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CIVICS 101 – HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

435 VOTING MEMBERS* – BASED ON POPULATION

2-YEAR TERMS*

ALL 435 WERE UP FOR ELECTION IN 2022*

KEY COMMITTEE – NATURAL RESOURCES*

ALL REVENUE MEASURES MUST ORIGINATE IN THE HOUSE



CIVICS 101- SENATE

U.S. SENATE

100 MEMBERS – 2 FROM EACH STATE

6-YEAR TERMS

ONE THIRD OF SENATE UP FOR ELECTION EVERY 2 YEARS

KEY COMMITTEE – COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION



HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT!

WATCH “I’M JUST A BILL (SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK)”

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=TYEJ55O3EL0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyeJ55o3El0


117TH CONGRESS – WRAP UP

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 2023 (NDAA) 

PUBLIC LAW 117-263

• SHARK FINNING BAN

• REAUTHORIZATION OF THE CORAL REEF CONSERVATION ACT OF 2000

• BLUE ECONOMY VALUATION STUDY

• REGIONAL OCEAN PARTNERSHIPS

• NATIONAL OCEAN EXPLORATION

• MARINE MAMMAL RESEARCH & RESPONSE, MARINE MAMMAL HEALTH MAP, MARINE MAMMAL MORTALITY STUDY, 

LARGE CETACEANS PROTECTION/MONITORING

• OCEAN SOUNDSCAPE MONITORING PROGRAM

• U.S. COAST GUARD FISHING PROVISIONS

• RED SNAPPER



117TH CONGRESS – WRAP UP

CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023

PUBLIC LAW 117-328

• WEST COAST DRIFTNET BAN

• FISHERY RESOURCE DISASTERS IMPROVEMENT ACT

• ALASKA SALMON RESEARCH TASK FORCE ACT

• NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALE PROTECTION LIMITATION



117TH CONGRESS – WRAP UP

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT OF 2022 

PUBLIC LAW 117-169

• COASTAL COMMUNITY AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE

• CONSERVATION, RESTORATION, PROTECTION OF COASTAL HABITAT

• PROJECTS THAT SUPPORT NATURAL RESOURCES FOR DEPENDENT COMMUNITIES

• MARINE FISHERY/MARINE MAMMAL STOCK ASSESSMENTS

• NOAA, SANCTUARIES FACILITIES

• NOAA PLANNING, PERMITTING REVIEW EFFICIENCY

• OAR CLIMATE AND WEATHER FORECASTING

• OFFSHORE WIND MODELING AND ANALYSIS

• OFFSHORE WIND FOR TERRITORIES



118TH CONGRESS – NEW BEGINNING

• ALL LEGISLATION FROM THE 117TH CONGRESS IS GONE – MUST BE REINTRODUCED TO BE 

CONSIDERED

• SENATE REMAINS CONTROLLED BY DEMOCRAT PARTY

• HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOW CONTROLLED BY REPUBLICAN PARTY

• NEW CHAIRS FOR COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES

• NEW PRIORITIES

• SLIM MARGINS IN BOTH CHAMBERS



HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
118TH CONGRESS

• HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE / SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER, WILDLIFE AND 

FISHERIES (PREVIOUS NAME -WATER, OCEANS AND WILDLIFE)

• CHAIRMAN BRUCE WESTERMAN (R-ARKANSAS) – WAS RANKING REPUBLICAN IN 117TH

• RANKING DEMOCRAT RAUL GRIJALVA (D-ARIZONA) – WAS CHAIR IN 117TH

• SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR - REP. CLIFF BENTZ (R-OREGON) 

• SUBCOMMITTEE RANKING - REP. JARED HUFFMAN (D-CALIFORNIA) 

• SUBCOMMITTEE NAME CHANGE – SIGNALS CHANGE IN PRIORITIES?



HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEMBERS

FULL COMMITTEE REPUBLICANS – 25 FULL COMMITTEE DEMOCRATS – 20 – 2 VACANCIES

REP. BRUCE WESTERMAN (R-ARKANSAS) – CHAIR REP. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA (D-ARIZONA) – RANKING MEMBER

REP. DOUG LAMBORN (R-COLORADO) REP. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. ROB WITTMAN (R-VIRGINIA) REP. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN (D-CNMI)

REP. TOM MCCLINTOCK (R-CALIFORNIA) REP. JARED HUFFMAN (D-CALIFORNIA) 

REP. PAUL GOSAR (R-ARIZONA) REP. RUBEN GALLEGO (D-ARIZONA)

REP. GARRET GRAVES (R-LOUISIANA) REP. JOE NEGUSE (D-COLORADO) 

REP. AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN (R-AMERICAN SAMOA) REP. MIKE LEVIN (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. DOUG LAMALFA (R-CALIFORNIA) REP. KATIE PORTER (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. DANIEL WEBSTER (R-FLORIDA) REP. TERESA LEGER FERNÁNDEZ (D-NEW MEXICO) 

REP. JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN (R-PUERTO RICO) REP. MELANIE STANSBURY (D-NEW MEXICO) 

REP. RUSS FULCHER (R-IDAHO) REP. MARY SATTLER PELTOLA (D-ALASKA)

REP. PETE STAUBER (R-MINNESOTA) REP. ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ (D-NEW YORK) 

REP. JOHN CURTIS (R-UTAH) *REP. KEVIN MULLIN (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. TOM TIFFANY (R-WISCONSIN) *REP. VAL HOYLE (D-OREGON)

REP. JERRY CARL (R-ALABAMA) *REP. SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE (D-CALIFORNIA) 

REP. MATT ROSENDALE (R-MONTANA) *REP. SETH MAGAZINER (D-RHODE ISLAND)

REP. LAUREN BOEBERT (R-COLORADO) REP. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ (D-NEW YORK)

REP. CLIFF BENTZ (R-OREGON) REP. ED CASE (D-HAWAII)

*REP. JEN KIGGANS (R-VIRGINIA) REP. DEBBIE DINGELL (D-MICHIGAN)

*REP. JIM MOYLAN (R-GUAM) REP.  SUSIE LEE (D-NEVADA)

*REP. WESLEY HUNT (R-TEXAS) VACANCY

*REP. MIKE COLLINS (R-GEORGIA) VACANCY

*REP. ANNA PAULINA LUNA (R-FLORIDA)

*REP. JOHN DUARTE (R-CALIFORNIA)

*REP. HARRIET HAGEMAN (R-WYOMING) 



WATER, WILDLIFE, AND FISHERIES SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS

REPUBLICANS – 14 DEMOCRATS - 13

REP. CLIFF BENTZ (R-OREGON) - CHAIR REP. JARED HUFFMAN (D-CALIFORNIA) - RANKING MEMBER

*REP. JEN KIGGANS (R-VIRGINIA) REP. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. ROB WITTMAN (R-VIRGINIA) REP. MIKE LEVIN (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. TOM MCCLINTOCK (R-CALIFORNIA) REP. MARY SATTLER PELTOLA (D-ALASKA)

REP. GARRET GRAVES (R-LOUISIANA) *REP. KEVIN MULLIN (D-CALIFORNIA)

REP. AMATA COLEMAN RADEWAGEN (R-AMERICAN SAMOA) *REP. VAL HOYLE (D-OREGON)

REP. DOUG LAMALFA (R-CALIFORNIA) *REP. SETH MAGAZINER (D-RHODE ISLAND)

REP. DANIEL WEBSTER (R-FLORIDA) REP. DEBBIE DINGELL (D-MICHIGAN)

REP. JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN (R-PUERTO RICO) REP. RUBEN GALLEGO (D-ARIZONA)

REP. JERRY CARL (R-ALABAMA) REP. JOE NEGUSE (D-COLORADO)

REP. LAUREN BOEBERT (R-COLORADO) REP. KATIE PORTER (D-CALIFORNIA)

*REP. ANNA PAULINA LUNA (R-FLORIDA) REP. ED CASE (D-HAWAII)

*REP. JOHN DUARTE (R-CALIFORNIA) REP. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA (D-ARIZONA)

*REP. HARRIET HAGEMAN (R-WYOMING) 



PRIORITIES OF HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE:
MAJORITY OVERSIGHT PLAN FOR THE 118TH CONGRESS –

WATER, WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES SUBCOMMITTEE

• BUDGET AND SPENDING REVIEW 

• ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA) 

• MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT – THE MAGNUSON-

STEVENS ACT (MSA) IS THE PRIMARY STATUTE REGULATING COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL 

FISHING IN FEDERAL WATERS.  THE MSA WAS LAST REAUTHORIZED IN THE 109TH CONGRESS. 

WHILE THE COMMITTEE PASSED A PARTISAN MSA REAUTHORIZATION BILL IN THE 117TH CONGRESS, 

NO OVERSIGHT HEARINGS WERE HELD. ANY REAUTHORIZATION MUST FIRST PROVIDE FOR ROBUST 

CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE WITH AN EXAMINATION OF POLICY ISSUES RELATED TO 

REAUTHORIZATION AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR STAKEHOLDERS AND THE REGIONAL FISHERY 

MANAGEMENT COUNCILS TO PROVIDE INPUT.



OVERSIGHT PLAN FOR THE 118TH CONGRESS – CONT.

• 30X30 – OCEAN CONSERVATION IS NOT MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE TO ENSURING THAT OUR FEDERAL 

OFFSHORE WATERS SIMULTANEOUSLY REMAIN A VITAL, SUSTAINABLE, WORKING, AND 

RECREATIONAL RESOURCE FOR COMMUNITIES AND FISHERMEN. THE COMMITTEE WILL CONTINUE TO 

EXERCISE OVERSIGHT OF EXPANSIONS OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS AND MARINE NATIONAL 

MONUMENTS IN ORDER TO MEET THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S ARBITRARY 30X30 GOALS.

• GULF OF MEXICO RED SNAPPER – NOAA RECENTLY PUBLISHED ITS FINAL RULE TO IMPLEMENT 

CATCH LIMITS AND RECREATIONAL DATA CALIBRATION FRAMEWORK ACTIONS FOR GULF OF MEXICO 

RED SNAPPER. NOAA’S FLAWED RULE IS INTENDED TO PREVENT OVERFISHING BY MODIFYING EACH 

STATE’S ANNUAL CATCH LIMITS (ACLS) FOR RED SNAPPER. THIS NEW FORMULA WILL REQUIRE 

CALIBRATING STATES’ HIGH-QUALITY DATA TO THE LOW-QUALITY FEDERAL MARINE RECREATIONAL 

INFORMATION PROGRAM (MRIP) DATA. THE NEW CALIBRATION REQUIRED BY THE RULE COULD 

SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT SOME OF THE STATES’ RED SNAPPER QUOTA THIS YEAR.  THE COMMITTEE 

WILL CONDUCT OVERSIGHT OF NOAA AS THE AGENCY MOVES FORWARD WITH CALIBRATING THIS 

DATA.



OVERSIGHT PLAN FOR THE 118TH CONGRESS – CONT.

• PROTECTING SALMON FROM SEA LIONS 

• OFFSHORE WIND IMPACTS TO FISHERIES AND PROTECTED SPECIES – THE COMMITTEE WILL 

EXAMINE THE POTENTIAL EFFECTS AND MITIGATION OF OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY 

DEVELOPMENT ON FISHERIES AND PROTECTED SPECIES.

• AQUACULTURE – THE COMMITTEE WILL EXAMINE WAYS TO DEVELOP AQUACULTURE 

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

• PUBLIC ACCESS AND MANAGEMENT WITHIN THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM 

• MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT (MMPA) – NOAA HAS PROPOSED UNPRECEDENTED 

REGULATORY BURDENS IN THE NAME OF PROTECTING WHALES ON THE ATLANTIC COAST. THESE 

ACTIONS IMPOSE A HUGE RISK TO INDUSTRY AND PRIVATE CITIZENS ALIKE. THE COMMITTEE 

WILL EXAMINE WHETHER THESE REGULATIONS ARE BASED IN SOUND SCIENCE AND 

REASONING.



HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND 

RELATED AGENCIES

• REP. HAL ROGERS (R-KENTUCKY) – CHAIR REP. MATT CARTWRIGHT (D-PENNSYLVANIA) –
RANKING MEMBER

• REP. ROBERT ADERHOLT (R-ALABAMA) REP. GRACE MENG (D-NEW YORK)

• REP. JOHN CARTER R-(TEXAS) REP. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER (D-MARYLAND)

• REP. BEN CLINE (R-VIRGINIA) REP. DAVID TRONE (D-MARYLAND)

• REP. MIKE GARCIA (R-CALIFORNIA) REP. JOE MORELLE (D-NEW YORK)

• REP. TONY GONZALES (R-TEXAS)

• REP. ANDREW CLYDE (R-GEORGIA)

• REP. JAKE ELLZEY (R-TEXAS)



SENATE COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE – 118TH CONGRESS

• DEMOCRATS STAY IN CONTROL

• CHAIR – MARIA CANTWELL (D-WASHINGTON)

• NEW RANKING REPUBLICAN – TED CRUZ (R-TEXAS)

• SUBCOMMITTEE ON SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, FISHERIES, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND 

MANUFACTURING

• SEN. BALDWIN (D-WISCONSIN) – CHAIR

• SEN. SULLIVAN (R-ALASKA) – RANKING REPUBLICAN



SENATE COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

DEMOCRATS – 14 REPUBLICANS - 13

SEN. MARIA CANTWELL, D-WASHINGTON - CHAIR SEN. TED CRUZ, R-TEXAS – RANKING MEMBER

SEN. AMY KLOBUCHAR, D-MINNESOTA SEN. JOHN THUNE, R-SOUTH DAKOTA

SEN. BRIAN SCHATZ, D-HAWAII SEN. ROGER WICKER, R-MISSISSIPPI

SEN. ED MARKEY, D-MASSACHUSETTS SEN. DEB FISCHER, R-NEBRASKA

SEN. GARY PETERS, D-MICHIGAN SEN. JERRY MORAN, R-KANSAS

SEN. TAMMY BALDWIN, D-WISCONSIN SEN. DAN SULLIVAN, R-ALASKA

SEN. TAMMY DUCKWORTH, ILLINOIS SEN. MARSHA BLACKBURN, R-TENNESSEE

SEN. JON TESTER, D-MONTANA SEN. TODD YOUNG, R-INDIANA

SEN. KYRSTEN SINEMA, D-ARIZONA SEN. TED BUDD, R-NORTH CAROLINA *

SEN. JACKY ROSEN, D-NEVADA SEN. ERIC SCHMITT, R-MISSOURI *

SEN. BEN RAY LUJAN, D-NEW MEXICO SEN. J.D. VANCE, R-OHIO *

SEN. JOHN HICKENLOOPER, D-COLORADO SEN. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, R-WEST VIRGINIA

SEN. RAPHAEL WARNOCK, D-GEORGIA SEN. CYNTHIA LUMMIS, R-WYOMING

SEN. PETER WELCH, D-VERMONT *



SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, FISHERIES, CLIMATE 
CHANGE, AND MANUFACTURING MEMBERS

DEMOCRATS – 6 REPUBLICANS – 5

SEN. TAMMY BALDWIN, D-WISCONSIN – CHAIR SEN. DAN SULLIVAN, R-ALASKA – RANKING MEMBER

SEN. BRIAN SCHATZ, D-HAWAII SEN. ROGER WICKER, R-MISSISSIPPI

SEN. ED MARKEY, D-MASSACHUSETTS SEN. JERRY MORAN, R-KANSAS

SEN. BEN RAY LUJAN, D-NEW MEXICO SEN. MARSHA BLACKBURN, R-TENNESSEE

SEN. RAPHAEL WARNOCK, D-GEORGIA SEN. J.D. VANCE, R-OHIO *

SEN. PETER WELCH, D-VERMONT *



SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND 

RELATED AGENCIES

• SEN. JEANNE SHAHEEN (D-NEW HAMPSHIRE) – CHAIR SEN. JERRY MORAN (R-KANSAS) – RANKING MEMBER

• SEN. DIANNE FEINSTEIN (D-CALIFORNIA) SEN. LISA MURKOWSKI (R-ALASKA)

• SEN. JACK REED (D-RHODE ISLAND) SEN. SUSAN COLLINS (R-MAINE)

• SEN. CHRISTOPHER COONS (D-DELAWARE) SEN. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO (R-WEST VIRGINIA)

• SEN. BRIAN SCHATZ (D-HAWAII) SEN. JOHN KENNEDY (R-LOUISIANA)

• SEN. JOE MANCHIN (D-WEST VIRGINIA) SEN. BILL HAGERTY (R-TENNESSEE)

• SEN. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN (D-MARYLAND) SEN. KATIE BRITT (R-ALABAMA) *

• SEN. JEFF MERKLEY (D-OREGON) SEN. DEB FISCHER (R-NEBRASKA)

• SEN. GARY PETERS (D-MICHIGAN)



OTHER FISHERIES/OCEAN ISSUES LIKELY 
118TH CONGRESS

• CLIMATE CHANGE

• BLUE ECONOMY

• OFFSHORE WIND

• RIGHT WHALE MITIGATION / VESSEL SPEED RESTRICTIONS (EXPANDED TO OTHER LARGE 

CETACEANS?)

• REGIONAL FISHERIES ISSUES:

• CALIFORNIA SALMON

• RED SNAPPER

• NORTH PACIFIC SALMON



118TH CONGRESS - OTHER ISSUES

• SANCTUARIES, MPAS, MONUMENTS

• AQUACULTURE

• APPROPRIATIONS – FY 2024

• DEBT LIMIT AGREEMENT – IMPACT ON NOAA? – IRA FUNDS? OTHER UNOBLIGATED FUNDS? 

• CHOW



NOAA AS AN INDEPENDENT AGENCY /
CHANGE IN PROTECTED SPECIES AUTHORITY

• APRIL 11TH – HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE’S SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER, WILDLIFE AND 

FISHERIES HEARING – CALIFORNIA WATER ISSUES – H.R. 872, THE “FEDERALLY INTEGRATED SPECIES 

HEALTH ACT’’ OR THE ‘‘FISH ACT’’

• TRANSFER OF ALL FUNCTIONS OF ANADROMOUS AND CATADROMOUS SPECIES UNDER THE ESA TO U.S. FWS

• APRIL 18TH - HOUSE SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE HEARING ON A DISCUSSION 

DRAFT OF LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH NOAA AS AN INDEPENDENT AGENCY (THE “NATIONAL OCEANIC 

AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION ACT OF 2023”).

• REQUIREMENT FOR STUDY BY NATIONAL ACADEMY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION TO EXAMINE “THE FEASIBILITY 

OF TRANSFERRING PART OR ALL OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT (ESA) AND MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION 

ACT (MMPA) MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONS WITHIN PROTECTED RESOURCES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.”

• ISSUES:

• COMMITTEE JURISDICTIONAL CONCERNS – BOTH HOUSE AND SENATE



QUESTIONS?


