan and

communi cate with Congress between any House or

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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Senat e markup between now and their final markup
and potentially make changes and adj ustnents and
| nput to Congress on what the inpact mght be in
any particul ar proposal.

You know, | started here on the
right-hand side which is waiting for congressi onal
mar kups. Let's zoomall the way back over to the
| eft-hand side of the slide here where Cctober, as
nost people know, is the start of our fiscal year,
begi nni ng in Cctober, 20109.

We are under CR, a couple CRs first
quarter. First CR, sorry, CR for those continuing
resolution, so authority to operate without a full
budget from Congress. And we ended up with an
enact ed budget Decenber 20th, so that was pretty
good for us this year. It was at |east earlier
than many years in the past.

And for those not famliar with the
budget process, we have the CRs extend all the way
into March and April before we get the noney from
Congress. And for all of us work we can nake

decisions, so we're glad to see at |east we got it

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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in the first quarter.

And even under the CR | think good news
for us, at l|least a success story that | credit ny
grants teamfor, we were able to do a lot of the
grants, execution of the Councils early, start
that process early and get a |l ot of the awards
made regardless of the CR In the years past,
it's been good for a while now W often had to
wait until the CRs were conpl eted and marked after
that so we can get awards out. W're doing nuch
better than that across the board the | ast couple
of years, and | think this year early we got 100%
of the first year in new awards out the door in a
pretty tinmely fashion.

Let's | ook at the cal endar again. The
President's budget release in February, talk about
that briefly. See where we are in just a fixed
schedule there with the check is going to point to
the highlight where we are. And we're already
starting to talk with, generally, wth, you know,
budget FY22. But those conversations obviously

remain kind of adm nistratively confidential until
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we get a chance to release the President's budget.
So we should be involved in two, if not three,
budget years at any tine in the budget talks.

Go to the next slide. | think a couple
of things mght be mssing there. Thank you, it
was cut off at first. So this is just a big
hi ghl i ght graphi cal display of where we are in the
FY20 active budget. The active budget |ooks quite
strong for us and close to $950 million. W can
get an active budget as characterized by this
illustration and illustration proposals. Active
budgets continue to be way above and beyond the
President's budget request. The trend is actually
| ncreasi ng every year so noney was getting from
Congress is a strong signal for our organization,
for our activities.

The graphics on the front of the page
there, you can just see the different program
areas, protective resources, fishery signs and
managenent, enforcenent, and habitat conversation.
Slight increases in all of those areas we have

each year. And that's generally good news for
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1 fisheries. A nunber of these increases do cone
2 with what we're seeing in an increase in

3 congressional ly directed | anguage, either

4 suggestions or direct "you shall" |anguage for how
5 we spend sone of this noney. So we don't have

6 flexibility to route all this noney as we choose,
7 we find ourselves influenced by Congress. So

8 overall good picture of the general trend of what
9 was goi ng on with our budget, particularly in

10 | i ght of sone other happenings we see is bearing
11 across the governnment in the past few years.

12 Next slide. This is just a reference

13 slide really. W noted the President's budget,

14 even though it's in February now, the Bl ue Book,
15 I f you're not famliar wth our process, is a
16 docunent that characterizes all the NOAA | evel

17 budgets at a pretty high level, a pretty high
18 summary | evel, goes into a lot of details,

19 probably not going to get it here. But this is

20 just a reference page pointing to this if you need
21 it, alittle bit overtaken by tine and events
22 here. |It's been out for a while but just
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reference it here if you need it.

Go to the next slide. 1'd like to show
this slide just for no official reason, it's
within the NOAA budget. W go fromthe 18 percent
of the total budget, just flag it because as we're
al ways tal king about it's within the Council
funding and being with the NOAA fisheries. W are
obviously within (inaudible) |ots of
considerations for (inaudible) by hitting ceilings
and hitting (inaudible) ceiling. And this is
close to $5 billion nunber here for NOAA. W're
part of that, we're part of that community, part
of that group. Any considerations we have in
budgeti ng have been nmade in the |ight of NOAA and
t he other groups that obviously participate as
this chart depicts. And it's obviously com ng
nore and nore apparent even this year w thout sone
of the white ships sailing, we're highly dependent
on OMAO and the funding they receive for us to
operate our surveillance pl atforns.

Next slide. You get here just a gl ance

agai n, a visual snapshot of where we sit in our

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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budgeting and how it's spent for the past years.
But we're here just depicting kind of the | evel of
fundi ng across the different years but in 2018
enact ed, 2019 enacted, 2020 enacted, to the 2021
present budget request, so not enacted. So you
can see across the board there where sone changes
have been nade. But fishery disaster mtigation
fund, a couple of years of that provided by
Congress, that was not provided in '20 enacted
budget for starting preparations. W obviously
recei ved sone other disaster funding, but not this
Cor ps- based program

Agai n, the President's budget largely
focuses on elimnating grant prograns overall for
fisheries, roughly $100 mllion, $110 mllion
reduction in the President's budget conpared to
enacted. And you can see just that the Pacific
Coast Sal non Recovery budget here, the orange bar,
that's one of the large grant progranms hit and
used to neet the President's budget, fielding
requests in the President's budget process. And

as well as enforcenent, you can see the sane there

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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in the blue. W are still are (inaudible)

enf or cenent cooperative agreenent program but

t hat has not been accepted by Congress in any of
t he past years of proposals.

In this particular snapshot here and |
think we can go through this slide. N cholas, it
mght be a little further, | think you can pick up
where we get House marks and Senate marks until we
get an enacted budget. It is here just depicting
where we had sone problens with | anguage whi ch no
| onger exists. | just flag it here because | know
there's a couple questions via email fromthe
Council Chairs and executives that was in fact
sustai nable fisheries, on this particular
| anguage. So the House marked 2020, so house
mar ked basically the draft of budget or initial
budget proposal fromthe house side. It had this
| anguage regardi ng i ssues to ecosystem pl ans, and
it provided this funding, or referenced this
funding and (inaudible). The big red X here is
obvi ously crossed zeros, that that |anguage did

not make it into the final budget.
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There's one renmai ning, conference
reports and the final budget. But what was
changed in the | anguage was the big green check
box here next to the |anguage that it retained.
The comm ttee encourages NOAA to work in an open
and col |l aborative way with states during actions
that effect state waters, pretty generic
statenent .

So this flag here, | have no questions,
al t hough the last couple nonths regarding this.
|"mjust flagging nore directly, you know this
250K is not available, it was part of the
al | ocati on process since this | anguage did not
sustain itself in the final budget. The |anguage,
as with the big green check marks here, indicates
it did sustain itself.

And the Senate nmarked | anguage, this did
get retained in the final budget that was an
exi sting mark which just points to prior changing
work. And again, pretty generic statenent and |
don't think any direct specific acts in here as

sone of our shell itens woul d be. | think it's
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j ust an encouragenent statenent of an approach
that | think we all, you guys already undert ake.
So that's a rough single pass presentation, but we
had this | anguage just cone up that we di scussed
bef or e.

Next slide please. Al right. So this
i s probably nore the substance of what everyone is
interested in and focused on is the 2020 Counci |
funding. So this would be enacted funding in
2020. As you can see, we still have an FY20, the
Regi onal Council's issues and comm ssi on budget
line of PPA. This is the presentation here is
only for the regional Council's portion. You can
see the "19 levels that is the first of like 20
spend line levels in the second colum and the net
breakout across all of the Council's pretty
standard di spl ay of what we've been presenting
before for the Council's budget. Again, small but
slight increase in '20.

The Fi sheries Managenent Program PPA,
| ook at the left-hand side of your screen, second

row. This is the place where we tal ked | ast
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neeting, where you see Councils received a regqul ar
upgrade for a good 10 years, 15 years of regul ar
appropriations, or regular allocation of
(i naudi bl €) managenent budget lines. Not the
Council ones, not the line above it. As we
di scussed | ast neeting, the Fisheries Managenent
Program that services PPA, it wll grow, was
conpri sed of a nunber of different things, four or
five different things that were based on
deci si ons, sone a decade ago.

Wth FY20, we tal ked about, as Chris
Aiver likes to call them like the phrase he
uses, the crunbs. Scoop those the crunbs display
themin here into one budget |ine, and your grant
awards | think hopefully reflected the fact that
it was one budget |line and not all the disparity
for much of the lines that used to have it here.
And that was for FY20, it shows FY20 anounts.
Simlarly this is data collection surveys and
assessnents, PPA. There's a portion of the
funding fromthat budget |ine, below of 11,000 or

12,000. It's typically gone directly to the
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Council|l as displayed here. And then FY20 if we
retain that affinity to the budget |line, the
appropriated lines, but do a little bit of rolling
up and cleaning up to keep it sinplified with the
grant awards. We'Il talk about it in a couple of
slides here, the FY21 one President's budget, we
go a step further and roll all of these |ines and
t he anounts, the dollar amounts as well into the
| arger regional Councils' line and basically
solidified that as your base in the FY21 budget.
Can you go on to the next slide, please?
So the display here is just showi ng the
suppl enental PPAs, or the crunbs, the differing
| evel s of funding that you've got fromthis
managenent programlines in the orange, the orange
part of the bar graph there. This is the Fish
Managenent Program and Services that was
(i naudi ble). A peer review analysis | think was
kind of sone of the things that were had in the
ot her categories of funding. The right green
line, the very bottomline, the stock assessnent

line, so just |like the table above, it's the sane
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display of information but puts it in a bar graph
form
(I naudi bl e) 15. W tal ked about
this before, is the anmount of
fundi ng received in extra funding
outside the fisheries Councils'
base, has largely been stati c,
remain the sane. But we have the
one drop up there in '18,
activating Chris diver's input,
what are you doi ng, would be nore
to the rate of streamlining effort.
So largely that nunber has been the
sane, it's stood that way for a nunber of years.
Qur decision was to roll that into your base and
give you flexibility on how you nanage that as the
basic as this was static, it's that nuch in m nd
with the consistency if you get it. And it just
gi ves you sone accounting for one, and gives you
nore flexibility in spending there. You can step
away fromthe exact uses you were, which they

provided this noney for in 2014 or even closer. |
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think the next slide will show that even a little
bit nore.

Go on. So here you've got the sane
information largely displayed simlarly but rolled
back and now we're including the Regional Councils
Fi sheries' Conmm ssions budget |ine, again the
conbi ned budget |ine Council comm ssions. Up
above where your portion cones from So this is
the budget line, this is the line that Congress
puts noney into between Councils and fish
comm ssi ons, and councils cones out as a portion
of that is explained in previous slides. So
enact ed budget |ater on $40 mllion, the
President's budget for that budget line in total,
we're looking at $40 mllion. But if you drop one
| ine below, that top line to the Regi onal
Councils' line, you'll see what we're requesting
in the President's budget is $33 mllion, 33.9
mllion, an increase of the FY20 enacted. You can
see to the right in the gray columm, that increase
is just shy of a $6 mllion increase for Regi onal

Counci | s.
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And next line | wll walk through that
in detail what -- go back, go back. 1'll walk
through that in detail of what that $5.9 mllion
I ncrease is. The next slide. Just swagi ng what
can cause confusion when you go to the Bl ue Book,

when you hear about the Council and Fishery

Comm ssion's budget |ine, you have got to renenber

that the display in sone of the appropriated
docunentation is the Iine that contains Fishery
Comm ssions and Councils, as we're often tal king
about just the Councils' portion. That can throw
peopl e of f.

And you see how we get to our nunber
here. W have Regional Councils, this top flat
line for the Councils. Sonewhere we get the
headroom for that is the back off of the enacted
anmount, the anmount that Congress gave fish
comm ssions, interstate fish comm ssions. And we
reduced that in the President budget and are able
to get sone roomin Regional Councils,

Comm ssion's overal |l budget |ine.

A good part of the story line here
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though is the President's budget is asking for
Regi onal Councils to take the [ast year's
President's budget and conpare to enacted. It's a
strong statenent but Regional Councils, | think
they're good statenents, a strong statenent but
al so a good statenent in the President's budget is
the President's budget request for Conm ssions and
Councils', I"'msorry, Conmm ssions and interstate
commi ssions is nore than the President's budget
has been in the past, still shy of enacted but
it's still a statenent of support for the
comm ssions that | think it's closest to an
enact ed budget.

Thank you. Can | have the next slide?
| want to spend a little tine to show how we build
Regi onal Councils' budget that you just saw at
this point. And now this is just now com ng down
to you guys since the Councils' budget line is no
| onger the Comm ssion budget line. So you see
what we have here, we have an FY20 enacted budget
27.9 mllion. Wat we have done in the '21

President's budget is we've asked for a technical
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adjustnment, 4.85 mllion. This is basically the
crunbs, this is the mscellaneous itens we have,
our fish national prograns rolled up and asked to
be placed, taken out of those budget |ines and put
into this budget line. And although this

parent hetical statenment here, right here, this
45.1 bl ue, says budget neutral. This is budget
neutral but we al so added about 4 percent to that
nunber to cover for any inflationary costs or

I ncreases |ike that that that m ght happen over
the years. This is even a little nore than just a
budget neutral, so called. So in addition to that
techni cal adjustnent which includes a spike from
the actuals, we also had roomto ask for basically
1.1 mllion, and that cones from pl aci ng

consi deration for end program adj ust nents.

We cone to the next slide. | know this
gets quite detailed, and we can take questions
after this about it, these tables are a bit
confusing. They're confusing for ne and | | ook
probably every other day. So effectively it | ooks

| i ke the FY21 proposals are the sane nunbers
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presented possibly in the sane way. You have your
Regi onal Councils budget |ine, very top nunber
there in the left-hand corner. (inaudible)
allocation for 33.8 mllion. Wat that's
conprised of in the space of just show ng you,
we've rolled up stock adjustnment support that was
in the past, conputer new support of the past, and
that is rolled up into the top |line nunbers for

t he Counci | s.

And one reason | display it this way is
the Executive Directors had asked, they still want
to keep (inaudible) allocation on this, an
al |l ocati on process that (inaudible) fornula, one
that over the lifetine type year between the
(i naudi ble) fisheries. So the formula wll remain
in effect, it is ny understanding is the desire of
the Council, for the base funding for the
Comm ssi on, Council on Conmm ssions and Counci |
line. But right now the desire, at least in the
| mredi ate year, is to keep the allocation as it
was distributed, stock assessnents or peer review

support.
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(I naudi bl e) showing it here to the
present where that noney cones
from You got the bottom couple
rows here you see that's just kind
of faded out right here, because
that actually depicts what's
getting rolled up in those budget
lines. You'll no |longer see from
t hose budget |lines an allocation to
your
(i naudi bl e) that should be in the
Presi dent's budget accepted, that
wll be in the Councils' budget
| i ne.
Next slide. This is what it |ooks |ike
when it's cleaned up. This is it cleaned up a
little bit nore, basically the sane table as you
saw before, it's just a little cleaner with
showi ng a display of kind of budget |ines are just
cl earing so we have FY21 budget of 33.8 mllion.
You can still see the support for stock systens

and peer review support which will cone out of
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that top budget |line but allocated a bit
differently than the fornul a based approach, is ny
under st andi ng and desire fromthe Executive
Directors. Again, sone of this I'mjust show ng
it cleaned up a little bit.

Next slide, please. Kind of sunm ng up
here, w ndi ng dowmn here. The present budget
reflects strong support for the Councils. You've
got sonme progranmatic increases here in the 1.1
mllion there that was there. You' ve also got a
sinplified budget structure including the
technical HEV and that allows us for a little bit
of inflationary increases in that. And | think
gi ven particularly when you saw in those earlier
graphs of the reduction that you've seen to other
parts of fisheries, a strong statenent of support
here for the Councils fromthe President's budget
and increases that we received fromthe H Il as
wel | which showed strong support for the that as
wel | .

Next slide. Again, just show ng what we

presented on '21 is a request to Congress, present
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request. We'll have to see what the Congress does
and see what they will do in the enacted budget.
W will hope to have that first signal of that
here in the next couple nonths if not next couple
weeks fromthe House and Senate marks. It also
gives us tinme to discuss with the HIIl if they
have questi ons about our proposals and, you know,
changes that need to be nade. W had briefed the
H Il on this (inaudible) a couple (inaudible) that
tell a story well and explain it well, and we're
just now waiting to see what the next budget cycle
will be.

Next slide. That's it. So besides ne
not being able to see anyone's faces during this
talk, I hope that was clear. If not |I'd be gl ad
to take questions and try to address them If we
need to go back to slides | can nmaybe point ne to
t he page nunber, slide nunber to get back to. But
| turn it back to the Chair to direct the
gquestions | believe.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Brian, very

I nformati ve presentation. So I'll open it up for
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gquestions and/or comments. W'IlI| take the sane
order that we did yesterday, started fromthe
North Pacific.

MR WTHERELL: | don't have any
questions or coments.

MR, SCLIAI: Okay. Next, Pacific?

MR. TRACY: Yes, thanks. Question on
Slide 13, Brian. So you nentioned a 4 percent
i ncrease, inflationary increase, and | think you
said that the third colum there, the 4851
represented a 4 percent increase. Then | see in
the next columm over that's also an inflationary
program adjustnment. So were there two sort of
i nflationary increases to the budget?

MR. PAW.AK: Yeah. And this gets really
into the budget process. The first nunber, the
4851, we were able to present to NOAA that this
kind of fisheries, this is the technical ATV we
need, we wll put that forward. Like | said, it
w || be added, sone buffer for inflationary
possibilities.

The second nunber, although it's the
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sanme termnology in a different way, it's really
an inflationary increase that Congress gives us.

So it's kind of two places you got the increase
based on inflationary. This won't be counting in
the map to kind of get there. And one way to view
it isit's kind of irrelevant in this, that that's
t he noney, that would be the proposed budget. How
we add it up there is | don't think it's

(i naudi ble) is what the nunber is. But it shows

t he nmechani cs of how we produce them So the
funds are inflationary. But | think the bottom

| ine was that those increases exist and it's kind
of, it's less role of how they got there.

(obviously the technical ATV is very relevant, a

| ot of reasons to sustain them A portion of that
is inflation and a portion of it is progranmtic.

| f that hel ps.

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks. W al ways
just like to know, you know, we do |ike to get our
hands dirty a little bit.

MR. PAW.AK: Yeah, | guess.

MR. WTHERELL: But we do appreciate the
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1 (i naudi bl e) .
2 MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. Marc, you have
3 any questions?
4 MR. GORELNIK: | do not.
5 MR. ANDERSON: And none here.
6 MR, SCLIAI: ay. Thank you. Moving
7 on to the Caribbean Council?
8 MR. ROLON: W don't have any comment at
9 this tinme. Thank you.
10 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Mguel. ulf
11 Counci | ?
12 M5. SIMMONS:. Yes. Thank you, M.
13 Chai rman. No questions. | just wanted to thank
14 Brian for hel ping us and neeting with us and
15 answering all our questions. Appreciate that.
16 MR. PAW.AK: No problem
17 MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. The South
18 Atl antic?
19 MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions, thank
20 you.
21 MR SCLIAI: Al right. Md-Atlantic?
22 DR. MOORE: No questions. Thank you.
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MR, SCLI Al: New Engl and?

MR NES: | don't have any questions
M. Chair. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Western
Pacific?

M5. SIMONDS: No questions, but again to
also ditto Carrie, really thanking Brian for all
t he back and forth that we went over the | ast
several nonths. And we really appreciate it and
t hanks for this conprehensive presentation.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. Thank you
again, Brian, for a very informative presentation.

MR, PAWLAK: Any follow up afterwards
feel free to reach out. | knowit's kind of hard
wth this format, | can't see you fol ks' reactions
| ooking at it this way w thout (inaudible).

MR, SCLIAI: Phil or Marc?

MR. ANDERSON. | do not have any.

MR. GORELNI K:  And none here.

MR OLIVER M. Chairman. Thanks a
| ot, Brian that was the shortest budget discussion

| recall in CCC
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MR, PAWLAK:  Well we did a | ot of
di scussion | ast few nonths and weeks through email
and sone other things, that m ght have hel ped a
| ot | think.

MR. SCLI Al: Thanks again. Ckay.
Movi ng al ong to our next agenda item Funding for
Basic Surveys. So I'll turn the floor over to
Csco. | do apologize, we're still having
technical issues here wwth ny canera, so if you
can't see ne, we're going to try to work on it as
we go along. So I'lIl turn the floor over to
G sco.

MR WERNER: Great. Thanks, M.
Chai rman, great to be back agai n today.

If | can have the first slide please,
Ni cholas. Yeah. So this is anitem 1'll be
covering a couple of things. The di scussi on on
basi ¢ surveys, and the fundi ng associated wth
that. But there was sort of a substantive request
for the presentation whichis, it is related to
ongoi ng fundi ng for surveys but also the second

part is research on critical information needs and
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itens. It tal ked about the research on critical

i nformati on needs had to do with, what kind of
data do we need to collect, how are we collecting
it and where do we see going in the future.

So if | could have the next slide
please. It is a bar chart that, see when it cones
up. There we go, thanks. It's a bar chart that
you m ght have seen in sone formbefore so it's
the last 15 years of, in this case, white ship
days at sea (DAS). So this is the only OVAO
conducted days at sea, as | said, for the last 15
years.

The green bars are what we refer to as
DAS funded days, which neans this is funding that
OMAO has. And the yellow bars are what we refer
to as program funds, which is sonething that we
provi de, we being fisheries, provide to OMAO to be
abl e to conduct surveys that otherw se they
woul dn't be able to do. Again, this is only
dealing wiwth OMAO s survey, charters are separate.

And as you see, a couple of things

energe. Over the last 15 years there's been a
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decrease in the nunber of days at sea. There are
sone fluctuations, sone having to do, you know, in
the mddle point there, 2010, '11, '12, when the
econony, took its hit and downturn back then. And
then, there was a nonent when it increased a
little bit and then it's dropped down agai n and
that drop nost recently had to do with the
decision by OMAO to invest in nechanical and in

ot her upkeep of vessels. The hope is that this

| ast downturn would then pick up, and we're going
to see if that really happens or not.

And then, we could get into the details
of the differences in the little yell ow bars but
as you see, it varies fromyear to year depending
on the nunber of issues that we could get into.
But the nessage here is the one that you see of a
const ant decrease wth sonewhat fl uctuating
signals on top of it.

Wth regard to the charter days that
woul d be a separate issue. And | don't have a
slide for that. W of course, for exanple |ast

year we received support for charters for the
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Al aska surveys and West Coast G oundfish survey
and others. That is handled in a different way and
|i ke | said, we can tal k about that separately if
you W sh.

The bottom bar there that's hard to
read, but those are basically the nunbers, the
dol l ar anbunts. Not the bottom part, but the
bottom strip of nunbers down there are the dollar
anounts that we again, NMFS, would attribute to
t hose yel |l ow add-ons, you know. And for exanple
this year, we had about $2.7 mllion that we were
going to contribute to these white ship surveys
t hat woul d have resulted in about 180 added days
on the white ships. That noney is all com ng back
because we are not going to be able to conduct
sone of those surveys. And again, we can talk
about that |ater.

So I'"'mgoing to get alittle bit now
into the research and into the critical
i nformati on needs for progressive broader
portfolio that we | ook at to nmake it happen.

Next slide, please? This is a slide |
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borrowed from Bob Foy. Actually it's a version of
a slide that he presented earlier in the year to
the Council, to the North Pacific Council. And
it's enblematic or it's representative of the

bal anci ng that has to happen in terns of the
survey and research portfolio that all the science
centers have, where you have to bal ance directed
fishery surveys, ecosystem surveys, narine mamal
surveys and stock assessnents and al so the
activities having to do wth, observer or

soci oeconom c research as well.

And we need to bal ance this because,
there's a nunber of issues that we acknow edge
that are going on, and sone of these canme up in
di scussi on yesterday that, deal with environnental
variability and changing climte that we need to
account for, we need to use that and build
resilience, at |east understand, these shifting
states. Balance that with evol vi ng nanagenent
tools, and al so anticipate changes of habit.

So we can't assune that things wll

remain the sane. W know that they won't remain
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the same. So we have to strive to bal ance, what
our information needs to address the pallet, if
you wll, of activities that we take on.

And the next slide, please, would
suggest then that, taking at the sanme pallet now,
but dropped to the background we use that

information to provide the best, advice to

fisheries managenent which, in turn, relies on our

st ock assessnent of each system and the econom c

assessnment activities.

So that's part of our research portfolio

that's expandi ng our mssion in conplexity and
scope, if you wll. Again, there is increased
uncertainty if we don't do this, and a coupl e of
tinmes yesterday there was a nention of the
non-stationarity of the system W realize that
that non-stationarity inplies that we have to
evolve in what we think and what we sanple. And
that's part of that bal ance that we have to | ook
at .

If | can have the next slide please.

|'"'mgoing to junp back now into surveys. So |
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went from days at sea and where we are to
expanding mssion to now I'mgoing to end just at
a very high level just kind of review ng existing
survey net hods and where we're going to go from
her e.

This slide here is just a collage of
things that | think you're all famliar wth which
tal ks about how we do surveys in a cl assical
sense. On the left side, where we have the white
ships that collect fisheries sanples, they do
acoustics, and they do trawl surveys. And that's
per haps our neat and potatoes, if you will, of how
we' ve done things quite successfully.

On the right side or the right half of
the slide are things that, maybe two, three years
ago were relatively new. And they still are, but
we' ve made a great deal of advances on them The
picture of the sail drone on it, three years ago
we were wondering if it was going to work. This
year, we are relying on sone of it. | shouldn't
say relying, but that we're using to perhaps make

up sone of the lost surveys. So it's robust
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enough that we now | aunched it up to the Bering
Sea. As well as sone of the new technol ogi es that
we tal ked about in terns of video capabilities,
many of which were pioneered on the Pacific
| slands and in other places to be able to | ook at
systens that are in untraw abl e habitats and ot her
pl aces.

So this is, right now what | think would
be a reasonable representation of our current
uni verse of survey nethods, at |east a good chunk
of them

The next slide, if we could go to it, is
where we're going. |If you notice one thing, you
have to | ook kind of hard here, where's the ship
in the slide? And as a matter of fact |
accidentally may have not included a ship in this
slide. | knowit's by accident because ships
certainly are part of the future. But there are a
whol e | ot of other things that we will rely on in
terns of our information needs for research,
assessnment, and managenent advi ce.

And we' ve tal ked about how unmanned
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systens are part of it, we've tal ked about
nol ecul ar approaches are part of it certainly, you
know, in sone places we're looking at it and we're
begi nning to build understanding of what can and
can't be done. At the sane tine there's, again,
unmanned systens in terns of |istening to sound,
and in the case of marine mammal s. Wal e
vocal i zations are listened to wth depl oyed active
acoustical noorings and others that don't require
us necessarily to be there, being there at sea.
And all of this cones together in the
broader sense of big data. W've all heard of the
termof big data. And the picture there on the
top right is supposed to represent an ocean of
data, all those binary zeros and ones are that.
And as well as increased conputational capability
and increased artificial intelligence conponents.
And so the way that we think about how data is
going to be five, 10, 15 years fromnow, isS going
to be quite different than, say, in the previous -
goi ng backwards - five, 10, or 15 years. | nean

we expect there to be a significant junp. W
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expect there to be data that is not only collected
by us. | nean we will be part of a big data effort
where we begin to bring in data from sources that
we weren't the preparer of. And al so how we
analyze it. It's not just a matter of how the
data was coll ected, but how we analyze it. And I
think that this is sonething that clearly is part
of where we're going.

And the next slide, if | could, please.
You' ve heard ne tal k about this before, but now
these strategies, these four strategies on
unmanned systens, artificial intelligence, omcs
and C oud conputing were released earlier in the
year. These are now final, available in the
public domain and released. This is sonething
that Admral GGallaudet and a whol e host of teans
participated in developing this. This is a
crossline office priority, it was presented al so
at the White House at a neeting in | think in
Novenber | ast year.

And these strategi es represent the next

steps that we're hel ping define. The next step is
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t he devel opnent of what's called the

| npl enentation Plan. The inplenentation plans
take the ideas of these four docunents, or the

i deas of what it is that we can do to how we're
going to do it. And the target for the

| npl enentation plan on how we're going to do it is
sonetine later this calendar year. Again, this is
a multi-line office effort, with crossline office
teans working on it.

If I could go to the last slide, |'m
done with the presentation and | want to thank you
and open it for questions. But again, in sunmary,
hopefully | was able to tell you where we are in
terns of our operations day to day right now, how
our mssion is perhaps expanding and getting nore
conplex. And again, | don't think this is newto
anybody because | think yesterday's conversations
very nicely captured that, as well as where we're
going in this next step.

And I'Il close by saying, we tal ked
bef ore about a next generation data acquisition

plan. And this next generation data acquisition
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plan will ook forward five, 10, 15 years from
now, so different horizons in terns of what data
needs to be collected, howit wll be collected,
how it wll be analyzed, and so on.

And so why don't | stop there. Again,
|'"'mglad to take questions on any of these. And
agai n, thank you for your attention.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Csco. Geat presentation. W'Il|l open the floor
up for any questions. North Pacific.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, M.

Chairman. This is Dave, Csco. | have a question

regardi ng fundi ng. Wat happens to the funding
that was set aside for surveys in 2020. And wll
t hose be, according to all those additional funds
that were set aside for the Pacific and the North
Paci fic, what happens to that? WII all that
fundi ng be available for surveys in 2021, or even
20227

MR. VWERNER: Yes, thanks for the
guestion. M answer is that, when | spoke to the

fol ks up at the Al aska Center, they are already
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wor ki ng on forward fundi ng surveys for next year.
So they're working to have a full suite survey
next year to nmake up for this year and hopefully
nore, if there are additional. So the short
answer to your question is that we're noving ahead
wth it. The current estimate is that we probably
wi Il not have a problemw th forward fundi ng sone
of these surveys and be able to conduct them So
they woul d be available for that, yes.

MR. WTHERELL: Just a follow up
coment. You tal ked about kind of a new
technol ogy i n nodeling approaches. |'mkind of
curious, do you see that as substitute eventually
for our bread and butter, you know, bottomtraw
and acoustic surveys, or do you foresee our
st andardi zed surveys continuing indefinitely and
t hen enhanced by technol ogy?

MR VWERNER: | think alittle bit of
both. | think that for the foreseeable, and
that's why | want to be careful to say that our
next generation data acquisition should be thought

about in terns of the next five years, the next 10
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years, and the next 20 years. So we're not going
to turn on a dine, | think that, for the next five
years what we need to do is continue what we're
doi ng, the bread and butter that we do well. |
mean we're doing a lot of things very well, which
we hopefully wll be able to see how we enhance
the data that we collect, and then if there are
ways that we can slowy transition fromthe way we
did it to hopefully -- at sone point -- proven

| nproved ways of doing things, then we would do

t hat .

But it's a process, it won't be an event
in terms of how we nove forward to the new
observati onal data collection and anal yti cal
capabilities. Each one of which will take tine
and as | said, it's not an event when we're going
to change fromone to the other, it'll be
sonething that we do slowy and gradually.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Pacific
Counci | ?

MR. TRACY: Thanks for the presentation,
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Csco. | don't have any questions. | do maybe
sonething for the Western Pacific staff. | was
not able to see Cisco's presentation. | was

wondering if we could get that posted. It |ooks

| i ke the presentation under this agenda item was
the one fromyesterday. So just so we can go back
and take a | ook at that presentation. So thanks,
Ci sco, appreciate the input. dad to hear that
the forward funding aspect is a possibility.

MR. WERNER: Yeah. Thanks, Chuck. And
there are two presentations so if you have any
probl ens getting either one of theml'mglad to
just share themw th you directly, so.

MR SOLIAI: Go ahead, Chuck.

MR. TRACY: Thank you. You did a good
j ob.

MR. ANDERSON: Thanks very nmuch. Well
this may be ny last chance in this forumto
reiterate some of ny concerns |'ve expressed
previously, Cisco. And first of all let ne just
say | appreciate the forward thinking and

pro-active approach that the Science Center is
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taking in terns of either acquisition with | ooking
ahead to inprovenents and how we can enhance a | ot
of the data collection that we have that we know
IS so inportant to doing an incredible job of
managi ng the stocks and conpl exes.

In the neantine | know that we have been
chal l enged to provide and find sufficient funding
for those kind of specific surveys, both bottom
trawl and acoustic surveys. And | certainly
recall when we were in North Carolina | ast year
that we had a significant concern about the
significant reduction in the nunber of days that
were available with the reduced funding for traw
surveys in particular. | think those were largely
associ ated with charter vessels.

So again, | appreciate the pro-active
way the Science Center is noving ahead, but at the
sane tine | just want to again reinforce ny
concern for those basic approaches to surveys that
we have used and have been i nproving upon al ong
the way, particularly in the acoustic world, that

have enhanced our ability to do a better job of
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stock assessnent.

And so while all of the innovative
approaches are appreciated, | don't want us to go
in that direction in such an aggressi ve way that
we | ose sight of the inportance of the basic data
that's needed for managi ng our fisheries and the
stocks that are within the vari ous Regi onal
Council s purvi ew.

MR. WERNER: Yes. No, thanks, Phil, a
| ot, and point taken. And this year, we did have
the full suite of surveys covered. And we had to
unfortunately cancel the first two for Covid
reasons, obviously. Then what we did was perhaps
juggle so that the two surveys that are |left over
I n August/ Septenber would be with the higher-end
vessels, if you wll, charter vessels still to be

able to do the things that we're m ssing and

mtigate perhaps sone of the loss of the first two

surveys.
Wth regard to, not | osing sight of what
wor ks and works well, | fully agree with you.

It's something that we need to ensure that if and
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when there is an evolution to sonething else, it's
only once we know that it is as good as if not
better than what we had before. Hopefully also |
think it should be better.

You know, in a broader I'mnot trying to
take a phil osophical stance but, | think that this
year, points out, how inportant it is to have
di fferent ways perhaps of conducting surveys and
collecting data that are not so vulnerable to an
event like this one. [|I'mnot saying this event,
meaning the Covid, is trivial, it was a huge
event, but it left us, without being able to
coll ect data that would have been very hel pful.
And sone of those images that | show with the
advanced technol ogi es and such, which | ook very
futuristic, are not that futuristic. They're
actually quite within reach of what we can do.

| think that maybe, this year, this
catal yzes us even nore to accel erate how we get
there so that we were not in a position like this
again. And it doesn't have to be necessarily an

event |ike this one, of the magnitude of Covid.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page: 54

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

But, there are other cases that can happen where
servi ces are suspended, which could have to do

Wi th governnment shutdowns or furloughs or whatnot,
that coul d happen just at the wong tine in terns
of when the season is there.

And so | think that, we need to start
t hi nki ng about how we can be nore resilient so
events |ike this cannot derail us in any one year.
|'ve gone along with that because | wanted to say
that we need to do both. W need to ensure that
we' ve collected data that we need to have in order
to provide the assessnents and the advice, but at
the sanme tinme how to think about nmaking sure that
we're not one bad streak event away from not being
able to coll ect the data.

But for next year we're back on track,
hopefully, for the full suite of surveys on the
West Coast, and hopefully deliver the infornmation
that we need to deliver.

Again, |I'msorry, Phil, | went |ong, but
it's a very inportant question and | appreciate

your poi nt.
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1 MR. ANDERSON: Thanks. Thanks very

2 much, Ci sco, for the response. And | do want to
3 j ust express our appreciation to you and Kevin

4 Werner and Kristen for working through that issue
5 that we hadn't discussed since |last year. So

6 t hanks very nuch.

7 And t hanks very nmuch, M. Chairman, for
8 allowng ne to ask the question.

9 MR. SCLIAI: No problem Thank you,

10 Phil, good points. Caribbean Council ?

11 MR. HANKE: Hello everyone. Marcos

12 Hanke, Cari bbean Chair. | don't have any comments
13 at this tine aside of saying that | enjoyed the
14 presentation, Ci sco, especially your answer to

15 Phil's request on the previous term Thank you.
16 MR. VWERNER: Thank you.

17 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Marcos. Qulf
18 Counci | ?

19 M5. SIMMONS: No questions, M. Chair,
20 t hank you.

21 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Carrie. South
22 Atl antic?
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MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions. Thank
you, Ci sco, for the updates.

MR. WVERNER: Thank you.

MR SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

DR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair.
Thanks, Ci sco, for the presentation.

| have a statenent, | think but "Il
certainly get back to you. | really like the way
that you describe this non-stationary survey
operations. And | like it because it really
I ndicates to ne that you're thinking about this
evol utioni st process.

| "' m curious about the how and the when
part. | assuned these inplenentation plans would
be available later this year. |'m assum ng those
are going to be dealing with the how and when
part. |'mwondering if those wll also include,
you know, the rotation plan related how to things
m ght change on the East Coast related to sone of
the things brought up yesterday. Al the w nd
ener gy devel opnent, aquacul ture, that kind of

t hi ng.
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MR. WERNER: Thanks, Chris, good
question. 1'mgoing to take probably nore
indirectly than directly. | nmean, | think that
all of these, each one of these approaches,
whet her it's unmanned systens or 'om cs or others,
I ndi cate how we will need to adapt to changes
associated with wi ndfarm positions and things |ike
that will give us ways of collecting data that we
didn't before. And so one can inagine that
per haps we coul d deploy on that systemin areas
where ships can't go, or we could use sone of the
‘om ¢ approaches to do that.

So | think that those disruptions that
we're seeing in how we're collecting data
conventionally, to put it that way, in places |ike
the East Coast m ght be nitigated sonewhat by
t hese new nethods. | would say that's probably
nore into, | nentioned the five, 10, 20-year
hori zon that the next generation data acquisition.
It probably falls into the 10 year horizon in
terns of, having those techniques there to take

over, again the disruption that we m ght see in
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pl aces |i ke the East Coast.

But having a heads up of what m ght be
com ng al so hel ps us focus in terns of how we take
these four topics that | tal k about, the next
strategi es, and focus them perhaps in sone areas
are phase and blend. Maybe there's a reason to
focus and phase themin first in places like in
NRTs where we know sone of the questions wll be,
and then expand themto other areas.

So | hadn't thought about it, but it's a
good question and | can see how we should
definitely consider that in ternms of an
| npl enentation that includes the phasing in part.
What should we do when, and why. And | think
t hese are very good points.

DR. MOORE: Thank you.

MR. WERNER: Thank you.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. New Engl and
Counci | ?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnan. I
just dropped in hal fway through the presentation.

On one of your earlier slides on those that | ook
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| i ke a nunber of days available for surveys in
2005 through 2020, it dropped alnost in half, from
roughly 2,000 to roughly less. But it wasn't
clearly to ne what was included in those. So |

t hi nk you nentioned charter vessels were not

i ncluded. |'massum ng that our seas weeks are
not included in that either. And |I'm curious how
the change in days would look if those were added.
Wuld we see a simlar decline, or would the
amount of survey effort look a little better than
it did on that chart?

MR. VWVERNER: To answer the question |
think the first part of the question, if | heard
right, was the drop between 2005 and say 2012 or
sonething like that. | think a lot of that had to
do with, that we |ost several ships, i.e. the
MIller Freeman, the David Starr Jordan. So there
was a big hit to actually | ose sone vessels that
wer e deconmm ssi oned.

Sone of the yellow bars were actually to
reinstate sone of the ships that were about to be

decomm ssioned, like the MIler Freeman, in the
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2007/"' 08 survey period. W actually, for lack of

a better term hel ped delay its deconm ssi oning.
And then there's al so sone fundi ng that
went to charters in those days. | don't know if

the sumtotal remains close to the 2000 days or

not, even in that first half of this chart. But

| mgoing to assune that overall there's been a

sort of a gradual decrease in the nunber of days,

i rrespective of attenpts to nake up for it with

charter. So unfortunately, we can't nake it all

up with charters, and there's been sone loss in

days at sea.
MR. NI ES:
Vice-Chair, M.

M. Chairman, | think ny

Rei d, has sone questions.

MR. SOLI Al: Go ahead, you still have
the floor.

MR NES: |'mchecking to see if he has
a problem [|'mnot sure what's going on.

MR. SOLIAI: W can cone back to him
after the --

MR. REID: How about now, can you hear
me now?
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MR. SOLIAl: Yes, we can hear you, but

MR REID:. Ckay. Sorry, |I'll nmake it
qui ck. Sorry | wasted your tine.

So | appreciate your answer to Dr.
Moore's question, but the tineline of five to 10
years to deal with wndfarns is really, that's too
far. We're going to have wndfarns and we're
going to be the poster child on howto deal wth
them when it cones to surveys and a |l ot of things.
Because wi ndfarns are going to cone to a Counci l
near you, that neans all of you, pretty soon, and
we've got to figure this out. And | would really
appreciate if you rethought your tineline and
hel ped Dr. Hare and his staff out because they're
going to be faced with quite the show.

My other question. That's not a
guestion. So ny question is about our survey, our
white ship. You said sone of the noney, | think
you said sone of the noney that is being not spent
on surveys now is going to be used for vessel

upgrades or vessel maintenance; is that what |
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hear d?

MR. WVERNER: That was in the prior
years, in |like 2000, let ne see if | can see the
bar. Starting in 2018 you began to see sort of a
drop in the green bar there. And that was for,
mai nt enance and refitting the vessels. Once this
period of bringing the ships back up into full and
safe capacity is conpleted, we will hopefully see
an uptick in DAS - but we haven't seen the uptick
yet. Hopefully we'll see it. But the answer to
your question is that the naintenance and ot her
things were things that happened in the previous
years. Now hopefully we'll see an uptick in the
years to cone.

MR REID: Well nmy concernis wth the
Bigelow. | nean right now we have a ship tow ng a
skiff net for a survey. And that trawl itself has
proven to be pretty unstable, which certainly
effects our survey results. | nean it's a
cooperative effort between the New Engl and Counci |
and the Md-Atlantic Council, it's called NTAP,

Nort heast Trawl er Advisory Panel. And the
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| ndustry guys have been on the Bigelow trying to
get that thing to hold its spread, and it hasn't
been working. So if there's any way to spend sone
resources on getting that survey gear to do its

j ob, that would be nmuch appreciated in New Engl and
and the Md-Atlantic because we're not getting the
results out of the traw itself that we should
have, and it really effects definitely.

You know what an inefficient trawl, an
under- performng trawl, an over-performng traw,
however you want to | ook at it, skews survey
results, and that's sonething that's got to be
sol ved, and right now they can't get it done. So
| would appreciate if you could help us out with
that. Thank you.

MR. VWERNER: Yes. Gkay. Thank you.

And, yes, I'min touch with John Hare. As a
matter of fact | think we're supposed to be
talking tonorrow so I'lIl be sure to bring this up
t onor r ow.

Wth regard to your first question

t hough on the tinme series, on the five to 10
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years. Just a real quick answer. On stock
assessnents, it depends on the establishnent of a
tinme series. And understanding, what the data
that we collect say in the tine series. It would
be great to do it sooner. Like | said we need to
build up the data sets that energes from unnanned
systens with the data from nol ecul ar systens and
ot hers and understand what they say relative to
the data for which we have a pretty good
under st andi ng, say, acoustic dat a.

So that's getting a little bit
technical, but if we can accelerate that and if we
can conpress the tine, | agree with you that that
woul d be i nportant because the clock is ticking,
to put it that way. So thank you for your
conment .

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
Moving on to Western Pacific.

M5. SIMONDS: Thank you, M. Chair. So,
Ci sco, we're concerned about surveys in our part
of the world. So this year the Rainier was

supposed to be going off to the Marianas to map
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1 and next year it was scheduled to go out to
2 Anerican Sanpa to map. WII| these two surveys be
3 done next year?
4 MR. VERNER: We're working on exactly
5 whi ch survey we're going to do. W believe the
6 Rainier is going to be back in the Western
7 Pacific. How we, | guess deploy or where the
8 Rai ni er goes is sonmething that |I'm speaking wth
9 M ke Seki as well as the folks in the National
10 Ccean Service to see, to find out right nowit's
11 bet ween the surveys that can drain a little bit in
12 Sanpa, in Anerican Sanpa, as well as, being able
13 to conduct at Mari ana.
14 M5. SI MONDS: Ckay, why don't | did say
15 this. W are hoping that those two surveys wl |
16 be at the top of your Ilist.
17 MR. WERNER: They are. And we'll do
18 whi ch parts of the two surveys we can do. And we
19 understand fully well the inpacts that both
20 regi ons have felt.
21 M5. SIMONDS: True. Yeah. And this is
22 repeati ng ourselves, but we do have an overfi shing
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and overfished bottomfish fishery in Amrerican
Sanpa, and we have an overfished fishery in the
Marianas. So we'd like to get as much information
as possi bl e.

Ch, yeah, the other thing was this. So
i f there are noneys that you aren't going to be
using this year, we're hoping that you would apply
themto sone of the work that needs to get done
out here. For exanple, you know, processing |light
hi story sanples from 2012. | nean we have issues
out here and so we'd like to see that get done,
that's very inportant to us.

Next is, so thanks for bringing up, you
know, non- stationary, because as you recall, this
was going to be one of our big itens for the
annual neeting that we're going to have. And so,
you know, if we could do that we're just short
shifting, maybe we can do a | onger, you know, have
| onger, better discussions on this because we're
anxi ous for you to, you know, for us to discuss
this project.

MR. WERNER: That would be great. So
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not just what it is, but so what are we going to
do about it? How do we incorporate it in an
anal yses and if | agree, it'd be fun to talk
about .

M5. SIMONDS: Right. Because this is
going to be your two hour slot. So anyway. Ckay.
So renenber ny two earlier requests.

MR. WERNER: Absolutely. Thanks, Kitty,
good to see you. Thank you.

M5. SIMONDS: All right.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
Kitty. Thank you, G sco, I'mglad that at this
time we can appreciate the challenges that we face
at West Pac.

MR. WERNER: Thank you, Archie. Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

MR, SCLIAI: W'Il nove on to our next
agenda item Fishery Managenent and Servi ces PPA
Turn the floor over to Tom

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnan. I
believe Nicholas is going to run the presentation

for this. |'Il give thema second to key it up.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page:

68

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Today I'mgoing to report on sone
di scussions fromthe Executive Directors held on
how we'd |i ke to see our budget information
presented. |'Ill try to do this pretty quickly
because it appears that Brian has al ready
| ncorporated those ideas into the presentation he
showed us for the 20/ 21 budget.

Next slide, please. For a nunber of
years we've seen a slide simlar to this one you
descri bed, the funding provided to the Councils
with the three PPAs and a nunber of activities
underneath sone of the PPAs, the original |ogic
for the funding was clear. And | enphasize
original |ogic because over tine | think the link
between why it was provided and how it was spent
got a little vague in sone cases.

Last fall NMFS canme to the CCC and
suggested sinplifying this table by providing
i nformation only as three PPAs without the |ist of
activities. W talked about that a little bit and
the Executive Directors agreed to discuss the

| ssue and provide a recomendati on on a budget
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display as well as how to handl e future changes.

Wil e in Novenber NMFS suggested to us
to do two PPAs. The President's budget proposal
for 2021, as you heard from Brian, proposed
sinmplifying this further to one PPA, the Regional
Counci | PPA.

Next slide, please. The Executive
Directors held a pretty extensive conversation
this spring, both by email and through a nunber of
Council calls to talk about this issue. W
identified a nunber of concerns. |'mnot going to
go over all of them but | think the three that |
show here are the nmai n ones.

The key points, they were concerned that
we don't want to lose track of the two activities
that are not distributed using the Council
distribution fornula and that do not historically
go to every Council. W believe that it's
i nportant that this detail not be |lost going into
the future. So this |leads us to our
recommendat i on.

Next slide, please. W support the use
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of one PPA. Brian spent considerable tine
explaining that to us, and it does sound like a
good idea. And we'd like to see the budget
presented to us in two separate activities under
that PPA. Wth a slight nane change to what was
bei ng presented before, we recommend stock
assessnment support, peer review support activities
be |listed separately, and a third activity titled
Counci | Managenent Prograns, would al so be shown.

Now we also talked a little bit about
how to deal with the noney as the budget is
changed or if the budget is changed in the future.
So what we propose is that we're going to
basically call 2019 the base year, and the 2019
dol | ar values for the stock assessnent support,
peer review support would remain fixed at the 2019
| evel s.

This is very, | think al nost identical
to what Al an Ri senhoover suggested | ast Novenber,
where he said we should take off the top of the
overall PPA and the renmainder is distributed using

t he agreed-upon fornul a.
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The only exception to this is if the
overal | PPA declines by nore than 10 percent from
the 2019 value. [|f that should happen, we would
| i ke to be consulted again on the distribution.

We al so had sone other provisions. |
don't know whether | need to get into the needs.
|"m perfectly willing to talk with Brian or
per haps Jenni separately to talk about that. And
just briefly sone of the ones where the set-aside
dol l ars, the people who get the set-aside dollars
agree to a different distribution we should be
able to relay that to NVFS, do not need to seek
CCC approval for that.

| f the overall PPA is increased
specifically to allocate nore noney for peer
review report, stock assessnment report on a
recurring basis, that woul d becone the new basis
to set aside, replacing the 2019 value. W can go
over these provisions with SFB online as
necessary.

Final slide, please. Well, alnost the

final slide. So this chart probably | ooks very
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much |i ke what Brian showed you for fiscal year
20/ 21, President's budget proposals. | think the
nunbers are pretty close if not identical. This
Is the idea we are proposing, and it | ooks |ike
it's okay with Brian. Now when we talk to Brian
he suggested we bring it to the CCC to nake sure
that we all approve it, first of all. It was
primarily the EDs, but also to nake sure we can
answer any questions that SFB may have for its
distribution, if there any.

And that conpletes ny presentation. W
can go to the next slide and I'l|l attenpt to
answer any questions with the help of ny fell ow

Executive Directors.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Tom We'Il open

the floor up for questions. Start fromthe North
Paci fi c.
MR WTHERELL: | don't have any

guesti ons.

MR. KINNEEN: | don't have any questions

either, Tom Thanks for the presentation.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. Pacific
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Counci | ?
MR. TRACY: Thanks, Tom for the

presentation, and thanks all the EDs for working

on this. | don't have any questions at this tine.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you. Cari bbean
Counci | ?

MR. HANKE: | don't have any comment at
this tinme. This is Marcos Hanke.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. @ulf Council?

M5. SIMMONS: | don't have any
gquestions. | don't know if our Chair or Vice
Chai r do.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Mybe not.
South Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: No comments. Thanks,
Tom for capturing the deliberations.

MR SOLI Al: Md-Atlantic?

DR. MOORE: No comments. Thank you, M.

Chair.
MR. ELLIOIT: Nothing fromne, M.
Chair.

MR, SCLI Al: New Engl and?
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MR. REID: Thank you, M. Chair. 1I'm

not going to ask a question nyself, but | would be

i nterested after the Western Pacific talks if
there are any questions fromthe fisheries.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Tom Thank you
again for the presentation. Wstern Pacific?

M5. SIMONDS: No questions. But again,
Tom for all of your hard work.

MR SCLIAI: Dtto fromne. Thank you,

Tom Al right. That concludes that part of the

agenda.

Wiy don't we take a five-mnute recess.
So we'll reconvene at, it's after what, 3:00 p.m
over there? Yeah, we'll take a five m nute break

and then cone back.
(Break taken)

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. | think we're
ready to get back on track here. So let's resune
with Legislative Issues. Hi, David, good to see
you agai n.

MR. WHALEY: Good to see you, M.

Chai rman. Thank you.
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MR. SOLIAI: | turn the floor over to
you.

MR. WHALEY: Thank you. And hello
everybody. Before | start | wanted to, | know

everybody has bad days, they don't like their cups
and | got a little note today from Fish News from
NOAA, and there was a headline that | think m ght
make you feel better on days when you're feeling
bad. The headline was "Researchers probe Oca
poop for mcro plastics.” So any tine you think
you' ve having a bad day, just realize you don't
have to deal with Orca poop.

M. Chairman, in Washi ngton we're
dealing with a | ot of the sanme probl ens that
everybody else is dealing with, dealing with
changes and how we do things. Unfortunately, for
an institution like Congress that's as old as it
I's, change isn't easy, and Congress is not very
ni nbl e.

At this point Washi ngton, DC and the
surrounding area are still a hot spot, so

restrictions have not been |[ifted. W mght see
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sone relief starting tonorrow, but at this point
we're still considered a hot spot. And as a
result a lot of nenbers of Congress are not real
excited to conme back to DC, surprisingly enough.

At this point all of the House office
bui | dings and all the Senate office buildings are
closed to the public. So holding public hearings
Is rather difficult. W mght see a little bit of
change now. The Senate only has a hundred nenbers
soit's alittle easier for themto social
di stance when they have hearings or are dealing
with things on the Senate floor. The House, wth
435 nenbers, it's a little tougher. But |[ast week
t he House of Representatives changed their House
rules so that they could do proxy voting and can
hold renote hearings. So we mght see a little
nore action on sone issues, we mght see sone
hearings to start again.

Yesterday was the very first day that
t he House has done proxy voting. And at the sane
time that this was approved, the Republicans now

filed suits, saying that proxy voting is
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unconstitutional. So we're not quite sure whether
t he House of Representatives is going to be able
to keep doing its business or not.

| usually start this presentation with a
little civics | esson. For those of you who don't
remenber, we're in the 116th Congress, Congress
| asts two years, and we're in the second year of
the 116th Congress. So at the end of the year the
116t h Congress will end, we'll start a new
Congress, and everything that was introduced, all
the bills that were introduced in the 116th
Congress go away. Like | say, the nenories are
still there but the action is gone.

So when we start the 117th Congress in
January we have new nenbers, we're going to have
potentially new conmttee jurisdiction for
commttee nenbers. W m ght have new subcomm ttee
jurisdictions. So a |ot of things can change
begi nni ng next year. But we still have a little
bit nore 116th Congress to go.

Havi ng said that, at |east at this point

Congress intends to be out of session for two
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weeks in July. They intend to be out for all of
August. They intend to be out of session for part
of October, then the election is in Novenber, and
it's likely we will be back in the end of Novenber
and early Decenber for a | ame duck session.

Brian talked a little bit about the
appropriations process for fiscal year '21. Both
t he House and the Senate Appropriations Conmittees
have hel d hearings on the commerce budget, so we
don't need to have any nore hearings, but they do
need to mark up. And it looks in the House, if
the lawsuit goes forward and prevents the
appropriations Conmttee fromdoing renote voti ng,
we'll have to wait for nenbers to cone back to
actual ly have them vote on the appropriation
bills.

At this point none of the 12
appropriation bills have passed either House, so
we're a little behind where we should be. It's
| ogical that we will see the continuing resolution
at sone tinme before August, and | expect that

we'll be back for a | ane duck so sone of the
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appropriation bills do pass then.

Brian tal ked about budget nunbers. One
of the big things that Congress is going to be
| ooking at in the next couple years is, Congress
has just passed a couple trillion dollars' worth
of the aid packages. W don't know how that's
going to affect future budget negotiations, so
that's just sonething to keep in mnd. The rosy
NOAA nunbers are good now, but they m ght not be
good for |ong.

| mentioned the election in Novenber, on
Novenber 3rd. You know, we have the coronavirus,
now t he West Coast has nurder hornets, we're about
to have infestation of 17-year cicadas here in DC,
and now we've got an election year. W've got a
presidential election year, we've got all 435
menbers of the House of Representatives are up for
el ection, and one- third of the Senate is up for
el ecti on.

O the Senators, there are 17 coastal
Senators who are up for election or seats that are

up for election. So there could be a big change
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I n coastal representation in the Senate. So the
NOAA are not allowed to | obby, but if we get sone
new Senators in, you need to introduce yourselves
and do a little education so fol ks understand what
the Councils are and what they do.

As per the elections, please don't ask
for any predictions because | was wong |ast tine,
and there's no way |'mgoing to be right this
tine.

We tal ked about the relief package a
little bit yesterday, the $300 mlIlion that was
provided for fisheries disasters under the CARES
Act. The House has al so passed a bill called the
HERCES Act, which had another 100 mllion for
fisheries disasters. It was part of a really
| arge relief package. The House passed it subject
to the Senate. The Senate said it was dead on
arrival, they didn't like the size of the package
and they didn't |ike sone of the provisions that
were in there. So it was dead on arrival.
However, the Senate appears to be working on their

own package. So that's good news, and the fact
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that fisheries were in the initial package, |
think is an indication that fisheries are on the
radar screen, so | think that's good news.

One other thing that was touched on
yesterday a little bit was the Commodities
Pur chase Program under USDA. There was a $470
mllion purchase through the USDA' s Section 32
Program There was sone fish that was involved in
that. That's al so good news because USDA doesn't
al ways have seafood on their radar screen. | know
t here have been a nunber of nmenbers of Congress
who' ve been pushing the USDA to renenber the other
protein when they're tal king about beef, poultry,
and chicken. So the fact that they're thinking
about seafood is good. | suspect there wll be
nore commodi ty purchase program purchases com ng
up, so hopefully we'll see sone nore seafood
pur chased.

| know one of the big issues you're al
interested in is the Magnuson- St evens Act
re-aut horization. Just so you don't forget, the

| ast tine the Act was reauthorized was in
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2006/ 2007, and it reauthorized the Act through
fiscal year 2013, so we're due for a

reaut horization. In my opinion |aws need to be a
little nore adaptive. They need to be a little
nore up to speed, they need to be a little nore
fresh. So | think we're due for a
reaut hori zati on.

We had sone progress going into the
115t h Congress, the House of Representatives
passed a bill. The 116th Congress, due to a
nunmber of things including the i npeachnent process
and now the coronavirus, taken a little w nd out
of their sails. So we're still making progress
but not anythi ng happening on the reauthorization
this year.

So far in the 116th Congress there's
only been one bill that woul d reauthorize the act.
There are about 32 other bills that would anend
the act, but only one bill actually reauthorizes
it. That's Congressnman Young's bill in the House,
which is based primarily on the bill that passed

the House in the 115th Congress.
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Havi ng said that, Congressnan Huffman
fromCalifornia is the Chair of the House Natural
Resources Subconm ttee on Water, Cceans, and WIld
Life, the WOW Subcomm ttee. You may renenber | ast
year he announced that he was going to be view ng
the listening sessions and he at least initially
said he was going to try and do a |istening
session in each of the original Council areas.
He's done seven so far, with a couple of those
being in the sane region. So it's not seven out
of eight regions that are done, they're actually
three regions that are still on the planning
stages. Those three are New Engl and, which was
pl anned but got postponed because of the
coronavirus. Chairman nentioned he wanted to do
one in Alaska. And the last one is the Cari bbean.

So wth the delay of Congress being in
session and with the Chairnman not able to travel,
it's alittle unclear if he plans to still do
those three or not. But his original plan was
those |istening sessions were going to help him

draft a bill, reauthorization bill that he was
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going to introduce sonetine this spring, which
woul d be right about now So if he wants to do
the last three, that tells ne that he won't have a
bill introduced until summer or fall at the
earliest. And at that point |I think it's unlikely
that we woul d see any novenent in the House.

As far as the Senate is concerned, the
Senate has not had any hearings and there have
been no bills introduced this Congress. You nmay
remenber in the 115th Congress there was a staff
draft, it was sent out for discussion. That bill
was never introduced and | have not seen any
indication that it's likely to be revised or sent
out again for conmment. So not a |ot of action in
t he Senat e.

Speaki ng of Chai rman Huf f man, so he's
been doing these |istening sessions. He also held
what was called a virtual roundtable on May 18th.
This was before the House rules were changed to
all ow renote hearings. So this was not an
officially sanctioned commttee hearing, but it

was set up to mmc one. It was done very nuch
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like we're doing this, it was a Wbi nar format.
Unfortunately, because it was not an offici al
function of the commttee, the conmttee
Republicans did not attend or participate and the
adm ni stration, although asked to partici pate,
declined to do so. So it was, again, it was not
an official conmttee event. It did not follow
the official conmttee rules for an official
event, so it's out there if you want to watch it.
It was on the Committee webpage. But it is likely
the format that commttees will follow in the
future, If you want to see how it was done.

Anot her issue that's conme up quite a bit
i n our discussions today and over the |ast couple
nonths i s aquaculture. As you may renenber, there
was an aquacul ture bill that would all ow
permtting of aquaculture facilities and Federal
| oggers that was introduced in the | ast Congress
on the Senate side. That bill was not
reintroduced to this Congress, although |I'm
hearing runors that it mght be introduced in the

very near future.
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Havi ng said that, there is a bill that
was introduced in the House that was based on the
Senate bill fromthe |ast Congress. The
i nteresting thing, it was introduced by the
Chai rman of the House Agriculture Conmttee and
not a coastal nenber. So that's kind of
i nteresting, but we'll see where that goes.

Agai n, because the House has had sone
probl ens hol di ng hearings and the rules are a
little bit in flux about whether they can hold
hearings, it's unclear whether they' re going to do
much with aquaculture the rest of this year.

There's been talk that the end of the
session staff mght try to put together a
fisheries package of small bills that are |likely
to be less controversial, and try and nove a
package through. | think chances for that are
becom ng less likely, but we'll see.

Finally, we've talked a |little bit about
t he executive order and the request for Councils
to cone up with ideas of how the adm nistration or

others could look to the future and help the
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i ndustry. |'ve talked to a few of you fol ks off
| ine about this. Wth an interest in the
adm ni stration in grow ng the Blue Econony, and
with at |east the Senate Commerce Conmttee
hol di ng one hearing on opportunities for Bl ue
Econony, | think the executive order, plus the
interest in the Blue Econony, plus the pandem c,
have really started peopl e thinking about where we
want the industry to be in the next couple years,
in 10 years, in 20 years.

| woul d encourage you to think big. You
know, we've talked a little bit off Iine about the
aging of the fleet. You know, we've got a |ot of
old fishing vessels out there, and up until now we
haven't been real excited about increasing
capacity. But is this sonething we m ght want to
t hi nk about for the future if we want to have
cl ean environnentally friendly vessels out there.
If so it may nean new shi pbui |l di ng.

| know a | ot of Councils have been doi ng
vi si oni ng sessions, so sonme of the things that

have cone out of your visioning sessions mght be
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great ideas. | wouldn't think just in terns about
t hi ngs NOAA can change. |f there are things that
you think we should be | ooking at for statutory
changes, think big. And if you have any i deas
that you don't think are appropriate to send to
NOAA in response to the executive order, feel free
to send themto ne. |'ve had sone discussions

wi th Congressional staff, they're |ooking for

| deas of where we think the industry should be in
the future. And | think they would |ike sonme help
fromthe Councils in that respect.

So, M. Chairman, with that I'll wap
up. And if there are questions |I'm happy to
answer .

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, David, very
i nformative presentation. |I'mglad to hear what's
going on over in Washington. Al right, we'l]|
start with North Pacific.

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, M.

Chairman. | don't have any questions, ny Chair or
Vi ce-Chair m ght.

VMR. KI NNEEN: None from ne. Thanks for
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t he presentati on.

MR TWEIT: This is Bill Tweit. Dave,

t hanks very nmuch for that presentation. In
particular |I'mcurious about your thoughts about
thinking big in terns of statutory changes. You
al so sort of inplied maybe we shoul d be thinking
nore about setting up conditions for financing for
vessel repl acenent too.

And |''mwondering if you see any
vehicles noving for either those you've already
sai d Magnuson i s probably not noving soon. You
mentioned a small package of potentially |ess
controversial fishery issues. But do you see any
vehi cl es that we should be | ooking at that m ght
of fer sone prom se of sone of the kinds of
statutory changes that you think m ght be possible
at this point?

MR. WHALEY: The short answer is no.
There are going to be sone tweaks that are going
to be put into whatever new ai d packages are put
together. | don't think the big picture itens

| i ke changi ng vessel financing issues are going to
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be in those.
However, | think what you guys cone up
with could lay the groundwork for things that are

going to cone out in the next Congress. Things

that are going to cone out in the next five years.

| think what people are thinking about now j ust
because of the conbination of the pandem c,
executive order, and the Bl ue Econony issues, |
think this is kind of a tinme where people are
going to be | ooking at what packages or what
proposals we're putting together, Kkind of

bl ueprints for the future.

So | don't think anything is likely in
the short term but | think what you m ght put
together could really formthe basis of what
peopl e tal k about in the next few years.

MR TWEIT: Thanks. M. Chair, this is
Bill Tweit again. | have a second question if |
m ght .

MR, SCLIAlI: Yeah, go ahead, Bill.

MR. TWEIT: Thank you very nuch. Dave,

sone EGs survive presidential elections, sonme EGCs
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don't. As | look at this one | can see sone
reasons for this one to survive. There's a lot in
there that is sort of overdue relative to the
fishing industry, food industry in general. So it
seens |like that. So |'ve been wondering if you
have any t houghts about what we coul d be
collectively doing to ensure that at least this
enphasi s on the inportance of the seafood

i ndustry, that this EO enbodi es what we coul d do
to have it survive a presidential election.

MR. WHALEY: Yeah, that's a good point.
| think a | ot of executive orders have |ongevity.
Oten tines it's the way they're i npl enented that
makes thema little nore controversial and nakes a
new adm ni stration cone in and have second
t houghts about them But | think you're right
that the push that's in this executive order |
t hi nk could have long- lasting effects. And I
t hi nk the suggestions that conme fromthe Councils
and fromoutside folks to the agency may | ay the
groundwork for a lot of thought into the next

adm ni stration, whoever that m ght be.
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1 MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Next thing

2 we'll nmove on to the Pacific Council.

3 MR. TRACY: No, thank you, | don't have
4 any questions right now. | don't know if Phil or
5 Marc m ght have sonet hi ng.

6 MR. GORELNIK: | do not.

7 MR. ANDERSON. None, thank you.

8 MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. Cari bbean?

9 MR. HANKE: | don't have any comment at

10 this tine. This is Marcos Hanke.

11 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Marcos. ulf

12 Counci | ?

13 M5. SIMMONS: No, we don't have any

14 guestions. Thank you, David, as always.

15 MR. SOLIAI: South Atlantic:

16 MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions. Thank

17 you.

18 MR SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

19 MR. MOORE: Thanks, M. Chair, we do not
20 have any questions at this point. Thanks.

21 MR. SCLI Al: Thank you. New Engl and?

22 MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair, this is
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Tom Nies. |'ve got a question that | think isn't
really directed at Dave, it m ght be nore
appropriately directed to either M. diver or
M. Rauch.

The order that we received to tal k about
the executive order | don't think specifically
request ed reconmendati ons on statutory changes.
| s that sonething that the adm nistrati on woul d
consi der at | east approaching?

MR RAUCH: This is Sam It did not ask
for statutory changes, and the ability for us to
| npl emrent that through executive order or
regulatory ruling blended into that Congress. And

there are our considerations on the Counci

regardi ng | obbying. | think, and | don't know
whet her Adamis still on the phone, | think the
Councils could still, under any circunstance,

recommend eventual |egislative changes to us, we
may or nmay not decide through the President, to
recommend themto Congress. | think that is, ny
understanding it is okay, but we would need to be

cautious that the Council should not be naking
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| egi sl ati ve requests where, you know. | don't
know i f Adamis on the phone, if you want to speak
to that.

MR. | SSENBERG Yeah. Hi, this is Adam
| think Samis got it right. | think, you know,
there's no ban on | obbying the executive branch,
and | think that would include suggesting to the
executive branch that statutory changes woul d be
appropriate. You know, and then as Sam said, |
think it would ultimately be up to the
adm ni stration to decide what to do with that.

You know, it is inportant to be cautious
in terns of how the Councils are comuni cati ng
wi th Congress. You've heard ne say this nmany
tinmes before. So, you know, that is probably the
safest way actually for the Councils to sort of
| ay out any vision they have in terns of sone
potential statutory changes, whether it's pitching
big or small.

MR. WHALEY: If | can junp in, Tom you
know, a Council m ght suggest that NOAA provide

statutory drafting assistance for clarifying
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aquacul ture authorities. That's not nmaking a
suggestion to Congress, but that's suggesting that
t he agency suggest to Congress sonething.

MR. NIES: Thank you, Dave. Thank you,

M. Chairman. | believe Dr. Quinn, nmy Chair, has
a question. |I'mnot quite sure howto raise his
hand.

DR. QU NN:. Yeah, | do. Thank you very
much, M. Chairman. Dave, | may have missed it,
| had a little technical problemhere. But any
sense on the Stinmulus 4 Bill, Aon it's passing; B
if there would be anything in there for fisheries
rel ated i ssues, whether at the Federal or State
| evel ?

MR. WHALEY: Yeah, John, the House has
passed a | arge package that included the 100
mllion for fisheries disasters. The Senate
didn't like the size of the bill and didn't |ike
sone of the provisions that were in it so the
Senate said it's dead on arrival. But they are
wor ki ng on their own package and | think there's

I nterest in both Houses of doing a fourth stinulus
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package. | don't think it'll be as big as the
| ast one, but the fact that fish were included in
the CARES Act, and were included in the House
version | think is a good sign.

DR. QUINN: Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you.
Moving out to the Western Pacific. | think we've
got sone issues that we'd like to ask so | pass it
over to M. Gourl ey.

MR, GOURLEY: Thank you, Chairnman.
Yeah, Dave, thank you. It was a great update with
not a whole lot going on. O course it's
expect ed.

| wanted to nmake a coment. The EO was
very refreshing and I think it does, you're right,
Dave, | think that gives us a unique opportunity
to get sone ideas put on the table and, you know,
maybe nake sonme progress.

However, | just can't get over the fact
that the Congress actually works against U S
Fi shery by passing laws such as the Billfish

Conservation Act of 2018 whereby it basically
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prohibited us in the Western Pacific to sell
sustai nably caught billfish to the guys in the
U.S. Minland, who obviously need hel p catching
fish. And we've got also the Shark Fin Sal es

El i m nati on Act, the House passed their version.
| think there's a couple versions in the Senate
floating around. But sone reading that's com ng
out of Florida that is going to hurt U S.
fishernmen that fish for Sharks.

And, you know, | don't know what to do
about it, |I don't know if you can do anything
about it. But I'd |like to maybe suggest that
these particular legislation that effect one
Council and not the others, that perhaps the CCC
can cone together in a collective voice to put
together letters, recommendations, to the Congress
that this does not benefit U S. fisheries, and
wor ks against U S. fisheries. And it's alittle
bit off line, it doesn't quite follow the EQ but
It just doesn't nake any sense that Congress works
agai nst the very thing that we want to try to

pr onot e.
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| kind of just wanted to get that off ny
chest. Thank you.

MR. WHALEY: John, if | may, | would
think it would be appropriate for your Council to
point out that with the interest in reducing the
seaf ood deficit and maintaining U S. Jobs, that
bills are |ike that are counterproductive and that
t he agency should work with Congress to nake sure
that sort of thing doesn't happen.

MR. GOURLEY: Point taken. Thank you.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you everyone. Do we
have any comments from NMFS before we nove on?
No? All right. Thank you, David.

MR. WHALEY: Thank you.

MR. SOLIAI: Before we nove on to the
next agenda item if we could just backtrack to
the | ast agenda item the Fishery Managenent and
Services PPA. | think, Tom you wanted the fl oor
back but | failed to give you the floor back. And
| think NMFS nmay have sone comments on that
particular matter?

MR NES: Yes. | just asked if NWS
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1 have any questions. | didn't hear any, but maybe
2 just didn't really give thema chance.

3 MR, SCLIAl: Anyone from NMFS?

4 M5. WALLACE: Hi. This is Jenni. Yeah.

5 W didn't have any comments on that. And, Tom

6 Brian and | would be happy to neet with you and

7 talk with you further. But we're good.

8 MR. NIES: Thank you.

9 MR SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you. All
10 right, we'll nove forward to our next agenda item

11 the Legislative Work G oup Report, and David

12 Wtherell?

13 MR. WTHERELL: Thank you, M.

14 Chairman. |'ll wait for N cholas to |oad the

15 Power Poi nt .

16 So I've taken a Hawaii thenme to this,
17 t hi nking that we would all be on the beach sone
18 time around now had we not had the pandem c. So.
19 Next slide. W have a few new nenbers
20 as part of the Legislative Wrk G oup or

21 Committee. John Carm chael, Josh Denell o, and
22 Ryan Ri ndone. They have repl aced ot her nenbers.
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John, of course, replaced G eg Watt, and Josh
DeMell o replaced Kitty, and Ryan has repl aced Don
Frishke, | believe.

Next slide. So we had a committee
nmeeting in March and we reviewed the updated
report on MSA preauthorization of the |egislative
| ssues from Dave Wal ey. You heard that report
just now. W also reviewed the working paper that
had been revised to reflect the changes that the
CCC approved back in Novenber. And we drafted a
consensus statenent for the newtopic, Timng for
FMP Revisions. And we also nade a recommendati on
that in future drafts the working papers that we
I ncl ude a date when consensus statenents are
approved or maybe when any Council revises its
regi onal perspectives.

Next slide. So just a review of the
changes that were nmde, the working paper. And by
the way, the updated version is posted as part of
the agenda materials. W have a stand-al one
executive sunmary, we have the new topic, Timng

for FMP Revisions. And we've organized the paper
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into the three topic areas as listed, wwth all the
different issues within those topic areas.

Next slide. So this is the part that
needs approval fromthe CCC. This is the work
group' s reconmended consensus statenment for tim ng
for FMP revisions. |I'mnot going to read it, but
it is there. | think the |last sentence really
captures the challenge for all the Councils and
the note that if we rush to neet a deadline
W t hout adequate tine for scientific anal yses and
public input, it results in |less than opti nal
deci sion making, and in fact can increase the tine
It takes to beget a regulation inplenent.

Next slide. So assum ng that the CCC
w |l agree with the recommendati ons and our
changes to the working paper, we'll nake the
changes, new changes with the consensus statenent,
and as we change any or nmke any revisions to the
paper in the future, we'll also include that year
and date.

And that's the last slide | believe.

That concl udes ny presentation, M. Chairnman.
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MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
David. Do we have any questions for David? North
Paci fic?

MR. KINNEEN: This is Sinon. None for
me. Thanks, Dave.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. Pacific
Counci | ?

MR. TRACY: None for ne.

MR. SOLI Al: Cari bbean?

MR. HANKE: No comment at this tine.
This i s Marcos.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. Gulf?

M5. SIMMONS: No questions, just --
wel |, nmaybe one. Dave, who is that in the
pictures, it's not you. Thank you for your work
on this.

MR. WTHERELL: The first three pictures
cone fromone of ny Council nenbers, Andy Mezirow,
who has a place in the Big Island. The | ast
couple pictures, the ones that | took, and the
first one was ne under the unbrella at Turtle Bay.

MR SOLI Al: Ni ce.
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MR. W THERELL: Daydream ng.

MR. SOLIAI: Geat shots. South
Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: Gentlenen, nothing for
today. But thanks.
SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic?
MOORE: No questions, thanks.

SOLI Al New Engl and.

2 % 33

NI ES: No questions from ne.
Thanks.

MR SOLIAl: West Pac?

M5. SI MONDS: No, but we wish we were
out on the beach too, Dave. But thanks a |ot.

MR SCLIAI: Don't we all? Al right.
Any questions from NVFS? Maybe not. Al right,
we'll nove forward. Next itemis the CCC
Comm ttee and Worki ng Groups Updates fromthe
wor ki ng groups. So the first one is SSC, Marl owe
will report on this.

MR. SABATER  Thank you, M. Chai rman.
| request Nicholas to put up ny Power Point,

pl ease. And while he's doing that | would like to
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1 thank the (inaudible) for the great |eadership in
2 headi ng the Scientific Coordinating Subcomm ttee
3 i n planning for the workshop.

4 Al right. Thank you. |[If you could

5 nove to the next slide. This wll just be a brief
6 update on the status of the planning for the

7 tactical SCS. So here, in 2019, that's pretty

8 much setting the thene for the workshop. There
9 was a series of conference calls that was nade.
10 And if you go to the next slide, these
11 are the three thenes that, you know, the three

12 thenmes that the CCC approved | ast year. The first

13 one is howto incorporate the existing system

14 i ndicators in the stock assessnent process. This

15 sessi on focuses on approaches to incorporate

16 ecosystemindicators in the SCS and about ot her

17 approaches. This thene session wll also explore
18 the current and future ability of ensenbl es and

19 mul ti-nodels in the assessnments and the nonitoring
20 pr ocess.

21 The second thene is devel opi ng

22 i nformati on to support nmanagenent of interacting
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species in consideration of EBFM This session
focuses on how best to address these
reconmendati ons on a regional and a national |evel
as well as the devel opnent of elenents and

consi deration that should be considered for

i nclusion in the devel opnmental national

gui del i nes.

And | ast, but not the least, how to
assess devel oping fishing | evel recommendati ons
for species exhibiting distributional changes.
And the primary focus of this sessionis to
address how stock assessnents and fishing | evel
recommendat i ons shoul d best accommodat e st ocks
whose geographic distributions are nodified with
climate variability and climte change.

If we go to the next slide, please. So
for early part of this year, the SCS continued the
pl anning. W tal ked about the | ogistics and
getting plenary speakers.

So nove to the next slide. The plan
date was supposed to be for August 4th to 6th of

this year in Sitka, Al aska. W were going to have
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80 participants, to include SCS nenbers plus one
Council staff and plenary MNFS and invited
speakers. And we were planning on doi ng several
species studies for future and sel ective thene.

However, we go on to the next slide.
Everybody, yep, this thing happened and so, go to
the next slide, please. The decision was nade to
reconvene or to convene the neeting of National
SCS-7 for 2021. The neeting wll likely be in
August of 2021. The two keynote speakers that was
identified are still available. And we're still
in the process of soliciting one nore keynote
speaker. And also in the process of lining up
case by the use.

So that's a short presentation of the
status of the National SCS Pl anning, M.
Chairman. And if you have any questions, D ana
Stramis also on the line to answer specific
details. That's it, M. Chair. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAl: Thank you, Marlowe. Do we
have any questions for Marlowe? North Pacific?

MR. WTHERELL: | don't have any
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1 questions, M. Chairman. | just wanted to note
2 that we decided to postpone that neeting given the
3 uncertainties of quarantines and other things that

4 m ght be happening in Al aska in August even though

5 our current rates, catch rates are |ow. But

6 allowing us to roll over our carryover noney all ows
7 us to spend that noney in 2021. So it was a

8 rel atively easy decision for us. Thank you. M
9 Vice-Chair, Bill Tweit, nmay have a question.

10 MR. TWEIT: No questions, thank you.

11 MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. Pacific

12 Counci | ?

13 MR. TRACY: Thanks. No questi ons.

14 MR. SOLIAl: Cari bbean?

15 MR. HANKE: No questions or comments.

16 This is Marcos. Thank you.

17 MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Marcos. Qulf
18 Counci | ?

19 M5. SIMMONS: No questions, thank you.
20 MR, SOLIAI: South Atlantic?

21 MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions, thank
22 you.
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MR, SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

DR. MOORE: No questions, thank you.

MR, SCLI Al: New Engl and?

MR. NIES: No questions, thank you.

MR, SOLI Al:  West Pac?

M5. SIMONDS: Not hing. Thanks, Marl owe.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Marlowe. Do we
have any questions from NVFS? |If not we'll nove

on to the Habitat Wrking Goup, Josh DeMel | o.

MR. DEMELLO  Thank you, M. Chair. M
nanme i s Joshua DeMello, I'mthe Work Group Chair
of the Habitat Wrking Goup. And this is going
to be a report on what we've been working on.

Next slide. Just as an introduction to
what we've been working on and who we are, for
those that don't know. The Habitat Wrk G oup was
created in the May CCC neeting in 2014 as an
i nformal working group. And the Councils put
their habitat specialists on this work group and
al so sone of the NMFS personnel. And so their
initial task was really to | ook at devel oping this

EFH habitat summt that was convened in 2016.
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And so between 2016 and 2019 we've
really been working on the outcones of that
summt. And which resulted in another workshop in
August, 2019 in Portland. And so during the | ast
nmeeting we reported on that. And so | wanted to
gi ve you an update on what we were continuing to
wor k on.

Next slide, please. And so at this
Portl and workshop there were sone actions that
were suggested that the CCC could take. And one
of themwas to provide coordi nated outreach wth
the action agencies that deal with the EFH and to
remnd themof the inportant role that the
Council s pl ay.

And the second was to have the habitat
science priorities that are shared across the
regions, and the Councils could conmuni cate that
to NOAA's fisheries | eadership at both the
regional office and the fishery science centers.

Next slide, please. And so at the |ast
nmeeting the CCC requested that the Habitat Wrk

G oup cone back wth nore detail about the Council
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and staff workload relating to the future CCC
actions. And the CCC was concerned with the
Council and staff | oad and wanted to know if this
addi tional work would be adding to what we're
wor ki ng on as habitat staff. And so what we
really are looking at is trying to make our
wor kl oad nore efficient and effective. And these
are two of the ways that we can do this.

And so the first, next slide, is the
habi tat partner engagenent. And so we drafted a
| etter that explains the Council's role in EFH
desi gnati on because while the regional offices
work with these action agencies on consultations,
the Councils are the bodies that actually
designate EFH.  And this would all ow us as Counci |
habitat staff to have these productive
relati onshi ps that these action agencies could
actually participate in the Council process and
know who we are and talk to us when there are
| ssues with EFH.

And so the habitat work group would |ike

to request CCC send this letter to our agency
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partners.

Next slide, please. And then the second
one is to do an engagenent with the fishery
science center. So what we really want to do is
to tell the fishery science centers what we need
and ask what they have that they can help with us,
hel p us with our habitat nmanagenent. And so we
really looked at it being narrowy focused up
front. And so we picked climte change, clinmate
based managenent, and what tools are avail able
that we could use in either designating the EFH or
refining the EFH.

Next slide, please. So through this
wor kshop or Webi nar, we would communi cate what the
Counci | managenent needs are, we would get a
better understandi ng of what the science centers
have available to us and what the outcones
hopefully being increased dialogue with the
sci ence centers and then | ooking at what's
avai |l abl e nationally and regionally to use for our
regi onal needs.

Next slide, please. And so we're really
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| ooki ng at hol ding one national Wbinar for two
hours that | ooks at where each region is in terns
of climate science research and the capability for
how t hese regions can use this information. W
can hear how the managers are using research tools
and hear fromthe science centers on what really
is avail able for us. And through that we can
devel op an engagenent plan for nmaybe a nore
regi onal |evel discussion or national discussion
i f there's sonething that is available for
everyone. And then we would identify nethods that
maybe one region is using that we could use in our
own regi ons.

Next slide, please. And so the CCC had
the concern about workload, but we're really
| ooking at refining the coordination so that we
can work nore effectively and provide increased
communi cation wth those that deal with habitat.
And through this we'll be able to enhance our
habitat staff and their ability to address our
habi t at mandates overall.

Next slide, please. And that's where
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everyone wi shes they were this week. Thank you,
M. Chair.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you, Josh. All
right. And do we have any questions? North
Paci fic?

MR. WTHERELL: Nothing fromus, M.
Chai r man.

MR. SOLIAI: Pacific Council?

MR, TRACY: No conmments.

MR. SOLI Al: Caribbean? Nothing from
t he Cari bbean?

MR. HANKE: No, no questions. Thank
you. No questions, thank you. This is Marcos.
MR. SOLIAI: Gulf Council?

M5. SIMMONS: | don't have any
questions, M. Chair, but | don't know if our
Chair does, Dr. Frazer.

DR. FRAZER: |'m good for right now.

Thank you.

MR, SCLIAlI: Thank you. South Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: No commrents. Thank

you.
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MR, SCLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

DR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair. |
have one qui ck question for Josh. D d you say
that you were | ooking for approval of that offered
habi tat partner engagenent letter from CCC today?

MR, DEMELLO.  Yes.

DR. MOORE: So, Kitty or M. Chair, how
are we going to handle that today?

MR, SCLIAI: Sorry, say again?

DR. MOORE: How are we going to handle
t hat recommendation today? Are we going to add it
to our |ist of recormmendations or do we need a
separate notion for that particular letter to go
out to the partners?

MR, SCLIAI: Miybe we can add it to our
|ist and handle it at the end.

DR. MOORE: Sounds good. Thanks.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. New Engl and

Counci | ?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair. |If |
m ght indulge, |'ve got a couple questions and a
couple coments. | guess ny first question is
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it's not clear to ne who we're sending the letter

to. Josh, could you tell ne who the audi ence is?
MR. DEMELLO  So prior to the workshop

| ast August we sent out a survey to anybody we

worked with on habitats. So that includes Arny

Corps, the U S. Navy, the states and territories,

those fol ks that work, that have consultations

with the regions. And so we are considering

sending out the letter back to those sane peopl e.
MR NES. You know, I'mwlling to

support the letter, I"'mstill alittle concerned

about what would -- | would note that the letter,

| think, allows each individual Council to get

t hose people contacted and figure out at what

| evel they want to interact with them You know,

dealing with I"mnot sure how many states, at

| east five states and the Navy and the Arny Corps

of Engi neers and everybody el se, where | have one

staffer that deals with habitat issues who's fully

i nvolved in their normal daily work. | don't know

if this is actually going to be helpful or lead to

overload. But, you know, we can address that
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internally | think.

My next question is the enhanced
coordination part. You know, the idea of the
Webi nar, obviously a two-hour \Wbinar is not any
big deal. I'ma little nervous about the foll ow
on to the Webinar. You know, one of the
objectives that's |isted on the enhanci ng
coordi nation sheet is clearly comuni cate Counci
managenent needs in nmaki ng a connection between
sci ence and research and Council's managenent
applications with coordination with the original
of fi ces.

It seens to ne that that's a regional
approach that it is not necessarily going to
benefit fromnational |evel approach to enhancing
coordination. So | hope we recogni ze that, you
know, once we have this neeting, that it could be
that the need for the CCC s Habitat Wrking G oup
to communi cate New Engl and' s managenent needs to
the far distance science center. | don't see a
| ot of value in going through that group. And so,

you know, | think that group needs to keep that in

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page: 117

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

m nd, that while there may be national | evel

| ssues that should be raised to all the science
centers, it remains if all of us are going to have
our own managenent issues that are easier to
communi cate directly. Thank you.

MR. DEMELLO  Thanks, Tom | think it's
the intent of the group, and there may be habit at
| ssues that you folks mght coordinate with the
Md-Atlantic Council over with your regional
office, and there nay be sone that the North
Pacific and the Pacific and the Western Pacific
m ght want to get together on as well. And so
after the national Wbinar | think it really does
go back to the regional approach.

M5. SIMONDS: M. Chair.

MR, SCLI Al: Yeah, go ahead.

M5. SIMONDS: So I'mthinking if we
think we need to have a little nore discussion,
under st andi ng about this, we can nove this to the
Septenber neeting. |It's up to the Councils.

MR SOLIAlI: Tonf?

MR. NI ES: | don't think we need to nove
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it.

M5. SIMONDS: Ckay. GCkay. So the
recomendation is as it was |laid out by Josh?

MR. SCLIAI: Yeah, | think we're in
agreenent. But unless there's any objections, |
think we're in agreenent, so we'll put that
towards the end when we can go over
recommendat i ons.

MR. N ES: Ckay.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Josh. That

| eads us to our next item Council Menber Ongoing

Devel opnent .

VR. GOURLEY: M. Chair? Excuse ne,

Chai r.

MR. SOLIAl: Go ahead.

MR. GOURLEY: Yeah, | would nmake a
comment if |I could on the EFH. | think the idea
of having -- I'msorry?

MR. SCLIAI: No, I'msorry | skipped
over West Pac.
MR. GOURLEY: | didn't want to bring

that to your -- just thought 1'd barge in.
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MR. SOLIAI: Go ahead.

MR. GOURLEY: | wanted to nake a comment
on the EFH. OCh, and thank you, Josh, for the
updat e.

| Iike the idea of the Council getting a
tad bit nore involved in EFH | think our
i nvol venent woul d be obviously fromregion to
region could be different depending on the
chal | enges we have. | know in the Western Pacific
EFH consul tations, especially with the Corps of
Engi neers, has becone very contenti ous.

| work in the trenches, | do
environnental permtting, and | just finished an
EFH consul tation which | thought had gone down the
wrong road. That is a personal opinion. It seens
| i ke EFH has taken on a life of its own and it's
being driven by, of course, NVFS. But it seens
|i ke the intent of the EFH, as in conserving and
mnimzing inpacts to habitat that's bei ng used by
MJS, has kind of reached a point where it's very
broadly interpreted. And | think it would be a

good tine by the Councils reaching out to the
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other permtting agencies such as the Corps to sit
down and figure out, perhaps better defining what
EFH i s, especially since we did the ecosystem
conponent switch for our re-fish coral reef

system and possibly tal king about policy
directives and how to stop EFH consultations so
that the permt conditions that are generated wl|l
actually do sonething rather than nmake sonebody in
an office feel |ike they're doing sonething.

Just ny opinion, just thought 1'd let it
out. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,
John. Do | have any comments from NMFS before we
nove on? If not, we'll nove on to D ana Evans,
Counci | Menber Ongoi ng Devel opnent.

M5. EVANS:. (kay.

(Recess)

M5. EVANS: (Good afternoon, or good
norning to those further guests. M nane is D ana
Evans. |'mthe deputy for the North Pacific, and
"' mgoing to present the Steering Commttee Report

for the Council Menber Ongoi ng Devel opnent or CMOD
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Steering Commttee. Just as a context, |'d |ike
to remnd the CCC that the Steering Conmttee is
chaired by the North Pacific Vice-Chair Bill
Tweit, includes representatives fromeach of the
councils, many of the executive directors, sone
staff, and one or two council nenbers. That
menbership is listed in the report that we
provi ded.

In the Novenber 2019 CCC Meeting, the
CCC established this ongoi ng council training
programwi th the purpose of providing a policy
neutral setting to pronote exchange of information
on fishery managenent anong the ei ght councils and
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service to educate
att endees on devel oping fishery science and
managenent issues and to inprove skills inportant
for effective public decision-nmaking in our
fi shery managenent council setting.

And in Novenber, we outlined a process
for holding facilitative two-to-three-day
wor kshops every ot her year that would involve

council nenbers and council and Nati onal Mari ne
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Fi sheries Service staff. They would each be
focused on a particular topic relevant for fishery
managenent, and we established a process of
sharing costs for those neetings, 50-50 percent
bet ween National Marine Fisheries Service and the
councils, and the councils can split their 50
percent equally for those shared costs of neeting
space and hiring facilitators, and then each
entity would pay for their own travel.

| f you could advance to the next slide,
pl ease, Nicholas. So we net in March to prepare
for this neeting to provide sone additional
pl anning or to continue planning for that first
training session. The first and nost inportant
task was to identify who would be the host counci |
for the very first training, and fortunately the
New Engl and Council Tom Ni es vol unteered to host
the first event in 2021, so he is doing the bulk
of work to devel op and put out requests for
proposals for our facilitator to run that neeting
and to organi ze logistics for the neeting, and

he's al so coordinating with NVMFS to receive the
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share of the NMFS share of cost estinmated based
on our proposed budget of $55, 000 which is what
they wll provide for the 2021 neeti ng.

They are providing that out of this
year's budget, so there is a tineline on being
able to put the RST in place in order to receive
that noney in tinme in the 2020 year funds. And so
one note about that, because we haven't gotten the
RST out yet, we don't have the final estinmate for
what the cost will be for that first training, but
NMFS is limting their contribution to $55, 000,
and we estinmate that it will cost about $110, 000
total for shared cost. So the councils wll share
the remai ning cost equally.

The CCC, when we tal ked about this | ast
Novenber, raised three concerns on the proposal
for this training that we tried to address at our
Steering Commttee Meeting. The first one was
that we want these neetings to be by invitation
only to all ow people who are attending to feel
confortabl e sharing having a (inaudible) stage of

I nformati on, and so based on a suggestion by M.
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| ssenberg, we have devel oped and clarified in the
Terns of Reference that at these training neetings
there woul d be no deci sions nade, no counci l

busi ness conducted which is the requirenent in the
(i naudi bl ) for when our neetings need to be
public, so that's expressly included and clarified
in the Terns of Reference.

There was al so a concern expressed about
travel costs. Each council will pay for travel
for its own nenbers, and so there was some concern
about making sure that those costs are equal anobng
councils. Tomis planning to select a central
| ocation for the neeting that takes that tax rate
i nto account and also trying to host the event
close to a major airport, so that again, just
trying to minimze travel cost to the extent
possi bl e.

And then the third concern that the CCC
rai sed was the proposed size of the workshop,
trying to nake sure that we have a group that is
not so big as to not be effective so that all of

the participants in the neeting have an
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1 opportunity to talk and it's not dom nated by | oud
2 voices. First of all, nmake sure that we wll have
3 special facilitators that wll help to ensure

4 t hrough the format of the workshop that we do give
5 a voice to everybody who's participating, but we

6 did discuss this at the Steering Conmttee |evel.
7 | think perhaps in Novenber we m ght

8 have m srepresented in our proposal the size of

9 the workshop. | think the one | presented to you,
10 | tal ked about a workshop that is not to exceed 50
11 persons. Inreality, it's really a maxi nmum

12 att endee nunber of 42 persons, 4 persons from each
13 council. W were thinking probably 3 counci

14 menbers and 1 staff person, and then 10 persons

15 from Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service, and in

16 di scussion with the Steering Commttee, we would
17 really like to maintain that |evel of nenbership,
18 or, excuse ne, participation in the workshop.

19 | think it's really inportant to be able
20 totry to extend the training opportunity to both
21 council menbers and staff, and so if we reduce the
22 nunmber of council participants that m ght affect
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the ability for council nenbers to cycle through
during the course of their terns on the council,
and then also for National Mrine Fisheries
Service to have representation both from
headquarters and fromthe regional offices.

W really wanted to keep that nunber, so
after our discussion we concluded, and w'd
request that the CCC endorsed the original
participation size as proposed 42 nenbers, 42
attendees plus the facilitators and invited
speakers, and we proposed that in general this
program woul d nake sense for the CCC to eval uate
it after we've had one, or we're suggesting two
neetings of the training session to see if it's
still serving its purpose as being effective,
bei ng cost effective, and if it's neeting the
needs that we have identified.

So given that, if you could advance to
the final slide, Nicholas. There are two
potential action itens for the CCC at this
neeting. One would be to approve the Terns of

Reference. They are posted on the agenda
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materials as a separate docunent. They include

t hat statenent about what's the purposes of the
training session, and the fact that it's going to
be specific that no policy decisions or
reconmendati ons woul d be nade by attendees at the
neeting. W can see the three purposes |listed out
in the slide here.

It also includes a description of
encapsul ati on from our proposal of how the
trai ni ng workshops woul d operate. The intent is
to have these workshops every other year and the
menber ship includes that el enent of having the CCC
review the program after two neetings and consi der
its effectiveness and whether it's neeting its
needs. Full disclosure, we are |ooking for the
CCC to approve the Terns of References, however
because we have this constrained tinmefranme that
Tomis working under to get the RST out and
awar ded so that he can get the funding from NVFS
for support for their share of the workshop for
2021, he has gone ahead and put the RST out with

the draft Terns of Reference that you're | ooking
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at today.

And then the second topic for the CCC,
action itemfor the CCC, would be to endorse the
topics for that first training in 2021. |If you
take action now to endorse the topic, we'll go
ahead and make pl anning arrangenents for the
nmeeting next year, and so there were three
essential topics that we tal ked about as a
Steering Committee and nunber in the proposal.
Oiginally the proposal before the first topic
fromthe Steering Commttee is to explore new
approaches to ecosystem based fishery managenent.
That was of interest to -- several of the councils
felt that that would be of interest to their
menbers.

We had sone di scussion about that the
new approaches conponent m ght norph as we get
further down the road with the planning, maybe try
to focus this session or this training on sone
particul ar subset of issues that are particul ar
interest to councils, and we woul d have the

facilitator poll the councils to find what that
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pressi ng question mght be. There also, you wll
note that there's a synergy wwth EDFMwi th the
nati onal efficacy workshop that you just heard
about, so if we can plan to maybe have these two,
t he managenent conponent and the science wor kshop,
bot h address conpl enentary aspects of
ecosystem based fishery managenent question that
the (inaudible) could be useful and interesting.
And then the second conponent that you see listed
up here is Skill Devel opnent in our proposal for
how we woul d do these trainings. W want to just
focus on educating nenbers and staff on a
particular thene but also including sone conponent
of a skill for council nenbers, particularly, and
so the one that seened of nost interest for al
councils would be the topic of devel opi ng
successful notion, so we would try to plan in
maybe a two- hour session of skill devel opnent with
respect to devel opi ng noti ons.

So with that, that sunmmarized our
di scussion of the Steering Conmttee. | would

suggest that the -- | don't knowif Bill Tweit has
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any additional comments he wants to provide, or
perhaps Tomas well, as |eading the charge on
devel opi ng the RST and working with a contractor.

MR TWEIT: This is Bill Tweit. D ana,
that was a fantastic and very thorough
presentation. Thank you so nuch. | just want to
thank the fell ow nenbers of the Steering
Commttee. |It's been a very productive working
group. Particularly thanks, D ana, for her
efforts to keep us on track as well as her
excell ent work at recordi ng our decisions and
communi cati ng our outcones and then finally thank
Tom and t he New Engl and Council for being willing
to -- if the CCC approves this, for being willing
to take this on.

| think many of us were saddened when
the fisheries forumceased to exist, and as we'd
really appreciated the services the fisheries
forum had provided to the councils that | think we
said it took for granted how easy it was that it
didn't | ook very easy and certainly as now havi ng

seen what it takes, at least in part as the
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Steering Commttee, hats really off to themfor
what they have done, but | think we're on a great
path here assum ng the CCC agrees to support this,
to be able to replace those functions, | think
they're very valuable and they'll hel p us make our
council system even better, so thanks to all.

MR NES: If | mght, M. Chair, this
is TomNes, sol'dIlike to thank Bill for
chairing the Steering Commttee and D ana for
doing a lot of the work, and I'd like to al so
t hank the Agency and Stephani e Hunt for coughing
up part of the cost for this program because |
think that'll really help the councils, and |
think the NMFS participation will be very
val uabl e for us.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you,

Di ana, for the very good presentation, and | want
to thank New Engl and Council for offering to host
our (inaudible) Training next year, so we | ook
forward to the details. Do we have any questions
fromthe North Pacific?

MR. WTHERELL: They don't have any
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guestions at the nonent.

SPEAKER: None from nme either. Thanks,
great | ob.

MR. SOLIAlI: Pacific Council?

MR. TRACY: Thanks. | don't have any
questions. | don't know if Phil or Marc m ght
have questi ons.

MR. GORELNIK: | do not. But thanks to
everybody for putting together the report for us,
the very well thought out thing (inaudible).

MR. ANDERSON:. Yes, and the only coment
| have is | also regret the past thing with the
fishery forumand | ooking forward to seei ng how
this new approach works, but that's ny only
conmment .

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.

Cari bbean?

MR. HANKE: No comments. Thank you very
much for the presentation.

MR SCLIAI: Al right, @lf Council?

M5. SIMMONS. Yes, thank you, M.

Chair. Thank you, Dianna and Tom and everybody
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for all your hard work on this. It looks like a
great proposal. Wth all these neetings kind of
stacking up next year, | guess it's going to be

really difficult perhaps to find a date that's
going to work for everyone, so | guess the sooner
we m ght have an idea when that woul d be the
better.

| know you're just trying to get the
call for proposals out to get a facilitator right

now, so | guess all in the sane vein, if a

particular council can't make those dates or could

only send one person, would the intent be to open
those slots up to another council or to the
science center staff or other NMFS staff to fill

t hose spaces so that you add 42 people for every
nmeeting; would that be the intent?

M5. EVANS: Hi . Thank you, Carrie,
through the Chair. W haven't really tal ked about
that issue or that particular nuance. So | don't
really have a good answer. | think we could
probably -- | think that we woul d not necessarily

want to have a preponderance of people only for
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one council, well, because it seens |like we'd
def eat sone of the object of having that
cross-council connection, but naybe | guess |
haven't thought that through. | don't know if
ot hers have thoughts on that.

MR TWEIT: This is Bill. 1In our
experience, fisheries forumwas al ways able to
find dates that seened to work evenly well for all
the councils, and so, yes, as D ana said, we
really haven't grappled with that. | think we
just went in thinking if the fishery forum could
find those dates, we probably can, too. If we
aren't able to, that does strike ne as a difficult
guestion to answer because Diana is absolutely
right if it starts being dom nated by just a few
councils then it really loses a | ot of value
qui ckly.

M5. SI MMONS: Ckay, thank you very nuch.
| think that'll be a big challenge and | just feel
| i ke we have a | ot of neetings in 20/21 that we've
kind of deferred with the national SSC neeting and

others, so that I know as we progress to this
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assum ng to have sone spare dates, the sooner, the
better perhaps.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. | agree with
Carrie, sooner the better if we could have that
now schedul ed for next year. South Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: No comments, thank you.

MR SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

MR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair, | have
one qui ck suggestion. Thanks, Diana, for the
presentation. | had noticed that the proposed
topics included EBFF. |'m hoping that we plan
al so to have a di scussi on about EAFF, and j ust
hope that the Md-Atlantic Council wll get
i nvol ved with to talk about that |I'm sure |ater,
but that would be hel pful. Thank you.

MR LU SI: M. Chairman, | also have
sonething. This is Mke fromthe Md -- just
(i naudi bl ) anot her question and thanks,
everybody, for all your hard work. In thinking
about who would we m ght want to suggest to go to
this neeting, would the intent of this neeting be

relatively along the sane lines as the fisheries
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forum where you didn't necessarily have to be a
seasoned pro or a veteran for being able to
devel op, you know, your skillsets as a council
menber .

You know, we have a nunber of new
council menbers com ng onboard this year. It
woul d be nice to have the agenda and the subject
matter and the facilitation be, you know, set up
so that folks who have not spent a lot of tine
around the council table would (inaudible) be able
to (inaudible) gain a |lot of know edge fromthe
nmeeting. | just would |l et D ana know as a
suggestion. Thank you.

M5. EVANS:. Through the Chair, if |
m ght respond to that, the one stipulation that we
did tal k about was that this would be available to
council nmenbers after their first year on the job,
I f you like, because that first year you have the
opportunity to attend new council nenber training,
and | suspect still getting your feet underneath
you, but we were thinking of having this be

avai |l abl e to council nembers who've had that first
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year and have sone, you know, experience with the
council topics and the council m ssion.

MR. LU SI: That hel ps. Thank you,
Diana. | admt if you said that during your
presentation, I'msorry | mssed that. Thank you.

M5. EVANS: (i naudible).

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. Any ot her
coments from New Engl and Council ?

MR NES:. | don't have any comments,
M. Chair.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.
Western Pacific? Have anything --

M5. SIMONDS: | don't have any, and of
course thanking everybody, I"mgoing to refer to
John. Did you have a comment on this, Gourley?

MR. GOURLEY: No, | did not. Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.
Thank you, again, D ana, and noving on,

(i naudi bl e) Council ?

MR SOLIAI: Al right, do we have any

coments from NVFS? And there being none, we'll

nove on to adm nistrative update on voti ng
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recusals. Oh, | think we need a break. Wy don't
we take a 15-minute break at this junction.

Sorry, Adam we'll conme back to you. W'Ill take a
15-m nute recess --

MR. | SSENBERG  Ckay.

MR, SCLIAI: -- and then we'll cone
back.

(Fifteen-m nute recess.)

M5. SIMONDS: (inaudible) after we
conpleted the adm ni strative section because we
are doing sone |ast mnute work on recommendati ons
that we'd like to quickly go through, but there
are -- you know, councils have sone edits, so we'd
|ike to get back in and conplete the agenda, and
then we need to have a break to conplete the
recommendations for -- we need half an hour and
they will be prelimnary recommendati ons, but we
want to nmake sure that everybody at |[east got to
see them and we will conplete the recommendati ons
and send themout tonmorrow with all of the EDs and
chairs and vice-chairs having reviewed the

recommendations. So, M. Chairman, can we go back
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i n and conpl ete the agenda?

So apol ogi es, Adam

MR. SOLI Al: Yes, apologies for the
del ay and the m sconmuni cati on on our part, so
continue on with our agenda, but before |I do so, |
just want to nmake an announcenent for public
comments, the same announcenent that we nade
yest erday, that any nenbers of the public
i nterested in nmaking public comment at the end of
today should send a private chat to N chol as
Pieper; he's |listed as the host at the top of the
panelists list with your nanme and your
affiliation, and we ask that you keep your
comment s under three m nutes.

And so fromthere, we'll go back to
adm ni strative, voting recusals, so turn it over
to Adam Thank you, Adam for your patience.

MR. | SSENBERG. Thank you, M.
Chairman. So |I've got two itens to address. |I'm
going to take themone at a tine and we'll stop
after each of themfor any comments or di scussion,

and | think at least the first should be fairly
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brief, and that is an update on the voting recusal
regul ation. As you all wll recall, the agency
had i ssued a proposed rule to anend the voting
recusal regulations last year, and we are finally
at the point where we are putting a final rule to
cl earance within the Agency. So we have taken
into account all of the comments.

We've | ooked at themvery carefully. |
know several of the councils submtted comments
and we have paid very close attention to those.

As |'msure you understand | can't at this point
tal k about the substance of the final rule. Al I
can say is that I'mvery hopeful that we wll have
a final rule published this year, and |I'm even
nore hopeful that it will be published before the
Sept enber neeti ng.

As much as you all probably don't want
to hear ne tal k about this again at another
council neeting, |'mhoping that we can keep this
of f the agenda at the next council neeting, so
what 1'd really like to see is for this to be out

by the Septenber neeting, but of course | can't
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prom se that. That is subject to the internal for
review as well as O RA cl earance.

So that is ny report, and |I'm happy to
t ake any questions or comments.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Adam Do we
have any comments or questions fromthe North
Paci fic Council?

MR. WTHERELL: Yeah, well, we probably
do. M question, Adam is, it cones out in
Septenber and you didn't want it on the agenda;
wel I, how do we ask you any questions we m ght
have relative to the final rule and interpretation
in the final rule?

MR, | SSENBERG Well, |I'm happy to talk
about it again. If you want to hear ne tal k about
it again, |'mhappy to do it.

MR. WTHERELL: | appreciate that.

Thank you. Qur chair or vice-chair m ght have a
conment .

MR. KINNEEN: Yeah, no questions. This

Is Sinmon, just a quick coment that, you know,

this has been dragging out for quite a while, but
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we do appreciate your attention in trying push it
forward and do hope that it can be resol ved by
Sept enber, so thank you.

MR OLIVER Sinon, this is Chris.
Actually | noticed they drug it out a long tine,
and so I'll do whatever | can to help get us
across the finish line on this.

MR. KINNEEN: Al right. Thanks, Chris.

MR SCLIAI: Al right, Pacific Council ?

MR. TRACY: Yeah, thanks, Adam |I'm
| ooking forward to seeing the final rule out.

WIIl there be an opportunity or will you direct
NOAA GC staff to brief the councils on the results
of this once it's out so that everybody is aware
of features in it (inaudible)?

MR. | SSENBERG  Yes, you know, | think
we can certainly recomend to our NOAA GC regi onal
offices that they offer briefings to each of the
councils. The final rule as was the proposed rule
was, you know, vetted through a NOAA GC wor ki ng
group that includes nenbers fromeach of the GC

regional offices who work with all of you, so

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page:

143

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

they're al

| famliar with it.

VR.

TRACY: kay, thanks. Phil or Marc,

do you have any other comments or questions?

Cari bbean,

Thank you.

Sout h At ant

you.

t hanks.

Thank you.

VR.
VR.
VR.
do
VR.

DR.

VR,

VR.

D 3

D 3

IVR.

GORELNI K: | do not.

ANDERSON:  Not hi ng here.

SOLIAI: Al right, thank you.

you have any comments or questions?

HANKE: No comments at this tine.

SOLIAI: Al right. @lf Council?
FRAZER: No conments.

SOLIAI: No comment. Al right,

i c?

CARM CHAEL: No questions, thank

SOLI Al ; Md-Atlantic?

MOORE: No questions acknow edged,

SOLIAI: Al right, New Engl and?

NI ES: No questions or comments.

SOLIAI: Al right, Western Pacific?
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| guess the only comment | would have, Adam thank
you for the presentation and we | ook forward to
seeing that final ruling when it cones out, that
just want to reiterate the concerns that we've
expressed and the coments that we' ve provided and
the letter that our council has sent to you
currently as it sits.

You know, if the proposal applies as
proposed, essentially our industry nenbers wll
have to recuse thenselves fromvoting on issues,
so we hope that that consideration could be nmade
to reconsider the attribution of enpl oyees so that
it could be agreed better than if on the original
proposal .

M5. SIMONDS: Right. Thank you, Archie.
Right. | think the bottomline explanati on was
that you as an enpl oyee could be influenced by,
you know, the president, or whatever, of the
multibillion-dollar corporation, so, you know,
obviously | don't |ook forward to the final rule,
but it is what it is for now.

MR. | SSENBERG  Wel I, thank you, and,
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you know, as | said, we have | ooked at all the
coments very carefully, and, you know, consi dered
themand the rule will address it to the comments.

MR SCLIAI: Al right, thank you. Are
there any comments from NMFS? No? All right,
we'll nove on to the next item Adam the FO As.

MR. | SSENBERG Yes. So on this one, |
don't really have a presentation. | know that the
counci | s requested an opportunity to tal k about
FOA | have to confess that | amnot entirely
sure, you know, what the issue is, but |
understand there are sone issues with, you know,
concern about the burden of FO As on the councils,
and so, you know, |I'm happy to address any
comments or questions on the issue.

M5. SIMONDS: Right. Carrie, | think
you had sone questions about this, and then | have
a conment .

MR. SCLIAI: Sorry, Adam Are you done?

MR | SSENBERG Yes, |'mdone. | can't
hear Carrie, though.

MR, SCLIAI: Oay. Carrie?
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M5. SIMMONS: Can you hear ne now?

MR | SSENBERG  Yes.

M5. SI MMONS:  Ckay.

MR | SSENBERG Yes, we can.

M5. SIMMONS: W had a presentation, |
believe, fromsoneone in the FO A office a couple
of years ago regardi ng sone i ssues we have in our
region with the FOAs, and it primarily had to do
With estimating cost. So | don't have the
specific right now, but it just seened |ike each
of the regions estinmate cost of (inaudible) FOA
request very differently, so if you could provide
the best point of contact when we have questions
and we receive another FOA in the future when
we're estimating fees that would be great for
ri ght now.

MR. | SSENBERG. Ckay. Yeah, we can
provide a point of contact for that and provide
sone gui dance, but | don't necessarily have a nane
for you right now, but we can get back to you and
we can al so suggest that, you know, we could

consi der providi ng sone gui dance on how costs are
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esti mat ed.

M5. SI MMONS: Thank you.

M5. SIMONDS: Ckay, so | guess it was
| i ke a year or so ago | was in NOSS (phonetic)
of fices and ny understanding is that there was an
initiative having to do with FO A and the
councils, but so it was just recently that | guess
Mark Graf was working on, so then but when |
qgueri ed Tucker (phonetic) about it after the
federal register notice went in, he said that
you're not continuing the initiative, so |I'm
really not sure what the initiative was all about,
but it sounded interesting to this council because
| think we get nore FO As than any other council.

| was checking with the other councils,
and sone of them maybe one in five years, so
obviously we're interested in what was that
initiative that you all were |ooking at.

MR. | SSENBERG Yeah, and | do know a
little bit about that, and |I think perhaps calling
it an "initiative" may be overstating (laughter)

what was really an idea, and, you know, and
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exactly what the line between idea and initiative
is, | don't know, but --

M5. SI MONDS: Ckay.

MR, | SSENBERG -- you know, | think ny
understanding is that Mark Graf who is the NOAA
FO A coordi nator, and had a conversation wth you,
Kitty, about, you know, ways to potentially
relieve sone of the burden on the councils, and |
think part of the issue was the burden of
searching and were there sone of that work for
doi ng the searches could be brought back to NMFS
and NOAA.

And | think Mark's idea was to, as |
understand it, redefine what woul d be consi dered
an Agency records, and to say the only things that
were on NOAA servers or was addressed to a
NOAA. gov address were consi dered Agency records,
and | don't fully understand the scope of what he
was proposing. | think part of what he was
t hi nki ng was assumi ng that the councils all used
NOAA. gov enai |l addresses or at |east had been at

their disposal.
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But in any event, you know, and this is
not to disparage Mark, but I will say that, you
know, | don't think Mark in floating that idea
really fully understood, you know, the council
system or how, you know, the councils relate to
the Agency, and | don't think that there's really
a |l egal basis to suggest that the docunents
reflecting council business aren't Agency
docunents and that the Agency doesn't have control
over those.

You know, | think if -- you know, this
is really beyond ny purview, but, you know, I
think that if the councils all wanted to operate
under NOAA. gov, enmil addresses on the server then
concei vably, you know, sone of that work coul d be
brought back to NMFS. |'m not speaking for NMFS
as to whether they're wlling to take on that
wor k, but, you know, |'mnot sure that's sonething
that you all want to, you know, do in any event.

M5. SIMONDS: Al right, well, thank
you, for this explanation. |'ll have to think

about it in case | want to bring it up again.
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MR. | SSENBERG Ckay. Fair enough.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you.
We'll go around the table. North Pacific, do you
have any questions or comments?

SPEAKER: | don't.

MR, SCLIAI: Pacific Council?
TRACY: No questi ons.

SOLI Al: Cari bbean?

2 3 D

HANKE: No questions or comments.
Thank you. This is Marcos.

MR SOLIAI: @lf? Carrie, you have
anything el se to add?

M5. SIMMONS:. Thank you, M. Chairman.
| think Kitty's question kind of rem nded ne of
what our original questions were a couple of years
ago when we had this presentation and it builds on
that, and that is the burden of our staff doing
t hose searches and not being able to bill their
tinme for the searches because we don't have a NOAA
emai | address. So like | already nentioned, if
you can provide a point of contact in the future

for us to reach out to for the next time | receive
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one of those requests,

t hat woul d be very hel pful.

Thank you.

MR. | SSENBERG Yes, we can do that.

MR. SCLIAI: Thank you. South Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: No questions, thank
you.

MR. SOLIAI: Md-Atlantic?

MR. MOORE: None. Thank you, Adam

MR SCLI Al: New Engl and?

MR. NIES: None. Thank you.

MR, SOLIAI: Wst Pac? | think Kitty

covered it.
MR OLI VER
MR SOLI Al ;
this time, 1'11

Ni chol as,

MR. Pl EPER:

peopl e interested in making public comrents.

first

Fi sheries and Viking Village fisheries. |

is Greg D Donenico,

Do we have any comments from NMFS?

No, not hi ng.

Al right. Al right, at

take public comments. M.

do we have any public coments?

Yes, we do. W have two
The
and he represents Lund

Wi ||

unmute himin a second here.

VR, SCLI Al':

Thank you.
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MR. PIEPER Geg, we should be able to
hear you now.

MR. DI DOVENI CO.  Good afternoon, can you

hear ne?

MR. PIEPER  Yes, we can hear you.

MR. DIDOVENI CO Excellent. 1"l be
brief. | know you guys have had a | ong coupl e of
days here. M nane's G eg D Donenico. | was

maki ng sone conmments here on behal f of Lund's
Fisheries in the Viking Village Fisheries. The
i ndustry (inaudible) extrenely concerned about the
reinstituting the observer coverage during the
time of this COVID virus, and we were wondering if
t he Agency or anybody el se had gui dance on what to
expect over the next 60 to 90 days regardi ng that
topic, and would they be at |east follow ng
state-by-state quarantine guidelines and until
such tinmes those were | essened or changed?

W were certainly hoping that the Agency
woul d be able to tell us if they were going to
continue the exenption of the observer coverage at

this tinme. Thank you.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page:

153

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, G eg.

MR | SSENBERG Are you on, Sanf
MR, RAUCH: | am

MR SCLI Al: Ckay.

MR RAUCH M. Chair, we'd like to

respond to that briefly.

MR. SCLIAI: Yes, go ahead, Sam

MR. RAUCH. Thank you. W have
observers in place in nmuch of the country. W've
been trying to be very differential to state and
| ocal guidance. It creates a difficult scenario
of when you've got various jurisdictions that put
up quarantines and ot her types of things, but
we' ve managed to maintain or reconstitute an
observer programin nmuch of Al aska, the \West
Coast, the Sout heast, and we are | ooking at that.

Ri ght now, we've got the Northeast as
being the one area in the country which currently
has a waiver. | think that waiver expires
shortly. W are |ooking at whether to extend
that. | expect a decision on that soon. | think

It expires tonorrow or over the weekend. W
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1 expect a decision about that soon. | do think

2 that these waivers are a short-termthing.

3 There is nothing inherently nore

4 danger ous between an observer and a fisherman, and
5 so we need to be sonewhat understandi ng about what
6 the true natures of the dynamcs are. W're

7 working with the observer providers to try to nake
8 sure that when those waivers are lifted, they're

9 done as safely as possible. But bearing in m nd,
10 I n nmost of the country we currently do have

11 observers back on boats around the country, but

12 we're working on that. | expect a decision on

13 whet her to extend that waiver for the com ng weeks
14 shortly.

15 MR, SCLIAI: Al right. Thank you, Sam
16 Al right. For our next public comment, N chol as,
17 pl ease.

18 MR. PIEPER  Yes, the next public

19 comment is fromMGew R ce, the charter boat

20 captain, and I amunnuting it now. MGew we

21 shoul d be able to hear.

22 MR. RICE: Can you hear ne okay, Archie?
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MR. SOLIAl: Yes, go ahead, McGew. You
have the fl oor.

MR RICE: Ckay. Yeah, this is
regarding | egislative part of the agenda today.
|"mjust reiterating what John Gourl ey said about
the billfish act that was passed by Congress and
have had an i nmedi ate effect on our Hawai i
| ongline fishery with pricing and being able to
get rid of the fish. Now w th the shutdown, not
being able to export billfish into the U S., even
nore devastating to the industry.

Congress did not follow the science on
this act being that the blue marlin is not being
overfished and not in an overfish state, and as
this act does, it took the whole country in wear
one size does not fit all, and also on that Hawaii
rel eases nore blue marlin than anywhere else in
the world. Qur charter fleet really has an
80- percent rel ease rate.

Also I'd like to reiterate a little bit
what | said yesterday about the CARES Act being

that our charter fishing fleet is a
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hundr ed- percent shutdown and with no end in sight.
Li stening to our governor, we don't have our
permts and basically I'd say a third of that
fleet will be out of business here being that

t hey' ve been shutdown for eight weeks with no
tourists comng into the state, and we can't even
take charters fromthe people that are here that
want to go fishing. So, anyway, that's all |
have. Thank you.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, McGew. Does
anybody el se want to respond to that? No? Ckay,
all right. Do we have any other public coments,
Ni chol as?

MR PIEPER. No, that is it.

MR, SCLIAlI: ay, thank you. [|'m going
to ask if we are ready to proceed. | know we
needed to take another break so we can finalize
our reconmendati ons.

MR QOLIVER M. Chairman, Chris here.
Can you hear ne?

MR. SOLIAl: Go ahead, Chris.

MR. OLIVER Yeah, |I'msorry. | was
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1 doubl e-taski ng here, but did you want revisit that
2 -- | know there was one issue we wanted to revisit
3 that could affect the cooments and that was the

4 coment extending the coment period on the

5 know edge of unknown stock status. | just want to
6 say that | don't think we're under any burning

7 | egal deadline to get that conpleted. |[|'m

8 perfectly anenable to giving the councils

9 addi tional tinme.

10 | guess ny question is: | know often in
11 nmy experience in the North Pacific when we're

12 dealing with these kind of technical issues, we

13 were able to get that council input through the

14 staff or some conbination of staff and our SSC or
15 I ndi vi dual SSC nenbers with the rel evant expertise
16 wi t hout convening a formal neeting, for exanple,

17 of the council or SSC, so | guess ny question to
18 t hose (inaudi ble) and Tom and the others is, how
19 much tinme do you think we need, Tom if we gave 30
20 nore days, would that do it?

21 M5. SIMONDS: What do you think? |

22 think for --
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MR. TRACY: So this is Chuck.

M5. SIMONDS: -- us it's okay, but --

MR. TRACY: You know what? So our next
council neeting is in two weeks, the SSC. O
course they've already, you know, done a -- filed
a Federal Register notice and all that business.
This isn't on our agenda, but, you know, we
woul dn't be able to, you know, run comments
t hrough our SSC and then in the council until
Septenber, so | --

MR OLIVER And that's why | added that
there was an alternative nechanismto do it a bit
nore formally through your staff and consultation
Wi th the appropriate expertise on your SSC. So
that's why | asked; that's a long tine.

M5. SIMONDS: Right.

MR. TRACY: Well, that's not the way we
| i ke to do business, but | don't know, nmaybe [|'I|
ask nmy chair or vice-Chair that question.

MR. OLI VER.  Ckay.

MR. ANDERSON: This is Phil. Chris, |

mean, | understand that waiting, and it sounds
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| i ke for us to go through our nornmal process which
woul d take us essentially to the end of Septenber
before we provide you sone response is too | ong
period for you, is what |'mhearing, so in the --
if that is true, and, you know, we w |l make our
best efforts to set up an opportunity to provide
coments probably through far nore from Chuck to
your office utilizing our expertise that we have
in the council, but I would request that we be
given until July 1st to provide that if we're
going to need to use that alternative approach.

MR. OLIVER  Yes, thanks, Phil, and I'd
al so note that here we're all operating virtually
anyway, and it nmay not be a stretch to pull
together a teleconference, if you will, to get
that review of clearance, so maybe |'l|l get Sam or
Jenni to opine on the tineline issue and what the
| npacts and downsi des are waiting | onger than,
say, another nonth or so.

MS. WALLACE: Yes, hi, this is Jenni,
or, Sam did you want to go?

MR. RAUCH. No, go ahead.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page: 160

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

M5. WALLACE: Yeah, | nean, we've been
wor ki ng on the stock for quite sone tine, so, you
know, we are interested in getting it out sooner
than later, but really appreciated hearing from
you all yesterday of your interest to take a
cl oser look. | think the recomendati on of the
July 1lst seens reasonable giving councils that
opportunity, and then that gives us tine to really
get back in and finalize that.

The other comments | kind of wanted to
make is that we anticipate this really being a
| i vi ng docunent, so it's quite a one-and-done type
of thing, so as you're going through the review
and when we send it back to you, | will reiterate
that | just wanted to nake sure that that's clear.
There will always be tines when there's tine at
| ssue (inaudible) in the future as well.

MR, OLIVER  So, Phil and others, how
about if we say, |ook, we recognize the need for
extra time. W'Ill |look at it at |east until
t hrough June, July 1st, and if it | ooks like

that's going to sonehow be problematic, we'l]l
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cross that bridge then if we need to.

M5. SIMONDS: Chris, is it possible for
the Pacific Council to anmend the FR notice and to
I nclude this subject in their SSC and counci
notices? | nean, that does happen, you know.

MR, OLIVER  Wen's your neeting?

MR. TRACY: The SSC starts the 10th.

MR OLIVER  kay, so within 23 days. |
t hi nk Sam or Adam coul d weigh in on that question.

M5. SI MONDS: Yeah.

MR, RAUCH. Well, |'d defer to Adam and
ny point, we try to be rigorous about these
fishing nmaki ng docunents being on the agenda. |
t hi nk your conmments on our proposal, not really
the same kind of council decision that | would be
overly concerned about. It mght technically not
-- it's not really the sanme kind of decision as if
you were taking final action (inaudible). W're
just providing cooments on a docunent then, so |
don't know that you need the full notice
opportunity, but maybe | am getting out ahead of

nmy (inaudible) council. W'IlIl |et Adam wei gh in.
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MR. OLIVER  Yeah, | (inaudible) -- 1
| i ke your answer.

MR. I SSENBERG No, | think that's
probably right. You know, | don't know what the
i ndi vidual council practices are, so, you know, |
woul d | eave that up to each council to decide what
their (inaudible). But at the end of the day, you
know, | think that, you know, there is probably
not nmuch of a problemw th (inaudible) discussing
t hese (inaudible) docunents --

SPEAKER: (i naudi bl e).

MR. ANDERSON: M. Chairman, this is
Phil Anderson again, if | may?

MR SOLIAI: CGo ahead, Phil.

MR. ANDERSON: So as | think about this,
this will be a significant violation of our nornal
protocols in terns of getting including our
advi sory panel, our SSC, and nenbers of the public
in terms of weighing in on comments that we
provide to NOAA Fisheries on a topic like this, so
| want to put that out there, and that of course

the added difficulty of trying to have these
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neetings in the virtual neeting node adds to the

difficulty, frankly, of taking things on kind of

on ad hoc basis which is pretty much what this is
going to be. But | want to put that out there.

| appreciate Jenni's remark about this
being a |living docunent and so forth, and that
suggests to ne that there is opportunities down
the road that if what you end up with is sonething
that is problematic for one or nore of the
councils that we have a chance to cone back, but |
do just want to put it out there that this is a
significant departnent from our normal way of
doi ng business, at least in the Pacific council,
in ternms of providing conmments to NOAA Fisheries
on matters |like this.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you. [|'II
ask the other councils if they have any coments
on this particular matter. North Pacific?

MR. WTHERELL: Thank you. The only
thing I have is should we anticipate an email from
you requesting our coments, and with sone

specifics or we just take this discussion and
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communi cate it with our SSC and council ?

M5. WALLACE: This is Jenni. |I'm
wlling to send out an email wth attaching the
docunent and giving naybe a line just to finalize
this for everybody.

MR. WTHERELL: That'll be hel pful.
Thank you.

MR. SOLIAl: Cari bbean?

MR. HANKE: No comments at this tine,

t hank you.

MR, SCLIAI: @lf Council?

M5. SIMMONS. Yes, thank you, M.

Chai rman. We can neet the July deadline, but it
-- well, | think we can neet it. W nmay not have
a formal SSC review, but we could get a couple of
SSC nenbers perhaps do it. | have a question |
was thi nking of now. Jenni, do you know if the
Regi onal NWVFS staff have had a chance to review

t hi s docunent ?

M5. WALLACE: Yes. W were very
i nvol ved, and they were a big part of it.

M5. SIMVMONS: Ckay. Thank you.
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MR. SOLIAI: The South Atlantic?

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yes, thanks for the
opportunity to comment on this sone nore and the
extra tinme. Like the others, we have a counci
meeting comng up starting June 8th, so we wll
have to take Sami s recommendati on and go ahead and
put it on our agenda as anot her busi ness topic,
and we can run it through and do whatever SSC
coments we can because obviously to go through
the regul ar process of setting up even a webi nar
neeting and getting it in the federal register
notice and all that is going to put us, all of us,
quite a bit later than July 1st, so we'll do the
best we can with the extra tinme y'all are giving.
Thanks.

MR, SCLIAI: WlIl, thank you.
Md-Atlantic?

MR. MOORE: Thanks. No additi onal
conment s.

MR SCLI Al: New Engl and?

MR NES: M only comment is to thank

M. Oiver. W appreciate this opportunity.
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Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you. Kitty, do you
have anything else from Wst Pacific (phonetic)?
No? All right, thank you, Chris. Do we have any
ot her issues that CCC wants to revisit at this
time?

MR OLIVER  Just, M. Chairman, it's
Chris again. | don't know how you want to handl e
this or wait and tal k about this later, but there
was a m nor question or a suggestion of maybe
unl ess we need to nore frequently go to nonthly
CCC calls after this, to touch base, and then the
ot her issue was the discussion of a fall neeting
which typically in D.C., which that was still in
tentative node of whether we're going to be back
open and operational, and so | don't know if you
all wanted to have any discussion of that before
we cl ose out today.

MR, SCLIAI: [I'lIl open it up for any
coments in this manner (phonetic).

MR WTHERELL: 1'll comment. Hey,

Chris, | find the nonthly calls for (inaudible)

a
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highly (inaudible). | find those hel pful even
(i naudi bl e) frequency.

MR. OLIVER. That seens |ike a good
frequency you said, Dave?

MR. W THERELL: Yes.

MR. OLI VER (Good. Gkay. And obviously
i f sonmething conmes up that we need to tal k about,
we'll go over this.

M5. SIMONDS: So, hey, Chris, this is
Western Pacific Council. W, too, |look forward to
t hese di scussions that we have had every other
week. | think that probably we've all |earned
nore about issues and things going on than we
normal 'y woul d have, so, you know, | advocate
continuing to do this, and if it's on a nonthly
basis, | think that's great.

MR. OLI VER:  Ckay.

MR. CARM CHAEL: Chris, it's South
Atlantic, and | would say it would be nice if you
guys start going back to sonme regular business, if
we coul d hear, you know, the status of folks

returning to regional offices and science centers
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Wit hin each of our regions and the progress on
getting fol ks back on the boats.

MR. OLIVER Yes, we wll definitely
keep you notified of any devel opnents there.

MR. KINNEEN. Chris, this is Sinon, just
Wi th respect to scheduling and neeting in person
in the fall tinme versus doing it virtually, it
just seens like it's going to be too early to
really have an intelligent conversation about that
at this point, so just |look forward to catching up
on those (inaudible).

MR. OLIVER  Yeah. | agree, Sinon. |
think it's alittle early to make the call of
whet her we have an in-person or virtual neeting in
Septenber. | think we need to see what transpires
over the next few weeks at | east.

MR. KINNEEN: That's good.

MR. TRACY: This is Chuck. Yeah, | do
appreci ate having the biweekly briefings. | think
t hey' ve been very hel pful, and | appreciate the
added communi cations. | nean, | think I would

prefer to have them maybe nonthly from here out.
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| think in terns of the COVID response, we've al

ki nd of digested that and kind of have other

(i naudi bl e) go off of that, but certainly that if
we coul d get sonething regularly scheduled is nuch
appr eci at ed.

MR. OLIVER  Yeah, | think the regqgular
di scussi ons that we've been having have been very
hel pful, and | think they would be in a non-COVID
environnent as well, so that's sonething for us to
t hi nk about longer term (inaudible). Thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Thank you, Chris. | think
we're all in agreenent, good path noving forward.
Al right, at this tine, I'm--

M5. SIMONDS: Right. And, Archie, let
me just add that the EDs, we'll continue to talk
about that fall neeting, you know, but we'll be
nmonitoring with NVFS, you know, over the next
nont hs or next several nonths.

MR SCLIAI: Al right. Gkay, so at
this time CCC needs about another 30 m nutes to
finalize our recommendations, so we're going to

take a break. It is 10:41 ny tine, so we'll take
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a break for 30 mnutes, and if we can cut it
short, we'll let everybody know. Al right, thank
you.

(Break, 5:41 p.m)

MR. SCLIAI: Al right, thank you for
your patience. The recommrendations are bei ng sent
out to everyone now as | speak, and | think,

Ni chol as, once you receive it, if you could please
put it onto your screen and share it.

MR. PIEPER. WII| do.

(Pause, recommendati ons posted on
screen)

MR SOLIAI: And while we're waiting for
these, | do want to say that these are a draft
recommendati ons that were devel oped by the council
and they were refined. They wll be refined and
distributed to the council tonorrow. There won't
be any additional recomendations, but what you'll
see is basically a rough draft. N cholas, have
you received it?

MR. PIEPER. Not yet. | believe it wll

be here any second.
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MR GORELNIK: | emailed it to himfrom
Mar c.

MR, SCLIAI: There we go. Al right,
again, | just want to rem nd everybody that these
are draft form and they'll be refined and sent
out to everybody tonorrow, so we'll go through
t hese one-by-one, then I'll introduce a notion and

ask for a second starting fromDay 1, and no
recommendati ons on the operations and the rile
maki ng.

For the CARES Act, the proposed
recommendation is the CCC recomends that if any
addi tional funds are provided and mtigate the
i npacts of COVID- 19 on the fishing industry,
commercial for hire recreational subsistence are
traditional; distribution of those funds should
take into account the use of other relief
prograns. Sone entities may have additi onal
opportunities to access prograns through the SBA,
USBA, PPP Program et cetera.

As a general principle, entities that

recei ve support from other prograns shoul d be
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given lower priority than those that do not. The
fundi ng all ocati ons shoul d consi der |ost revenue
during the actual period of |oss and the |oss
should be directly related to COVID-19. So |'l1
i ntroduce that as a notion, and |I'll ask for a
second.

MR. HANKE: Second.

MR SCLIAI: Al right. Can you
co-second it, please?

MR. HANKE: Marcos seconded (i naudible).

MR. SOLI Al: Ckay. Marcos seconded.
Are there any objections? Al right, hearing
none, we have consensus.

(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR SOLIAI: [|'ll nove on to the next
one. And no Recommendati ons for the NMFS updates.
So for the pronoting Seaf ood Executive Order, for
the record the CCC expresses its appreciation to
President Trunp and to Chris diver for the
Executive Order and notes that each council w ]l
be devel opi ng responses to the Executive Oder in

the comng nonths. Proposed recomendation in
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response to Assistant Adm nistrator for NOAA
Fi sheries, Chris Qiver's May 19th, 2020 letter
sent to the councils on behalf of Secretary Ross,
CCC reiterates the statenents and recommendati ons
it has nade in its May 16th, 2017, letter to
Congress. Secretary Ross and Interior Secretary
Zinke in its June 27, 2016, letter to President
(bama and its May 24th, 2017, outcone statenent and
recommendati ons regardi ng Marine Nati onal
Monunment, the CCC agreed to expeditiously submt
these letters to Secretary Ross in the batch of
I ndi vi dual council| recomendati ons regardi ng
EOL3921 on pronoting Aneri can Seaf ood
Conpetitiveness and Economc Gowth. So I|'l
I ntroduce the notion and I'lIl ask for a second.
MR. GOURLEY: Second. John Gourl ey.
MR. SOLI Al: Seconded by John Gourl ey.
Are there any objections? Hearing none, we have
consensus.
(Recommendati on adopted, no nays.)
MR. SOLIAI: W'Il nove on to the next

recommendation. |If could, scroll down, please.
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Thank you. Status of Policy D rectives and
Prioritization Devel opnment: The CCC requests NVFS
continue to develop and i nplenent a nmechani sm for
notifying and tracking the devel opnent of all
policy directives, procedural directives, and
associ at ed suppl enents such as regi onal
| npl ementation plans. 1'll introduce this as a
notion and ask for a second.

MR. ANDERSON: Phil Anderson. Second.

MR. SOLI Al: Seconded by Phil Anderson.
Are there any objections? Hearing, none, we have
consensus.

(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR. SOLIAI: The next one is the NS1
Techni cal Gui dance Wor kshop Wirkgroups. CCCis
concerned that a tech neno addressing data gaps in
al ternative managenent nmay not provide the
adequat e gui dance to resolve conflicts that arise
bet ween scientific advice on the demands of
current laws and policies. The CCCis also
concerned that the guidance may not adequately

address the need for status determ nation criteria
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1 for nodel -resistant stocks. Al right. | put

2 this in as a notion and ask for a second. Do we
3 have a second?

4 MR KINNEEN:. [|'Il second. This is

5 Si non.

6 MR. SOLIAI: Al right, seconded by

7 Sinmon. Do we have any objections? Al right,

8 t here bei ng none, we have consensus.

9 (Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)
10 MR, SCLIAI: The next one is the NMFS
11 status on changing stock Status from"Known to

12 Unknown". Proposed recommendation is the CCC

13 wel cones the opportunity to devel op opportunity to
14 review and comment on the draft procedural

15 gui dance for changi ng assessed (phonetic) stock
16 status from"Known to Unknown". ['Ill introduce
17 this as a notion, and | ask for a second.

18 MR. FRASER. This is Tom Fraser. |'I]
19 second that.

20 MR, SCLIAI: Al right, seconded from
21 Tom Are there any objections? Hearing none, we
22 have consensus.
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(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR, SCLIAI: And nove forward to funding
for basic surveys. (inaudible) recommend CCC
requests NMFS to provide nore information on plans
and strategies and how NMFS wi || deal with the
del ays in the NOAA ship and chartered surveys on
any alternative use of unused funding from FY2020.
Put this in as a notion and | ask for a second.

MR. KINNEEN: 1'Ill second that. This is
Si non Ki nneen.

MR. SOLIAI: Al right, seconded by
Sinmon. Thank you. Are there any objections?
Heari ng none, we have consensus.

(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR. SOLIAl: The next one is Fishery
Managenent and Services PPA. The CCC reconmends
NMFS support the use of one PPA with three
activities for the councils. One, Stock
Assessnent Support, Fornmer Expand Annual Stock
Assessnents, two, Peer Review Support, Forner
Counci|l Peer Review, and three, Council Managenent

Prograns. | n addition, the 2019 val ues for SCS
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and PRS shoul d not change but with one exception.
| f the SCS and PRS are allocated, the renai nder of
PPA shoul d be distributed using the established
council fornmula. This approach shoul d be
revisited if total PPA declines by nore than 10
percent fromthe 2019 total anount, i.e., less
than 28 mllion. Al right, I'll put this in as a
notion. Do we have a second?

MR. ANDERSON: Phil Anderson. Second.

MR. SOLI Al: Seconded by Phil. Do we
have any obj ections? Excuse ne. Al right,
heari ng none, we have consensus.

(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR, SCLIAI: Legislative issues, the
report on legislative and outl ook and MSA
aut hori zati on. CCC requests NOAA provide
statutory assistance for clarifying agriculture
authorities. 1'll introduce the notion and ask
for a second.

MR. GOURLEY: John Gourley. Seconded.

MR. SCLI Al: Seconded by John Gourl ey.

Do we have any objections? Hearing none, we have
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consensus.
(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)
MR. SOLI Al: Next one, Legislative
Wor kgroup Report. The CCC endorses and approves
t he CCC working paper as revised including a
st and- al one executive summary, reformatting of the
i ssues in the three nmajor topic categories,
updates to the council coment |etter section,
addition to the dates when the CCC consensus is
approved and perspectives nodified, and inclusion
of a newissue timng for F& revisions and its
associ ated consensus statenment. |'Ill introduce
the notion and ask for a second.
MR, GOURLEY: John Gourley. Seconded.
MR. SOLI Al: Seconded by Gourley. Thank
you. Do we have any objections? Al right,
heari ng none, we have consensus.
(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)
MR. SOLIAI: The next one is the
Habitat. CCC approves the habitat partner
engagenent |l etter approving sending the letter.

The CCC further endorses the fisheries science
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1 center engagenent webinar. Al right, 1"l

2 I ntroduce the notion and ask for a second.

3 MR REID: Eric Reid seconds.

4 MR, SCLIAl: Seconded by Eric Reid.

5 Thank you. Do we have any objections? Hearing

6 none, we have consensus.

7 (Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)
8 MR. SOLI Al: CMOD: CCC approves the Terns
9 of Reference and endorses the topics for the 20/21

10 CMOD training as proposed by the Steering

11 Commttee. |'ll introduce the notion and ask for
12 a second.

13 MR MOORE: Chris More. | second.

14 MR, SCLI Al: Seconded by Chris. Thank
15 you. Do we have any objections? Hearing none,
16 notion is carried.

17 (Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)
18 MR, SCLIAI: Admnistrative on the

19 voting recusal s? CCC requests that NOAA GC

20 regional offices brief councils on details of the
21 final ruling on voting recusals. |I'Il introduce
22 the notion and ask for a second.
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MR. KINNEEN: 1'll Second. This is
Si non.

MR. SOLIAl: Yes. Seconded by Sinon.
Do we have any objections? Al right, hearing
none, we have consensus.

(Recommendati on Adopted, No nays.)

MR SCLIAI: And FOA  The CCC requests
t hat NOAA GC provi de gui dance on how costs are
estimated for FO A requests as well as the PQOC for
foll owup questions. 1'll introduce the notion
and ask for a second.

MR. ANDERSON:. Phil Anderson. Second.

MR. SOLI Al: Seconded by Phil Anderson.
Are there any objections? No objections, we have
consensus.

(Recommendat i on adopted, no nays.)

MR. SOLIAI: And finally, other
busi ness? The CCC agrees to continue hol di ng
nonthly calls with NMFS. |'Il| introduce the
noti on and ask for a second.

MR. HANKE: Second. Marcos Hanke agai n.

MR. SOLIAI: Al right, seconded by
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Marcos. Any objections? And there bei ng none,

notion is carried, and that's it for our

recommendati ons, but again, like |I said earlier,
we'll be refining these recomendati ons and
sending it out to everybody via email, so thank

you for your indul gence.
(Recommendat i ons adopt ed, no nays.)

MR, SCLIAI: Al right. So that brings
us to the conclusion of our agenda. |'mgoing to
go down our |ist and ask all the councils if they
wi sh to nmake any final coments. So we'll start
with North Pacific.

MR. KINNEEN: Thanks, everyone, and
t hanks, Kitty and staff, for listing what was a
really (phonetic) virtual CCC (inaudible). A lot
of coordination went into nmaking that happen. Do
W sh that we were neeting in Hawaii but very nuch
| ooking forward to next year. You know, us in
Al aska, we would prefer that to be in February, so
but we'll just take what we can get, just really
appreci ate the coordination and coll aboration with

the other councils in NWFS, and we'll see you next
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year.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Sinon. Pacific
Counci | ?

MR. ANDERSON:. Just echo the comments of
Sinmon relative to the banks to the West Pacific
Council and, you, M. Chairman, for a great job in
chairing the neeting. These are tough ones to do.
| may have to put in a special request so | can
join you next year in Hawaii, but we'll see how
t hat goes, so thanks very nuch and thanks to all
the National Marine Fisheries Service staff who
contributed to a successful neeting as well, and
t hank you, Chris.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you. Thank you,
Phil. Wo do we have next? Caribbean?

MR. HANKE: Thank you, everyone, for a
great neeting. | certainly agree with the
previous comments. I'mstill waiting for the
machines to arrive at ny door, so (inaudible)
(laughter). Thank you to everyone.

MR. SCLIAl: Thank you, Marcos. @ulf?
@l f Counci | ?
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M5. SI MMONS: Yes, thank you, M.

Chair. W would just thank you for holding this

neeting and getting through all each agenda itens.

It was a | ong and aggressive neeting schedule, and

t hank you for getting us through that, and Chris
and his staff, thank you.

MR. SCLIAlI: Thank you, Carrie. South
Atl antic?

M5. MCCAWLEY: Yes, | just want to say
t hank you, M. Chairman, and thank you for hosti

the neeting, thank you to NOAA staff, and we | o0

ng
K

forward to the work on the national standards that

are going to wap up soon hopefully, and we real

appreciate the calls that NOAA has been hosting

ly

every two weeks; now, we're going to nonthly, but

that's been really helpful to hear about the COVID

| npacts and how NOAA i s respondi ng and what the
ot her councils are doing, so thanks again,
ever ybody.

M5. SOLI Al: Thank you, Jessica. Md
Atlantic?

MR. LU SI: Thank you, M. Chairman.
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go all the sane sentinents fromny coll eagues
around the country. Having had done a few of

t hese neetings now, | recognize the chall enges
that can cone with them but you and your team
fromthe West Pac did an amazing job of putting
this neeting together, and I 1ook forward to
seeing you all hopefully sonetinme soon. But
before | break, | would Iike to recognize soneone,
and |'ve asked Chris Miore to send al ong a Power
Point slide to Nicholas, so if N cholas -- don't

know i f you can put up that slide and share your

scr een.
MR. PIEPER Yes, | can do that.
MR LU SI: That will be great. Thank
you. Ckay, great, thank you very nuch. | would

like to take this opportunity to recognize a very
good friend and col |l eague currently serving as our
council's vice chair, M. Warren Elliott. Over
the next few nonths, Warren is going to be serving
out his third termon the council and therefore
this will be his |ast CCC neeting.

Warren and | both stepped into our
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1 | eadership roles back in 2016 when | think you

2 probably renmenber when you were there, Rick

3 Robbi ns and Lee Anderson were chair and

4 vice-chair, and over the past four years we've

5 | earned a | ot together, and Warren has done a

6 fantastic and trenendous job serving as vice chair
7 to our council. He has been an amazi ng support

8 both to ne and to Chris and our council staff

9 during the 23 neetings that we've sat together as
10 well as all these various | eadership neetings that
11 we attend as chair and vice-chair of the Md.

12 Warren is an incredibly and highly

13 respected nenber of our council, not only for the
14 work that he did for the nine years he served the
15 Md but for his ability to represent all of us in
16 the Md-Atlantic on various New Engl and

17 commttees. For those of you who have had the

18 opportunity to spend any tine and neet WAarren over
19 the years, you already know himto be a confident,
20 a kind, a thoughtful, and a very generous person.

21 He is certainly going to be m ssed.

22 So with that said, if | could ask
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everybody to take five seconds to take yoursel ves
off of nute, if that's possible; |I would |like for
you to join nme in congratulating Warren with a
mut ual round of applause for the first tine for
his time spent on the Md-Atlantic council and the
CCC. Congratul ati ons, Warren, and thank you.

( Appl ause) Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

MR. WARREN: Thank you. Thank you very

much, M ke, and thank you to all of you. It's
been a pleasure. | was really hoping to, you
know, end the termin Hawaii, but this is okay as

| ong as everybody is safe and healthy, so thank
you all very nmuch. | appreciate it.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you. Thank you,
M chael , and Warren. As chair of this CCC neeting
| want to thank you for the services that you've
provided to our nation's fisheries, and we w sh
you well as you sail off into the deep blue
yonder. Best of luck to you in the future.

MR. WARREN:. Thank you so nuch. |

appreciate it.
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MR, SCLIAI: Al right, we'll nove
forward to New Engl and Council .

DR. QUINN: Chairman John Quinn. | just
want to say ditto to all the great work that the
host s have done and al so ny good friend Warren
Elliott. W' ve been traveling around both the CCC
and NI CC together, so | wish himwell, and then |
just close in one a quote a relative new vice
chairman Eric Reid. | was on the phone with hima
m nute ago and | said, "How d you like the first
live CCC neeting," and he said, "This is where the
actionis. W talk across the country about
| nportant issues and policy issues, so it's really

great to be part of this," so thank you.

MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you. So
at this tine |"'mgoing to ask just --

M5. SIMONDS: Archie? Archie, excuse
nme, before you nove to the left to, | can't end
the neeting without nentioning one nore tinme about
our, and | hope you all, you know, smle as this,

the staff, has inforned ne that | have nenti oned

overfish and overfishing bottonfish for Anerican
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Sanpa 12 tines in 2 tinmes, so this is the | ast
time, but what | wanted to show you is that
fishery we're tal king about, do you see this right
here? It's called Auvili. It's a hand-crank
reel.

This is how they fish in Anerican Sanpa
for those overfished and overfishing bottonfish,
so showng that to you and then right next to it
is the electric wheels that we use in Hawaii and
y'all use everywhere else, but just so you know
that -- | don't know -- it mght [ ook prehistoric
to you, but this is how they fish in Anerican
Sanpa for bottonfish. So thank you very nuch, M.
Chai rman, you can proceed.

MR. SOLI Al: Thank you, Kitty, you're
not including the many tines that |'ve nentioned
overfished and overfishing for bottonfish al so,
so. (laughter) But it just highlights the
i nportance of the issue. At this tinme, |'mgoing
to ask Chris Aiver if he has any final coments.

MR. OLIVER  Yes, thank you. Thank you,

Chai rman Archie. | mght m spronounce your | ast

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



5/ 28/ 2020 NOAA Council Coordination Commttee Meeting Day 2 Page: 189

1 nanme, so I'll go with Chairman Archie. By the

2 way, Kitty, |I've fished for what's now call ed

3 (i naudi ble) a simlar device when | was a kid, so
4 that's neat to see. Just thank you, Chairnan, and
5 Kitty, of course, and all your staff for pulling
6 off a really good neeting, and our people, too,

7 that contributed to it especially, you, N cholas,
8 for the logistics and just wish we were all there;
9 | i ke everybody else said | wsh | was there

10 I nstead of here and | ook forward to when we can

11 all nmeet again together, so, yeah, and appreciate
12 t he di scussion, always good to talk to all of you
13 and wi sh all of you the best in health.

14 MR, SCLIAI: Al right, thank you,

15 Chris. Al right, on behalf of the Wstern

16 Pacific, | want to thank everybody for making the
17 time this week and taking it out of your busy

18 schedul es. Especially want to thank Chris, Sam
19 Ci sco, and Paul, you know, for being with us this
20 week. You know, in mdst of everything that's

21 going on and all the challenges that all the

22 councils face on a day-to-day business, | think
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the COVID-19 really escal ates, you know, the
probl ens that we face, and certainly having this
meeting virtually instead of in person, you know,
adds to that and not being able to be actively
participating, you know, in the work that we do
day to day really conplicates for us, not being
able to fish, not being able to provide for our
famlies which essentially what this is all about
But | think the biggest inpact to the
Western Pacific is particularly to the commerci al
fisheries is the inability to fish in 83-percent
of the US EEZ in waters around Hawaii and 52
percent of the U S. EEZ in our region especially
due to the Marine National Mnunent fishing
restrictions. | think we've highlighted on that

particul ar issue yesterday and hopefully there's

sonet hing that can be done about it, but I want to

t hank everybody, and | want to thank Chris, first
you know, for your support on the executive order
| think that was a great initiative noving

f or war d.

But | want to thank all the other
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council chairs, vice-chairs for being wth us
today, and | want to also thank the staff for al
the councils for, you know, participating in this
council, the CCC neeting. Hopefully the next
time, if we're not able to have it in Hawaii, I'd
be nore than happy to host it again here in
Anmerican Sanpa and invite all of you to our

beauti ful shores.

For those of you that haven't been here,
just think of Hawaii 40 years ago, so maybe t hat
can be a possibility sonetine in the future, but
|''msaying that | |look forward to seeing you all
i n Septenber, and as | nornally do, every counci
neeting that we have, it's customary we open it
with prayer, and we close it with a prayer. So
"Il close this neeting with a prayer, and |"'|
say it in English for the benefit of all of you.

Qur Graci ous and Heavenly Father, we
cone before Thee with hunble hearts as we express
our appreciation to your |ove and your gui dance
and your protection upon this CCC neeting and our

federal partners as we conclude this day. Thank
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you for your guidance in the |last two days
especially for your blessings as we continue to
sustain our fisheries as nmandated by | aw.
Fat her, we ask you that you lift this
CCC famly, bless our federal partners, bless our
nation and this world as face they COVID 19
pandem ¢ and then may you find a cure so that we
can all be protected. W ask that you forgive us
all of our sins, Father, and be with us, and be
with our council famlies. |[In Jesus' nanme, we
pray. Anmen.
MS. SI MONDS: Anen.
MR, SCLIAI: And I know on that note --
SPEAKER:  Anmen.
MR. SOLIAI: -- we stand adj ourned.
Thank you.
(Wher eupon, at 6:55 p.m, the
PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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